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IT  PREFACE. 

We  would  openly  and  loudly  condemn  the 
maudlin  patriotism  that  is  sensitive  about  the 
honour  of  cats  and  dogs;  that  fancies  it  na- 
tionality to  extol  inferior  things  merely  be- 
cause they  happen  to  be  our  own;  that  sets 
up  the  extrayagant  doctrine,  (one  so  new  in 
the  annals  of  literature  as  to  find  its  only 
apology  in  the  poor  explanation  of  a  miserable 
provincialism,)  that  vice,  foUy,  vulgarity  uid 
ignorance  should  not  be  rebuked  because  they 
happen  to  be  American  vice,  folly,  vulgarity, 
and  ignorance — the  best  possible  reason  why 
they  ought  to  be  rebuked  by  all  American 
pens;  and  which  reverses  the  liberality  of 
Domitian,  who  t<derated  even  Juvenal  while 
he  confined  himself  to  satire  on  the  public  at 
larger  and  banished  him  from  Rome  only  when 
he  descended  to  private  calumny.  The  idea, 
tooi  that  works  of  fiction  must  be  written 
solely  in  reference  to  the  country  of  one's 
birth,  is  another  provincial  prejudice,  that 
could  not  exist  in  a  nation  of  confirmed  cha- 
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ncter  and  enlarged  views;  for  which  we  en- 
tertain  as  little  reverence  as  for  the  indiscri- 
minate property-commendation  just  mentioned; 
but  our  own  feelings  may  fairly  be  adduced 
as  a  motive  for  doing  that  which^  after  all, 
must,  more  or  less^  depend  on  a  writer^s 
personal  inclinations.  We  had  a  wish  to  at^ 
tempt  these  pictures,  and  the  disposition  is  a 
tolerably  safe  guide  in  matters  of  the  ima- 
gination. 

Neverthdess,  the  American  who  would  fain 
write  about  fleets^  must  be  content  to  desert 
the  flag.  An  American  fleet  never  yet  assem- 
bled. The  republic  possesses  the  materials 
for  collecting  such  a  phenomenon,  but  has 
ever  seemed  to  be  wanting  in  the  will.  A 
strange  and  dangerous  reluctance  to  create 
even  the  military  rank  that  is  indispensable 
to  the  exercise  of  a  due  authority  over  such 
a  force,  has  existed  in  the  councils  of  the 
state;  and  had  the  name  of  this  work  been 
'*  The  One  Admiral,^  instead  of  <<  The  Two 
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beg  the  gentlemen  connected  with  these  two 
great  publishing  houses  not  to  be  backward  or 
reluctant  on  the  occasion,  but  to  communicate 
fireely  whatever  they  may  happen  to  know,  to 
all  applicants. 

We  hope  the  reader  will  do  us  the  justice  to 
regard  *<  Thb  Two  Admirals  ^  as  a  «ea  story, 
and  not  as  a  love  story.  Our  Admirals  are  our 
heroes;  and  as  there  are  two  of  them,  thoae 
who  are  particularly  fastidious  on  such  subjects^ 
are  quite  welcome  to  term  one  the  heroine^  if 
they  see  fit  We  entertain  no  niggardly  lore 
of  exclusion  on  this  head,  and  leave  the  selection 
entirely  to  themselves. 

With  these  brief  explanations,  we  launch  our 
fleets,  committing  them  to  the  winds  and  waves 
of  public  opinion,  which  are  not  unfrequently 
as  boisterous  and  adverse  as  those  of  the  ocean, 
and  sometimes  quite  as  capricious. 

Nsw  Yore,  Maecb,  1842. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


*'  Then,  if  he  were  my  brother's^ 
Mj  brother  might  not  claim  him ;  nor  your  father. 
Being  none  of  his,  refiise  him :  This  concludes— 
My  mother^s  son  did  get  your  father's  heir; 
Yonr  Other's  heir  must  have  your  fathei^s  land.^ 

KtTig  John. 

The  events  we  are  about  to  relate  occurred 
near  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  previously 
even  to  that  struggle  which  it  is  the  fashion 
of  America  to  call  "  the  old  French  War/' 
The  opening  scene  of  our  tale,  however,  must 
he  sought  in  the  other  hemisphere,  and  on 
the  coast  of  the  mother  country.  In  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  American 
cdonies  were  models  of  loyalty ;  the  very  war, 
to  which  allusion  has  just  been  made,  causing 
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^    the  great  expenditure  that  induced  the  min- 
istry to  have  recourse  to  the  system  of  taxa- 
tion, which  terminated  in  the  Revolution.    The 
family  quarrel  had  not  yet  commenced.     In- 
tensely occupied  with  the  conflict,  which  teiv 
minated  not  more  gloriously  for  the  British 
arms,   than    advantageously  for    the    British 
American  possessions,   the  inhabitants  of  the 
provinces  were  perhaps  never  better  disposed 
to  the  metropolitan  state,  than  at  the  very 
period  of  which  we  are  about  to  write*    All 
their  early  predilections  seemed  to  be  gaining 
strength,  instead  of  becoming  weaker;   and, 
as  in  nature,  the  calm  is  known  to  succeed 
the  tempest,  the  blind  attachment  of  the  colony 
to  the  parent  country,  was  but  a  precursor 
of  the  alienation  and  violent  disunion  that  were 
so  soon  to  follow. 

Although  the  superiority  of  the  English 
seaman  was  well  established,  in  the  conflicts 
that  took  place  between  the  year  1740  and 
that  of  1763,  the  naval  warfare  of  the  period 
by  no  means  possessed  the  very  decided  cha- 
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racter  with  which  it  became  stamped,  a  quarter 
of  a  century  later.  In  our  own  times,  the 
British  marine  appears  to  have  improved  in 
quality,  as  its  enemies'  deteriorated.  In  the 
year  1812,  however,  "  Greek  met  Greek,**  when, 
of  a  verity,  came  "the  tug  of  war."  The 
great  change  that  came  over  the  other  navies 
of  Europe,  was  merely  a  consequence  of  the 
revolutions,  which  drove  experienced  men  into 
exile,  and  which,  by  rendering  armies  all- 
important  even  to  the  existence  of  the  different 
states,  threw  nautical  enterprises  into  the  shade, 
and  gave  an  engrossing  direction  to  courage 
and  talent,  in  another  quarter.  While  France 
was  struggling,  first  for  independence,  and 
next  for  the  mastery  of  the  Continent,  a  marine 
was  a  secondary  object;  for  Vienna,  Berlin, 
and  Moscow,  were  as  easily  entered  without 
as  with  its  aid.  To  these,  and  other  similar 
causes,  must  be  referred  the  explanation  of 
the  seeming  invincibility  of  the  English  arms  at 
sea,  during  the  late  great  conflicts  of  Europe ; 
an  invincibility  that  was  more  apparent  than 
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real,  however,  as  many  well  established  defeats 
were,  even  then,  intermingled  with  her  thou- 
sand victories. 

From   the  time   when  her  numbers   could 
furnish  succour  of  this  nature,  down  to  the 
day  of  separation,  America  had  her  full  share 
in  the  exploits  of  the  English  marine.    The 
gentry  of  the  colonies  willingly  placed   their 
sons  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  many  a  bit  of 
square  bunting  has  been  flying  at  the  royal- 
mast-heads  of  King's  ships,  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  as  the  distinguishing  symbols  of  flag* 
officers,  who  had  to  look  for  their  birth-places 
among  ourselves.     In  the  course  of  a  chequer- 
ed life,  in  which  we  have  been  brought  in 
collision   with  as  great  a  diversity  of  rank, 
professions,  and  characters,  as  often   falls  to 
the  lot  of  any  one  individual,  we  have  been 
thrown   into  contact  with   no  less  than  eight 
English  admirals,  of  American  birth;  while, 
it  has  never  yet  been  our  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  a  countryman,  who  has  had   this  rank 
bestowed  on  him  by  his  own  (Government.    On 
one  occasion,  an   Englishman  who  had  filled 
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the  highest  civil  office  connected  with  the  ma- 
rine of  his  nation,  observed  to  us  that  the 
onlj  man  he  then  knew,  in  the  British  Navy, 
in  whom  he  should  feel  an  entire  confidence 
in  intrusting  an  important  command,  was  one 
of  these  translated  admirals;  and  the  thought 
unavoidably  passed  through  our  mind,  that 
this  favourite  commander  had  done  well  in 
adhering  to  the  conventional,  instead  of  cling- 
ing to  his  natural  allegiance^  inasmuch  as  he 
mig^t  have  toiled  for  half  a  pentury,  in  the 
service  of  his  native  land,  and  been  rewarded 
with  a  rank  that  would  merely  put  him  on  a 
level  with  a  colonel  in  the  army !  How  much 
longer  this  short-sighted  policy,  and  grievous 
injustice  are  to  continue,  no  man  can  say  ; 
but  it  is  safe  to  believe,  that  it  is  to  last  until 
some  legislator  of  influence  learn  the  simple 
truth,  that  the  fancied  reluctance  of  popular 
constituencies  to  do  right,  oftener  exists  in  the 
apprehensions  of  their  representatives,  than  in 
reality. — ^But  to  our  tale. 

England  enjoys  a  wide-spread  reputation  for 
her  fogs ;  but  little  do  they  know  how  much  a 
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fog  may  add  to  natural  scenery,  who  never  wit- 
nessed its  magical  effects,  as  it  has  caused  a 
beautiful  landscape  to  coquet  with  the  eye, 
in  playful  and  capricious  changes.  Our  open- 
ing scene  is  in  one  of  these  much  derided  fogs; 
though,  let  it  always  be  remembered,  it  was  a 
fog  of  June^  and  not  of  November.  On  a  high 
head*land  of  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  stood  a 
little  station-house^  which  had  been  erected 
with  a  view  to  communicate,  by  signals^  with 
the  shipping,  that  sometimes  lay  at  anchor  in 
an  adjacent  roadstead.  A  little  inland  was  a 
village^  or  hamlet,  that  it  suits  our  purposes 
to  call  Wychecombe ;  and  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  hamlet  itself,  surrounded  by  a  small 
park,  stood  a  house  of  the  age  of  Henry  yil» 
which  was  the  abode  of  Sir  Wycherly  Wyche* 
combe,  a  baronet  of  the  creation  of  King  James 
If  and  the  possessor  of  an  improvable  estate  of 
some  three  or  four  thousand  a  year,  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  him,  through  a  line  of  an- 
cestors, that  ascended  as  far  back  as  the  time 
of  the  Plantagenets.  Neither  Wychecombe, 
nor  the  head-land,  nor  the  anchorage,  was  a 
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plaee  of  note;  for  much  larger  and  more  tar 
foored  hamlets,  villages,  and  towns,  lay  scat- 
tered about  that  fine  portion  of  England; 
much  better  roadsteads  and  bays  could  gene> 
ndly  be  used  by  the  coming  or  the  parting  ves- 
sel; and  far  more  important  signal -stations 
were  to  be  met  with  all  along  that  coast. 
Nevertheless,  the  roadstead  was  entered  when 
Gslsis  or  adverse  winds  rendered  it  expedient; 
the  hamlet  had  its  conveniences,  and,  like  most 
English  hamlets^  its  beauties ;  and  the  hall  and 
park  were  not  without  their  claims  to  state  and 
rural  magnificence,  A  century  since,  whatever 
the  table  of  precedency  or  Blackstone  may  say, 
tn  English  baronet,  particularly  one  of  the 
date  of  1611,  was  a  much  greater  personage 
than  he  is  to-day ;  and  an  estate  of  40002L  a 
year,  more  especially  if  not  rack»rented,  was  of 
an  extent,  and  necessarily  of  a  local  conse- 
quence^ equal  to  one  of  near,  or  quite  three 
times  the  same  amount  in  our  own  day.  Sir 
Wycherly,  however,  enjoyed  an  advantage  that 
was  of  still  greater  importance,  and  which  was 
more  common  in  1746  than  at  the  present  mo* 
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ment.  He  bad  no  rival  within  fifteen  miles  of 
him;  and  the  nearest  potentate  was  a  nobl^ 
man  of  a  rank  and  fortune  that  put  all  compe- 
tition out  of  the  question ;  one  who  dwelt  in 
courts,  the  favourite  of  kings;  leaving  the 
baronet,  as  it  might  be,  in  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  local  homage.  Sir  Wycherly 
had  once  been  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
only  once.  In  his  youth,  he  had  been  a  fox* 
hunter;  and  a  small  property  in  Yorkshire 
had  long  been  in  the  family,  as  a  sort  of  foot- 
hold on  such  enjoyments ;  but  having  broken 
a  leg  in  one  of  his  leaps,  he  had  taken  refuge 
against  ennuiy  by  sitting  a  single  session  in  the 
House  of  Commons  as  the  member  of  a  borough 
that  lay  adjacent  to  his  hunting-box.  This 
session  sufficed  for  his  whole  life;  the  good 
baronet  having  taken  the  matter  so  literally, 
as  to  make  it  a  point  to  be  present  at  all  the 
sittings ;  a  sort  of  tax  on  his  time,  which,  as  it 
came  wholly  unaccompanied  by  profit,  was  very 
likely  soon  to  tire  out  the  patience  of  an  old 
fox-hunter.  After  resigning  his  seat,  he  re<- 
tired  altogether  to  Wychecombe,  where  he  had 
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passed  the  last  fifty  years,  extolling  England, 
and  most  esperially  that  part  of  it  in  which  his 
own  estates  lay ;  abusing  the  French,  with  oc- 
casional innuendoes  against  Spain  and  Holland; 
and  in  eating  and  drinking.  He  had  never 
travelled;  for  though  Englishmen  of  his  sta- 
tion often  did  visit  the  Continent  a  century  ago, 
they  oftener  did  not.  It  was  the  courtly  and 
the  noble  who  then  chiefly  took  this  means  of 
improving  their  minds  and  manners ;  a  class  to 
which  a  baronet  by  no  means  belonged,  ex 
officio.  To  conclude.  Sir  Wycherly  was  now 
eighty-four ;  hale,  hearty,  and  a  bachelor.  He 
had  been  bom  the  oldest  of  five  brothers ;  the 
cadets  taking  refuge,  as  usual,  in  the  inns  of 
court,  the  church,  the  army,  and  the  navy,  and 
precisely  in  the  order  named.  The  lawyer  had 
actually  risen  to  be  a  judge,  by  the  style  and 
appellation  of  Baron  Wychecombe;  had  three 
illegitimate  children  by  his  housekeeper,  and 
died,  leaving  to  the  eldest  thereof  all  his  pro- 
fessional earnings,  after  buying  commissions  for 
the  two  younger  in  the  army.  The  divine 
broke  his  neck,  while  yet  a  curate,  in  a  fox- 
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hunt;  dying  unmarried,  and,  so  far  as  is  gene^ 
rally  known,  childless.  This  was  Sir  Wychcr- 
ly^s  favourite  brother,  who  he  was  accustomed 
to  say  **  lost  his  life  in  setting  an  example  of 
field  sports  to  his  parishioners.'"  The  soldier 
was  fairly  killed  in  battle  before  he  was  twenty; 
and  the  name  of  the  sailor  suddenly  disappeared 
from  the  list  of  his  majesty's  lieutenants  about 
half  a  century  before  the  time  when  our  tale 
opens,  by  shipwreck.  Between  the  sailor  and 
the  head  of  the  family,  however,  there  had  been 
no  great  sympathy,  in  consequence,  as  it  was 
rumoured,  of  a  certain  beauty's  preference  for 
the  latter,  though  this  preference  produced  no 
suiteSi  inasmuch  as  the  lady  died  a  maid.  Mr. 
Oregory  Wychecombe,  the  lieutenant  in  ques- 
tion, was  what  is  termed  a  **  wild  boy  ;^  and  it 
was  the  general  impression,  when  his  parents 
sent  him  to  sea,  that  the  ocean  would  now 
meet  with  its  match.  The  hopes  of  the  family 
centred  in  the  judge,  after  the  death  of  the 
curate ;  and  it  was  a  great  cause  of  r^ret  to 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  its  perpetuity  and 
renown,  that  this  dignitary  did  not  marry,  since 
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the  premature  death  of  all  the  other  sons  had 
left  the  hall,  park,  and  goodly  farms  without 
any  known  legal  heir.  In  a  word,  this  branch 
cf  the  family  of  Wychecombe  would  be  extinct 
when  Sir  Wycherly  died,  and  the  entail  become 
useless.  Not  a  female  inheritor  even,  or  a  male 
inheritor  through  females,  could  be  traced;  and 
it  had  become  imperatiye  on  Sir  Wycherly  to 
make  a  will,  lest  the  property  should  go  off, 
the  Lord  knew  where;  or  what  was  worse,  it 
should  escheat.  It  is  true,  Tom  Wychecombe, 
the  judge's  eldest  son,  often  gave  dark  hints 
about  a  secret,  and  a  timely  marriage  between 
his  parents,  a  fact  that  would  have  superseded 
the  necessity  for  all  devises,  as  the  property 
was  strictly  tied  up,  so  far  as  the  lineal  descend- 
ants of  a  certain  old  Sir  Wycherly  were  con- 
cerned ;  but  the  present  Sir  Wycherly  had  seen 
bis  brother  in  his  last  illness^  on  which  occasion 
the  following  conversation  had  taken  place. 

'*  And  now,  brother  Thomas,"  said  the  ba- 
ronet, in  a  friendly  and  consoling  manner, 
''having,  as  one  may  say,  prepared  your 
soul  for  heaven,  by  these  prayers  and  admis- 


12  THE   TWO   ADMIRALS. 

sions  of  your  das,  a  word  may  be  prudently 
said,  conoeming  the  affairs  of  this  world.  Vou 
know  I  am  childless — that  is  to  say» — ** 

"  I  understand  you,  Wycherly,"  interrupted 
the  dying  man ;  **  you^re  a  bachelor.*' 

<* That's  it,  Thomas;  and  bachelors  ought 
not  to  have  children.  Had  our  poor  brother 
James  escaped  that  mishap,  he  might  have 
been  sitting  at  your  bed-side,  at  this  moment, 
and  he  could  have  told  us  all  about  it.  St. 
James,  I  used  to  call  him,  and  well  did  he 
deserve  the  name.^ 

*'St.  James  the  least,  then,  it  must  have 
been,  Wycherly."** 

^*It*B  a  dreadful  thing  to  have  no  heir, 
Thomas.  Did  you  ever  know  a  case  in  your 
practice,  in  which  another  estate  was  left  so 
completely  without  an  heir  as  this  of  ours  ?** 

*^It  does  not  often  happen,  brother;  heirs 
are  usually  more  abundant  than  estates." 

<«So  I  thought.  Will  the  king  get  the 
title,  as  well  as  the  estate,  brother,  if  it  should 
escheat,  as  you  call  it  ?^ 
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''Being  the  fountain  of  honour,  be  will  be 
rather  indifferent  about  the  baronetcy.** 

'*  I  should  care  less,  if  it  went  to  the  next 
flovereign,  who  is  English  bom.  Wychecombe 
has  always  belonged  to  EngUshmen.'*' 

*'  That  it  has ;  and  ever  will,  I  trust.  You 
have  only  to  select  an  heir,  when  I  am  gone, 
and,  by  making  a  will  with  proper  devises, 
the  property  will  not  escheat.  Be  careful  to 
use  the  full  terms  of  perpetuity .'" 

'*  Everything  was   so  comfortable,  brother, 
while  you  were  in  health,"  said  Sir  Wycherly, 
fidgetting ;  "  you  were  my  natural  heir — " 
**  Heir  of  entail,**  interrupted  the  judge. 
^WeD,  well,  heir,  at  all  events;   and  that 
was  a  prodigious  comfort  to  a  man  like  my- 
self, who  has  a  sort  of  religious  scruple  about 
making  a  wilL    I  have    heard  it   whispered 
that  you  were  actually   married    to   Martha, 
in  which  case,  Tom  might  drop  into  our  shoes, 
so  readily,  without  any  more  signing  and  seal- 
ing* 
*'  A  Jilius  nullius"  returned  the  other,  too 
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consdentious  to  lend  himself  to  a  deception 
of  that  nature. 

^*  Why,  brother,  Tom  often  seems  to  me  to 
favour  such  an  idea^  himself.^ 

"  No  wonder,  Wycherly,  for  the  idea  would 
greatly  favour  him.  Tom,  and  his  brothers, 
are  aHJilii  nullorum^  Ood  forgive  me,  for  that 
same  wrong." 

'*I  wonder  neither  Charles,  nor  Gregory, 
thought  of  marrying,  before  they  lost  their 
lives  for  their  king  and  country ,**  put  in  Sir 
Wycherly,  in  an  upbraiding  tone,  as  if  he 
thought  his  penniless  brethren  had  done  him 
an  injury,  in  neglecting  to  supply  him  with 
an  heir,  though  he  had  been  so  forgetful  him- 
self, of  the  same  great  duty,  ^l  did  think 
of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  providing  heirs  for 
unmarried  persons,  without  the  trouble  and 
responsibility  of  making  wills.^' 

'^That  would  have  been  a  great  improve- 
ment  on  the  law  of  descents; — I  hope  you 
wouldn't  have  overlooked  the  ancestors*" 

**  Not  I ;  everybody  would  have  got  his 
rights.      They   tell    me   poor  Charles    never 
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spoke  after  he  was  shot ;  but  I  dare  say,  did 
we  know  the  truth,  he  regretted  sincerely  that 
he  never  married/' 

"There,  for  once,  Wycherly,  I  think  you 
are  Kkely  to  be  wrong.  A  femme  sole  without 
food,  is  rather  a  helpless  sort  of  a  person.** 

'^  Well,  well,  I  wish  he  had  married.  What 
would  it  haye  been  to  me,  had  he  left  a  dozen 
widows." 

"  It  might  have  raised  some  awkward  ques- 
tions as  to  dowry ;  and  if  each  left  a  son,  the 
title  and  estates  would  have  been  worse  off 
than  they  are  at  preseot,  without  widows,  or 
Intimate  childreu.'' 

^Anything  would  be  better  than  having 
no  heir.  I  believe  I  ^m  the  first  baronet  of 
Wycheoombe,  who  has  been  obliged  to  make 

a  will  r 

^  Quite  likely,^  returned  the  brother,  drily ; 
^  I  remember  to  have  got  nothing  from  the  last 
one,  in  that  way.  Charles  and  Gregory  fared 
no  better.  Never  mind,  Wycherly,  you  be^ 
haved  like  a  father  to  us  alL" 

^  I  don'^t  mind  signing  cheques,  in  the  least ; 
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but  the  wills  have  an  irreligious  appearance^ 
in  my  eyes.  There  are  a  good  many  Wyche- 
combes  in  England ;  I  wonder  some  of  them 
are  not  of  our  family  ! '  They  tell  me  a  hun- 
dredth cousin  is  just  as  good  an  heir,  as  a  first* 
bom  son.^ 

*^  Failing  nearer  of  kin.  But  we  have  no 
hundreth  cousins  of  the  whole  blood,** 

**  There  are  the  Wychecombes  of  Surrey, 
brother  Thomas — ?** 

<<  Descended  from  a  bastard  of  the  second 
baronet,  and  out  of  the  line  of  descent,  al- 
together.**^ 

*<But  the  Wychecombes  of  Hertfordshire^ 

I  have  always  heard  were  of  our  family,  and 
legitimate." 

**  True,  as  regards  matrimony — rather  too 
much  of  it,  by  the  way.  They  branched  off 
in  14879  long  before  the  creation,  and  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  entail ;  the  first  of  their 
line  coming  from  old  Sir  Michael  Wyche- 
combe,  Kt.  and  Sheriff  of  Devonshire,  by  his 
second  wife  Margery ;  while  we  are  derived 
from  the  same  male  ancestor,   through  Wy- 
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cberly,  the  only  son  by  Joaa,  the  first  wife. 
Wycherly,  and  Michael,  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Mai^ry,  were  of  the  half-blood,  as  re- 
spects each  other,  and  could  not  be  heirs  of 
blood.  What  was  true  of  the  ancestors,  is 
true  of  the  descendants.'" 

**  But  we  came  of  the  same  ancestor,  and 
the  esUte  is  far  older  than  1487.'* 

'*  Quite  true>  brother ;  nevertheless,  the  half- 
blood  can^t  take;  so  says  the  perfection  of 
human  reason.** 

^  I  never  could  understand  these  niceties  of 
the  law,"  said  Sir  Wycherly,  sighing ;  **  but 
I  suppose  they  are  all  right.  There  are  so 
many  Wychecombes  scattered  about  England, 
that  I  should  think  some  one  among  them  all 
might  be  my  heir." 

^  Every  man  of  them  bears  a  bar  in  his 
arms,  or  is  of  the  half-blood." 

^  You  are  quite  sure,  brother,  that  Tom  is 

tiJUiuB  nullusf^  for  the  baronet  had  forgotten 

most  of  the  little  Latin  he  ever  knew,  and 

translated  this  legal  phrase  into  ^*  no  son." 

**  alius  nullius.  Sir  Wycherly,  the  son  of 
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nobody;  your  reading  would  literally  make 
Tom,  noboby ;  whereas  he  is  only  the  son  of 
nobody." 

**  But,  brother,  he  is  your  son,  and  as  like 
you  as  two  hounds  of  the  same  litter/' 

''I  am  nullusy  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as 
regards  poor  Tom ;  who,  until  he  marries,  and 
has  children  of  his  own,  is  altogether  without 
legal  kindred.  Nor  do  I  know  that  legitimacy 
would  make  Tom  any  better ;  for  he  is  pre- 
suming  and  confident  enough  for  the  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  throng,  as  it  is.'*  - 

*^  Well,  there 's  this  young  sailor,  who  has 
been  so  much  at  the  station  lately,  since  he 
was  left  ashore  for  the  cure  of  his  wounds. 
Tis  a  most  gallant  lad :  and  the  First  Lord 
has  sent  him  a  commission  as  a  reward  for  his 
good  conduct,  in  cutting  out  the  Frenchman. 
I  look  upon  him  as  a  credit  to  the  name ;  and 
I  make  no  question  he  is,  some  way  or  other, 
of  our  family.^' 

^  Does  he  claim  to  be  so  ?*  asked  the  judge, 
a  little  quickly ;  for  he  distrusted  men  in  ge* 
neral,  and  thought,  from  all  he  had  heard, 
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that  some  attempt  might  have  been  made  to 
practiBe  on  his  brothei^s  simplicity.  *'  I  thought 
you  told  me  that  he  came  from  the  American 
ooloniea  ?^ 

'^  So  he  does ;   he  's  a  native  of  Virginia, 
as  was  his  father  before  him.'' 

^  A  convict,  perhaps ;  or  a  servant,  quite 
likely,  who  has  found  the  name  of  his  former 
master  more  to  his  liking  than  his  own.  Such 
things    are    common,  they  tell  me,    beyond 


« 


Yes,  if  he  were  anythii)g  but  an  American 
I  might  wish  he  were  my  heir,"  returned  Sir 
Wycherly,  in  a  melancholy  tone ;  "  but  it 
would  be  worse  than  to  let  the  lands  escheat, 
as  you  call  it,  to  place  an  American  in  pos- 
session of  Wychecombe.  The  manors  have 
always  had  English  owners,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  thank  Ood ! '' 

^  Should  they  have  any  other,  it  will  be  your 
own  fault,  Wycherly.  When  I  am  dead,  and 
that  will  happen  ere  many  weeks,  the  human 
being  will  not  be  living  who  can  take  that 
property  after  your  demise,  in  any  other  man- 
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ner  than  by  escheat,  or  by  devise.  There 
will  be  then  neither  heir  of  entail,  nor  heir 
at  law;  and  you  may  make  whom  you  please, 
master  of  Wychecombe,  provided  he  be  not  an 
alien.^ 

^*  Not  an  American,  I  suppose,  brother ;  an 
American  is  an  alien,  of  course.* 

'*  Humph  I  —  why,  not  in  law,  whatever  be 
may  be  according  to  our  English  notions. 
Hark^e,  brother  Wycherly ;  I  've  never  asked 
you,  or  wished  you  to  leave  the  estate  to  Tamp 
or  his  younger  brothers;  for  one  and  all  are 
Jilti  nullorum-'^fk  I  term  'em,  though  my  bro- 
ther Record  will  have  it,  it  ought  to  beat's 
nulliuSf  as  well  as  ^lius  nullius.  Let  that  be 
as  it  may,  no  bastard  should  lord  it  at 
Wychecombe,  and,  rather  than  the  king 
should  get  the  lands,  to  bestow  on  some  fa- 
vourite, I  would  give  it  to  the  half-blood/' 

**  Can  that  be  done  without  making  a  will, 
brother  Thomas  ? '' 

'*  It  cannot,  Sir  Wycherly  ;  nor  with  a  will, 
so  long  as  an  heir  of  entail  can  be  found.^ 
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•*  Is  there  no  way  of  making  Tom  a  Jilius 
samtbodyy  so  that  he  can  succeed  ?'' 

"Not  under  our  laws.  By  the  civil  law, 
such  a  thing  might  have  been  done,  and  by  the 
Scotch  law;  but  not  under  the  perfection  of 


reasom" 


^  I  wish  you  knew  this  young  Virginian ! 
The  lad  bears  both  of  my  names,  Wycherly 
Wychecombe.'* 

"  He  is  not*  a  Jilius  Wycherly  —  is  he,  ba- 
ronet?" 

'*  Fie  upon  thee,  brother  Thomas  I  Do  you 
think  I  have  less  candour  than  thyself,  that 
I  would  not  acknowledge  my  own  flesh  and 
blood.  I  never  saw  the  youngster  until  within 
the  last  six  month  s,""  when  he  wa^  landed  from 
the  roadstead,  and  brought  to  Wychecombe, 
to  be  cured  of  his  wounds;  nor  ever  heard 
of  him  before.  When  they  told  me  his  name 
was  Wycherly  WychecomW,  I  could  do  no 
less  than  call  and  see  him.  The  poor  fellow 
lay  at  death's  door  for  a  fortnight ;  and  it  was 
while  we  had  little  or  no  hope  of  saving  him, 
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that  I  got  the  few  family  anecdotes  from  him. 
Now,  that  would  be  good  evidence  in  law,  I 
believe,  Thomas.^ 

**  For  certain  things,  had  the  lad  really'  <]ied. 
Surviving,  he  must  be  heard  on  his  voire  dire, 
and  under  oath.    But  what  was  his  tale  ?** 

**  A  very  short  one.  He  told  me  his  father  was 
a  Wycherly  Wychecombe^  and  that  his  grand- 
father had  been  a  Virginia  planter.  This  was 
all  he  seemed  to  know  of  his  ancestry." 

^*  And  probably  all  there  was  of  them.  My 
Tom  is  not  the  ou]y  Jilius  nuUius  that  has  been 
among  us,  and  this  grandfather,  if  he  has  not 
actually  stolen  the  name,  has  got  it  by  these 
doubtful  means.  As  for  the  Wycherly,  it 
should  pass  for  nothing.  Learning  that  there 
is  a  line  of  baronets  of  this  name,  every  pre^ 
tender  to  the  family  would  be  apt  to  call  a  son 
Wycherly.'' 

**The  line  will  shortly  be  ended,  brother,** 
returned  Sir  Wycherly,  sighing.  ^*  I  wish 
you  might  be  mistaken,  and,  after  all,  Tom 
shouldn^t  prove  to  be  that  Jilius  you  call  him." 

Mr.  Baron  Wychecombe,  as  much  from  ej- 


THE    TWO  ADMIRALS.  2S 

prii  de  corps  as  from  moral  principle^  was  a 
man  of  strict  integrity  in  all  things  that  related 
to  meum  and  iuum.    He  was  particularly  rigid 
in  his  notions  concerning  the  transmission  of 
real  estate,  and  the  rights  of  primogeniture. 
The  world  had  taken  little  interest  in  the  pri- 
vate history  of  a  lawyer,  and  his  sons  having 
been  bom  before  his  elevation  to  the  bench,  he 
passed  with  the  public  for  a  widower,  with  a 
family  of  promising  boys.     Not  one  in  a  hun- 
dred  of  his  acquaintances  even,  suspected  the 
fact ;  and  nothing  would  have  been  easier  for 
him  than  to  have  imposed  on  his  brother,  by 
inducing  him  to  make  a  will  under  some  legal 
mystification  or  other,  and  to  have  caused  Tom 
Wychecombe  to  succeed  to  the  property  in 
question  by  an  indisputable  title.     There  would 
have  been  no  great  difficulty  even  in  his  son's 
assuming  and  maintaining  his  right  to  the  ba- 
ronetcy, inasmuch  as  there  would  be  no  oomp^ 
titor,  and  the  crown  officers  were  not  particu- 
larly rigid  in  inquiring  into  the  claims  of  those 
who  assumed  a  title  that  brought  with  it  no 
.  political  privileges.     Still  he  was  far  from  in« 
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dulging  in  any  such  project.  To  him  it 
peared  that  the  Wychecombe  estate  ought  to 
go  with  the  principles  that  usually  goTcrned 
such  matters ;  and,  although  he  submitted  to 
the  dictum  of  the  common  law,  as  regarded  the 
provision  which  excluded  the  half-blood  from 
inheriting,  with  the  deference  of  an  English 
common-law  lawyer,  he  saw  and  felt  that,  fail- 
ing the  direct  line,  Wychecombe  ought  to  re- 
vert to  the  descendants  of  Sir  Maichel  by  his 
second  son,, for  the  plain  reason  that  they  were 
just  as  much  derived  f?om  the  person  who  had 
acquired  the  estate,  as  his  brother  Wycherly 
and  himself.  Had  there  been  descendants  of 
females  even,  to  interfere,  no  such  opinion 
would  have  existed;  but,  as  between  an  es- 
cheat, or  a  devise  in  favour  of  a  Jilius  nullius^ 
or  of  the  descendant  o{  a  Jilius  nulliust  the  half- 
blood  possessed  every  possible  advantage.  In 
his  legal  eyes  legitimacy  was  everything,  al- 
though he  had  not  hesitated  to  be  the  means  of 
bringing  into  the  world  seven  illegitimate  chil-> 
dren,  that  being  the  precise  number  Martha 
had  the  credit  of  having  borne  him,  though 
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three  only  survived.  After  reflecting  a  mo- 
ment, therefore,  he  turned  to  the  baronet^  and 
addressed  him  more  seriously  than  he  bad  yet 
done  in  the  present  dialogue ;  first  taking  a 
draught  of  cordial  to  give  him  strength  for  the 
occasion. 

"  Listen  to  me,  brother  Wycherly,^  said  the 
judge,  with  a  gravity  that  at  once  caught  the 
attention  of  the  other :  *^  You  know  something 
of  the  family  history,  and  I  need  do  no  more 
than  allude  to  it.  Our  ancestors  were  the 
knightly  possessors  of  Wychecombe  centuries 
before  King  James  established  the  rank  of  ba- 
ronet. When  our  great-grandfather.  Sir  Wy- 
cherly,  accepted  the  patent  of  1611,  he  scarcely 
did  himself  honour ;  for,  by  aspiring  higher,  he 
might  have  got  a  peerage.  However,  a  baro- 
net he  became,  and  for  the  first  time  since 
Wychecombe  was  Wychecombe,  the  estate  was 
entailed,  to  do  credit  to  the  new  rank.  Now, 
the  first  Sir  Wycherly  had  three  sons,  and  no 
daughter.  Each  of  these  sons  succeeded ;  the 
two  eldest  as  bachelors,  and  the  youngest  was 
our  grandfather.     Sir  Thomas,  the  fourth  ba- 

TOL.  I.  C 
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ronet,  left  an  only  child,  Wycherly,  our  father. 
Sir  Wycherly,  our  father,  had  five  sons,  Wy- 
cherly his  successor,  yourself,  and  the  sixth 
baronet ;  myself,  James,  Charles,  and  Gregory. 
James  broke  his  neck  at  your  side.    The  two 
last  lost  their  lives  in  the  king^s  service,  unmar* 
ried  ;  and  neither  you  nor  I  have  entered  into 
the  holy  state  of  matrimony.     I  cannot  survive 
a  month,  and  the  hopes  of  perpetuating  the  di* 
rect  line  of  the  family  rest  with  yourself.  .  This 
accounts  for  all  the  descendants  of  Sir  Wy- 
cherly, the  first  baronet ;  and  it  also  settles  the 
question  of  heirs  of  entail,  of  whom  there  are 
none  after  myself.     To  go  back  beyond  the 
time  of  King  James  I. : — Twice  did  the  elder 
lines  of  the  Wychecombes  fail,  between  the 
reign  of  King  Richard  II.  and  King  Henry 
VII,  when  Sir  Michael  succeeded.     Now,  in 
each  of  these  cases,  the  law  disposed  of  the  sue* 
cession ;  the  youngest  branches  of  the  family, 
in  both  instances,  getting  the  estate.     It  fol- 
lows that,  agreeably  to  legal  decisions  had  at 
the  time,  when  the  facts  must  have  been  known, 
that  the  Wychecombes  were  reduced  to  these 
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younger  lines.  Sir  Michael  had  two  wives: 
from  the  first  we  are  derived— from  the  last^ 
the  Wycheoombes  of  Hertfordshire — since 
known  as  baronets  of  that  county,  by  the  style 
and  title  of  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe  of 
Wycheoombe-Regis,  Herts.'' 

<<The  present  Sir  Reginald  can  have  no 
daim,  being  of  the  half-blood,''  put  in  Sir 
Wycherly,  with  a  brevity  of  manner  that  de- 
noted feeling.  '*  The  half-blood  is  as  bad  as 
a  nuUius,  as  you  call  Tom.** 

**  Not  quite.  A  person  of  the  half-blood  is 
as  legitimate  as  the  king's  majesty ;  whereas, 
a  nuUius  is  of  no  blood.  Now,  suppose  for 
a  moment.  Sir  Wycherly,  that  you  had  been 
a  son  by  a  first  wife,  and  I  had  been  a  son  by 
a  second,  would  there  have  been  no  relationship 
between  us?" 

^What  a  question,  Tom,  to  put  to  your 
own  brother  l*^ 

**  But  I  should  not  be  your  own  brother, 
my  good  sir,  only  your  half  brother ;  of  the 
ha/f^  and  not  of  the  whole  blood." 

"  What  of  that  ?  —  what  of  that  ?     Your 

c  2 
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father  would  have  been  my  father, — we  would 
have  had  the  same  name,— -the  same  family 
history,  —  the  same  family  feelings y  —  poh  ! 
poh  I  —  we  should  have  been  both  Wyche- 
combes,  exactly  as  we  are  to-day.*^ 

*^  Quite  true,  and  yet  I  could  not  have  been 
your  heir,  nor  you  mine.  The  estate  would 
escheat  to  the  king,  Hanoverian  or  Scotch- 
man, before  it  came  to  me.  Indeed,  to  me 
it  could  never  come."*^ 

^'Thomas,  you  are  trifling  with  my  igno- 
rance, and  making  matters  worse  than  they 
really  are.  Certainly,  as  long  as  you  lived, 
you  would  be  my  heir.^ 

*'  Very  true,  as  to  the  twenty  thousand 
pounds  in  the  funds,  but  not  as  to  the  ba- 
ronetcy and  Wychecombe.  So  far  as  the  two 
last  are  concerned,  I  am  heir  of  blood,  and 
of  entail,  of  the  body  of  Sir  Wycherly  Wyche- 
combe, the  first  baronet,  and  the  maker  of  the 
entaiL" 

^  Had  there  been  no  entail,  and  had  I  died 
a  child,  who  would  have  succeeded  our  father, 
supposing  there  had  been  two  mothers  ?** 
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^  ly  as  the  next  surviving  son.** 
"  There  !     I   knew  it   must   be   so  !  '^    ex- 
claimed   Sir  Wycherly,   in    triumph  ;    **  and 
all  this  time  you  have  been  joking  with  me.** 

**  Not  so  fast,  brother  of  mine — ^not  so  fast. 
I  should  be  of  the  whole  blood,  as  respected 
our  father,  and  all  the  Wychecombes  that  have 
gone  before  him;  but  of  the  Aa^^blood,  as 
respected  yotu  From  our  father  I  might  have 
taken,  as  his  heir-at-Uw ;  but  from  you^  never, 
having  been  of  the  Aa^blood.^ 

^I  would  have  made  a  will,  in  that  case, 
Thomas,  and  left  you  every  farthing,"  said 
Sir  Wycherly,  with  feeling. 

**  That  is  just  what  I  wish  you  to  do  with 
Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe.  You  must  take 
him  ;  a  Jilitis  nulUus^  in  the  person  of  my  son 
Tom ;  a  stranger ;  or  let  the  property  escheat ; 
for  we  are  so  peculiarly  placed  as  not  to  have 
a  known  relative,  by  either  the  male  or  female 
lines,  the  maternal  ancestors  being  just  as 
barren  of  heirs  as  the  paternal.  Our  good 
mother  was  the  natural  daughter  of  the  third 
Earl  of  Prolific;    our  grandmother  was  the 
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last  of  her  racey  so  far  as  human  ken  can 
discoTer ;  our  great<*grandmother  is  said  to 
have  had  semi-royal  blood  in  her  veins,  with* 
out  the  aid  of  the  church,  and  beyond  that 
it  would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  tracing  con- 
sanguinity on  that  side  of  the  house.  No^ 
Wycherly;  it  is  Sir  Reginald  who  has  the 
best  right  to  the  land;  Tom,  or  one  of  his 
brothers;  an  utter  stranger;  or  his  majesty, 
follow.  Remember  that  estates  of  four  thou- 
sand pounds  a-year  don't  often  escheat,  now- 
ardays." 

"  If  you  'U  draw  up  a  will,  brother,  1 11 
leave  it  all  to  Tom,**  Cried  the  baronet,  with 
sudden  energy.  "  Nothing  need  be  said  about 
the  nullius ;  and,  when  I  'm  gone,  he  11  step 
quietly  into  my  place.'' 

Nature  triumphed  a  moment  in  the  bosom 
of  the  father;  but  habit,  and  the  stem  sense 
of  right,  soon  overcame  the  feeling.  Perhaps 
certain  doubts,  and  a  knowledge  of  his  son's 
real  character,  contributed  their  share  towards 
the  reply. 

"It  ought  not  to  be,  Sir  Wycherly,**  re- 
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turned  the  judges  musing.  *'  Tom  has  no 
right  to  Wychecombe,  and  Sir  Reginald  has 

the  best  moral  right  possible,  though  the  law 
cuts  him  off.  Had  Sir  Michael  made  the  en- 
tail, instead  of  our  great-grandfather,  he  would 
have  come  in,  as  a  matter  of  course.^ 

^  I  never  liked  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe," 
said  the  baronet,  stubbornly. 

^  What  of  that  ? — ^He  will  not  trouble  you 
while  living,  and  when  dead  it  will  be  all  the 
same.  Come,  come,  I  will  draw  the  will  my- 
self, leaving  blanks  for  the  name ;  and  when 
it  is  once  done,  you  will  sign  it  cheerfully. 
It  is  the  last  legal  act  I  shall  ever  perform, 
and  it  will  be  a  suitable  one,  death  being  con- 
stantly before  me" 

This  ended  the  dialogue.  The  will  was 
drawn  according  to  promise;  Sir  Wycherly 
took  it  to  his  room  to  read,  carefully  inserted 
the  name  of  Tom  Wychecombe  in  all  the 
blank  spaces,  brought  it  back,  duly  executed 
the  instrument  in  his  brother's  presence,  and 
then  gave  the  paper  to  his  nephew  to  preserve, 
with  a  strong  injunction  on  him  to  keep  the 
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with  the  tint  that  is  called  navy  blue,  and 
which  is  meant  to  represent  the  deep  hue  of 
the  ocean,  with  white  facings,  composed  the 
principal  peculiarities  of  the  dress.  The  per- 
son introduced  to  the  reader,  whose  name  was 
Dutton,  and  who  was  simply  the  o£Bcer  in  charge 
of  the  signal-station,  had  a  certain  neatness 
about  his  well-worn  uniform,  his  linen,  and  all 
of  his  attire,  which  showed  that  some  person 
more  interested  io  such  matters  than  one  of 
his  habits  was  likely  to  be,  had  the  care  of 
his  wardrobe.  In  this  respect,  indeed,  his  ap- 
pearance was  unexceptionable;  and  there  was 
an  air  about  the  whole  man  which  showed 
that  nature,  if  not  education,  had  intended 
him  for  something  far  better  than  the  being  he 
actually  was. 

Dutton  was  waiting  at  that  early  hour,  to 
ascertain,  as  the  veil  of  mist  was  raised  from 
the  face  of  the  sea,  whether  a  sail  might  be  in 
sight,  that  required  of  him  the  execution  of  any 
of  his  simple  functions.  That  some  one  was 
near  by,  on  the  head-land,  too,  was  quite  evident, 
by  the  occasional  interchange  of  speech ;  though 
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DO  person  but  himself  was  visible.  The  di- 
rectioD  of  the  sounds  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  a  man  was  actually  over  the  brow  of  the 
diff,  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  removed  from  the 
seat  occupied  by  the  master. 

**  Recollect  the  sailor's  maxim,  Mr.  Wyche* 
combe,*  called  out  Dutton  in  a  warning  voice ; 
'^one  hand  for  the  king,  and  the  other  for 
self!  Those  cliffs  are  ticklish  places;  and 
really  it  does  seem  a  little  unnatural  that  a 
seafaring  person  like  yourself,  should  have  so 
great  a  passion  for  flowers,  as  to  risk  his  neck 
in  order  to  make  a  posy !" 

**  Never  fear  for  me,  Mr.  Dutton,"  answered 
a  full,  manly  voic^,  that  one  could  have  sworn 
issued  from  the  chest  of  youth  ;  "never  fear 
for  me ;  we  sailors  are  used  to  hanging  in  the 
Sir. 

"  Ay,  with  good  three-stranded  ropes  to 
bold  on  by,  young  gentleman.  Now  his  ma* 
jesty^s  government  has  just  mad^s  you  an  officer, 
there  is  a  sort  of  obligation  to  take  care  of 
your  life,  in  order  that  it  may  be  used,  and, 
at  need,  given  away  in  his  service." 
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"Quite  true — quite  true,  Mr.  Dutton — so 
true,  I  wonder  you  think  it  necessary  to  remind 
me  of  it  I  am  very  grateful  to  his  majesty^s 
government,  and — ^^ 

While  speaking  the  voice  seemed  to  descend, 
getting  at  each  instant  less  and  less  distinct, 
until,  in  the  end,  it  became  quite  inaudible. 
Dutton  looked  uneasy,  for  at  that  instant  a 
noise  was  heard,  and  then  it  was  quite  clear 
some  heavy  object  was  falling  down  the  face 
of  the  cliff.  Now  it  was  that  the  mariner  felt 
the  want  of  good  nerves,  and  experienced  the 
sense  of  humiliation  which  accompanied  the 
consciousness  of  having  destroyed  them  by  his 
excesses.  He  trembled  in  every  limb,  and, 
for  the  moment,  was  actually  unable  to  rise. 
A  light  step  at  his  side^  however,  drew  a 
glance  in  that  direction,  and  his  eye  fell  on  the 
form  of  a  lovely  girl  of  nineteen,  his  own 
daughter,  Mildred. 

**  I  heard  you  calling  to  some  one^  father,** 
said  the  latter,  looking  wistfully  but  distrustfully 
at  her  parent,  as  if  wondering  at  his  yielding 
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to  his  infirmity  so  early  in  the  day;  *'can  I 
be  of  service  to  you  ?'" 

"Poor  Wychecombe ?**  exclaimed  Dutton. 
^  He  went  over  the  clifP  in  search  of  a  nosegay 
to  offer  to  yourself,  and — ^and — I  fear — greatly 
fear—'' 

«<What,  father?"  demanded  Mildred,  in  a 
▼oice  of  horror*  the  rich  colour  disappearing 
from  a  face  which  it  left  of  the  hue  of  death. 
'•  No — no-— no — he  cannot  have  fallen.'*' 

Dutton  bent  his  head  down,  drew  a  long 
breath,  and  then  seemed  to  gain  more  command 
of  his  nerves.  He  was  about  to  rise,  when  the 
sound  of  a  horse's  feet  was  heard,  and  then  Sir 
Wycherly  Wychecombe,  mounted  on  a  quiet 
pony,  rode  slowly  up  to  the  signal-staff.  It 
was  a  common  thing  for  the  baronet  to  appear 
on  the  cliffs  early  in  the  morning,  but  it  was 
not  usual  for  him  to  come  unattended.  The 
instant  her  eyes  fell  on  the  fine  form  of  the 
venerable  old  man,  Mildred,  who  seemed  to 
know  him  well,  and  to  use  the  familiarity  of 
one  confident  of  being  a  favourite,  exclaimed — 
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"  Oh  !  Sir  Wycherly,  how  fortunate ;  where 
is  Richard  ?" 

"  Good  morrow,  my  pretty  Milly  !^  answer- 
ed the  baronet,  cheerfully ;  ^  fortunate  or  not^ 
here  I  am ;  and  not  a  bit  flattered  that  your 
first  question  should  be  after  the  groom,  in- 
stead of  his  master.  I  have  sent  Dick  on  a 
message  to  the  vicar^s.  Now  my  poor  brother, 
the  judge,  is  dead  and  gone,  I  find  Mr.  Ro- 
therham  more  and  more  necessary  to  me."^ 

"  Oh  I  dear  Sir  Wycherly  —  Mr.  Wyche- 
coiiibe, — Lieutenant  Wychecombe,  I  mean  the 
young  ofiicer  from  Virginia  —  he  who  was  so 
desperately  wounded  —  in  whose  recovery  we 
all  took  so  deep  an  interest — " 

**  Well,  what  of  him,  child  ?  you  surely  do 
not  mean  to  put  him  on  a  level  with  Mr. 
Rotherham,  in  the  way  of  religious  consola- 
tion; and,  as  for  anything  else,  there  is  no 
consanguinity  between  the  Wychecombes  of 
Virginia  and  my  family.  He  may  be  a  ^ius 
nullius  of  the  Wychecombes  of  Wychecombe- 
Regis,  Herts,  but  has  no  connexion  with 
those  of  Wychecombe-Hall,  Devonshire.^ 
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-There,  theie— the  cliff  1— the  cUffl"  added 
Mfldred,  unable,  for  the  moment,  to  be  more 
explicit. 

As  the  girl  pointed  towards  the  predpice, 
and  looked  the  very  image  of  horror,  the 
good-hearted  old  baronet  began  to  get  some 
glimpses  of  the  truth ;  and,  by  means  of  a 
few  words  with  Dutton,  soon  knew  quite  as 
much  as  his  two  companions.  Descending 
from  his  pony  with  surprising  activity  for  one 
of  his  years.  Sir  Wycherly  was  soon  on  his 
feet,  and  a  sort  of  confused  consultation  be* 
tween  the  three  succeeded.  Neither  Uked  to 
approach  the  cliff,  which  was  nearly  perpen- 
dicular at  the  extremity  of  the  head-land,  and 
was  always  a  trial  to  the  nerves  of  those  who 
shrunk  from  standing  on  the  verge  of  pre* 
apices.  They  stood  like  persons  paralysed, 
until  Dutton,  ashamed  of  his  weakness,  and 
recalling  the  thousand  lessons  in  coolness  and 
courage  he  had  received  in  his  own  manly  pro* 
fession,  made  a  movement  towards  advancing 
to  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  real  state  of  the  case.    The  blood  returned 
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to  the  cheeks  of  Mildred,  too,  and  she  again 
found  a  portion  of  her  natural  spirit  raising 
her  courage. 

^  Stop,  father,**  she  said,  hastily ;  ^  you  are 
infirm,  and  are  in  a  tremour  at  this  moment. 
My  head  is  steadier ;  let  me  go  to  the  verge 
of  the  hill,  and  learn  what  has  happened.** 

This  was  uttered  with  a  forced  calmness 
that  deceived  her  auditors,  both  of  whom,  the 
one  from  age,  and  the  other  from  shattered 
nerves,  were  certainly  in  no  condition  to  as- 
sume the  same  o£Soe.  It  required  the  all-see- 
ing Eye^  which  alone  can  scan  the  heart,  to 
read  all  the  agonized  suspense  with  which  that 
young  and  beautiful  creature  approached  the 
spot,  where  she  might  command  a  view  of  the 
whole  of  the  side  of  the  fearful  declivity,  from 
its  giddy  summit  to  the  base  where  it  was 
washed  by  the  sea*  The  latter,  indeed,  could  not 
literally  be  seen  from  above,  the  waves  having 
so  far  undermined  the  cliff,  as  to  leave  a  pro* 
jection  that  concealed  the  point  where  the  rocks 
and  the  water  came  absolutely  in  contact;  the 
upper  portion  of  the  weather-worn  rocks  fall- 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS.  4S 

ing  a  little  inwards^  so  as  to  leave  a  ragged 
surface  that  was  sufficiently  broken  to  contain 
patches  of  earth  and  verdure,  sprinkled  with 
the  flowers  peculiar  to  such  an  exposure.     The 
f(^«  also,  intercepted  the  sight,  giving  to  the 
descent  the  appearance  of  a  fathomless  abyss. 
Had   the  life  of  the  most  indifferent  person 
been  in  jeopardy,   under    the    circumstances 
named,  Bfildred  would  have  been  filled  with 
deep  awe;   but  a  gush  of  tender  sensations^ 
which  had  hitherto  been  pent  in  the  sacred 
privacy  of  her  virgin  affections,  strutted  with 
natural  horror,  as  she  trod  lightly  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  declivity,  and  cast  a  timid  but 
eager  glance  beneath.      Then  she  recoiled  a 
step,  raised  her  hands  in  alarm,  and  hid  her 
faoe^  as  if  to  shut  out  some  frightful  spectacle. 
By  this  time,  Button's  practical  knowledge 
and  recollection  had  returned.     As  is  common 
with  seamen,  whose  minds  contained  vivid  pic* 
tures  of  the  intricate  tracery  of  their  vessePs 
rigging  in  the  darkest  nights,  his  thoughts  had 
flashed  athwart  all  the  probable  circumstances, 
and  presented  a  just  image  of  the  facts. 
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**  The  boy  could  not  be  seen  bad  he  abso- 
lutely fallen,  and  were  there  no  fog ;  for  tbe 
cliff  tumbles  home.  Sir  Wycherly,"  he  said, 
eagerly,  unconsciously  using  a  familiar  nauti- 
cal phrase  to  express  his  meaning.  *^  He  must 
be  clinging  to  the  side  of  the  precipice^  and 
that,  too,  above  the  swell  of  the  rocks." 

Stimulated  by  a  common  feeling,  the  two 
men  now  advanced  hastily  to  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  and  there,  indeed,  as  with  Mildred  herself, 
a  single  look  sufficed  to  tell  them  the  whole 
truth.     Young  Wychecombe,  in  leaning  for- 
ward to  pluck  a  flower,  had  pressed  so  bard 
upon  the  bit  of  rock  on  which  a  foot  rested,  as 
to  cause  it  to  break,  thereby  losing  his  balance. 
A  presence  of  mind  that  amounted  almost  to 
inspiration,  and  a  high  resolution,  alone  saved 
him  from  being  dashed  to  pieces.     Perceiving 
the  rock  to  give  way,  he  threw  himself  forward, 
and  alighted  on  a  narrow  shelf,  a  few  feet  be- 
neath the  place  where  he  had  just  stood,  and  at 
least  ten  feet  removed  from  it,  laterally.    The 
shelf  on  which  he  alighted  was  ragged,  and  but 
two  or  three  feet  wide.     It  would  have  afforded 
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only  a  check  to  his  fall,  had  there  not  fortu* 
natdy  been  some  shrubs  among  the  rocks  above 
it.     By   these  shrubs  the  young  man  caught^ 
actually  swinging  off  in  the  air,  under  the  im- 
petus  of  his  leapw     Happily,  the  shrubs  were 
too  well  rooted  to  give  way;   and,   swinging 
himself  round,  with  the  address  of  a  sailor,  the 
youthful  lieutenant  was  immediately  on  his  feet, 
in  comparative  safety.     The  silence  that  suc- 
ceeded was  the  consequence  of  the  shock  he  felt, 
in  finding  himself  so  suddenly  thrown  into  this 
perilous  situation.      The  summit  of  the  cliff 
was  now  about  six  fathoms  above  his  head,  and 
the  shelf  on  which  he  stood  impended  over  a 
portion  of  the  cliff  that  was  absolutely  perpen- 
dicular, and  which  might  be  said  to  be  out  of 
the  line  of  those  projections  along  which  he  had 
so  lately  been  idly  gathering  flowers.     It  was 
physically  impossible  for  any  human  being  to 
extricate  himself  from  such  a  situation  without 
assistance.    This  Wychecombe  understood  at  a 
glance,  and  he  had  passed  the  few  minutes  that 
intervened  between  his  fall  and  the  appearance 
of  the  party  above  him,  in  devising  the  means 
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necessary  to  his  liberation.  As  it  was,  few 
men)  unaccustomed  to  the  giddy  elevaticjos  of 
the  mast,  could  have  mustered  a  suflBdent  coni- 
mand  of  nerve  to  maintain  a  position  on  the 
ledge  where  he  stood.  Even  he  could  not  have 
continued  there  without  steadying  his  form  by 
the  aid  of  the  bushes. 

As  soon  as  the  baronet  and  Dutton  got  a 
glimpse  of  the  perilous  position  of  young 
Wychecombe,  each  recoiled  in  horror  from  the 
sight,  as  if  fearful  of  being  precipitated  on  top 
of  him.  Both  then  actually  lay  down  on  the 
grass,  and  approached  the  edge  of  the  cliff 
again  in  that  humble  attitude,  even  trembling 
as  they  lay  at  length,  with  their  chins  project- 
ing over  the  rocks»  staring  downwards  at  the 
victim.  The  young  man  could  see  nothing  of 
all  this ;  for  as  he  stood  with  his  back  against 
the  cliff,  he  had  not  room  to  turn  with  safety, 
or  even  to  look  upwards.  Mildred,  however, 
seemed  to  lose  all  sense  of  self  and  of  danger^ 
in  view  of  the  extremity  in  which  the  youth 
beneath  was  placed.  She  stood  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  precipice,  and  looked  down  with  a 
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Steadiness  and  impunity  that  would  have  been 
utterly  impossible  for  her  to  attain  under  less 
exciting  circumstances:  even  allowing  the 
young  man  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  her  rich 
locks,  as  they  hung  about  her  beautiful  face. 

'<  For  Ood*s  sake,  Mildred/'  called  out  the 
youth,  <^  keep  further  from  the  cliff — I  see  you, 
and  we  can  now  hear  each  other  without  so 
much  risk/' 

**  What  can  we  do  to  rescue  you,  Wyche- 
combe  ?"  eagerly  asked  the  girl.  <^  Tell  me,  I 
entreat  you,  for  Sir  Wycherly  and  my  father 
are  both  unnerved !  '^ 

**  Blessed  creature !  and  you  are  mindful  of 
my  danger !  But  be  not  uneasy,  Mildred ;  do 
as  I  tell  you,  and  all  will  yet  be  well.  I  hope 
you  hear  and  understand  what  I  say,  dearest 

girl!" 

**  Perfectly,*  returned  Mildred,  nearly  chok- 
ed by  the  effort  to  be  calm.  **  I  hear  every 
syUable— «peak  on.** 

^  Go  you  then  to  the  signal- halyards — let 
one  end  fly  loose,  and  pull  upon  the  other, 
until  the  whole  line  has  come  down ;  when  that 
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is  done^  return  here,  and  I  will  tell  you  more ; 
but,  for  Heaven^s  sake,  keep  farther  from  the 
cliff." 

The  thought  that  the  rope,  small  and  frail 
as  it  seemed,  might  be  of  use,  flashed  on  the 
brain  of  the  girl ;  and  in  a  moment  she  was  at 
the  staff.  Time  after  time^  when  liquor  inca- 
pacitated her  father  to  perform  his  duty,  had 
Mildred  bent  on,  and  hoisted  the  signals  for 
him ;  and  thus,  happily,  she  was  expert  in  the 
use  of  the  halyards.  In  a  minute  she  had  un- 
rove  them,  and  the  long  line  lay  in  a  little  pile 
at  her  feet. 

"  Tis  done^  Wycherly,**  she  said,  again 
looking  over  the  cliff;  **  shall  I  throw  you 
down  one  end  of  the  rope  ?  —  but,  alas!  I  have 
not  strength  to  raise  you ;  and  Sir  Wycherly 
and  father  seem  unable  to  assist  me !"" 

<*  Do  not  hurry  yourself,  Mildred,  and  all 
will  be  well.  Oo,  and  put  one  end  of  the  line 
around  the  signal-staff,  then  put  the  two  ends 
together,  tie  them  in  a  knot^  and  drop  them 
down  over  my  head.  Be  careful  not  to  come 
too  near  the  cliff,  for  — ** 
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The  last    injunction  was    useless,   Mildred 

having  flown  to  execute  her  commission.     Her 

quick   mind  readily  comprehended  what  was 

expected  of  her,  and  her  nimble  fingers  soon 

performed  their  task.     Tying  a  knot  in  the 

ends  of  the  lines,  she  did  as  desired,  and  the 

small  rope  was  soon  dangling  within  reach  of 

Wychecombe's  arm.     It  is  not  easy  to  make  a 

landsman  understand  the  confidence  which   a 

sulor  feels  in  a  rope.     Place  but  a  frail  and 

rotten  piece  of  twisted  hemp  in  his  hand,  and 

he  will  risk  his  person  in    situations    from 

which  he  would    otherwise   recoil    in    dread. 

Accustomed  to  hang  suspended  in  the  air,  with 

ropes  only  for  his  foothold,  or  with  ropes   to 

grasp  with  his  hand,  his  eye  gets  an  intuitive 

knowledge  of  what  will  sustain  him,  and  he 

unhesitatingly  trusts  his  person  to  a  few  seem-P 

iogly  slight  strands,  that,  to  one   unpractised, 

appear    wholly   unworthy    of   his    confidence* 

Signal^halyards    are  ropes    smaller    than  the 

little  finger  of  a  man  of  any  size ;  but  they  are 

usually  made  with  care,  and  every  rope-yarn 

tells.    Wychecombe,  too,  was  aware  that  tlvese 

VOL.    I.  D 
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particular  halyards  were  new,  for  he  had  a»* 
sisted  in  reeving  them  himself,  only  the  wedc 
before.  It  was  owing  to  this  circumstance 
that  they  were  long  enough  to  reach  him ;  a 
laige  allowance  for  wear  and  tear  having  been 
made  in  cutting  them  from  the  coil.  As  it 
was,  the  ends  dropped  some  twenty  feet  bdow 
the  ledge  on  which  he  stood. 

^  All  safe,  now,  Mildred !"  cried  the  young 
man,  in  a  voice  of  exultation,  the  moment  his 
hand  caught  the  two  ends  of  the  line,  which  he 
immediately  passed  around  his  body,  beneath 
the  arms,  as  a  precaution  against  accidents. 
**  All  safe,  now,  dearest  girl ;  have  no  further 
concern  about  me." 

Mildred  drew  back,  for  worlds  could  not 
have  tempted  her  to  witness  the  desperate  efibrt 
that  she  knew  must  follow.  By  this  time,  Sir 
Wycherly,  who  had  been  an  interested  witness 
of  all  that  passed,  found  his  voice,  and  assumed 
the  office  of  director. 

"  Stop,  my  young  namesake,''  he  eagerly 
cried,  when  he  found  that  the  sailor  was  about 
to  make  an  effort  to  drag  his  own  body  up  the 
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cliff;  <*  stop,  that  will  never  do ;  let  Datton 
and  I  do  that  much  for  you,  at  least.  We 
have  seen  all  that  has  passed,  and  are  now  able 
to  do  something.^ 

"  No  —  no.  Sir  Wycherly— on  no  account 
touch  the  halyards.  By  hauling  them  over 
the  top  of  the  rocks  you  will  probably  cut 
them,  or  part  them,  and  then  I  'm  lost,  with- 
out hope  !^ 

«'  Oh !  Sir  Wycherly,""  said  Mildred,  ear- 
Dcstly,  clasping  her  hands  together,  as  if  to 
enforce  the  request  with  prayer ;  *'  do  not  — 
do  not  touch  the  line.** 

^  We  had  better  let  the  lad  manage  the 
matter  in  his  own  way,"  put  in  Dutton ;  **  he 
is  active,  resolute,  and  a  seaman,  and  will  do 
better  for  himself  than,  I  fear,  we  can  do  for 
him.  He  has  got  a  turn  round  his  body,  and 
is  tderably  safe  against  any  slip,  or  mishap.**" 

As  the  words  were  uttered,  the  whole  three 
drew  back  a  short  distance  and  watched  the 
result,  in  intense  anxiety.  Dutton,  however, 
80  far  recollected  himself,  as  to  take  an  end  of 
the  old  halyards,  which  were  kept  in  a  chest  at 

d2 
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the  foot  of  the  staff,  and  to  make  an  attempt  to 
stopper  together  the  two  parts  of  the  little  rope 
on  which  the  youth  depended,  for  should  one 
of  the  parts  of  it  break,  without  this  precau- 
tion, there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  halyards 
from  running  round  the  staff,  and  destroying 
the  hold.  The  size  of  the  halyards  rendered 
this  expedient  very  difficult  of  attainment,  but 
enough  was  done  to  give  the  arrangement  a 
little  more  of  the  air  of  security.  All  this  time 
young  Wychecombe  was  making  his  own  pre«* 
parations  on  the  ledge,  and  quite  out  of  view ; 
but  the  tension  on  the  halyards  soon  announced 
that  his  weight  was  now  pendent  from  them. 
Mildred's  heart  seemed  ready  to  leap  from  her 
mouth,  as  she  noted  each  jerk  on  the  lines; 
and  her  father  watched  every  new  pull,  as  if  he 
expected  the  next  moment  would  produce  the 
final  catastrophe.  It  required  a  prodigious 
effort  in  the  young  man  to  raise  his  own  weight 
for  such  a  distance,  by  lines  so  small.  Had 
the  rope  been  of  any  size,  the  achievement 
would  have  been  trifling  for  one  of  the  frame 
and  habits  of  the  sailor,  more  especially  as  he 
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could  slightly  avafl  hinudf  of  hb  feet,  by 
fMnefldiig  tbem  against  the  rocks;  bat,  as  it 
vas,  he  felt  as  if  he  were  dragging  the  moun- 
tain up  after  him.  At  lengthy  his  head  ap- 
peared a  few  inches  above  the  rocks,  but  with 
hb  feet  pressed  against  the  dilT,  and  his  body 
indining  outward,  at  an  angle  of  forty-five 


^'Hdp  him — help  him,  fether!^  ezdaimed 
Mildred,  covering  her  fece  with  her  hands,  to 
exclude  the  sight  of  Wychecombe^s  desperate 
stmgg^.  **  If  he  fell  now,  he  will  be  de- 
stroyed«  Oh  I  save  him,  save  him.  Sir  Wych- 
eriyr 

But  neither  of  those  to  whom  she  appealed 
eould  be  of  any  use.  The  nervous  trembling 
again  came  over  the  fether;  and  as  for  the 
baronet,  age  and  inexperience  rendered  him 
helpless. 

**  Have  you  no  rope^  Mr.  Duttoo,  to  throw 
over  my  shoulders?"  cried  Wychecombe,  sus- 
pending his  exertions  in  pure  exhaustioo,  still 
keeping  all  he  had  gained,  with  his  head  pro- 
jecting outward,  over  the  abyss  beneath,  and 
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Sir  Wycherly,  that  rheumatism  can  be  inbe* 
rited  like  gout  P** 

**  I  dare  say  it  may — I  dare  say  it  may, 
Dutton-^but  never  mind  the  disease^  now ;  get 
my  young  namesake  back  here  on  the  grass, 
and  I  will  hear  all  about  it.  I  would  give 
the  world  that  I  had  not  sent  Dick  to  Mr. 
Rotherham's  this  morning.  Can't  we  contrive 
to  make  the  pony  pull  the  boy  up  ?** 

**The  traces  are  hardly  strong  enough  for 
such  work,  Sir  Wycherly.  Have  a  little  pa- 
tience^ and  I  will  manage  the  whole  things 
*  ship-shape^  and  Bristei>fashion»'  as  we  say  at 
sea.  Halloo  there.  Master  Wychecombe — ^an- 
swer my  hail,  and  I  will  soon  get  you  into  deep 
water." 

^  I  'm  safe  on  the  ledge^"  returned  the  voice 
of  Wychecombe,  from  below ;  *<  I  wish  you 
would  look  to  the  signal-halyards,  and  see  they 
do  not  chafe  against  the  rocks,  Mr.  Dutton.*** 

**  All  right,  sir ;  all  right  Slack  up,  if  you 
please^  and  let  me  have  all  the  line  you  can, 
without  casting  off  from  your  body.  Keep 
fast  the  endf  for  fear  of  accidents.** 
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In  an  instant  the  halyards  slackened,  and 
Dutton,  who  by  this  time  had  gained  his  self-* 
command,  though  still  weak  and  unnerved  by 
the  habits  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  forced  the 
bight  along  the  edge  of  the  diff,  until  he  had 
brought  it  over  a  projection  of  the  rocks,  where 
it  fastened  itself.     This  arrangement  caused 
the  line  to  lead  down  to  the  part  of  the  cliflTs 
from  which   the  young  man  had  fallen,  and 
where  it  was  by  no  means  difficult  for  a  steady 
head   and  active   limbs  to  move   about   and 
pluck  flowers.     It  consequently  remained  for 
Wychecombe  merely  to  regain  a  footing  on 
that  part  of  the   hill-side,    to   ascend  to  the 
summit  without  difficulty.    It  is  true  he  was 
now  below  the  point  from  which  he  had  fallen; 
but  by  swinging  himself  off  laterally,  or  even 
by  springing,  aided  by  the  line,  it  was  not  a 
difficult  achievement  to  reach   it,  and  he  no 
sooner  understood  the  nature  of  the  change 
that  had  been  made,  than  he  set  about  attempt- 
ing it.    The  confident  manner  of  Dutton  en- 
couraged both  the  baronet  and  Mildred,  and 
they  drew  to  the  cliff  again ;    standing  near 

o  5 
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cipal  weakness  was  an  overweening  and  an 
ignorant  admiration  of  his  own  country,  and 
all  it  contained.     He  was  also  strongly  ad- 
dicted to  that  feeling  of  contempt  for  the  de- 
pendencies of  the  empire,  which  seems  to  be 
inseparable  from  the  political  connexion  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  metropolitan  country 
and    their    colonies.      There    must  be  entire 
equality,  for  perfect  respect,  in  any  situation 
in  life;  and  as  a  rule,  men  always  appropriate 
to  their  own  shares  any  admitted  superiority 
that  may  happen  to  exist  on  the  part  of  the 
communities  to  which  they  belong.     It  is  on 
this  principle,  that   the  tenant  of  a  cockloft 
in  Paris  or  London  is  so  apt  to  feel  a  hig^ 
claim  to  superiority  over  the  occupant  of  a 
comfortable  abode  in  a  village.    As  between 
England  and  her  North  American  colonies  in 
particular,  this   feeling  was  stronger   than  is 
the  case  usually,  on  account  of  the  early  d^ 
mocratical  tendencies  of  the  latter ;  not,  that 
these  tendencies  had  already  become  the  sub- 
ject of  political  jealousies,  but  that  they  left 
social  impressions,  which  were  singularly  adapt- 
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ed   to   bringing    the  colonists  into  contempt 
among  a  people  predominant  for   their  own 
factitious  habits,  and  who  are  so  strongly  in- 
dined  to  view  everything  even  to  principles, 
through  the  medium  of  arbitrary  conventional 
customs.     It  must  be  confessed  that  the  Ame* 
ricans,  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
were   an  exceedingly  provincial,  and  in  many 
particulars  a  narrow-minded  people,   as  well 
in  their  opinions  as  in  their  habits;  nor  is  the 
reproach  altogether  removed    at  the  present 
day  ;   but   the  country  from  which  they  are 
derived  had  not  then  made  the  vast  strides  in 
civilization,  for  which  it  has  latterly  become 
so  distinguished.     The  indifference,  too,  with 
which  all  Europe  regarded  the  whole  American 
continent,  and    to    which    England,    herself, 
though  she  possessed  so  large  a  stake  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  formed  no  material  ex- 
ception,  constantly  led    that    quarter  of  the 
world  into  profound  mistakes  in  all  its  reason- 
ing that  was  connected  with  this  quarter  of 
the  world,  and  aided  in  producing  the  state  of 
feeling  to  which  we  have  alluded.     Sir  Wych- 
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erly  felt  and  reasoned  on  the  subject  of  America 
much  as  the  great  bulk  of  his  countrymen  felt 
and  reasoned  in  1745 ;  the  exceptions  existing 
only  among  the  enlightened,  and  those  whose 
particular  duties  rendered  more  correct  know* 
ledge  necessary,  and  not  always  among  them. 
It  is  said  that  the  English  minister  conceived 
the  idea  of  taxing  America,  from  the  drcum* 
stance  of  seeing  a  wealthy  Virginian  lose  a 
large  sum  at  play,  a  sort  of  argumentum  ad 
hominem  that  brought  with  it  a  very  dangerous 
conclusion  to  apply  to  the  sort  of  people  with 
whom  he  had  to  deaL  Let  this  be  as  it  might, 
there  is  no  more  question,  that  at  the  period 
of  our  tale,  the  profoundest  ignorance  concern- 
ing America  existed  generally  in  the  mother 
country,  than  there  is  that  the  profoundest  re- 
spect existed  in  America  for  nearly  everything 
English.  Truth  compels  us  to  add,  that  in 
despite  of  all  that  has  passed,  the  ds-atlantie 
portion  of  the  weakness  has  longest  endured 
the  assaults  of  time  and  of  an  increased  inter- 
course. 

Young  Wycherly,  as  is  ever  the  case,  was 
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keenly   alive  to  any  insinuations  that   might 
be  supposed  to  reflect  on  the  portion  of  the 
empire  of  which  he  was  a  native.     He  consider- 
ed himself  an  Englishman,  it  is  true;   was 
thoroughly  loyal ;  and  was  every  way  disposed 
to  sustain  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  seat 
of  authority ;  but  when  questions  were  raised 
between  Europe  and  America,  he  was  an  Ame- 
rican ;  as,  in  America  itself,  he  regarded  him- 
self as  purely  a  Virginian,  in  contradistii^ction 
to  all  the  other  colonies.    He  understood  the 
intended  sarcasm  of  Tom  Wychecombe,  but 
smothered  his  resentment,  out  of  respect  to 
the  baronet,  and  perhaps  a  little  influenced  by 
the  feelings  in  which  he  had  been   so  lately 
indulging. 

**  Those  gentlemen  who  are  disposed  to  fancy 
such  things  of  the  colonies,  would  do  well  to 
visit  that  part  of  the  world,"  he  answered, 
calmly,  **  before  they  express  their  opinions 
too  loudly,  lest  they  should  say  something 
that  future  observation  might  make  them  wish 
to  recall" 
^True^  my  young  friend,  quite  true,"  put 
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in  the  baronet,  with  the  kindest  possible   in- 
tentions;  "true  as  gospel.     We  never  know 
anything  of  matters   about  which  we   know 
nothing,  that  we  old  men  must  admit,  Master 
Dutton,  and  I   should  think  Tom  must    see 
its  force.     It  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect 
to  find  everything  as  comfortable  in  America 
as  we  have  it  here  in  England ;  nor  do  I  sup- 
pose the  Americans,  in  general,  would  be  as 
likely  to  get  over  a  cliff  as  an  Englishman* 
However,  there  are  exceptions  to  all  general 
rules,  as  my  poor  brother  James  used  to  sayt 
when  he  saw  occasion   to  find  fault  with  the 
sermon  of  a  prelate.    I  believe  you  did  not 
know  my   poor   brother,  Dutton  ;    he   must 
have  been   killed    about  the   time  you   were 
bom ;  St.  James,  I  used  to  call  him,  although 
my  brother  Thomas,  the  judge  that  was,  Tom^s 
father,  there,  said  he  was  St.  James  the  less." 

**  I  believe  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wychecombe  was 
dead  before  I  was  of  an  age  to  remember  his 
virtues,  Sir  Wycherly,"  said  JDutton,  respect- 
fully ;  '^  though  I  have  often  heard  my  own 
father  speak  of  all  your  honoured  family." 
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*^  Ye%  your  father,  Dutton,  was  the  attorney 
of  the  next  town,  and  we  all  knew  him  well. 
You  have  done  quite  right  to  come  back  among 
us  to  spend  the  close  of  your  own  days.  A  man 
is  never  as  well  off  as  when  he  is  thriving  in 
his  native  soil,  more  especially  when  that  soil 
is  old  England  and  Devonshire.  You  are 
not  one  of  us,  young  gentleman,  though  your 
name  happens  to  be  Wychecombe;  but  then 
we  are  none  of  us  accountable  for  our  own 
births  or  birth-places." 

This  truism,  which  is  in  the  mouths  of 
thousands,  while  it  is  in  the  hearts  of  scarcely 
any,  was  well  meant  by  Sir  Wycherly,  how- 
ever plainly  expressed.  It  merely  drew  from 
the  youth  the  simple  answer,  that  *^he  was 
born  in  the  colonies  and  had  colonists  for  his 
parents,"  a  fact  that  the  others  had  heard 
already,  some  ten  or  a  dozen  times. 

^^  It  is  a  little  singular,  Mr.  Wychecombe^ 
that  you  should  bear  both  of  my  names,  and 
yet  be  no  relative,"  continued  the  baronet. 
*^  Now,  Wycherly  came  into  our  family  from 
old  Sir  Hildebrand  Wycherly,  who  was  slain 
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at  Bosworth  Field,  and  whose  only  daughter, 
my  ancestor,  and  Tom's  ancestor,  there,  mar- 
ried. Since  that  day,  Wycherly  has  been  a 
favourite  name  among  us.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Wychecombes  of  Herts  ever  thought 
of  calling  a  son  Wycherly,  although,  as  my 
poor  brother  the  judge  used  to  say,  thty  were 
related,  but  of  the  half*blood,  only.  I  suppose 
your  father  taught  you  what  is  meant  by  being 
of  the  half-blood,  Thomas  ?"" 

Tom  Wychecombe^s  face  became  the  colour 
of  scarlet,  and  he  cast  an  uneasy  glance  at  all 
present,  expecting  in  particular,  to  meet  with 
a  look  of  exultation  in  the  eyes  of  the  lieu- 
tenant. He  was  greatly  relieved,  however,  at 
finding  that  neither  of  the  three  meant  or  un- 
derstood more  than  was  simply  expressed.  As 
for  his  uncle,  he  had  not  the  smallest  intention 
of  making  any  allusion  to  the  peculiarity  of 
his  nephew^s  birth,  and  the  other  two^  in  com- 
mon with  the  world,  supposed  the  reputed 
heir  to  be  legitimate.  Gathering  courage  from 
the  looks  of  those  around  him,  Tom  answered, 
with  a  steadiness  that  prevented  his  agitation 
from  being  detected. 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS.  69 

•* Certainly,  my  dear  sir;  iny  excellent  pa- 
rent forgot  nothing  that  he  thought  might  be 
uaefiil  to  me,  in  maintaining  my  rights  and 
the  honour  of  the  family,  hereafter.  I  very 
well  understand  that  the  Wychecombes  of 
Hertfordshire  have  no  claims  on  us,  nor,  in- 
deed, any  Wychecombe  who  is  not  descended 
from  my  respectable  grandfather,  the  late  Sir 
Wycherly." 

*^  He  must  have  been  an  ear/y,  instead  of 
a  late  Sir  Wycherly,  rather  Mr.  Thomas,^  put 
in  Diitton,  laughing  at  his  own  conceit ;  ^  for 
I  can  remember  no  other  than  the  honourable 
baronet  before  us  in  the  last  fifty  years." 

''Quite  true,  Dutton,  very  true,**  rejoined 
the  person  last  alluded  to.  **  As  true  as  that 
*  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man.'  We  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  such  things  on  the  coast 
here.  It  was  half  a  century,  last  October, 
since  I  succeeded  my  respected  parent,  but 
it  will  not  be  another  half  century  before  some 
one  will  succeed  me.*^ 

Sir  Wycherly  was  a  hale,  hearty  man  for  his 
years,  but  he  had  no  unmanly  dread  of  his  end. 
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Still  he  felt  it  could  not  be  very  distant,  hav* 
ing  already  numbered  fourscore  and  four  years. 
Nevertheless,  there  were  certain  phrases  of 
usage,  that  Dutton  did  not  see  fit  to  forget  on 
such  an  occasion,  and  he  answered  accordingly, 
turning  to  look  at  and  admire  the  still  ruddy 
countenance  of  the  baronet,  by  way  of  giving 
emphasis  to  his  words. 

**  You  will  yet  see  half  of  us  into  our  graves. 
Sir  Wycherly,^  he  said,  '^  and  still  remain  an 
active  man.  Though  I  dare  say  another  half 
century  will  bring  most  of  us  up.  Even  Mr. 
Thomas,  here,  and  your  young  namesake,  can 
hardly  hope  to  run  out  more  line  than  that. 
Well,  as  for  myself,  I  only  desire  to  live 
through  this  war,  that  I  may  again  see  his 
majesty^s  arms  triumphant;  though  they  do 
tell  me  that  we  are  in  for  a  good  thirty  years^ 
struggle.  Wars  have  lasted  as  long  as  thatj 
Sir  Wycherly,  and  I  donH  see  why  this  may 
not,  as  well  as  another.^* 

**  Very  true,  Dutton  ;  it  is  not  only  possible, 
but  probable ;  and  I  trust  both  you  and  I  may 
live  to  see  our  flower^hunter  here,  a  post-cap- 
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tain,  at  least  — though  it  would  be  wishing 
almost  too  much  to  expect  to  see  him  an  ad- 
miraL  There  has  been  one  admiral  of  the 
name,  and  I  confess  I  should  like  to  see 
another!'' 

*'  Has  not  Mr.  Thomas  a  brother  in  the  ser- 
vice?^ demanded  the  master ;  ^^  I  had  thought 
that  my  lord,  the  judge,  had  given  us  one  of 
his  young  gentlemen.'*^ 

'*  He  thought  of  it ;  but  the  army  got  both 
of  the  boys,  as  it  turned  out.  Gregory  was  to 
be  the  midshipman ;  my  poor  brother  intend- 
ing him  for  a  sailor  from  the  first,  and  so 
giving  him  the  name  that  was  once  borne  by 
the  unfortunate  relative  we  lost  by  shipwreck. 
I  wished  him  to  call  one  of  the  lads  James, 
after  St  James ;  but,  somehow,  I  never  could 
persuade  Thomas  to  see  all  the  excellence  of 
that  pious  young  man.^* 

Dutton  was  a  little  embarrassed,  for  St. 
James  had  left  anything  but  a  godly  savour 
behind  him ;  and  he  was  about  to  fabricate  a 
tolerably  bold  assertion  to  the  contrary,  rather 
than  incur  the  risk  of  offending  the  lord  of  the 
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manor,  when,  luckily,  a  change  in  the  state  of 
the  fog  afforded  him  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  bringing  about  an  apposite  change  in  the 
subject.     During  the  whole  of  the  morning  the 
sea  had  been  invisible  from  the  head-land,   a 
dense  body  of  vapour  resting   on   it,   far   as 
eye  could  reach;    veiling  the  whole  expanse 
with  a  single  white  cloud.     The  lighter  por- 
tions of  the  vapour  had  at  first  floated  around 
the  head-land,  which  could  not  have  been  seen 
at  any  material  distance;    but  all  had  been 
gradually  settling  down  into  a  single  mass, 
that  now  rose  within  twenty  feet  of  the  summit 
of  the  cliffs.    The  hour  was  still  quite  early, 
but  the  sun  was  gaining  force,  and  it  speedily 
drank  up  all  the  lighter  particles  of  the  mist, 
leaving  a  clear,  bright  atmosphere  above  the 
feathery  bank,  through  which  objects  might  be 
seen  for  miles.     There  was  what  seamen  call  a 
<*  fanning    breeze,**  or  just   wind  enough   to 
cause  the  light  sails  of  a  ship  to  swell  and 
collapse,  under  the  double  influence  of  the  air 
and  the  motion  of  the  hull,  imitating  in  a  slight 
degree  the  vibrations  of  that  familiar  appliance 
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of  the  female. toilet.  Dutton's  eye  had  caught 
a  glance  of  the  loftiest  sail  of  a  vessel,  above 
the  fog^  going  through  this  very  movement; 
and  it  afforded  him  the  release  he  desired,  by 
enabling  him  to  draw  the  attention  of  his  com- 
panions to  the  same  object 

"  See^  Sir  Wycherly  —  see,  Mr.  Wyche- 
combe,^  he  cried,  eagerly,  pointing  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  sail,  **  yonder  is  some  of  the 
king's  canvass  coming  into  our  roadstead,  or  I 
am  no  judge  of  the  set  of  a  man-of-war's  royal. 
It  is  a  large  bit  of  cloth,  too,  Mr.  Lieutenant, 
for  a  sail  so  lofty  I** 

^  It  is  a  two-decker's  royal,  Master  Dutton," 
returned  the  young  sailor ;  **  and  now  you  see 
the  fore  and  main,  separately,  as  the  ship  keeps 
away.'' 

**  Well,"  put  in  Sir  Wycherly,  in  a  resigned 
manner,  *'  here  have  I  lived  fourscore  years  on 
this  coast,  and,  for  the  life  of  me,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  tell  a  fore- royal  from  a  back-royal, 
or  a  mizzen  head-stay  from  a  head  mizzen- 
ttay.  They  are  the  most  puzzling  things  ima- 
ginable; and  now  I  cannot  discover  how  you 

VOL.    I.  B 
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know    that    yonder    sail,   which  I  see    plain 
enough,  is  a  royal,  any  more  than  that  it  is  s 

Dutton  and  the  lieutenant  smiled ;  but  Sir 
1  Wycherly^s  simplicity  had  a  cast  of  truth   and 

nature  about  it,  that  deterred  most  people 
from  wishing  to  ridicule  him.  Then,  the  rank, 
fortune,  and  local  interest  of  the  baronet, 
counted  for  a  good  deal  on  all  such  occasions. 

**  Here  is  another  fellow,  farther  east,''  cried 
Dutton,  still  pointing  with  a  finger;  << and  every 
inch  as  big  as  his  consort !  Ah  I  it  does  my 
eyes  good  to  see  our  roadstead  come  into  no* 
tice,  in  this  manner,  after  all  I  have  said  and 
done  in  its  behalf. — But,  who  have  we  here  ? — 
a  brother  chip,  by  his  appearance ;  I  dare  say 
some  idler  who  has  been  sent  ashore  with 
despatches.^ 

*<  There  is  another  fellow  further  east,  and 
every  inch  as  big  as  his  consort,"  said  Wycbe- 
combe,  as  we  shall  call  our  lieutenant,  in  order 
to  distinguish  him  from  Tom  of  the  same 
name,  repeating  the  very  words  of  Dutton, 
with  an  application  and  readiness  that  almost 
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aiDounted  to  wit,  pointing,  in  his  turn,  at  two 
strangers  who  were  ascending  to  the  station 
by  a  path  that  led  from  the  beach.  ^*  Certain- 
ly both  these  gentlemen  are  in  his  majesty's 
aerrice^  and  they  have  probably  just  landed 
firom  the  ships  in  the  oflBng." 

The  truth  of  this  conjecture  was  apparent 
to  Dutton  at  a  glance.  As  the  strangers  joined 
each  other,  the  one  last  seen  proceeded  in  ad- 
vance; and  there  was  something  in  his  years^ 
the  confident  manner  in  which  he  approached, 
and  his  general  appearance,  that  induced  both 
the  sailors  to  believe  he  might  be  the  com- 
mander of  one  of  the  ships  that  had  just  come 
in  view. 

*'  Good  morrow,  gentlemen  ! "  commenced 
this  person,  as  soon  as  near  enough  to  salute 
the  party  at  the  foot  of  the  flag-staff;  ^*  good 
morrow  to  ye  all  I  I  'm  glad  to  meet  you, 
for  it  's  but  a  Jacob's  ladder,  this  path  of 
yours,  through  the  ravine  in  the  cliffs.  Hey  ! 
why,  Atwood,"  looking  round  him  at  the  sea 
of  vapour,  in  surprise ;  ^*  what  the  devil  has 

become  of  the  fleet  ?  ^ 

s2 
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**It  is  lost  in  the  fog,  sir;  we  are  above  it 
here ;.  when  more  on  a  level  with  the  ships*  ^re 
could  see,  or  fancy  we  saw,  more  of  them  than 
we  do  now.** 

**Here  are  the  upper  sails  of  two  heawy 
ships,  sir,^  observed  Wycheoombe,  pointing  in 
the  direction  of  the  vessels  already  seen ;  '<  ay « 
and  yonder  are  two  more:  nothing  but  the 
royals  are  visible.^ 

**  Two  more  1  —  I  left  eleven  two-deckers, 
three  frigates,  a  sloop,  and  a  cutter  in  sight, 
when  I  got  into  the  boat.  You  might  have 
covered  *em  all  with  a  pocket-handkerchief, 
—hey  !  Atwood  ?  * 

**  They  were  certainly  in  close  order,  sir, 
but  I  '11  not  take  it  on  myself  to  say  quite  as 
near  together  as  that.** 

**  Ay,  you  're  a  dissenter  by  trade,  and  never 
will  believe  in  a  miracle.  Sharp  work,  gen- 
tlemen, to  get  up  such  a  hill  as  this,  after 
fifty." 

'*  It  is,  indeed,  sir,''  answered  Sir  Wycherly, 
kindly.  <<  Will  you  do  us  the  favour  to  take 
a  seat  among  us,  and  rest  yourself  after  so  vie- 
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lent  an  exertion.  The  diff  is  hard  enough  to 
ascend,  even  when  one  keeps  the  path  ;  though 
here  is  a  young  gentleman  who  had  a  fancy 
just  now  to  go  down  it  without  a  path ;  and 
that,  too,  merely  that  a  pretty  girl  might  have 
a  nos^ay  on  her  breakfast-table." 

The  stranger  looked  intently  at  Sir  Wych- 
erly  for  a  moment,  and  then  glanced  his  eye  at 
the  groom  and  the  pony,  after  which  he  took 
a  survey  of  Tom  Wychecombe,  the  lieutenant, 
and  the  master.  He  was  a  man  accustomed 
to  look  about  him,  and  he  understood,  by  that 
rapid  glance,  the  characters  of  all  he  sur- 
veyed, with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  that  of 
Tom  Wychecombe;  and  even  of  that  he  form- 
ed a  tolerably  shrewd  conjecture.  Sir  Wych- 
erly,  be  immediately  set  down  as  the  squire 
of  the  adjacent  estate ;  Dutton^s  situation  he 
hit  exactly,  conceiving  him  to  be  a  worn-out 
master,  who  was  employed  to  keep  the  signal- 
station  ;  while  he  understood  Wychecombe,  by 
his  undress,  and  air,  to  be  a  sea-lieutenant  in 
the  king'^s  service.  Tom  Wychecombe  he 
thought  it  quite  likely  might  be  the  son  and 
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heir  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  both  being  in 
mourning;  though  he  decided  in  his  oim 
mind  that  there  was  not  the  smallest  family 
lilceness  between  them.  Bowing  with  the  cour- 
tesy of  a  man  who  knew  how  to  acknowledge 
a  civility,  he  took  the  proffered  seat  at  Sir 
Wycherly's  side  without  farther  ceremony. 

*<We  must  carry  the  young  fellow  to  sea 
with  us,  sir,^  rejoined  the  stranger,  **  and  that 
will  cure  him  of  looking  for  flowers  in  such 
ticklish  places.  His  majesty  has  need  of  ua 
all,  in  this  war;  and  I  trust,  young  gentle- 
man,  you  have  not  been  long  ashore,  among 
the  girls." 

"Only  long  enough  to  make  a  cure  of 
a  pretty  smart  hurt,  received  in  cutting  out 
a  lugger  from  the  opposite  coast,^  answered 
Wychecombe,  with  sufficient  modesty,  and  yet 
with  sufficient  spirit. 

*^  Lugger  I — ^ha !  what  Atwood  ?  You  surely 
do  not  mean,  young  gentleman.  La  Voltigeuse  i^ 

"  That  was  the  name  of  the  craft,  sir— we 
found  her  in  the  roads  of  G^ix.'' 

"  And  then  I  Ve  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 
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IVjcbeoombe,  the  young  officer  who  led  in  that 
gallant  attack  ?  " 

This  was  said  with  a  most  flattering  warmth 
of  manner,  the  stranger  even  rising  and  remov- 
ing  his  haty  as  he  uttered  the  words  with  i 
heartiness  that  showed  how  much  his  feelings 
were  in  unison  with  what  he  said. 

*^  I  am  Mr.  Wycheoombe,  sir,''  answered  the 
other,  blushing  to  the  temples,  and  returning 
the  salute;  *' though  I  had  not  the  honour  of 
leading;  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  our  ship  be- 
ing in  another  boat.^ 

"  Yes — I  know  all  that — ^but  he  was  beaten 
off,  while  you  boarded  and  did  the  work.  What 
have  my  lords  commissioners  done  in  the  mat- 
ter?" 

"  All  that  is  necessary,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, sir,  I  do  assure  you ;  having  sent  me  a 
commission  the  very  next  week.  I  only  wish 
they  had  been  equally  generous  to  Mr.  Walton, 
who  received  a  severe  wound  also,  and  behaved 
as  wdl  as  man  could  behave.^ 

^'  That  would  not  be  so  wise,  Mr*  Wyche- 
combe,  since  it  would  be  rewarding  a  failure/' 
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returned  the  stranger,  coldly.  ^'  Success  is  all 
in  all)  in  war.  Ah !  there  the  fellows  begin  to 
show  themselves,  Atwood." 

This  remark  drew  all  eyes  again  towards  the 
sea,  where  a  sight  now  presented  itself  that  was 
really  worthy  of  a  passing  notice.  The  vapour 
appeared  to  have  become  packed  into  a  mass  of 
some  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet  in  height,  leav- 
ing a  perfectly  clear  atmosphere  above  it.  In 
the  clear  air  were  visible  the  upper  spars  and 
canvass  of  the  entire  fleet  mentioned  by  the 
stranger ;  sixteen  sail  in  all.  There  were  the 
eleven  two-deckers,  and  the  three  frigates,  ris- 
ing in  pyramids  of  canvass,  still  fanning  in 
towards  the  anchorage,  which  in  that  roadstead 
was  within  pistol-shot  of  the  shore ;  while  the 
royals  and  upper  part  of  the  top-gallant  sails 
of  the  sloop  seemed  to  stand  on  the  surface  of 
the  fog,  like  a  monument.  After  a  moment^s 
pause,  Wycbecombe  discovered  even  the  head 
of  the  cutter's  royal-mast,  with  the  pennant 
lazily  fluttering  a«head  of  it,  partly  concealed 
in  vapour.  The  fog  seemed  to  settle  instead  of 
rising,  though  it  evidently  rolled  along  the  face 
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of  the  waters,  putting  the  whole  scene  in  motion. 
It  was  not  long  ere  the  tops  of  the  ships  of  the 
line  became  visible,  and  then  living  beings  were 
&r  the  first  time  seen  in  the  moving  masses. 

*'  I  suppose  we  offer  just  such  a  sight  to  the 
top-men  of  the  ships  as  they  offer  to  us,*^  ob- 
served the  stranger.  <<  They  must  see  this 
head-land  and  flag-staff,  Mr.  Wychecombe; 
and  there  can  be  no  danger  of  their  standing  in 
toofiir!** 

"  I  should  think  not,  sir;  certainly  the  men 
aloft  can  see  the  cliffs  above  the  fog,  as  we  see 
the  vessels'  spars.  Ha  I  Mr.  Dutton,  there  is  a 
rear-admiral's  flag  flying  on  board  the  ship 
farthest  to  the  eastward." 

''So  r  see,  sir;  and  by  looking  at  the  third 
vessel  on  the  western  side  of  the  line,  you  will 
find  a  bit  of  square  bunting  at  the  fore,  which 
will  tell  you  there  is  a  vice-admiral  beneath  it.**^ 

"  Quite  true  ! "  exclaimed  Wychecombe,  who 

was  ever  enthusiastic  on  matters  relating  to  his 

profession;  "a  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  too; 

which  is  the  next  step  to  being  a  full  admiral. 

This  must  be  the  fleet  of  Sir  Digby  Downes !  ^ 

s  5 
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No,  young  gentleman/'  returned  the  stran- 
ger, who  percdved  by  the  glance  of  the  other's 
eye^  that  a  question  was  indirectly  put  to  him- 
self; <Mt  is  the  southern  squadron;  and    the 
vice-admiral's  flag  you  see  belongs  to  Sir  G^er- 
vaise  Oakes.     Admiral  Bluewater  is  on  board 
the  ship  that  carries  a  flag  at  the  mizzen/* 

'*  Those  two  officers  always  go  together.  Sir 
Wycherly,"  added  the  young  man.  "  When- 
ever we  hear  the  name  of  Sir  Gervaise,  that  oi 
Bluewater  is  certain  to  accompany  it.  Such  a 
union  in  service  is  delightful  to  witness.*' 

"  Well  may  they  go  in  company,  Mr.  Wyche- 
combe,^  returned  the  stranger,  betraying  a  little 
emotion.  "  Oakes  and  Bluewater  were  reefers 
together,  under  old  Breasthook,  in  the  Mer- 
maid ;  and  when  the  first  was  made  a  lieutenant 
into  the  Squid,  the  last  followed  as  a  mate. 
Oakes  was  first  of  the  Briton,  in  her  action  with 
the  Spanish  frigates,  and  Bluewater  third.  For 
that  aflair  Oakes  got  a  sloop,  and  his  friend  went 
with  him  as  his  first.  The  next  year  they  had 
the  luck  to  capture  a  heavier  ship  than  their 
own,  when,  for  the  first  time  in  their  service. 
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the  two  young  men  were  separated;  Oakes  get- 
ting a  frigate,  and  Bluewater  getting  the  Squid. 
Still  they  cruised  in  company,  until  the  senior 
was  sent  in  command  of  a  flying  squadron,  with 
a  broad  pennant,  when  the  junior,  who  by  this 
time  was  post,  received  his  old  messmate  on 
board  his  own  frigate.  In  that  manner  they 
served  together  down  to  the  hour  when  the  first 
hoisted  his  flag.  From  that  time  the  two  old 
seamen  have  never  been  parted ;  Bluewater  act- 
ing as  the  admiral's  captain  until  he  got  the 
square  bunting  himself.  The  vice-admiral  has 
never  led  the  van  of  a  fleet,  that  the  rear-admi- 
ral did  not  lead  the  rear-division ;  and  now  that 
Sir  Oervaise  is  a  commander-in-chief,  you  see 
his  friend,  Dick  Bluewater,  is  cruising  in  his 
company.'^ 

While  the  stranger  was  giving  this  account 
of  the  Two  Admirals,  in  a  half-serious,  half- 
jocular  manner,  the  eyes  of  his  companions 
were  on  him.  He  was  a  middle-sized,  red- 
faced  man,  with  an  aquiline  nose,  a  light-blue 
animated  eye^  and  a  mouth  which  denoted  more 
of  the  habits  and  care  of  refinement  than  either 
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his  dress  or  his  ordiDarily  careless  mien.      A 
great  deal  is  said  about  the  aristocracy  of  the 
ears,  and  the  hands,  and  the  feet ;  but  of  all 
the  features,  or  other  appliances  of  the  human 
frame,  the  mouth  and  the  nose  have  the  greats 
est  influence  in   producing  an  impression   of 
gentility.     This  was  peculiarly  the  case  with 
the  stranger,  whose  beak,  like  that  of  an  an- 
cient galley,  gave  the  promise  of  a  stately 
movement,  and  whose  beautiful  teeth  and  win- 
ning smile  often  relieved  the  expression  of  a 
countenance  that  was  not  unfrequently  stem. 
As  he  ceased  speaking,  Dutton  rose,  in  a  stu- 
died manner,  raised  his  hat  entirely  from  his 
head,  bowed  his  body  nearly  to  a  right  angle, 
and  said, 

*^  Unless  my  memory  is  treacherous,  I  believe 
I  have  the  honour  to  see  Rear-Admiral  Blue- 
water  himself;  I  was  a  mate  in  the  Med  way 
when  he  commanded  the  Chloe;  and  unless 
five-and-twenty  years  have  made  more  changes 
than  I  think  probable,  he  is  now  on  this  hill.** 

*^  Your  memory  is  a  bad  one,  Mr.  Dutton, 
and  your  hill  has  on  it  a  much  worse  man,  in 
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all  respects,  than  Admiral  Bluewater.  They 
say  that  man  and  wife^  from  living  together, 
aod  thinking  alike^  having  the  same  affections, 
loving  the  same  objects,  or  sometimes  hating 
them,  get  in  time  to  look  alike ; — eh,  Atwood  I 
It  may  be  that  I  am  growing  like  Bluewater, 
on  the  same  principle ;  but  this  is  the  first  time 
I  ever  heard  the  thing  suggested.  I  am  Sir 
Gervaise  Oakes,  at  your  service,  sir." 

The  bow  of  Dutton  was  now  much  lower 
than  before,  while  young  Wychecombe  unco- 
vered himself,  and  Sir  Wycherly  arose  and 
paid  his  compliments  cordially,  introducing 
himself,  and  offering  the  admiral  and  all  his 
officers  the  hospitality  of  the  Hall. 

^  Ay,  this  is  straightforward  and  hearty,  and 
in  the  good  old  English  manner ! "  exclaimed 
the  admiral,  when  he  had  returned  the  salutes, 
and  cordially  thanked  the  baronet.  ''One 
might  land  in  Scotland,  now,  anywhere  be- 
tween the  Tweed  and  John  o'Groat's  house, 
and  not  be  asked  so  much  as  to  eat  an  oaten 
cake ;— eh,  Atwood  ?  —  always  excepting  the 
mountain  dew."  « 
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"  You  will  have  your  fling  at  my  poor  coun- 
trymen, Sir  Gervaise,  and  so  there  is  no  more 
to  be  said  on  the  subject,^'  returned  the  secre- 
tary, for  such  was  the  rank  of  the  admiral's 
companion.     "  I  might  feel  hurt,  at  times,  did 
I  not  know  that  you  get  as  many  Scotsmen 
about  you  in  your  own  ship  as  you  can,  and 
that  a  fleet  is  all  the  better  in  your  judgment 
for  having  every  other  captain  from  the  land  o' 
cakes.^ 

*'Did  you  ever  hear  the  like  of  that.  Sir 
Wycherly  ?  Because  I  stick  to  a  man  I  like,  he 
accuses  me  of  having  a  predilection  for  his 
whole  country.  Here's  Attwood,  now;  he 
was  my  clerk  when  in  a  sloop,  and  he  has  fol* 
lowed  me  to  the  Plantagenet,  and  because  I  do 
not  throw  him  overboard,  he  wishes  to  make  it 
appear  half  Scotland  is  in  her  hold." 

*^  Well,  there  are  the  surgeon,  the  purser, 
one  of  the  mates,  one  of  the  marine  officers,  and 
the  fourth  lieutenant,  to  keep  me  company.  Sir 
Oervaise,"  answered  the  secretary,  smiling  like 
one  accustomed  to  his  superioi's  jokes,  and  who 
cared   very  little  about   them.     '^When  you 


THB  TWO  ADHDLALS.  87 

flmd  us  all  back  to   Sootland,   I^m  tliii 


there  wfll  be  man  j  a  good  Tacmc  j  to  filL* 

**TIie  Scotch  make  themsdTes  Tery  UBefol, 
Sir  Gervaiae,''  put  in  Sir  Wycherlj,  by  way  of 
moothing  the  matter  orer ;  *'  and  now  we  have 
a  Brunswick  prince  on  the  throne,  we  English- 
men have  less  jealousy  of  them  than  formerly. 
I  am  sure  I  should  be  happy  to  see  all  the  gen- 
tlemen mentioned  by  Mr.  Attwood,  at  Wych^ 
oombe  HaU." 

"There,  you're  all  wdl  berthed,  while  the 
fleet  lies  in  these  roads.  Sir  Wycfaerly,  in 
the  name  of  Scotland,  I  thank  you«— But  what 
an  extr'or'nary  (for  so  admirals  pronounced  die 
word  a  hundred  years  ago)  scene  this  is,  hey ! 
Atwood  ?  Many  a  time  have  I  seen  the  hulls 
of  ships  when  their  spars  were  hid  in  the  fog; 
bat  I  do  not  remember  erer  to  hare  seen  befiore 
sixteen  sets  of  masts  and  sails,  moving  about 
00  vapour  without  a  single  hull  to  uphold 
theuL  The  tops  of  all  the  two-decked  diips 
are  as  plainly  to  be  seen,  as  if  the  air  were 
without  a  particle  of  vapour,  while  all  below 
the  cat-harpings  is  hid  in  a  doud  as  thick  as 
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the  smoke  of  a  battle.  I  do  not  half  like 
Bluewater^s  standing  in  so  far;  perhaps,  'M^r* 
Dutton,  they  cannot  see  the  clifipts,  for  I  assure 
you  we  did  not,  until  quite  close  under  them. 
We  went  altogether  by  the  lead,  the  masters 
feeling  their  way  like  so  many  blind  beggars  r* 

<<  We  always  keep  that  nine-pounder  loaded. 
Sir  Oervaise,"  returned  the  master,  **  in  order 
to  warn  vessels  when  they  are  getting  near 
enough  in;  and  if  Mr.  Wychecombe,  who  is 
younger  than  I,  will  run  to  the  house  and 
light  this  match,  I  will  prime,  and  we  may 
give  ^em  warning  where  they  are,  in  less  than 
a  minute.'" 

The  admiral  gave  a  ready  assent  to  this  pro- 
position, and  the  respective  parties  immediately 
set  about  putting  it  in  execution.  Wyche- 
combe hastened  to  the  house  to  light  the 
match,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  inquire  after 
Mildted  ;  while  Dutton  produced  a  priming- 
horn  from  a  sort  of  arm-chest,  that  stood  near 
the  gun,  and  put  the  latter  in  a  condition  to 
be  discharged.  The  young  man  was  absent 
but  a  minute,  and   when   all   was  ready  he 
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tnnied  towards  the  adminil,  in  older  to  get 
the  signal  to  proceed* 

^  Let  'em  haTe  it,  Mr.  Wjcbecombe^^  cried 
Sir  Gerraise,  smiling;  '*it  will  wake  Blue- 
water  up;  perhaps  he  may  favour  us  with  a 
broadside^  by  way  of  retort.^' 

The  match  was  applied,  and  the  report  of 
the  gun  succeeded.     Then  followed  a  pause 
of  more  than  a  minute ;    when  the  fog  lifted 
siound   the  Dauntless,  the  ship  that  wore  a 
rear-admiral^s  fla^  a  flash  like  lightning  was 
seen  glancing  in  the  mist,  and  then  came  the 
bdlowing  of  a  piece  of  heavy  ordnance.    Al- 
most at   the  same  instant,   three  little  flags 
appeared  at  the  mast-head  of  the  Dauntless, 
for  previously  to  quitting  his  own  ship,   Sir 
Gervaise  had  sent  a  message  to  his  friend,  re- 
questing him  to  take  care  of  the  fleet.    This 
was  the  signal  to  anchor.     The  effect  of  all 
this,  as  seen  from  the  height,  was  exceedingly 
striking.     As  yet  not  a  single  hull  had  become 
visible^   the  fog   remained    packed    upon   the 
water,  in  a  way  to  conceal  even   the  lower 
yards   of  the    two-deckers.      All  above  was 
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claimed  Sir  Genraise.  <*  He  sees  his  great 
enemy,  the  land,  and  knows  how  to  deal  with 
it." 

*^  I  thought  the  French  were  the  great  and 
natural  enemies  of  every  British  sailor,"*  ob- 
served Sir  Wycherly,  simply,  but  quite  to  the 
point. 

<'  Hum— there 's  truth  in  that  too.  But  the 
land  is  an  enemy  to  be  feared,  while  the  French- 
man is  not — ^hey  !  Atwood?** 

It  was  indeed  a  goodly  sight  to  view  the 
fine  fleet  that  now  lay  anchored  beneath  the 
cliffs  of  Wychecombe*  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes 
was,  in  that  period,  considered  a  successful 
naval  commander,  and  was  a  favourite  both  at 
the  Admiralty  and  with  the  nation.  His  popu- 
larity extended  to  the  most  distant  colonies 
of  England,  in  nearly  all  of  which  be  had 
served  with  zeal  and  credit.  But  we  are  not 
writing  of  an  age  of  nautical  wonders,  like 
that  which  succeeded,  at  the  close  of  the  cen- 
tury. The  French,  and  Dutch,  and  even  the 
Spaniards,  were  then  all  formidable  as  naval 
powers;  for  revolutions  and  changes  had  not 
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others.  Equally  as  captains  and  as  flag-officers^ 
the  nation  had  become  familiar  with  the  names 
of  Oakes  and  Bluewater,  as  men  ever  to  be 
found  sustaining  each  other  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight.  It  may  be  well  to  add  here,  that 
both  these  favourite  seamen  were  men  of  family, 
or  at  least  what  was  considered  men  of  family 
among  the  mere  gentry  of  England ;  Sir  Grer- 
vaise  being  a  baronet  by  inheritance,  while  his 
friend  actually  belonged  to  one  of  those  naval 
lines  which  furnishes  admirals  for  generations ; 
his  father  having  worn  a  white  flag  at  the 
main ;  and  his  grandfather  having  been  actually 
ennobled  for  his  services,  dying  vice-admiral 
of  England.  These  fortuitous  circumstances 
perhaps  rendered  both  so  much  the  greater 
favourites  at  court. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


All  with  jo«; 
On  duty,  and  oor  leader  Israel, 
Who  is  expected  momentanlj.** 


As  his  fleet  was  safdy  ancfaorvd,  and  that 
toQ^  in  heautiful  order,  io  spite  of  the  tog^ 
Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  showed  a  dispnation  to 
pursue  what  are  termed  ulterior  views^ 

**Thi8  has  heen  a  fine  ngfat — eertatnlj  a 
▼ery  fine  sight ;  such  as  an  eid  seamen  loves ; 
but  there  most  he  an  end  to  it,*  he  said.  ^Yoa 
win  excuse  me.  Sir  Wjcherlj,  but  the  move> 
msnts  of  a  fleet  always  have  interest  in  mj  eje% 
and  it  is  sddom  that  I  get  such  a  binTs-eje 
▼iew  of  those  c^  my  own ;  no  wonder  it  has 
made  me  a  somewhat  unreflecting  intruder.^ 
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**  Make  no  apologies,  Sir  Gervaise^  I  beg  of 
you;  for  none  are  needed,  on  any  account. 
Though  this  head-land  does  belong  to  the 
Wychecombe  property,  it  is  fairly  leased  to 
the  crown,  and  none  have  a  better  right  to 
occupy  it  than  bis  majesty^s  servants.  The 
Hall  is  a  little  more  private,  it  is  true,  but 
even  that  has  no  door  that  will  dose  upon  our 
gallant  naval  defenders.  It  is  but  a  short 
walk,  and  nothing  will  make  me  happier  than 
to  show  you  the  way  to  my  poor  dwelling, 
and  to  see  you  as  much  at  home  under  its 
roof,  as  you  could  be  in  the  cabin  of  the  Plan- 
tagenet.'' 

*^  If  anything  could  make  me  as  much  at 
home  in  a  house  as  in  a  ship,  it  would  be  so 
hearty  a  welcome;  and  I  intend  to  accept 
your  hospitality  in  the  very  spirit  in  which 
it  is  offered.  Atwood  and  I  have  landed  to 
send  off  some  important  despatches  to  the  First 
Lord,  and  we  will  thank  you  for  putting  us 
in  the  way  of  doing  it,  in  the  safest  and  most 
expeditious  manner.  Curiosity  and  surprise 
have   already  occasioned  the  loss  of  half  an 
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hour;  while  a  soldier  or  a  sailor  should  aerer 
loM  half  a  minute." 

"  Is  a  courier  who  knows  the  country  well, 
needed,  Sir  Gervaise  ?"  the  lieutenant  demand- 
td,  modestly,  though  with  an  interest  that 
showed  be  was  influenced  only  by  zeal  for  the 
■errice. 

The  admiral  looked  at  him  intently,  for  a 
noment,  and  seemed  pleased  with  the  hint  im- 
plied in  the  question. 

"  Can  you  ride  ?  "  asked  Sir  Ctervaise,  sniil- 
iog.  "  I  could  have  brought  half  a  dozen 
youngsters  ashore  with  me;  but>  besides  the 
doubts  about  getting  a  horse — a  chaise,  1  take 
it,  is  out  of  the  question  here — I  was  afraid 
the  lads  might  disgrace  themselves  on  horse- 
bacL' 

"  This  must  be  said  in  pleasantry,  Sir  Ger- 
vaise," returned  Wychecombe;  "be  would  be 
a  strange  Virginian  at  least  who  does  not 
know  how  to  ride !" 

"  And   a  strange  Englishman,   too.   Blue- 
water  would  say ;   and  yet  I   never  see    the 
fellow  straddle  a  horse  that  I  do  not  wish  it 
VOL  I.  p 
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were  a  studding-sail-boom  run  out  to  leeward  ! 
We  sailors  fancy  we  ride,  Mr.  Wycbeoombe, 
but  it  is  some  such  fancy  as  a  marine  has 
for  the  fore-topmast^cross-trees.  Can  a  horse 
be  had  to  go  as  far  as  the  nearest  post-office 
that  sends  off  a  daily  mail  ?" 

"That  can  it,  Sir  Gervaise,"*  put  id  Sir 
Wycherly.  <*  Here  is  Dick,  mounted  on  as 
good  a  hunter  as  is  to  be  found  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  I  '11  answer  for  my  young  name* 
sake^s  willingness  to  put  the  animal's  metal  to 
the  proof.  Our  little  mail  has  just  left  Wycbe- 
combe  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  but  by 
pushing  the  beast,  there  will  be  time  to  reach 
the  high  road  in  season  for  the  great  London 
mail,  which  passes  the  nearest  market-town  at 
noon.  It  is  but  a  gallop  of  ten  miles  and 
back,  and  that  111  answer  for  Mr.  Wyche- 
combe's  ability  to  do^  and  to  join  us  at  dinner 
by  four." 

Young  Wychecombe  expressing  his  readi- 
ness to  perform  all  this,  and  even  more  at 
need,  the  arrangement  was  soon  made.  Dick 
was  dismounted,  the   lieutenant  got  bis  de»- 
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patches  and  his  iDstrocdons,  took  his  leave, 
sikI  had  galloped  out  of  sight,  in  the  next 
five  minutes.  The  admiral  then  declared  him* 
adf  at  liberty  for  the  day,  accepting  the  in- 
vitation of  Sir  Wycherly  to  breakfast  and  dine 
at  the  Hall,  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness 
as  that  in  which  it  had  been  given.  Sir 
Wycberlj  was  so  spirited  as  to  refuse  the  aid 
of  his  pony,  but  insisted  on  walking  through 
the  village  and  park  to  his  dwellings  though 
the  distance  was  more  than  a  mile.  Just  as 
they  were  quitting  the  signal-station,  the  old 
man  took  the  admiral  aside,  and  in  an  earnest, 
but  respectful  manner,  disburthened  his  mind 
to  the  following  effect. 

*'  Sir  Gervaise,^  he  said,  **  I  am  no  sailor, 
as  you  know,  and  least  of  all  do  I  bear  his 

majesty^s  commission  in  the  navy,  though  I 
am  in  the  county  commission  as  a  justice  of 
the  peace;  so  if  I  make  any  little  mistake, 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  overlook  it,  for 
I  know  that  the  etiquette  of  the  quarteivdeck 
is  a  very  serious  matter,   and   is  not  to   be 

trifled  with ;  but,  here  is  Dutton,  as  good  a 
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fellow,  io  bis  way,  as  lives;  his  father 
a  sort  of  a  gentleman,  too,  having  been  the 
attorney  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  old 
man  was  accustomed  to  dine  with  me  forty 
years  ago — '" 

"  I  believe  I  understand  you.  Sir  Wycher- 
ly,**  interrupted  the  admiral;  **and  I  thank 
you  for  the  attention  you  wish  to  pay  my 
prejudices;  but  you  are  master  of  Wyche- 
combe,  and  I  should  feel  myself  a  troublesome 
intruder,  indeed,  did  you  not  ask  whom  you 
please,  to  dine  at  your  own  table/' 

^^  That  '^s  not  quite  it,  Sir  Gervaise,  though 
you  have  not  gone  far  wide  of  the  mark.  Dut- 
ton  is  only  a  master,  you  know ;  and  it  seems 
that  a  master  on  board  ship  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  a  master  on  shore ;  so  Dutton  him* 
self  has  often  told  me.** 

**Ay,  Dutton  is  right  enough  as  regards  a 
king^s  shipi  though  the  two  offices  are  pretty 
much  the  same,  when  other  craft  are  alluded 
to.  But,  my  dear  Sir  Wycherly,  an  admiral 
is  not  disgraced  by  keeping  company  with  a 
boatswain,  if  the  latter  is  an  honest  man.    It 
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ii  true  we  have  our  customs,  and  what  we  call 
our  quartCT-deck  and  forward  officers;  which 
is  court-end  and  dtj,  od  board  ship;  but  a 
master  belongs  to  the  first,  and  the  master  of 
the  Plantagenet,  Sand;  M'Yam,  dines  with 
me  once  a  month,  as  regularly  at  he  enters  a 
new  word  at  the  top  of  his  log-book.  I  beg, 
therefore,  you  will  extend  your  hospitality  to 
whom  you  please;  or—"  the  admiral  hesi- 
tated, as  he  cast  a  good-natured  glance  at  the 
master,  who  stood  still  uncovered,  waiting  for 
his  superior  to  move  away ;  "  or,  perhaps. 
Sir  Wycherly,  you  would  permit  me  to  ask  a 
friend  to  make  one  of  our  party  I"' 

"  That 's  just  it.  Sir  Gervaise,"  returned  the 
kind-hearted  baronet ;  "  and  Dutton  will  be 
one  of  the  happiest  fellows  in  Devonshire.  I 
wish  we  could  have  Mrs.  Dutton  and  Milly, 
sad  then  the  table  would  look  what  my  poor 
brother  James — St.  James  I  used  to  call  him — 
what  the  Rev.  James  Wychecombe  was  accus- 
tomed to  term,  mathematicaL  He  said  a  table 
should  have  all  its  sides  and  angles  duly  filled. 
Jamea  was  a   most  agreeable  companion,  Sir 
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now  you  have  a  fleet  in  your  roadstead,  I  need 
not  tell  a  seaman  of  your  experience  that  jou 
are  on  pilot-ground, — hey  !  Atwood  ?^ 

Here  the  parties  separated,  Dutton  remain- 
ing uncovered  until  his  superior  had  turned 
the  comer  of  his  little  cottage,  and  was  fairly 
out  of  sight.  Then  the  master  entered  his 
dwelling  to  prepare  his  wife  and  daughter  for 
the  honours  they  had  in  perspective.  Before 
he  executed  this  duty,  however,  the  unfortu- 
nate man  opened  what  he  called  a  locker — 
what  a  housewife  would  term  a  cupboard — 
and  fortified  his  nerves  with  a  strong  draught 
of  pure  Nantes;  a  liquor  that  no  hostilities, 
custom«house  duties,  or  national  antipathies, 
has  ever  been  able  to  bring  into  general  disre- 
pute in  the  British  Islands.  In  the  mean  time 
the  party  of  the  two  baronets  pursued  its  way 
towards  the  Hall. 

The  village,  or  hamlet  of  Wychecombe,  lay 
about  half  way  between  the  station  and  the 
residence  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  It  was  an 
exceedingly  rural  and  retired  collection  of 
mean  houses,  possessing  neither  physician,  apo- 
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the  little  village.    The  anchorage  was  exoellenC, 
so  far  as  the  bottom  was  concerned,  but  it  could 
scarcely  be  called  a  roadstead  in  any  other  point 
of  view,  since  there  was  shelter  against  no  wind 
but  that  which  blew  directly  off  shore,  which 
happened  to  be  a  wind  that  did  not  prevail  in 
that  part  of  the  island.     Occasionally,  a  small 
cruiser  would  come-to  in  the  o£Sng,  and  a  few 
frigates  had    lain    at    single  anchors  in    the 
roads,  for  a  tide  or  so,  in  waiting  for  a  change 
of  weather;    but  this  was  the  first  fleet  that 
had  been  known  to    moor    under    the  cliffs 
within  the  memory  of  man.      The  fog  had 
prevented  the  honest  villagers  from  ascertain- 
ing  the  unexpected  honour  that  had  been  done 
them,  until  the  reports  of  the  two  guns  reach- 
ed their  ears,  when  the  important  intelligence 
spread  with  due  rapidity  over  the  entire  adja- 
cent country.    Although  Wychecombe  did  not 
lie  in  actual  view  of  the  sea,  by  the  time  the 
party  of  Sir  Wycherly  entered  the  hamlet,  its 
little  street  was  already  crowded  with  visiters 
from  the  fleet ;  every  vessel  having  sent  at  least 
one  boat  ashore,  and  many  of  them  some  three 
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or  four.  Captani^  and  gQD-room  stewards, 
midshipmen's  foragers,  loUony  boys^  and  other 
similar  harpies,  were  out  in  scores ;  for  this 
vas  a  part  of  the  world  in  which  bum-boats 
were  unknown ;  and  if  the  mountain  would  not 
eome  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  must  £sin  go  to 
the  mountain.  Half  an  hour  had  8u£Bced  to 
exhaust  all  the  unsophisticated  simplicity  of 
the  hamlet ;  and  milk,  ^gs,  Iresh  butter,  soft- 
tommy,  v^etables,  and  such  fruits  as  were 
rip^  had  already  risen  quite  one  hundred  per 
cent,  in  the  market. 

Sir  Genraise  had  called  his  force  the  southern 
aqoadron,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  having 
been  cruising  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  for  the  last 
ax  months.  This  was  a  wild  winter  station, 
the  danger  from  the  elements  greatly  surpass- 
ing any  that  could  well  be  anticipated  from  the 
enemy.  The  duty  notwithstanding  had  been 
well  and  closely  performed ;  several  West  In- 
dia, and  one  valuaUe  East  India  convoy  having 
been  effectually  protected,  as  well  as  a  few 
straggling  frigates  of  the  enemy  picked  up ; 
but  the  service  had  been  excessively  laborious 
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and  he  was  really  a  prime  seaman ;  but  accident 
having  temporarily  placed  him  in  his  present 
station,  Captain  Oakes  was  so  much  pleased 
with  his  attention  to  his  duty,  and  particularly 
with  his  order,  that  he  ever  afterwards  retained 
him  in  his  cabin,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
desire  the  honest  fellow  himself  had  felt  to 
remain  aloft    Time  and  familiarity,  at  lengthy 
reconciled  the  steward  to  his  station,  though 
he  did  not  formally  accept  it,  until  a  clear 
agreement  had  been  made  that  he   was  not* 
to  be  considered  an  idler  on  any  occasion  that 
called  for  the  services  of  the  best  men.     In 
this  manner  David,  for  such  was  his  Christian 
name,  had  become  a  sort  of  nondescript  on 
board  of  a  man-of-war ;  being  foremost  in  all 
the  cuttings  out,  a  captain  of  a  gun,  and  was 
frequently  seen  on  a  yard  in  moments  of  diffi- 
culty,  just  to  keep  his  hand  in,  as  he  expressed 
it,  while  he  descended  to  the  duties  of  the  cabin 
in  peaceable  times  and  good  weather.     Near 
thirty  years  had  he  thus  been  half  steward,  half 
seaman  when  afloat ;  while  on  land  he  was  rather 
a  counsellor  and  minister  of  the  closet,  than  a 
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servant ;  for  out  of  a  ship  he  was  utterly  use- 
leas,  though  he  never  left  his  master  for  a  week 
at  a  time,  ashore  or  afloat.  The  name  of  Oal- 
lejgo  was  a  sobriquet  caaf&tTed  by  his  brother 
top-men,  but  had  been  so  generally  used,  that 
for  the  last  twen^  years  most  of  his  shipmates 
believed  it  to  be  his  patronymic.  When  this 
compound  of  cabin  and  forecastle  received  the 
order  just  related,  he  touched  the  lock  of  hair 
on  his  forehead,  a  ceremony  he  always  used 
before  he  spoke  to  Sir  Gtervaise,  the  hat  being 
removed  at  some  three  or  four  yards^  distance^ 
and  made  his  customary  answer  of — 

^*  Ay,  ay,  sir — ^your  honour  has  been  a  young 
gentleman  yourself,  and  knows  what  a  young 
gentleman^s  stomach  gets  to  be  a'ter  a  six 
months'  fast  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay ;  and  a  young 
gentlenaan's  bo^s  stomach,  too.  I  always  thinks 
there 's  but  a  small  chance  for  us,  sir,  when  I 
sees  six  or  eight  of  them  light  cruisers  in  my 
neighbourhood.  They  're  som'at  like  the  sloops 
and  cutters  of  a  fleet,  which  picks  up  all  the 
prizes." 

'*  Quite  true,  Master  Oalleygo ;   but  if  the 
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light  cruisers  get  the  prizes,  you  should  recol- 
lect that  the  admiral  always  has  his  share  of  the 
prize-money." 

'*  Yes,  sir,  I  knows  we  has  our  shares  but 
that's  accordin'  to  law,  and  because  the  com- 
manders of  the  light  craft  can^t  help  it.  Let 
'em  once  get  the  law  on  their  side,  and  not  a 
ha'penny  would  bless  our  pockets  I  No,  sir, 
what  we  gets,  we  gets  by  the  law ;  and  as  there 
is  no  law  to  fetch  up  young  gentlemen  or  their 
boys,  that  pays  as  they  goes,  we  never  gets  any- 
thing they  or  their  boys  puts  hands  on." 

^*  I  dare  say  you  are  right,  David,  as  you 
always  are.  It  wouldn''t  be  a  bad  thing  to  have 
an  Act  of  Parliament  to  give  an  admiral  his 
twentieth  in  the  reefers'  foragings.  The  old 
fellows  would  sometimes  get  back  some  of  their 
own  poultry  and  fruit  in  that  way, — hey !  At- 
wood?'' 

The  secretary 'smiled  his  assent,  and  then  Sir 
Oervaise  apologised  to  his  host,  repeated  the 
order  to  the  steward,  and  the  party  proceeded. 

"  This  fellow  of  mine,  Sir  Wycherly,  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,  beyond  the  etiquette  of  a 
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man-of-war,*  the  admiral  Gcmtinued,  by  way  of 
forther  ezcuae*  '*  I  belieye  bis  majesty  him- 
sdf  would  be  favoured  with  an  essay  on  some 
part  of  the  economy  of  the  cabin,  were  Oalleygo 
to  get  an  opportunity  of  speaking  his  mind  to 
liim.  Nor  is  the  fool  without  his  expectations 
of  some  day  enjoying  this  privilege;  for  the 
laat  time  I  went  to  court,  I  found  honest  David 
r^ged,  from  stem  to  stem,  in  a  full  suit  of 
daret  and  steel,  under  the  idea  that  he  was  *  to 
nil  in  company  with  m^'  as  he  called  it,  <  with 
or  without  signal  I ' " 

**  There  was  nothing  surprising  in  that,  Sir 
Gervaise,"  observed  the  secretary.  **  Oalleygo 
bas  sailed  in  company  with  you  so  long,  and  to 
80  many  strange  lands;  has  been  through  so 
many  dangers  at  your  side,  and  has  got  so  com- 
pletely to  consider  himself  as  part  of  the  family, 
that  it  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world 
he  should  expect  to  go  to  court  with  you.** 

^*  True  enough.  The  fellow  would  face  the 
devil,  at  my  side,  and  I  don^t  see  why  he 
should  hesitate  to  face  the  king.  I  some- 
times call  him  Lady  Oakes,  Sir  Wycherly,  for 
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he  appears  to  think  he  has  a  right  of  dow^er, 
or  some  other  lawyer-like  claim  on  my  estate  ; 
and  as  for  the  fleet,  he  always  speaks  of  that^ 
as  if  we  commanded  it  in  common.     I  wonder 
how  Bluewater  tolerates  the  blackguard;  for 
he  never  scruples  to  allude  to  him  as  under 
our  orders  I      If  anything  should  befal  me, 
Dick  and  David  would  have  a  civil  war  for 
the  succession, — hey!  Atwood?** 

**  I  think  military  subordination  would  bring 
Oalleygo  to  his  senses.  Sir  Oervaise,  should 
such  an  unfortunate  accident  occur  —  which 
Heaven  avert  for  many  years  to  come  !  There 
is  Admiral  Bluewater  coming  up  the  street, 
at  this  very  moment,  sir.^ 

At  this  sudden  announcement,  the  whole 
party  turned  to  look  in  the  direction  intimated 
by  the  secretary.  They  were  by  this  time  at  one 
end  of  the  short  street,  and  all  saw  a  man  just 
entering  the  other,  who,  in  his  walk,  air,  attire, 
and  manner,  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
active,  merry,  bustling,  youthful  young  sailors 
who  thronged  the  hamlet.  In  person.  Admi- 
ral Bluewater  was  exceedingly  tall  and  exceed- 
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iaglj  thin.  Like  most  seamen  who  have  thai 
physical  fonnatioo,  he  stooped;  a  circum- 
stance that  gave  his  years  a  greater  apparent 
oommand  over  hia  frame,  than  they  possessed 
in  reality.  While  this  bend  in  his  figure  de- 
prived ity  in  a  great  measure^  of  the  sturdy 
martial  air  that  his  superior  presented  to  the 
obserrer,  it  lent  to  his  carriage  a  quiet  and 
d^nity  that  it  might  otherwise  have  wanted. 
Certainly,  were  this  officer  attired  like  an  ordi* 
nary  civilian,  no  one  would  have  taken  him 
for  one  of  England's  bravest  and  most  efficient 
Ka-captains;  he  would  have  passed  rather  as 
some  thoughtful,  well-educated,  and  refined 
gentleman,  of  retired  habits,  diffident  of  him- 
adf,  and  a  stranger  to  ambition.  He  wore 
an  undresB  rear-admiral'*g  uniform,  as  a  matter 
of  course ;  but  he  wore  it  carelessly,  as  if  from 
a  sense  of  duty  only;  or,  conscious  that  no 
arrangement  could  give  him  a  military  air. 
Still  all  about  his  person  was  faultlessly  neat, 
and  perfectly  respectable.  In  a  word,  no  one 
but  a  man  accustomed  to  the  sea,  were  it  not 
for  his  uniform,  would  suspect  the  rear-admi- 
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ask  your  leave,  sir,  most  particularly  to  thank 
you  for  the  lesson  you  have  given,  not  onljr 
to  the  captains,  but  to  the  commander-in-chief. 
I  presume  I  may  admire  that  which  I  cannot 
exactly  imitate." 

The  rear-admiral  merely  smiled  and  touch* 
ed  his  hat  in  acknowledgment  of  the  compli- 
ment, but  he  made  no  direct  answer  in  words. 
By  this  time  Sir  Wycherly  and  the  others  had 
approached,  and  the  customary  introductions 
took  place.      Sir  Wycherly  now  pressed  his 
new  acquaintance  to  join  his  guests,  with  so 
much  heartiness,  that  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  refusing. 

^*  Since  you  and  Sir  Grervaise  both  insist  on 
it  so  earnestly,  Sir  Wycherly,**^  returned  the 
rear-admiral,  *^  I  must  consent ;  but  as  it  is 
contrary  to  our  practice,  when  on  foreign  ser- 
vice— and  I  call  this  roadstead  a  foreign  sta- 
tion, as  to  anything  we  know  about  it—as  it 
is  contrary  to  our  practice  for  both  flag-officers 
to  sleep  out  of  the  fleet,  I  shall  claim  the 
privilege  to  be  allowed  to  go  off  to  my  ship 
before  midnight     I  think  the  weather  looks 
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settled,  Sir  Oerraise,  and  we  may  trust  that 
many  hours  without  apprehension/' 

^'Poohy  pooh,  Bluewater,  you  are  always 
fancying  the  ships  in  a  gale,  and  clawing  off 
a  lee-shore.  Put  your  heart  at  rest,  and  let 
US  go  and  take  a  comfortable  dinner  with  Sir 
Wycherly,  who  has  a  London  paper,  I  dare 
to  say,  that  may  let  us  into  some  of  the  secrets 
of  state.  Are  there  any  tidings  from  our  peo- 
ple in  Flanders  ?  " 

^  Things  remain  pretty  much  as  they  have 
been,"  returned  Sir  Wycherly,  "  since  that 
last  terrible  affair,  in  which  the  Duke  got  the 
better  of  the  French  at — I  never  can  remem- 
ber an  outlandish  name ;  but  it  sounds  some^ 
thing  like  a  Christian  baptism.  If  my  poor 
brother,  St.  James  were  living  now,  he  could 
tdl  us  i|ll  about  it."" 

*^  Christian  baptism !  That 's  an  odd  allu- 
sion for  a  field  of  battle.  The  armies  can't 
have  got  to  Jerusalem, — ^hey  !  Atwood  ?  ** 

*^  I  rather  think.  Sir  Oervaise,"  the  secre- 
tary coolly  remarked,  '^that  Sir  Wycherly 
Wychecombe  refers  to  the    battle  that   took 
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place  last  spring  —  it  was  fought  at  Font- 
something;  and  a  font  certainly  baa  some- 
thing to  do  with  Chrislian  baptism." 

"  That 's  it,  that 's  it,"  cried  Sir  Wycherlj, 
with  some  eagerness ;  "  Fontenm  was  the 
name  of  the  place,  where  the  Duke  would  have 
carried  all  before  him,  and  brought  Marshsl 
Saxe,  and  all  bis  frog-eaters  prisoners  to  Kog- 
land,  had  our  Dutch  and  German  allies  be> 
haved  better  than  they  did.  So  it  is  with  poor 
old  England,  gentlemen  ;  whatever  the  gains, 
her  allies  always  loK  for  her;  the  Germans, 
or  the  colonists,  are  constantly  getting  us  into 
trouble  I " 

Both  Sir  Gervaise  and  his  friend  were  prac- 
tical men,  and  well  knew  that  tbey  never 
fought  the  Dutch  or  the  French,  without 
meeting  with  something  that  was  pretty  nearly 
their  match.  They  had  no  faith  in  general 
national  superiority.  The  courts-martial  that 
BO  often  succeeded  general  actions,  had  taught 
them  that  there  were  all  d^p:ees  of  spirit,  as 
well  as  all  degrees  of  a  want  of  spirit ;  and  they 
knew  too  much,  to  be  the  dupes  of  flourishes 
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of  the  poa,  or  of  vapid  declamation  at  dinDer- 
speeches,  and  in  the  House  of  Commona.  Men^ 
weQ  led  and  commanded,  they  had  aaoertained 
by  experience,  were  worth  twice  as  nfuch  as 
the  same  men  when  ill  led  and  ill  commanded ; 
and  they  were  not  to  be  told  that  the  moral 
tone  of  an  army  or  a  fleet,  from  which  all  its 
saccess  was  derived,  depended  more  on  the 
oooTentional  feeling  that  bad  been  got  up 
through  moral  agencies,  than  on  birth-place, 
origin,  or  colour.  Each  glanced  his  eye  sig- 
nificantly at  the  other,  and  a  sarcastic  smile 
passed  over  the  face  of  Sir  Gervaise,  though 
his  friend  maintained  his  customary  appear- 
ance of  gravity. 

*^I  believe  le  Grand  Monarque  and  Mar- 
shal Saxe  give  a  different  account  of  that  mat« 
ter.  Sir  Wycherly,"  drily  observed  the  former; 
^  and  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that  there 
are  two  sides  to  every  story.  Whatever  may 
be  said  of  Dettingen,  I  fimcy  history  will  set 
down  Fontenoi  as  anything  but  a  feather  in 
his  royal  highness's  cap." 

"You  surely  do  not  consider  it  possible 
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for  the  French  arms  to  overthrow  a  British 
army,  Sir   Gervaise  Oakes!"    exclaimed    the 
simple-minded  provincial;    for   such   was    Sir 
Wycherly  Wychecombe,  though   he  had   sat 
in  parliament,  had  four  thousand  a  year,  and 
was  one  of  the   oldest  families    in   England. 
^Mt  sounds  like  treason  to  admit  the  possibi* 
lity  of  such  a  thing." 

'*God  bless  us  I  my  dear  sir,  I  am  as  far 
from  supposing  any  such  thing,  as  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  himself;  who,  by  the  way,  has 
as  much  English  blood  in  his  veins,  as  the 
Baltic  may  have  of  the  water  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, —  hey  I  Atwood  ?  By  the  way.  Sir 
Wycherly,  I  must  ask  a  little  tenderness  of 
you  in  behalf  of  my  friend  the  secretary  here, 
who  has  a  national  weakness  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender,  and  all  of  the  clan  Stuart." 

"  I  hope  not — I  sincerely  hope  not.  Sir  Ger- 
vaise 1  ^  exclaimed  Sir  Wycherly,  with  a  warmth 
that  was  not  entirely  free  from  alarm  ;  his  own 
loyalty  to  the  new  house  being  altogether  with* 
out  reproach.  **  Mr.  Atwood  has  the  air  of  a 
gentleman  of  too  good  principles  not  to  see  on 


( 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS. 


123 


which  side  real  religious  and  political  liberty 
lie.  I  am  sure  you  are  pleased  to  be  jocular, 
Sir  Gervaise :  the  very  circumstance  that  he  is 
10  your  company  is  a  pledge  of  his  loyalty." 

"  Well,  well.  Sir  Wycherly,  I  would  not 
give  you  a  false  idea  of  my  friend  Atwood,  if 
possible;  and  so  I  may  as  well  confess,  that, 
while  his  Scotch  blood  inclines  him  to  Toryism, 
his  English  reason  makes  him  a  Whig.  If 
Charles  Stuart  never  gets  the  throne  until  Ste* 
phen  Atwood  helps  him  to  a  seat  on  it,  he  may 
take  leave  of  ambition  for  ever.^ 

^^I  thought  as  much.  Sir  Gervaise — I  thought 
your  secretary  could  never  lean  to  the  doctrine 
of  *  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.^ — 
That^s  a  principle  which  would  hardly  suit 
sailors.  Admiral  Bluewater." 

Admiral  Bluewater^'s  fine,  full,  blue  eye 
lighted  with  an  expression  approaching  irony  ; 
but  he  made  no  other  answer  than  a  slight  in- 
clination of  the  head.  In  point  of  fact,  he  was 
a  Jacobite,  though  no  one  was  acquainted  with 
the  circumstance  but  his  immediate  command- 
ing  officer.    As  a  seaman,  he  was  called  on  only 
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to  serve  his  country ;  and,  as  often  happens  to 
military  men,  he  was  willing  to  do  this  under 
any  superior  whom  circumstances  might  place 
over  his  head,  let  his  private  sentiments  be 
what  they  might.     During  the  civil  war  of 
1715  he  was  too  young  in  years,  and  too  low 
in  rank,  to  render  his  opinions  of  much  import^ 
ance;   and,  kept  on  foreign  stations^  his  ser* 
vices  could  only  affect  the  general  interests  of 
the  nation,  without  producing  any  influence  on 
the  contest  at  home.     Since  that  period  nothing 
had  occurred  to  require  one,  whose  duty  kept 
him  on  the  ocean,  to  come  to  a  very  positive 
decision  between  the  two  masters  that  claimed 
his  allegiance.     Sir  Gervaise  had  always  been 
able  to  persuade  him  that  he  was  sustaining  the 
honour  and  interests  of  bis  country,  and  that 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  a  patriot,  let   who 
would  rule.     Notwithstanding ^this  wide  differ- 
ence in  political  feeling  between  the  two  admi- 
rals— Sir  Gkrvaise  being  as  decided  a  Whig  as 
his  friend  was  a  Tory — their  personal  harmooy 
had  been  without  a  shade.    As  to  confidence, 
the  superior  knew  the  inferior  so  well,  that  he 
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believed  the  surest  way  to  prevent  his  taking 
sides  openly  with   the  Jacobites^  or  of  doing 
them  secret  service,  was  to  put  it  in  his  power 
to  commit  a  great  breach  of  trust.    So  long  as 
iaith  were  put  in  his  integrity.  Sir  (Servaise  felt 
certain  his  friend  Bluewater  might  be  relied  on ; 
and  he  also  knew  that,  should  the  moment  ever 
eome  when  the  other  really  intended  to  aban* 
don  the  service  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  he 
would  frankly  throw  up  his  employments^  and 
join  the  hostile  standard,  without  profiting,  in 
any  manner,  by  the  trusts  he  had  previously 
enjoyed.    It  is  also  necessary  that  the  reader 
should  understand  that  Admiral  Bluewater  had 
never  communicated  his  political  opinions  to 
any  person  but  his  friend ;   the  Pretender  and 
his  counsellors  being  as  ignorant  of  them  as 
George  II.  and  his  ministers.    The  only  prac- 
tical effect,  therefore,  that  they  had  ever  pro- 
duced, was  to  induce  him  to  decline  separate 
commands,  several  of  which  had  been  offered  to 
him;  one  quite  equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  Sir 
Gervaise  Oakes  himself. 
"  No,"  the  latter  answered  to  Sir  Wycherly's 
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remark ;  though  the  grave,  thoughtful  e3C|»«*- 
sioD  of  his  face,  showed  how  little  bis  feelings 
chimed  in,  at  the  moment,  with  the  ironical 
language  of  his  tongue.     "  No — Sir  Wycberly, 
a  mso-of-war^s  man,  in  particular,  has  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  '  passive  obedience  and    noo- 
resistance,' — that  is  a  doctrine  which  is  intelli- 
gible only  to  Papists  and  Tories.     Bluewater  ia 
in  a  brown  study;  thinking  no  doubt  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  intends  to  lead  down  oa 
Monsieur  de  Oravelin,  should  we  ever  have  tbe 
luck  to  meet  that  gentleman  again  ;  so  we  will, 
if  it 's  agreeable  to  all  parties,  change  the  sub- 
ject." 

"  With  all  my  heart.  Sir  Gervaise,"  answered 
the  baronet,  cordially ;  *'  and,  after  all,  there  is 
little  use  in  discussing  the  affair  of  the  Pr^ 
tender  any  longer,  for  he  appears  to  be  quite 
out  of  men's  minds,  since  that  last  failure  of 
King  Louis  XV." 

"  Yes,  Norris  rather  crushed  the  young 
viper  in  its  shell,  and  we  may  consider  the 
thing  at  an  end.^ 

*'  So  my  late  brother,  Baron  Wychecombe, 
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alvajs  treated  it.  Sir  Gemuse.  He 
med  me  that  the  twelve  jadget  woe  deariy 
agsiost  the  daiin,  and  that  the  Stuarts  had 
nothing  to  expect  from  themT* 

^*  Did  he  tdl  you,  sir,  on  what  ground  these 
learned  gentlemen  had  come  to  thia  dcdsc»^'* 
quietly  asked  Admind  Blnewater. 

"  He  did,  indeed ;  for  he  knew  my  strong 
desire  to  make  out  a  good  case  against  the 
Tories  so  wdl,  that  he  laid  aU  the  law  bdbce 
me.  I  am  a  had  hand,  howerer,  to  repeat 
e?en  what  I  hear;  though  my  poor  brother, 
the  late  Rev.  James  Wychecombe — St.  James 
as  I  used  to  call  him — could  go  over  a  dis- 
course half  an  hour  kmg,  and  not  arias  a  wonL 
Thomas  and  James  appear  to  hare  run  away 
vith  the  mem<Mries  of  the  rest  ct  the  fannly. 
NeTertheless,  I  recollect  it  all  depended  on  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  is  supreme;  and  the 
house  of  Hanover  reigning  bj  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, no  court  could  set  aside  the  daim.* 

*'Very  clearly  explained,  sir/'  eontittued 
Bluewater;  ^and  you  will  permit  me  to  say 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  an  apology  on 
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account  of  the  memory.  Your  brother,  how- 
ever, might  not  have  exactly  explained  wbst 
an  Act  of  Parliament  is.  King,  Lordsy  and 
Commons,  are  all  necessary  to  an  Act  of  JPar- 
liament'' 

'*  Certainly — we  all  know  that,  my  dear  ad- 
miral ;  we  poor  fellows  ashore  here,  as  well  as 
you  mariners  at  sea.  The  Hanoverian  suc- 
cession had  all  three  to  authorize  it.^ 

«  Had  it  a  king  ?^ 

"A  king!  Out  of  dispute — or,  what  we 
bachelors  ought  to  consider  as  much  better, — 
it  had  a  queen.  Queen  Anne  approved  of  the 
act,  and  that  made  it  an  Act  of  Parliament.  I 
assure  you,  I  learned  a  good  deal  of  law  in 
the  Baron's  visits  to  Wychecombe ;  and  in  the 
pleasant  hours  we  used  to  chat  together  in  his 
chambers!" 

**  And  who  signed  the  Act  of  Parliament  that 
made  Anne  a  queen?  or  did  she  ascend  the 
throne  by  regular  succession  ?  Both  Mary  and 
Anne  were  sovereigns  by  Acts  of  Parliament, 
and  we  must  look  back  until  we  get  the  ap- 
proval  of  a  prince  who  took  the  crown  by  legal 
descent.'' 
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"  Come— come,  Bluewater,''  put  in  Sir  Ger- 
vaise,  gravely ;  **  we  may  persuade  Sir  Wych- 
crly,  in  this  manner,  that  he  has  a  couple  of 
furious  Jacobites  in  company.  The  Stuarts 
were  dethroned  by  a  revolution,  which  is  a 
law  of  nature,  and  enacted  by  God,  and  which 
of  course  overshadows  all  other  laws  when  it 
gets  into  the  ascendant,  as  it  clearly  has  done 
in  this  case.  I  take  it,  Sir  Wycherly,  these 
are  your  park-gates,  and  that  yonder  is  the 

HaD.'' 

This  remark  changed  the  discourse,  and  the 
whole  party  proceeded  towards  the  house,  dis- 
casdng  the  beauty  of  its  position,  its  history, 
and  ite  advantages,  until  they  reached  its 
door. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Monarch  and  ministers  are  awful  names: 
Whoever  wear  them  challenge  our  devoir. 

YOUKC. 

Our  plan  does  not  require  an  elaborate  de- 
scription of  the  residence  of  Sir  Wycherly. 
The  house  had  been  neither  priory,  abbey,  -nor 
castle;  but  it  was  erected  as  a  dwelling  for 
himself  and  his   posterity,  by  a  Sir  Michaei 
Wychecorabe,  two  or  three  centuries  before, 
and  had  been  kept  in  good  serviceable  condi* 
tion  ever  since.     It  had  the  usual  long,  nar- 
row windows,  a  suitable  hall,  wainscoted  rooms, 
battlemented   walls,  and   turreted   angles.     It 
was  neither  large,  nor  small ;   handsome,  nor 
ugly ;  grand,  nor  mean ;   but  it  was   quaint, 
respectable  in  appearance,  and  comfortable  as 
an  abode. 

The  admirals  were  put  each  in  possession  of 
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bed-chambers  and  dressing-rooms,  as  soon  as 
they  arriyed;  and  Atwood  was  berthed  not 
£ir  from  his  oommanding-officer,  in  readiness 
for  service,  if  required.  Sir  Wycherly  was 
naturally  hospitable;  but  his  retired  situation 
had  given  him  a  zest  for  company,  that  greatly 
increased  the  inborn  disposition.  Sir  Oervaise, 
it  was  understood,  was  to  pass  the  night  with 
him,  and  he  entertained  strong  hopes  of  in- 
cluding his  friend  in  the  same  arrangement. 
Beds  were  ordered,  too,  for  Dutton,  his  wife, 
and  daughter ;  and  his  namesake,  the  lieuten- 
ant, was  expected  also  to  sleep  under  his  roof 
that  night. 

The  day  passed  in  the  customary  manner; 
the  party  having  breakfasted,  and  then  sepa* 
rated  to  attend  to  their  several  occupations* 
agreeably  to  the  usages  of  all  country  houses 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and,  we  believe,  in  all 
time.  Sir  Grervaise,  who  had  sent  a  messenger 
off  to  the  Plantagenet  for  certain  papers,  spent 
the  morning  in  writing;  Admiral  Bluewlter 
walked  in  the  park,  by  himself;  Atwood  was 
occupied  with  his  superior ;  Sir  Wycherly  rode 
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My  namesake,  young  Wycberly,  has  not  got 
back  yet,  though  it  is  quite  two  hours  past  his 
time ;  and  Mr.  Atwood  tells  me  the  admiral  is 
a  little  uneasy  about  his  despatches.  I  tell  him 
Mr.  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  though  I  have 
not  the  honour  of  ranking  him  among  my  rela. 
tives,  and  he  is  only  a  Virginian  by  birth,  is  a 
young  man  to  be  relied  on ;  and  that  the  des- 
patches are  safe^  let  what  may  detain  the  cou- 


ner. 


«c 


And  why  should  not  a  Virginian  be  every 
way  as  trustworthy  and  prompt  as  an  English- 
man, Sir  Wycherly?"  asked  Mrs.  Dutton.  **He 
is  an  Englishman,  merely  separated  from  us  by 
the  water/' 

This  was  said  mildly,  or  in  the  manner  of  one 
accustomed  to  speak  under  a  rebuked  feeling; 
but  it  was  said  earnestly,  and  perhaps  a  litde 
reproachfully,  while  the  speaker's  eye  glanced 
with  natural  interest  towards  the  beautiful  face 
of  her  daughter. 

**  Why  not,  sure  enough,  my  dear  Mrs.  Dut- 
ton ! "  echoed  the  baronet.  **  They  are  English  • 
men,  like  ourselves,  only  bom  out  of  the  realm, 
as  it  might  be,  and  no  doubt  a  little  different 
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on  that  account.  They  are  fellow-subjects, 
Mrs.  DuttoDy  and  that  is  a  great  deal.  Then 
they  are  miracles  of  loyalty,  there  being  scarcely 
a  Jacobite,  as  they  tell  me,  in  all  the  colonies.'^ 

**  Mr.  Wycherly  Wychecombe  is  a  very  re- 
spectable young  gentleman,^  said  Dutton ; 
"  and  I  hear  he  is  a  prime  seaman  for  his  years. 
He  has  not  the  honour  of  being  related  to  this 
distinguished  family,  like  Mr.  Thomas,  here,  it 
is  true ;  but  he  is  likely  to  make  a  name  for 
himself.  Should  he  get  a  ship,  and  do  as  hand- 
some things  in  her  as  he  has  done  already,  his 
majesty  would  probably  knight  him ;  and  then 
we  should  have  two  Sir  Wycherly  Wyche- 
combes!'' 

"I  hope  not — I  hope  not!"  exclaimed  the 
baronet :  **  I  think  there  must  be  a  law  against 
that.  As  it  is,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  put 
Bart,  after  my  name,  as  my  worthy  grand- 
father used  to  do,  in  order  to  prevent  confu- 
sion ;  but  England  can*t  bear  two  Sir  Wych- 
erlys,  any  more  than  the  world  can  bear  two 
suns.  Is  not  that  your  opinion.  Miss  Mil- 
dred?" 

The  baronet  had  laughed  at  his  own  allusion, 
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showing  he  spoke  half  jocularlj ;  but,  ts  hia 
question  was  put  in  too  direct  a  manner  to 
escape  general  attention,  the  confused  girl  was 
obliged  to  answer. 

"  I  dare  say  Mr.  Wychecombe  will  nerer 
reach  a  rank  high  enough  to  cause  any  sucb 
difficulty,"  she  said ;  and  it  was  said  in  all 
sincerity ;  for,  unconsciously  perhaps,  she  s^ 
cretly  hoped  that  no  difference  so  wide  might 
ever  be  created  between  the  youth  and  herself. 
"  If  he  should,  I  suppose  his  rights  would  be 
OS  good  as  another*s,  and  he  must  keep  his 
name." 

"  la  such  a  case,  which  is  improbable 
enough,  as  Miss  Mildred  as  so  well  observed," 
put  in  Tom  Wychecombe,  "  we  should  have 
to  submit  to  the  knighthood,  for  that  comes 
from  the  king,  who  might  knight  a  chimnej- 
fiweep,  if  he  saw  fit;  but  a  question  might  be 
raised  as  to  the  Tiame.  It  is  bad  enough  as  it 
is;  but  if  it  really  got  (o  be  two  Sir  Wycb- 
erlys,  I  think  my  dear  uncle  would  be  wrong 
to  submit  to  such  an  invasion  of  what  one 
might  call  his  individuality,  without  making 
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some  inquiry  as  to  the  right  of  the  gentleman 
to  one  or  both  his  names.  The  result  might 
ihow  that  the  king  had  made  a  Sir  Something 
Nobody.^ 

The  sneer  and  spite  with  which  this  was 
uttered,  were  too  marked  to  escape  notice ;  and 
bodi  Dtttton  and  his  wife  felt  it  would  be 
tmjdeasant  to  mingle  farther  in  the  discourse. 
Still  the  List,  submissive,  rebuked,  and  heart- 
broken as  she  was,  fdt  a  glow  on  her  own 
pale  cheek,  as  she  saw  the  colour  mount  in 
the  £ice  of  Mildred,  and  she  detected  the  strong 
impulses  that  urged  the  generous  girl  herself 
to  answer. 

**We  have  now  known  Mr.  Wychecombe 
several  months,"  observed  Mildred,  fastening 
her  full,  blue  eye  calmly  on  Tom's  sinister- 
looking  face ;  ^^and  we  have  never  known  any- 
tluog  to  cause  us  to  think  he  would  bear  a 
luune — or  names — that  he  does  not  at  least 
thiok  he  has  a  right  to." 

This  was  said  gently,  but  so  distinctly,  that 
every  word  entered  fairly  into  Tom  Wyche* 
combe's  soul;   who  threw  a  quick,  suspicious 
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glance  at  the  lovely  speaker,  as  if  to  aaoertain 
how  far  she  intended  any  allusion  to  himself 
Meeting  with  no  other  expression  than  that 
of  generous  interest,  he  recovered  his  self-^om* 
mand,  and  made  his  reply  with  sufficient  cooI> 
ness. 

"Upon  my  word,  Mrs.  Dutton,"  he  cried» 
laughing;  <<we  young  men  will  all  of  us  hare 
to  get  over  the  cliff,  and  hang  dangling  at  the 
end  of  a  rope,  in  order  to  awaken  an  interest 
in  Miss  Mildred,  to  defend  us  when  our  backs 
are  turned.  So  eloquent — and  most  especially^ 
so  lovely,  so  charming  an  advocate,  is  almost 
certain  of  success;  and  my  uncle  and  myself 
roust  admit  the  absent  gentleman'^s  right  to  our 
name ;  though,  Heaven  be  praised,  he  has  not 
yet  got  either  the  title  or  the  estate.''* 

"  I  hope  I  have  said  nothing.  Sir  Wycherly, 
to  displease  you^^  returned  Mildred,  with  em- 
phasis ;  though  her  face  was  a  thousand  times 
handsomer  than  ever,  with  the  blushes  that 
suffused  it.  **  Nothing  would  pain  me  more 
than  to  suppose  I  had  done  so  improper  a 
thing.     I  merely  meant  that  we  cannot  believe 


TVO    JJDMHIl.l^.  IBS' 


Mr.  Wjciierly  Wjcheeonbe  vwid  nSn^j 
tike  a  name  he  had  mo  ligtit  ta.* 

^My  liule  dear,*  aid  tbe  fconoHS,  ^s>^=2% 
the  hand  of  the  dktroBBd  pA,  mai  ijamnghsr 
dieek,  as  he  had  oltea  damt  hrfare,  viixi 
dxrij  teiidemeK;  **it  k  nsC  ai  casj 
brgau  to  oflfeod  aK ;  aad  I'n  fsre  I3ie  jsuzif 
fdlow  is  qoite  vckxiae  to  baca  set  aone^  jf 
yoa  widi  him  to  hare  Vol* 

**Ajid  I  mefdj  Bwant,  Mks  Tf'urreg,"  ?b» 
naied  Tooi,  who  Ceared  he  w£gsti  hmw^  ^jbu: 
too  fof  ^that  the  jouc^  g^^dianax— tux^ 
withoat  any  £udt  of  bis  oan — »  prv£aCL j  ^ 
Bonot  hov  he  caaK  br  tvo  nasDes  \iAtL  Lare 
»  loDg  pcftaiDed  to  the  head  cf  aa  anrarat 
and  boooorable  familT.  ThcR:  is  Bkarr  a 
jooDg  man  bom,  who  is  vortbr  of  bffr.g  a& 
ettj«  but  whom  the  lav  eoiisiier»»*  bsse  Tya 
paused  to  chooae  tcms  suitable  for  bis  a"jciiar» 
wheo  the  baronet  added, 

*^  A  jECtff  miflics— that 's  the  ptcase,  Toca  : 
I  had  it  fioai  your  own  Cither's  moQth.* 

Tom  Wychecombe  started,  aad  looked  f izr- 
tirdy  aroond  him,  as  if  to  ascertain  who  su»» 
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pected  the  truth.  Then  be  cootiDuecIt  an: 
to  regain  the  ground  he  feared  he  had 
in  Mildred's  favour. 

*'  Filius  nttlUut  means.  Miss  Mildred 
actly  what  I  wish  to  express,  a  family  wi 
any  legal  origin.  They  tell  me,  however, 
in  the  colonies*  nothing  is  more  common 
for  people  to  take  the  names  of  the  gret 
milies  at  home,  and  after  a  while  they  : 
themselves  related." 

"  I  never  heard  Mr.  Wycherly  Wychee 
say  a  word  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  h< 
in  any  manner,  connected  with  this  £b 
sir,"  returned  Mildred,  calmly,  but  quiti 
tinctly. 

"  Did  you  ever  bear  him  say  he  was 
Miss  Mildred?" 

*'  I  cannot  say  I  ever  did,  Mr.  Wycheo 
It  is  a  subject  that  has  seldom  been  intro< 
in  my  bearing." 

"  But  it  has  often  been  introduced  ii 
I  declare,  Sir  Wycberley,  it  has  stnic 
as  singular,  that,  while  you  and  I  ha 
very  frequently  stated,  in  the  presence  o 
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geDtleman,  that  our  families  are  ia  do  way 
ooDnectedy  he  has  never,  in  any  manner,  not 
even  by  a  nod  or  a  look  of  approfaatioo,  a*» 
tented  to  what  he  must  certainly  know  to  be 
the  case*  But,  I  suppose,  like  a  true  colonist, 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  up  his  hold  on  the 
old  stock/' 

Here  the  entrance  of  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes 
changed  the  discourse.  The  vice-admiral  join- 
ed the  party  in  good  spirits,  as  is  apt  to  be 
the  case  with  men  who  have  been  much  occu- 
pied with  affairs  of  moment,  and  who  meet 
idazation  with  a  consciousness  of  having  done 
their  duty. 

^*If  one  could  take  with  him  to  sea  the 
comforts  of  such  a  house  as  this.  Sir  Wycherly, 
and  such  handsome  faces  as  your  own,  young 
lady,"*  cried  Sir  Gervaise^  cheerfully,  after  he 
had  made  his  salutations,  ^Hhere  would  be 
an  end  of  our  exclusiveness,  for  every  petii 
maitrt  of  Paris  and  London  would  turn  sailor, 
as  a  matter  of  course.  Six  months  in  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  gives  an  old  fellow,  like  my* 
self,  a  keen  relish  for  these  enjoyments,  as 
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hunger  makes  any  meat  palatable,  though  I 
am  far,  very  far,  indeed,  from  putting  this 
house  or  this  company  on  a  level  with  an  in- 
different feast,  even  for  an  epicure.^^ 

"  Such  as  it  is.  Sir  Gervaise,  the  first  is 
quite  at  your  service,  in  all  things,*^  rejoined 
the  host,  '*  and  the  last  will  do  all  in  its  power 
to  make  itself  agreeable." 

"Ah  !  here  comes  Bluewater,  to  echo  all  I 
have  said  and  feel.  I  am  telling  Sir  Wycherly 
and  the  ladies  of  the  satisfaction  we  grampuses 
experience,  when  we  get  berthed  under  such 
a  roof  as  this,  with  woman's  sweet  face  to 
throw  a  gleam  of  happiness  around  hcr.'^ 

Admiral  Bluewater  had  already  saluted  the 
mother,  but  when  his  eye  fell  on  the  face  and 
person  of  Mildred,  it  was  riveted,  for  an  in- 
stant, with  an  earnestness  and  intentness  of 
surprise  and  admiration  that  all  noted,  though 
no  one  saw  fit  to  comment  on  it. 

**  Sir  Oervaise  is  so  established  an  admirer 
of  the  sex,**^  said  the  rear-admiral,  recovering 
himself,  after  a  pause,  **  that  I  am  never  as- 
tonished at   any  of  his  raptures.     Salt-water 
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has  the  usual  effect  on  him,  however,  for  I 
have  now  known  him  longer  than  he  might 
wish  to  be  reminded  of,  and  yet  the  only 
mistress  who  can  keep  him  true  is  his  ship.*^ 

''And  to  that  I  believe  I  may  be  said  to 
be  constant.     I   don't  know  how  it   is  with 
you.  Sir  Wycherly,  but  everything  I  am   ac- 
customed to  I  like.     Now,  here  I  have  sailed 
with  both  these  gentlemen,  until  I  should  as 
soon  think  of  going  to  sea  without  a  binnacle, 
as  to  go  to  sea  without  Vm  both, — hey  I  At- 
wood?    Then,   as  to  the   ship,   my  flag  has 
been    flying    in    the    Plantagenet    these    ten 
years,  and  I  can't  bear  to  give  the  old  craft 
up,  though  Bluewater,  here,  would  have  turned 
her  over  to  an  inferior  after  three  years'  ser* 
vice.    I   tell  all   the  young  men   they  don't 
stay  long  enough  in   any  one  vessel  to  find 
out  her  good  qualities.     I  never  was  in  a  slow 
ship  yet.'' 

^  For  the  simple  reason  that  you  never  get 
into  a  fast  one  that  you  do  not  wear  her  fairly 
out,  before  you  give  her  up.  The  Plantagenet, 
Sir  Wycherly,  is  the  fastest  two-decker  in  his 
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majesty's  service,  and  the  vice-admiral  knows 
it  too  well  to  let  any  of  us  get  foot  in  her, 
while  her  timbers  will  hang  together/' 

*'  Let  it  be  so,  if  you  will ;  it  only  shows. 
Sir  Wycherly,  that  I  do  not  choose  my  friends 
for  their  bad  qualities.  But  allow  me  to  ask, 
young  lady,  if  you  happen  to  know  a  certain 
Mr.  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  —  a  namesake, 
but  no  relative,  I  understand,  of  our  respect- 
able host,  and  one  who  holds  a  commission 
in  his  majesty ^8  service  ?^ 

"Certainly,  Sir  Gervaise,^  answered  Mil- 
dred,  dropping  her  eyes  to  the  floor,  and  trem* 
bling,  though  she  scarce  knew  why;  "Mr. 
Wycheeombe  has  been  about  here,  now,  for 
some  months,  and  we  all  know  something  of 
him.^ 

*'  Then,  perhaps  you  can  tell  me  whether  he 
is  generally  a  loiterer  on  duty.  I  do  not  in* 
quire  whether  he  is  a  laggard  in  his  duty  to 
you,  but  whether,  mounted  on  a  good  hunter, 
he  could  get  over  twenty  miles  in  eight  or  ten 
hours,  for  instance  ?  " 

^  I  think  Sir  Wycherly  would  tell  you  that 
he  could,  sir  ?  ^ 
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•*  He  maj  be  a  Wychecombe,  Sir  Wycherly, 
but  he  is  do  Plantagenet,  in  the  way  of  sailing. 
Surely  the  young  gentleman  ought  to  have  re^ 
turned  some  hours  since !  '* 

**  It  *8  quite  surprising  to  me  that  he  is  not 
back  before  this,"  returned  the  kind-hearted 
baronet.  *'  He  is  active,  and  understands  him- 
self, and  there  is  not  a  better  horseman  in  the 
county — is  there,  Miss  Mildred  ?  ^ 

Mildred  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  reply 
to  this  direct  appeal ;  but^  spite  of  the  manner 
ia  which  she  had  been  endeavouring  to  school 
ber  feelings  since  the  accident  on  the  diff,  she 
could  not  prevent  the  deadly  paleness  that 
dread  of  some  accident  had  produced,  or  the 
rash  of  colour  to  her  cheeks  that  followed  from 
the  unexpected  question  of  Sir  Wycherly* 
Turning^  to  conceal  her  confusion,  she  met  the 
eye  of  Tom  Wychecombe  riveted  on  her  face, 
with  an  expression  so  sinister  that  it  caused  her 
to  tremble.  Fortunately,  at  this  moment.  Sir 
Gervaise  turned  away,  and  drawing  near  his 
friend,  on  the  other  side  of  the  large  apartment, 
he  said  in  an  under  tone — 
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Luckily,  Atwood  has  brought  ashore  «  du- 
plicate of  my  despatcbesi  Bluewater,  and  if  this 
dilatory  gentleman  does  not  return  by  the  rime 
we  have  dined,  I  will  send  off  a  second  courier. 
The  intelligence  is  too  important  to  be  trifled 
with ;  and  after  having  brought  the  fleet  north, 
to  be  in  readiness  to  serre  the  state  in  thtf 
emergency,  it  would  be  rare  folly  to  leave  the 
ministry  in  ignorance  of  the  reasons  why  I  have 
done  it." 

"  Nevertheless,  they  would  be  almost  as  wdl 
informed  as  I  am  myself,'*  returned  the  rear- 
admiral,  with  a  little  point,  but  quite  without 
any  bitterness  of  manner.  ^  The  only  advan- 
tage I  have  over  them  is,  that  I  do  know  where 
the  fleet  is,  which  is  more  than  the  First  Loid 
can  boast  of." 

"  True — I  had  forgot,  my  friend— but  you 
must  feel  that  there  is  a  subject  on  which  I  had 
better  not  consult  you.  I  have  received 
important  intelligence,  that  my  duty,  as  a 
mander-in-chief,  renders  it  necessary  I  should — 
keep  to  myself."' 
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Sir  Oervaiae  laughed  as  be  oondndedy  tfaoog^ 

be  seemed  vexed  and  cmlMurTaiaed^    Adiriral 

Bluewater  betrayed  neitber  diagrin  nor  diaap- 

paintzneiit,   bat   stroogy  neailj   gi^pjitmililf 

curiosity,  a  feding  from  which  he 

larly  exempt  in  general,  glowed  in  his  eyes, 

lighted  his  whcde  oountenanee.    Still,  habitnal 

submission  to  his  superior,  and  the  adfccDM 

maod  of  disdfJine,  enabled  bim  to  wait  lor 

saything  flBore  that  Us  friend  mi^t  eonnuni- 

cate.    At  this  moment  the  door  opened,  and 

Wydierly  entered  the  room,  in  the  state  in 

whidi  he  had  just  dismounted.    It  was  neoes- 

8sry  to  throw  but  a  single  glanee  at  hb  hurried 

nunner  and  general  appearanof^  to  know  that 

be  had  something  of  importance  to  oommoni- 

cate,  and  Sir  Genraise  made  a  dgn  lor  Um  not 

to 

^  This  is  public  senrioe^  Sir  Wydierly,'*  said 
the  Tice-admiral,  *'aad  I  hope  you  will  cxcuie 
OS  for  a  few  minutes.  I  beg  this  good  com- 
psoy  will  be  seated  at  taUe  as  toon  as  dinner  is 
served,  and  that  you  wiD  treat  us  as  old  friends, 
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as  himself;  and  there  was  so  much  running 
and   sending  of  messages,   that   I  could   not 
avoid  suspecting  something  was  in  the  wind. 
Going  to  the  stable  to  look  after  Sir  Wycfa- 
erly's  hunter,  for  I  knew  how  much  he  values 
the  animal,  I  found  one  of  the  stranger^s  ser- 
yants  in  discourse  with  the  ostler.    The  latter 
told  me,  when  the  chaise  had  gone,  that  great 
tidings  had  reached   Exeter,  before  the    tra- 
vellers quitted   the  town.    These  tidings   he 
described  as  news  that  *  Charley  was  no  longer 
over  the  water.'     It  was  useless.  Sir  G^rvaise, 
to  question  one  so  stupid;   and,  at  the  inn, 
though  all   observed  the  manner  of  the  tra* 
veller  and  his  visiter,  no  one  could  tell    me 
anything  positive.     Under  the  circumstances, 
therefore,   I    threw  myself   into    the    return 
chaise,  and  went  as  far  as  Fowey,  where  I 
met    the    important  intelligence  that  Prince 
Charles  has  actually  landed,  and  is  at  this 
moment  up,  in  Scotland  I** 

**The  Pretender  is  then  really  once  more 
among  us!''  exclaimed  Sir  Oervaise,  like  one 
who  had  half  suspected  the  truth. 
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^Not  the  Pretendery  Sir  Oervaiae,  as  I 
understand  the  news ;  but  his  young  son, 
Prince  Charles  Edward,  one  much  more  likely 
to  give  the  kingdom  trouble.  The  fact  is 
certain,  I  believe ;  and  as  it  struck  me  that  it 
might  be  important  to  the  commander  of  so 
fine  a  fleet  aa  this  which  lies  under  Wyche- 
combe  Head,  to  know  it,  1  lost  no  time  in 
getting  back  with  the  inteUigence/' 

'*  You  have  done  well,  young  gentleman, 
and  have  proved  that  discretion  is  quite  as 
ukM  and  respectable  in  a  lieutenant,  as  it 
can  possibly  prove  to  be  in  a  full  admiral  of 
the  white.  Go,  now,  and  make  yourself  fit  to 
take  a  seat  by  the  side  of  one  of  the  sweetest 
girls  in  England,  where  I  shall  expect  to  see 
yoa  in  fifteen  minutes.— *  Well,  Bluewater,"' 
he  continued,  as  soon  as  the  door  closed  on 
Wycherly  ;  "  this  is  news,  of  a  certainty  !" 

**  It  is,  indeed ;  and  I  take  it  to  be  the  news, 
or  connected  with  the  news,  that  you  have  sent 
to  the  First  Lord,  in  the  late  despatches.  It 
has  not  taken  you  altogether  by  surprise,  if 
the  truth  were  said  ?^ 
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ferocious  denunciation,  and  selfishness  but  half 
concealed  under  the  cloak  of  patriotisniy   the 
England  of  the  original  Whigs  and  Tories,  was 
the  England  of  conservatism  and  reform,  and 
the  America  of  1776>  and  the  America  of  1841. 
Still  thousands  always  act,  in  political  strug- 
gles, with  the  fairest  intentions,  thoug^h  they 
act  in  bitter  opposition  to  each  other«     When 
prejudice  becomes  the  stimulant  of  ignoranoe^ 
no  other  result  may  be  hoped  for;    and  the 
experience  of  the  world,  in   the  managemeol 
of  human  affairs,  has  left  the  upright  and  in- 
telligent but  one  conclusion  as  the  reward  of 
all  the  pains  and  penalties  with  which  political 
revolutions  have  been  effected^the  conviction 
that  no  institutions  can  be  invented,  which  a 
short  working  does  not  show  will  be  perverted 
from  their  original  intention,  by  the  ingenuity 
of  those  intrusted  with   power.     In   a  word, 
the  physical  constitution  of  man  does  not  more 
infallibly  tend  to  decrepitude  and  imbecility, 
imperiously  requiring  a  new  being,  and  a  new 
existence,  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  his  creation, 
than  the   moral  constitutions  which  are  the 
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fruits  of  his  wisdom,  contain  the  seeds  of 
abuses  and  decay,  that  human  selfishness  will 
be  as  certain  to  cultiyate,  as  human  indulgence 
k  to  aid  the  course  of  nature,  in  hastening 
the  approaches  of  death.  Thus,  while  on  the 
one  hand,  there  exists  the  constant  incentive 
of  abuses  and  hopes  to  induce  us  to  wish  for 
modifications  of  the  social  structure,  on  the 
other  there  stands  the  experience  of  ages  to 
demonstrate  their  insufficiency  to  produce  the 
happiness  we  aim  at.  If  the  world  advances 
in  civilization  and  humanity,  it  is  because 
knowledge  will  produce  its  fruits  in  every  soil, 
and  under  every  condition  of  cultivation  and 
improvement. 

Both  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  and  Admiral  Blue- 
water  believed  themselves  to  be  purely  go* 
terned  by  principles,  in  submittiug  to  the  bias 
that  each  felt  towards  the  conflicting  claims 
rf  the  houses  of  Brunswick  and  Stuart  Per- 
haps no  two  men  in  England  were  in  fact  less 
influenced  by  motives  that  they  ought  to  feel 
tthamed  to  own;  and  yet,  as  has  been  seen, 
while  they  thought  so  much  alike  on  most 
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ther  things,  on  (bis  they  were  diunetrically 
ppoaed  to  each  other.  During  the  tamay 
ears  of  arduous  and  delicate  duties  that  they 
ad  serred  together,  jealousy,  distrust,  and 
iscontent  had  been  equally  straogen  to  ibeir 
osoms;  for  each  had  ever  felt  the  assurance 
hat  his  own  honour,  happiness,  and  interests 
rere  as  much  ruling  motives  with  his  frieod* 
B  they  could  well  be  with  himself.  Tbeir 
ves  had  been  constant  scenes  of  mutual  but 
npretending  kindnesses ;  and  this  under  cir- 
umstances  that  naturally  awakened  all  the 
lost  generous  and  manly  sentimenta  of  tbeir 
atures.  When  young  men,  tbeir  laughing 
lessmates  had  nick-named  them  Pylades  and 
>restes ;  and  later  in  life,  on  account  of  their 
raising  so  much  in  company,  tbey  were  gene> 
lUy  known  in  tbe  navy  as  the  *'  twin  cap- 
lins."  On  several  occasions  had  they  fought 
Demies'  frigates,  and  captured  them ;  on  these 
ccasions,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  senior  of 
ie  two.  became  most  known  to  the  nation; 
ut  Sir  G^rvaise  had  made  the  most  generous 
ITorts  to  give  bit  junior  a  full  share  of  tbe 
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credit ;   while  Captain  Bluewater  never  spoke 
of  the  affairs  without  mentioning  them  as  vic- 
tories of  the  commodore.      In  a  word,  on  all 
occasions,  and  under  all  circumstances,  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  aim  of  these  generous-minded 
and  gallant  seamen,  to  serve  each  other ;   nor 
was  this  attempted  with  any  effort,  or  striving 
for  effect;  all  that  was  said,  or  done,  coming 
naturally  and   spontaneously  from   the  heart. 
But,  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  events  had 
now  occurred  which  threatened  a  jarring  of  the 
feelings  between  them,  if  they  did  not  lead  to 
acts  which  must  inevitably  place  them  in  open 
and  declared  hostility  to  each  other.     No  won- 
der,  then,  that  both  looked  at  the  future  with 
gloomy  forebodings,  and  a  distrust,  which,  if 
it  did  not  render  them  unhappy,  at  least  pro^ 
duced  uneasiness 
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been  safer  to  have  taken  two  days'  grace.  Scot- 
land was  then  farther  from  Devonshire,  in  effect, 
than  Geneva  is  now ;  and  news  travelled  slowly, 
and  with  the  usual  exaggerations  and  uncer* 
tainties  of  delay.  It  was  no  wonder,  then,  that 
a  Jacobite  who  was  posting  off  to  his  country 
house — the  focus  of  an  English  landlord's  influ- 
ence and  authority — ^filled  with  intelligence  that 
had  reached  him  through  the  activity  of  zealous 
pdidcal  partisans,  preceded  the  more  regular 
tidings  of  the  mail  by  several  hours.  The  little 
that  had  escaped  this  individual,  or  his  servants 
rather,  for  the  gentleman  was  tolerably  discreet 
himself,  confiding  in  only  one  or  two  particular 
friends  at  each  relay,  had  not  got  out  to  the 
world,  either  very  fully,  or  very  dearly.  Wy- 
cherly  had  used  intelligence  in  making  his  in- 
quiries, and  he  had  observed  an  officer's  pru- 
dence in  keeping  his  news  for  the  ears  of  his 
superior  alone.  When  Sir  Oervaise  joined  the 
party  in  the  drawing-room,  therefore^  he  saw 
that  Sir  Wycherly  knew  nothing  of  what  had 
occurred  at  the  north;  and  he  intended  the 
glance  which  he  directed  at  the  lieutenant  to 
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convey  a  hearty  approval  of  his  discretion. 
This  forbearance  did  more  to  raise  the  yoaog 
officer  in  the  opinion  of  the  practised  and 
thoughtful  admiral,  than  the  gallantry  with 
which  the  youth  had  so  recently  purchased  bis 
commission ;  for  while  many  were  brav^  few 
had  the  self-command  and  prudence,  undo*  cir- 
cumstances like  the  present,  that  alone  can  make 
a  man  safe  in  the  management  of  important 
public  interests.  The  approbation  that  SirGer- 
vaise  felt,  and  which  he  desired  to  manifest,  for 
Wycherly's  prudence,  was  altogether  a  princi- 
pie,  however;  since  there  existed  no  sufficient 
reason  for  keeping  the  secret  from  so  confirmed 
a  Whig  as  his  host.  On  the  contrary,  the  sooner 
those  opinions,  which  both  of  them  would  be 
apt  to  term  sound,  were  promulgated  in  the 
neighbourhood,  the  better  it  might  prove  for 
the  good  cause.  The  vice-admiral,  therefore, 
determined  to  communicate  himself,  as  soon  as 
the  party  was  seated  at  table,  the  very  secret 
which  he  so  much  commended  the  youth  for 
keeping.  Admiral  Bluewater  joining  the  com- 
pany, at  this  instant.  Sir  Wychelry  led  Mrs. 
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Dutton  to  the  table.  No  alteration  had  taken 
place  among  the  guests^  except  that  Sir  Oer* 
raise  wore  the  red  riband;  a  change  in  his  dress 
that  his  friend  considered  to  be  openly  hoisting 
the  standard  of  the  house  of  Hanover. 

"  One  would  not  think.  Sir  Wycherly,**  com- 
menced the  vice-admiral,  glancing  his  eyes 
around  him,  as  soon  as  all  were  seated,  **  that 
this  good  company  has  taken  its  place  at  your 
hospitable  tables  in  the  midst  of  a  threatened 
civil  war,  if  not  of  an  actual  revolution." 

Every  hand  was  arrested,  and  every  eye 
turned  towards  the  speaker;  even  Admiral 
Bluewater,  earnestly  regarding  his  friend,  anxi- 
ous to  know  what  would  come  next. 

*'  I  believe  my*household  is  in  due  subjeo* 
tion,^  answered  Sir  Wycherly,  gazing  to  the 
right  and  left,  as  if  he  expected  to  see  his  butler 
heading  a  revolt ;  **  and  I  fancy  the  only  change 
we  shall  see  to-day,  will  be  the  removal  of 
the  courses,  and  the  appearance  of  their  suc- 
cessors.^ 

"  Ay,  so  says  the  hearty,  comfortable  Devon- 
shire baronet,  while  seated  at  his  own  board* 
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&voured  by  nbundaiice  and  warm  friends.    But 

it  would  seem  the  snake  was  only  scotched ;  not 

kiUed." 

"  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  has  grown  figurative  ; 
with  his  tnaket  and  tcotcAings,"  observed  the 
rear-admiral,  a  little  drily. 

"  It  is  Scotch-ing,  as  you  say  with  bo  much 
emphasis,  Bluewater.  I  suppose.  Sir  Wych- 
erly — I  suppose,  Mr.  Dutton,  and  you,  my 
pretty  young  lady — I  presume  all  of  you  have 
heard  of  such  a  person  as  the  Pretender; — 
some  of  you  may  possibly  have  seen  him." 

Sir  Wycherty  now  dropt  his  knife  and  fork, 
and  sat  gazing  at  the  speaker  in  amazement. 
To  him  the  Christian  religion,  the  liberties 
of  the  subject — more  especially  of  the  baronet 
and  lord  of  the  manor,  who  bad  four  thousand 
a<year — and  the  Protestant  succession,  all  seem- 
ed to  be  in  sudden  danger. 

*'  I  always  told  my  brother,  the  judge — Mr. 
Bsron  Wycbecombe,  who  is  dead  and  gone— 
that  what  between  the  French,  that  rogue  the 
Pope,  and  the  spurious  offspring  of  Kiag 
James  II>  we  should  yet  see  troublesome  tiioes 
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teen  and  ten  are  twenty-five,  and  ten  are  thirty, 
and  ten  are  forty-five — it  is  just  thirty  years 
since  the  Jacobites  were  up  before  !  It  would 
seem  that  half  a  human  life  is  not  sufficient  to 

0 

fill  the  cravings  of  a  Scotchman's  maw  for 
English  gold.'' 

**  Twice  thirty  years  would  hardly  quell  the 
promptings  of  a  noble  spirit,  when  his  notions 
of  justice  showed  him  the  way  to  the  English 
throne,"  observed  Bluewater  coolly.  "  For 
my  part,  I  like  the  spirit  of  this  young  prince, 
for  he  who  nobly  dares,  nobly  deserves.  What 
say  you,  my  beautiful  neighbour  ?" 

**  If  you  mean  to  address  me,  sir,  by  that 
compliment,"  answered  Mildred,  modestly,  but 
with  the  emphasis  that  the  gentlest  of  her  sex 
are  apt  to  use  when  they  feel  strongly ;  ^*  I 
must  be  suffered  to  say  that  I  hope  every 
Englishman  will  dare  as  nobly,  and  deserve 
as  well  in  defence  of  his  liberties.^ 

"  Come— come,  Bluewater,"  interrupted  Sir 
Gtervaise,  with  a  gravity  that  almost  amounted 
to  reproof;  ^*  I  cannot  permit  such  innuendoes 
before  one  so  young  and   unpractised.     The 
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young  lady  might  really  suppose  that  his  ma- 
jesty^s  fleet  was  intrusted  to  men  unworthy  to 
enjoy  his  confidence,  by  the  cool  way  in  which 
you  carry  on  the  joke.  I  propose,  now.  Sir 
Wycherly,  that  we  eat  our  dinner  in  peace, 
and  say  no  more  about  this  mad  expedition, 
until  the  cloth  is  drawn,  at  least.  It 's  a  long 
road  to  Scotland,  and  there  is  little  danger  that 
this  adventurer  will  find  his  way  into  Devon- 
shire before  the  nuts  are  placed  before  us.** 

^^  It  would  be  nuts  to  us,  if  he  did,  Sir 
Gervaise,"  put  in  Tom  Wycherly,  laughing 
heartily  at  his  own  wit.  ^*  My  uncle  would 
enjoy  nothing  more  than  to  see  the  spurious 
sovereign  on  his  own  estate,  here,  and  in  the 
hands  of  his  own  tenants.  I  think,  sir,  that 
Wychecombe,  and  one  or  two  of  the  adjoining 
manors,  would  dispose  of  him." 

*^  That  might  depend  on  circumstances,"  the 
admiral  answered  a  little  drily.  **  These  Scots 
have  such  a  thing  as  a  claymore,  and  are  des- 
perate fellows,  they  tell  me,  at  a  charge.  The 
very  fact  of  arming  a  soldier  with  a  short  sword 
shows  a  most  bloody-minded  disposition.'' 
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^  You  forget,  Sir  Gervane,  that  we  have  our 
Cornish  hug,  here  in  the  west  of  England;  mod 
I  will  put  our  fellows  against  any  Scot<^  regi- 
ment that  ever  charged  an  enemy .^^ 

Tom  laughed  again  at  his  own  allusion  to  a 
proverbial  mode  of  grappling  familiar  to  the 
adjoining  county. 

**  This  is  all  very  well,  Mr.  Thomas  Wyche* 
combe,  so  long  as  Pevonshire  is  in  the  west  of 
England,  and  Scotland  lies  north  of  the  Tweed. 
Sir  Wycherly  might  as  well  leave  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  and  his  regulars,  if  it 
were  only  in  the  way  of  letting  every  man  fol- 
low his  own  trade.*^ 

*<*  It  strikes  me  as  so  singularly  insolent  in 
a  base-bom  boy  like  this  pretending  to  the 
English  crown,  that  I  can  barely  speak  of  him 
with  patience !  We  all  know  that  his  father 
was  a  changeling,  and  the  son  of  a  changeling 
can  have  no  more  right  than  the  father  himselt 
I  do  not  remember  what  the  law  terms  such  « 
pretenders,  but  I  dare  say  it  is  something  suf- 
ficiently odious.'^ 

<<  Filius  nuUius,  Thomas,"  said  Sir  Wycb- 


THE  TWO  ADUIRALS.  167 

I,  with  a  little  eagernen  to  show  his  leaming. 
'hat  'a  the  very  jArsM.  I  have  it  from  the 
t  authority,  my  late  btx>ther.  Baron  Wycbe- 
ibe,  giving  it  to  me  with  his  own  mouth,  on 
Kcasion  that  called  for  aa  understaoding  of 
1  matters.  The  Judge  was  a  most  accurate 
^er,  particularly  in  all  that  related  to  names; 
1 11  engage,  if  he  were  living  at  this  mo- 
It,  he  would  tell  you  the  legal  appellation  of 
langeUng  ought  to  he^liat  nulliut." 
a  spite  of  his  native  impudence,  and  an 
Ate  determination  to  make  his  way  io  the 
'Id,  without  much  regard  to  truth,  Tom 
rcbecombe  felt  bis  cheek  bum  so  much,  at 
>  innocent  'allusion  of  his  reputed  uncle*  that 
was  actually  obliged  to  turn  away  hie  £ace^ 
order  to  conceal  his  confunon.  Had  any 
ral  delinquency  of  his  own  been  implicated 
the  remark,  he  might  have  found  means  to 
el  himself  against  its  consequences  ;  but,  as 
only  too  often  the  case,  he  was  far  more 
amed  of  a  misfortune  over  which  he  had  no 
able  control,  than  be  would  have  been  of  a 
ne  for  which  be  was  strictly  responsible  in 
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SRod  importaDt  interests,  since  that  time.      Ne^ 
verthelesn,  the  education  was  received,  together 
with  a  good  many  tastes,  and  Bentiments,  >od 
opinions,  which  it  may  well  be  questioned  whe- 
ther they  contributed   most  to  the  hap|HDe» 
or  unhappinesB  of  the  pupil,   in    her    future 
life.     Frank  Dutlon,  then  a  handsome^  though 
far  from  polished,  young  sea-lieutenant,  inter- 
fered with  the  arrangement,  by  making  Martha 
Ray  his  wife,  when  she  was  two-and-twenty- 
This  match  was  suitable  in  all  respects,  with 
the  important  exception  of  the  educations  and 
characters  of  the  parties.     Still,  as  a  woman 
may  well  be  more  refined,  and,  in  some  thingis 
even  more  intelligent  than  her  husband, — and 
as  sailors,  in  the  commencement  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  formed  a  class  of  society  much 
more  distinct  than  they  do  to-day, — there  would 
have  been  nothing  absolutely  incompatible  with 
the  future  well-being  of  the  young  coufde,  had 
each  pursued  his  or  her  own  career  in  a  man- 
Der  suitable  to  their  respective  duties.     Younj; 
Dutton   had  taken   away  his  bride,  with  the 
two  thousand  pounds  she  bod  received  from 


THB   TWO  ADMIRALS.  173 

her  bther^  and  for  a  long  time  he  was  seen 
no  more  in  his  native  couDty.    After  an  ab- 
sence of  some  twenty  years,  however,  he  re- 
tomedy  broken  in  constitution  and  degraded 
in  rank,  to  occupy  the  station  he  filled  at  the 
opening  of  this  tale.     Mrs.  Dutton  brought 
with  her  one  child,  the  beautiful  girl  intro- 
duced  to    the   reader,  and  to  whom   she  was 
studiously  imparting  all  she  had  herself  ac- 
quired,  in  the  adventitious  manner  mentioned. 
Such  were  the  means  by  which  Mildred,  like 
her  mother,  had  been  educated  above  her  con- 
dition in  life ;  and  it  had  been  remarked  that, 
though  Mrs.  Dutton  had  probably  no  cause 
to  felicitate  herself  on  the  possession  of  man- 
ners and    sentiments  that  met  with  so  little 
sympathy  or  appreciation,  in  her  actual  situ- 
ation,  she    assiduously   cultivated    the    same 
manners   and  opinions  in  her  daughter,  fre- 
quently manifesting  a  sort  of  sickly  fastidi* 
ousness  on  the  subject  of  Mildred's  deport- 
ment and  tastes.     It  is  probable  the  girl  owed 
W  improvement  in  both,  however,  more  to 
the  circumstance  of  her  being  left  *so  much 
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oo  with  OD  the  part  of  the  resr>adtnirml  to 
monopolize  his  beautiful  companioD  to  bimadf. 
Perhaps  the  position  of  the  young  man, 
directly  opposite  to  her,  aided  in  iadacing 
Mildred  to  bestow  so  many  grateful  looks  and 
Bweet  smiles  on  the  older  officer ;  for  she  could 
not  glance  across  the  table  without  meeting  the 
admiring  gaze  of  Wycherly  fastened  on  her 
own  blushing  face. 

It  is  certain,  if  our  heroine  did  not,  during 
this  repast,  make  a  conquest  of  Admiral  Blue- 
water,  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  term, 
that  she  made  him  a  friend.  Sir  Qerraite, 
even,  was  struck  with  the  singular  and  devoted 
manner  in  which  his  old  messmate  gave  all  his 
attention  to  the  beautiful  girl  at  his  side ;  and, 
once  or  twice,  he  caught  himself  conjecturing 
whether  it  were  possible,  that  one  as  practifed, 
as  sensible,  and  as  much  accustomed  to  the 
beauties  of  the  court  as  Bluewater,  had  actually 
been  caught  by  the  pretty  face  of  a  country 
girl,  when  so  well  turned  of  fifty  himself. 
Then  discarding  the  notion  as  preposterous, 
he  gave  his  attention  to  the  discourse  of  Sir 
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Wycherly  —  a  dissertation  oa  rabbits  and 
nbbit-warrens.  In  this  manner  the  dinner 
passed  away. 

Mrs.  Dutton  asked  her  host's  permission  to 
retire,,  with  her  daughter,  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment permitted  by  propriety.     In  quitting  the 
room  she  cast  an  anxious  glance  at  the  face  of 
her    husband,    which  was   already  becoming 
flushed  with  his  frequent  applications  of  port ; 
and,  spite  of  an  effort  to  look  smiling  and 
cheerful,  her  lips  quivered,  and,  by  the  time 
she  and    Mildred  reached  the  drawing-room, 
tears  were  fast  falling  down  her  cheeks.     No 
explanation    was    asked    or    needed    by    the 
daughter,  who  threw  herself  into  her  mother^s 
arms^  and  for  several  minutes  they  wept  to- 
gether in   silence.    Never  had  Mrs,  Dutton 
spoken,  even  to  Mildred,  of  the  besetting  and 
degrading  vice  of  her  husband ;    but  it  had 
been  impossible  to  conceal  its  painful  conse- 
quences from  the  world,  much  less  from  one 
who  lived  in  the  bosom  of  her  family.     On 
that  failing,  which  the  wife  treated  so  tenderly, 
the  daughter  of  course  could  not  touch  ;  but 
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•b  he  tmmpmtd,  j^  »  AdMnI  Bloewater 

"I   karv  ra  avvT  fnai  the  bottle^   Un. 


I  «vclLi  ran  frosi  aa  eaenj  ttf  ivice  ay  faree^''be 
wd,  ^TT=^  cadb  ladj  a  hand  id  a  ■m*™^*'  >o 
fridtLnr,  u  to  RDdn-  the  act  sore  thaa  grtio- 
oat ;  for  :t  wmt  tiuL  "  Oakes  u  bownng  up 
hit  jib  vita  his  fanxber  buooct,  u  we  wlon 
BT,  and  I  bsTv  bau!ed  out  of  the  HiM^  wkhoot 
■  siguL' 

"  I  hope  Sir  Gerraue  Oakn  does  not  ooo- 
adrr  it  Decessarj  to  drink  more  wine  than  i* 
good  for  the  nuad  and  body,"  obterved  Mn- 
Dutton,  with  a  haste  thai  she  immediatdy  r^ 
^led. 

"  Not  he.  Gerraise  Oakes  is  as  discreet  a 
nan,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  table,  as  an  an- 
horite;  and  yet  be  has  a  faculty  of  teeming  to 
rink,  that  makes  him  a  boon  companion  for  a 
sur-boltle  man.  How  the  deuce  be  does  it  is 
lore  than  I  can  tell  you;  but  be  does  it  so  well 
lat  he  does  not  more  thoroughly  get  the  better 
r  the  king^s  eoemies,  on  the  high  seas,  than  be 
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floors  his  friends  under  the  table.  Sir  Wycherly 
has  begun  his  libations  in  honour  of  the  house 
of  Hanover,  and  they  will  be  likely  to  make  a 
long  sitting." 

Mrs.  Out  ton  sighed,  and  walked  away  to  a 
window,  to  conceal  the  paleness  of  her  cheeks. 
Admiral  Bluewater,  who,  though  perfectly  ab- 
stemious   himself,   regarded   license   with   the 
bottle  after  dinner,  Uke  most  men  of  that  ag^ 
as  a  very  venial  weakness,  and  he  quietly  took  a 
seat  by  the  side  of  Mildred,  and  began  to  con- 
verse. 

*'  1  hope,  young  lady,  as  a  sailor^s  child,  you 
feel  an  hereditary  indulgence  for  a  seaman's 
gossip,"  he  said.  **  We,  who  are  so  much  shut 
up  in  our  ships,  have  a  poverty  of  ideas  on 
most  subjects;  and  as  to  always  talking  of  the 
winds  and  waves,  that  would  fatigue  even  a 
poet." 

^*  As  a  sailor^s  daughter,  I  honour  my  father'^s 
calling,  sir;  and  as  an  English  girl,  I  venerate 
the  brave  defenders  of  the  island.  Nor  do  I 
know  that  seamen  have  less  to  say  than  other 


men.'' 


■  I 
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**  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  confess  this,  for — 
shall  I  be  frank  with  you,  and  take  a  liberty 
that  would  better  become  a  friend  of  a  dozen 
years  than  an  acquaintance  of  a  day; — and, 
yet,  I  know  not  why  it  is  so,  my  dear  child,  bat 
I  feel  as  if  I  had  long  known  you,  though  I  am 
certain  we  never  met  before.** 

<^  Perhaps,  sir,  it  is  an  omen  that  we  are  long 
to  know  each  other,  in  future,^  said  Mildred, 
with  the  winning  confidence  of  unsuspecting 
and  innocent  girlhood.     *'  I  hope  you  wiU  use 


no  reserve." 


i( 


Well,  then,  at  the  risk  of  making  a  sad 
blunder,  I  will  just  say  that  *my  nephew  Tom' 
is  anything  but  a  prepossessing  youth;  and 
that  I  hope  all  eyes  regard  him  exactly  as  be 
appears  to  a  saitor  of  fifty-five."" 

^*  I  cannot  answer  for  more  than  those  of  a 
girl  of  nineteen.  Admiral  Bluewater,**  said  Mil- 
dred, laughing;  **  but,  for  her,  I  think  I  may 
say  that  she  does  not  look  on  him  as  either  an 
Adonis  or  a  Crichton.^ 

**  Upon  my  soul !  I  am  right  glad  to  hear 
this,  for  the  fellow  has  accidental  advantages 
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enough  to  render  him  formidable.  He  is  the 
beir  to  the  baronetcy,  and  this  estate,  I  be- 
Uewe  ?  •" 

*•  I  presume  he  is.  Sir  Wycherly  has  no 
ortier  nephew — or  at  least  this  is  the  eldest  of 
three  brothers,  I  am  told — and,  being  childless 
himself,  it  must  be  so.  My  father  tells  me,  Sir 
Wycherly  speaks  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wychecombe 
as  his  future  heir." 

•  *^  Your  father  !  Ay,  fathers  look  on  these 
mattera  with  eyes  very  diflerent  from  their 
daughters !  '^     . 

**  There  is  one  thing  about  seamen  that  ren- 
ders them  at  least  safe  acquaintances,^  said  Mil- 
dred, smiling ;  **  I  mean  their  frankness.^' 

*'  That  is  a  failing  of  mine^  as  I  have  heard* 
But  you  will  pardon  an  indiscretion  that  arises 
in  the  interest  I  feel  in  yourself.    The  eldest    • 
of  three  brothers — ^is  the  lieutenant,  then^  a 
younger  son  ?" 

*'  He  does  not  belong  to  the  family  at  all, 
I  believe,^  Mildred  answered,  colouring  slight- 
ly, in  spite  of  a  resolute  determination  to  ap- 
pear unconcerned.     "  Mr.  Wycherly  Wyche- 
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combe  is  no  relative  of  our  host,  I  betr; 
though  he  bean  both  of  his  names.  He  is 
From  the  colonies ;  born  id  Virginis." 

*'  He  is  a  ooble,  aod  a  noble-looking  fellow ! 
Were  1  the  baronet,  I  would  break  the  entail 
rather  than  the  acres  should  go  to  that  minister- 
looking  nephew,  and  bestow  them  on  the  name- 
lake.  From  Virginia,  and  not  even  a  relative 
It  all?" 

"  That  is  what  Mr.  Thomas  Wjchecombe 
wys;  and  even  Sir  Wycherly  con&rms  it.  I 
lave  never  heard  Mr.  Wyoberly  Wycbecombe 
ipeak  on  the  subject,  himself." 

"A  weakness  of  poor  human  nature  I  The 
ad  finds  an  honourable,  ancient,  and  affluent 
amily  here,  and  has  not  the  courage  to  declare 
lis  want  of  affinity  to  it ;  happening  to  bear 
he  same  name." 

Mildred  hesitated  about  replying ;  but  a 
[enerous  feeling  got  the  better  of  her  diffidence. 
'  I  have  never  seen  anything  in  the  conduct 
f  Mr.  Wycherly  Wychecombe  to  induce  me 
a  think  that  he  feels  any  such  weakness,"  she 
aid,   earnestly.     "He  seems   rather   to  take 
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pride  in,  than  to  feel  ashamed  of,  bis  being 
a  colonial;  and  you  know  we,  in  England, 
hardly  look  on  the  people  of  the  colonies  as 
our  equals.^ 

*^And  have  you,  young  lady,  any  of  that 
oTer weening  prejudice  in  favour  of  you  own 
island?^ 

*^  I  bope  not;  but  I  think  most  persons  have. 
Mr.  Wycherly  Wychecombe  admits  that  Vir- 
ginia is  inferior  to  England,  in  a  thousamd 
things ;  and  yet  he  seems  to  take  pride  in  his 
birth-place." 

'*  Every  sentiment  of  this  nature  is  to  be 
traced  to  self.  We  know  that  the  fact  is  ir- 
retrievable, and  struggle  to  be  proud  of  what 
we  cannot  help.  The  Turk  will  tell  you  he 
has  the  honour  to  be  a  native  of  Stamboul ; 
the  Parisian  will  boast  of  his  Faubourg ;  and 
the  cockney  exults  in  Wapping.  Personal 
cxmceit  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all ;  for  we  fancy 
that  places  to  which  we  belong  are  not  places 
to  be  ashamed  of.^ 

**And  yet  do  I  not  think  Mr.  Wycherly 
at  all  remarkable  for  conceit.  On  the  contrary, 
he  is  rather  diffident  and  unassuming.^ 
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This  was  >aid  simply,  but  so  riocerely  a» 
to  induce  the  listener  to  fasten  his  penetrating 
blue  eye  on  the  speaker,  who  now  first  took 
the  alarm,  and  felt  that  she  might  have  said 
too  much.  At  this  moment  the  two  young 
men  entered,  and  a  servant  appeared  to  request 
that  Admiral  Bluewater  would  do  Sir  Ger> 
vaise  Oakes  the  favour  to  join  him,  in  the 
dressing-room  of  the  latter. 

Tom  Wychecombe  reported  the  condtttoa  of 
the  dinner-table  to  be  such  as  to  render  tt 
desirable  for  all  but  three  and  four-bottle  men 
to  retire.  Hanoverian  toasts  and  aeotinients 
were  in  the  ascendant,  and  there  was  every 
appearance  that  those  who  remained  intended 
to  make  a  night  of  it  This  was  sad  intelli- 
gence for  Mrs.  Uutton,  who  had  come  forward 
eagerly  to  hear  the  report,  but  who  now  r^ 
turned  to  the  window,  apparently  hresolute 
as  to  the  course  she  ought  to  take.  As  both 
the  young  men  remained  near  Mildred  to  coo- 
verse,  she  bad  suflScient  opportunity  to  come 
to  her  decision,  without  interruption  or  hin- 
drance. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Somewhat  we  will  do. 
Andy  look,  when  I  am  king,  claim  thou  of  me 
The  earldom  of  Hereford,  and  all  the  moveables 
Whereof  the  king  my  brother  was  possessed. 

Riehard  IIL 

RsAR-ADinitAL  Bluewater  found  Sir  6er- 

▼aise  Oakes  pacing  a  large  dressing-room,  quar* 

ter^ecked  fashion,  with  as  much  zeal   as  if 

]ust  released  from  a  long  sitting,  on  official 

duty,  in  his  own  cabin.     As  the  two  officers 

were  perfectly  familiar  with  each  other^s  personal 

habits,  neither  deviated    from  his  particular 

mode    of  indulging    his    ease;   but  the    last 

comer  quietly  took  his  seat  in  a  large  chair, 

disposing  of  his  person  in  a  way  to  show  he 

intended   to    consult    his    comfort,    let  what 

would  happen. 

"  Bluewater,**    commenced    Sir    Oervaise, 
**  this  is  a  very  foolish  affair  of  the  Pretender's 


188  THE   TWO   ADUISALS. 

BOD,  and  can  only  lead  to  bis  destruction.     I 

look  upon  it  as  altogether  unfortunate." 

"  That,  as  it  may  terminate.  No  man  can 
tell  what  a  day,  or  an  hour,  may  bring  forth. 
I  am  sure  such  a  rising  was  one  of  the  last 
things  /  have  been  anticipating,  down  yonder 
in  the  Bay  of  Biscay." 

"  I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  we  bad  never 
left  it,"  muttered  Sir  Oervaise,  so  low  that 
bis  companion  did  not  bear  him.  Then  he 
added,  in  a  louder  tone,  "  Oar  duty,  bow- 
ever,  is  very  simple.  We  have  only  to  obey 
orders ;  and  it  seems  that  the  young  man  ba* 
no  naval  force  to  sustain  him.  We  shall  pro- 
bably be  sent  to  watch  Brest,  or  TOrient,  or 
■ome  other  port  Monsieur  must  be  kept  in, 
let  what  will  happen." 

"  I  rather  think  it  would  be  better  to  let 
liim  out,  our  chances  on  the  high  seas  being 
at  least  as  good  as  his  own.  I  am  no  friend 
to  blockades,  which  strike  me  as  an  un-English 
mode  of  carrying  on  a  war." 

"  You  are  right  enough,  Dick,  in  the  main," 
returned  Sir  Gervaiee,  laughing. 
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'*  Ay,  and  an  the  main,  Oakes.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  First  Lord  will  not  send  a  man  like 
you,  who  are  every  way  so  capable  of  giving 
an  afxx>uDt  of  your  enemy  with  plenty  of  sea- 
room,  on  duty  so  scurvy  as  a  blockade." 

^  A  man  like  mtl  Why  a  man  like  me^  in 
particular  ?  I  trust  I  am  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  Admiral  Bluewater's  company,  advice,  and 
assistance  T 

**  An  inferior  never  can  know.  Sir  Gervaise, 
where  it  may  suit  the  pleasure  of  his  superiors 
to  order  him." 

*'  That  distinction  of  superior  and  inferior, 
Bluewater,  will  one  day  lead  you  into  a  con- 
founded scrape,  I  fear.  If  you  consider 
Charles  Stuart  your  sovereign,  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  orders  issued  by  a  servant  of  King 
George  will  be  much  respected.  I  hope  you 
will  do  nothing  hastily,  or  without  consulting 
your  oldest  and  truest  friend  P 

**  You  know  my  sentiments ;  and  there  is 
little  use  in  dwelling  on  them  now.  So  long 
as  the  quarrel  was  between  my  own  country 
snd  a  foreign  land  I  have  been  content  to 
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serve}  but  when  my  lawful  prinoet  or  his  son 
and  heir,  comes  in  this  gallant  and  chivalrous 
manner,  throwing  himself,  as  it  might  be,  into 
the  very  arms  of  his  subjects,  confiding  all 
to  their  loyalty  and  spirit,  it  makes  such  an 
appeal  to  every  nobler  feeling,  that  the  heart 
finds  it  difficult  to  repulse.  I  could  have  joia* 
ed  Norris,  with  right  good  will,  in  dispersing 
and  destroying  the  armament  that  Louis  XV. 
was  sending  against  us,  in  this  very  cause ; 
but  here  everything  is  English^  and  English- 
men have  the  quarrel  entirely  to  themselves. 
I  do  not  see  how,  as  a  loyal  subject  of  my 
hereditary  prince,  I  can  well  refrain  from  join- 
ing his  standard." 

^'  And  would  you^  Dick  Bluewater,  who,  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  were  sent  on  board  ship 
at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  who,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  have  been  a  man^of-warVmiuit 
body  and  soul ;  would  you  now  strip  your  old 
hulk  of  the  sea-blue  that  has  so  long  covered 
and  become  it,  rig  yourself  out  like  a  soldier, 

with  a  feather  in  your  hat,  —  ay,  d e,  and 

a  camp-kettle  on  your  arm,  and  follow  a  drum- 


mer,  like  one  cf 

watei^s  Cdlows  of  the  ymmAi  1 — iv  i£ 

your  lawfiil 

enough  to  m 

the  tail  of  his  coat,  to  keep 

to  tatters  by  the 

^  follow  the  adki 

such  character, 

t^  a  feamao  to  tefl 

fram  Perth.* 

'«  WbenljoHi 

''  And  what  could 
a  pared  of 
bills  uoder  hare  poles 
DianceaTre  ifgiiwrnis 
ioany  other 

—ooi  stay  whoeyoo  are, 
hiend  with  knowledge  that  k 
1  should  be  afiraid  to  do  a 
unless  I  fdt  die  certainty  cf 
my  van,  to  strike  die  first  blow;  ar 
rear,  to  brii^  me  off  haadsoacly." 

^  You  would  be  afirssd  cf 
Oakes,  wbel 
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off  in  Scotland.    .  Fear  is  not  your  failing, 
though  temerity  may  be." 

^*Then  I  want  your  presence  to  keep  me 
within  the  bounds  of  reason,"  said  Sir  Gervaise^ 
stopping  short  in  his  walk,  and  looking  his 
friend  smilingly  in  the  face.  '*  In  some  mode, 
or  other,  I  always  need  your  aid.** 

^  I  understand  the  meaning  of  your  words. 
Sir  Oervaise,  and  appreciate  the  feeling  that 
dictates  them.  You  must  have  a  perfect  con* 
viction  that  I  will  do  nothing  hastily,  and  that 
I  will  betray  no  trust.  When  I  turn  my  back 
on  King  George,  it  will  be  loyally,  in  one 
sense,  whatever  he  may  think  of  it  in  another  ; 
and  when  I  join  Prince  Charles  Edward,  it 
will  be  with  a  conscience  that  he  need  not  be 
ashamed  to  probe.  What  names  he  bears  I 
They  are  the  designations  of  ancient  English 
sovereigns,  and  ought  of  themselves  to  awaken 
the  sensibilities  of  Englishmen." 

^*  Ay,  Charles  in  particular,^  returned  the 
vice-admiral,  with  something  like  a  sneer. 
"There's  the  second  Charles,  for  instance — 
St.  Charles,  as  our  good  host,  Sir  Wycherly, 


might  caD  Urn — he 

EDgBAmm 

of  the  school  of  tke 

''Both  v< 
qoeror,  and  of  the  ScsaK  iniB»     bc  i*rL 
united  the  < 
sacred    pamm%,      I 
Charles  IL 
duct  of  his 
was  driTen  dbraad 
of  sodeCj,  nd  vh  poveiec  r^ 
MSB.     As  to  the  £ithu>  se  «» 
Charks,  and  a  ■■ijiid  9mac  im 
for  true  id^^oo,  as  ««C  as  iir  uir  «^  ^jpz.^ 
Then  the  Edvards— s^naw  ieJoi^* 
member  that  ther  we  aZ 
nets;  a  naae,  of  haelC  !• 
man's  fire!" 

''And  yet  the  oalj 
right  of  these  Terr  Hamti^gemeeA  ii 
tnd  that  of  the  rdnine  priaee.  : 
produced  a  leiulution  br  the  scn^  loftL  joic 
the  other  was  prodoeed  br  a  irr-Xu-ssa. 

came  from  the  nation.     I  do  wx.  ijjam 

TOU   L  i. 
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your  PlantageneU  ever  did  anything  for  » 
navy ;  the  only  real  source  of  EoglaDdV  power 
and  glory.  D  c,  Dick,  if  I  think  ao  maA 
of  your  Plantagenets,  after  all ! " 

"  And  yet  the  name  of  Oakei  is  to  be  met 
with  among  their  bravest  knights,  and  most 
faithful  followers." 

"  The  Oakes,  like  the  pines,  have  been  tim- 
bers in  every  ship  that  has  floated,"  returned 
the  vice-admiral,  half-unconscious  himself  of 
the  pun  he  was  making. 

For  more  than  a  minute  Sir  Gerraise  con- 
tinued bis  walk,  his  head  a  litUe  inclined  for- 
ward, like  a  man  who  pondered  deeply  oo 
some  matter  of  interest.  Then  suddenly  stop- 
ping, he  turned  towards  his  friend,  whom  be 
regarded  for  near  another  minute  ere  he  re- 
sumed the  discourse. 

"  I  wish  I  could  fiiiiiy  get  you  to  exercise 
your  excellent  reason  on  this  matter,  Dick," 
he  said,  after  the  pause ;  "  then  I  should  be 
certain  of  having  secured  you  on  the  aide  of 
liberty." 

Admiral  Bluewater  merely  shook  his  head, 
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but  he  contioued  silent)  as  if  he  deemed  dis- 
eussion  altogether  supererogatory.  During  this 
pause,  a  gentle  tap  at  the  door  announced  a 
▼isitor;  and,  at  the  request  to  enter,  Atwood 
made  bis  appearance.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  large  package,  which  bore  on  the  envelope 
the  usual  stamp  that  indicated  it  was  sent  on 
public  service. 

''  I  beg  pardon.  Sir  Gervaise,^  commenced 
the  secretary,  who  always  proceeded  at  once 
to  business,  when  business  was  to  be  done; 
**but  his  majesty's  service  will  not  admit  of 
dday.  This  packet  has  just  come  to  hand, 
by  the  arrival  of  an  express,  which  left  the 
Admiralty  only  yesterday  noon."^ 

**  And  how  the  devil  did  he  know  where 
to  find  me  ?"  exclaimed  the  vice-admiral,  hold- 
ing out  a  hand  to  receive  the  communication. 

**  It  is  all  owing  to  this  young  lieutenants 
forethought  in  following  up  the  Jacobite  intel- 
ligence to  a  market-town.  The  courier  was 
hound  to  Falmouth,  as  fast  as  post-horses 
could  carry  him,  when  he  heard,  luckily,  that 
the  fleet  lay  at   anchor,  under  Wychecombe 
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Head ;  and,  quite  as  luckily,  he  is  an  officer 
who  had  the  inteUigence  to  know  that  jou 
would  sooner  get  the  despatches  if  he  turned 
aside^  and  came  hither  by  land,  than  if  he 
went  on  to  Falmouth,  got  aboard  the  sloop 
that  was  to  sail  with  him,  for  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  and  came  round  here  by  water.^ 

Sir  Gervaise  smiled  at  this  sally,  which  wjs 
one  in  keeping  with  all  Atwood's  feelings ;  for 
the   secretary  had   matured  a   system    of  ex* 
presses,  which,  to  bis  great  mortification,  his 
patron  laughed  at,  and  the  Admiralty  entirely 
overlooked.    No  time  was  lost,  however,  in  the 
way  of  business ;  the  secretary  having  placed 
the  candles  on  a  table,  where  Sir  Oervaise  took 
a  chair,  and  had  already  broken  a  seal.     Tbe 
process  of  reading,  nevertheless,  was  suddenly 
interrupted  by  the  vice-admiral's  looking  up» 
and  exclaiming — 

<<Why,  you  are  not  about  to  leave  us, 
Bluewater  P"" 

**  You  may  have  private  business  with  Mr. 
Atwood,  Sir  Gervaise,  and  perhaps  I  had  bet- 
ter retire." 
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Now  it  SO  happened,  that  while   Sir  Ger- 
vaiae  Oakes  had  never,  by  look  or  syllable, 
as  he  confidently  believed,  betrayed  the  secret 
of  his  friend's  Jacobite   propensities,  Atwood 
was  perfectly  aware  of  their  existence.     Nor 
had  the  latter  obtained  bis  knowledge  by  any 
unworthy  means.      He  had   been   neither  an 
eavesdropper  nor  an  inquirer  into  private  com- 
munications, as  so  often  happens  around  the 
persons  of  men  in  high  trusts;  all  his  know- 
ledge  having  been    obtained    through   native 
sagacity  and   unavoidable   opportunities.     On 
the  present  occasion  the  secretary,  with   the 
tact  of  a  man  of  experience,  felt  that  his  pre- 
sence might  be  dispensed   with ;  and  he  cut 
short  the  discussion  between  the  two  admirals 
by  a  very  timely  remark  of  his  own. 

**  I  have  left  the  letters  uncopied,  Sir  Oer- 
vaise,"  he  said,  **  and  will  go  and  finish  them. 
A  message  by  Locker — **  this  was  Sir  Oer- 
vaise^s  body-servant  —  ^  will  bring  me  back  at 
a  moment^s  notice,  should  you  need  me  again 
to-night.* 
'^  That  Atwood  has  a  surprising  instinct  for 
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"  It  has  come  foo  late,  then,"  coldlj  re- 
turned the  other,  lading  the  riband,  jewels, 
and  letters  quietly  on  the  table.  "Tbio  is 
an  honour  I  can  receive,  now,  only  from  my 
rightful  prince.  None  other  can  legally  create 
a  Knight  of  the  Bath." 

*'  And  pray,  Mr.  Richard  Bluewater,  who 
made  you  a  captain,  a  commander,  a  rear- 
admiral  ?  Do  you  believe  me  an  impostor 
because  I  wear  this  riband  on  authority  no 
better  than  that  of  the  House  of  Hanover.^ 
Am  I,  or  am  I  not,  in  your  judgment,  a  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red.** 

"  I  make  a  great  distinction,  Oakes,  between 
rank  in  the  navy  and  a  mere  personal  dignity. 
In  the  one  case  you  serve  your  country,  and 
give  quite  as  much  as  you  receive ;  whereas, 
in  the  other,  it  is  a  grace  to  confer  coniider- 
ation  on  the  person  honoured,  without  aucb 
an  equivalent  as  can  find  an  apology  for  ac- 
cepting a  rank  illegally  conferred." 

"  The  devil  take  your  distinctions,  which 
would  unsettle  everything,  and  render  ibe 
service  a  Babel.     If  I  am  a  vice-admiral  of 
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the  red,  I  am  a  Knight  of  the  Bath ;  and, 
if  you  are  a  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  you 
are  also  a  knight  of  that  honourable  order 
too.  All  comes  from  the  same  source  of  au- 
thority and  the  same  fountain  of  honour." 

**  I  do  not  view  it  thus.  Our  commissions 
are  from  the  Admiralty,  which  represents  the 
country ;  but  dignities  come  from  the  prince 
who  happens  to  reign,  let  his  title  be  what 
it  may." 

**Do  you  happen  to  think  Richard  III.  a 
usurper  or  a  lawful  prince  ?" 

^  A  usurper,  out  of  all  question,  and  a  mur- 
derer to  boot.  His  name  should  be  struck 
from  the  list  of  English  kings ;  I  never  hear 
it  without  execrating  him  and  his  deeds."" 

''Pooh,  pooh,  Dick,  this  is  talking  more 
like  a  poet  than  a  seaman.  If  only  one  half 
the  sovereigns  who  deserve  to  be  execrated 
had  their  names  erased,  the  list  of  even  our 
English  kings  would  be  rather  short,  and 
some  countries  would  be  without  historical 
kings  at  all.  However  much  Richard  III. 
may  deserve  cashiering  in  this  summary  man- 

k5 
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the  iatended  movemeDt.  His  orders  were  to 
bring  the  fleet  north,  aod,  in  substance)  to 
do  the  very  thing  his  own  sagacity  had  dic- 
tated. So  far  everything  was  well;  and-  be 
could  not  entertain  a  doubt  about  receinng 
the  hearty  approbation  of  his  Buperiws  for 
the  course  he  hod  taken.  But  here  his  grati- 
fication ended  ;  for,  on  looking  at  the  dates 
of  the  different  communications,  it  was  evident 
that  the  red  riband  was  bestowed  after  the 
intelligence  of  the  Pretender's  movement  h«d 
reached  London.  A  private  letter  from  a 
friend  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  too,  spoke 
of  his  own  probable  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  admiral  of  the  blue ;  and  mentioned  several 
other  umilar  preferments  in  a  way  to  show 
that  the  government  was  fortifying  itself,  in 
the  present  crisis,  as  much  as  possible  by 
favours.  This  was  a  politic  mode  of  pro* 
cedure  with  ordinary  men,  it  is  true;  but, 
with  officers  of  the  elevation  of  mind,  and 
of  the  independence  of  character  of  our  two 
admirals,  it  was  most  likely  to  produce  disgust. 
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''  D— n  'em,  Dick^"  cried  Sir  Genraiie,  as  be 
threw  down  the  last  letter  of  the  package^ 
with  no  little  sign  of  feeling;  **joa  might 
tike  St  Paul,  or  even  Wycheoombe^t  dead 
brocher,  St.  James  the  les%  and  put  him  at 
court,  and  he  would  come  out  a  thotongh 
Uickguard  in  a  week." 

'*  That  is  not  the  common  opinion  oonoem- 
ing  a  court  education,"  quietly  replied  the 
friend ;  "  most  people  fiuicjring  that  the  jdaoe 
ffwa  refinement  of  manners,  if  not  of  sen- 
dment** 

**  Pooh,  pooh — ^you  and  I  have  no  need  of  a 
dictiooary  to  understand  each  other.  I  call 
a  man  who  never  trusts  to  a  generous  motive — 
who  thinks  it  always  necessary  to  bribe  or 
cajole  —  who  has  no  idea  of  anything  being 
done  without  its  direct  quid  pro  quo^  a 
Kurvy  blackguard,  though  he  has  the  airs 
•nd  .graces  of  PhiL  Stanhope,  or  Chesterfield, 
M  he  is  now.  What  do  you  think  them  chaps 
at  the  board  talk  of  doing,  by  way  of  clinch- 
ing my  loyalty,  at  this  blessed  juncture  ?  " 

"^  No  doubt  to  get  you  raised  to  the  peerage* 


£06  THE   TWO   ADMIRALS. 

I  tee  nettling  bo  much  out  of  the  way  in  the 
thing.  You  are  of  one  of  the  oldest  familie* 
of  England,  are  the  Eixth  haronet  by  ialMtH- 
ance,  and  have  a  noble  landed  estate,  which 
is  none  the  worse  for  prize-money.  Sir  Oer- 
raise  Oakes  of  Bowldero,  would  make  a  very 
suitable  Lord  Bowldero." 

"  If  it  were  only  that,  I  shouldn't  mind  U; 
for  nothing  is  easier  than  to  refuse  a  peerage. 
I  've  done  that  twice  already,  and  can  do  it 
a  third  time,  at  need.  But  one  can't  very 
well  refuse  promotion  in  his  r^ular  profes- 
sion; and,  here,  just  as  a  true  gentleman  would 
d^nd  on  the  principles  of  an  officer,  the 
hackneyed  consciencies  of  your  courtiers  have 
suggested  the  expediency  of  making  Gervaiie 
Oakes  an  admiral  of  the  blue,  by  way  of  sop  '.— 
me,  who  was  made  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 
only  six  miHiths  since,  and  who  take  an  honest 
pride  in  boasting  that  every  commission,  fiom 
the  lowest  to  the  highest^  has  been  fairly  earned 
in  battle  t " 

"  They  think  it  a  more  delicate  service, 
perhaps,  for  a  gentleman  to  be  true  to  the  rrigo- 
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Mate,  when  bo  loud  an  appeal  is  made  to 
katural  loyalty ;  and  therefore  class  the  self- 
uest  with  a  victory  at  sea  I" 
The;  are  so  many  court-lubben ;  and  I 
Id  like  to  have  aa  opportunity  of  speaking 
■ind  to  them.  I  'II  not  lake  the  new  com- 
00 ;  for  every  one  must  see*  Dick)  that 
a  sop." 

\y,  that 's  just  my  notion,  too,  about  the 
ibond ;  and  I  '11  not  take  that.  You  have 
the  riband  these  tm  years,  have  declined 
leerage  twice ;  and  their  only  chance  is  the 
lotion.  Take  it  you  ought,  and  must, 
■rer,  as  it  will  be  the  means  of  pushing  on 
:  four  or  five  poor  devils,  who  have  been 
red  up  to  honours,  in  this  muiner,  ever 
!  they  were  captains.  I  am  glad  they  dc 
talk  of  promoting  toe,  for  I  should  hardly 
7  how  to  refuse  such  a  grace.  Tbwe  U 
t  virtue  in  parchment,   with  all  us  mili- 

Still  it  must  be  parchment  fairly  won 
ink  you  are  wrong,  notwithstanding,  Blue 
•T,  in  talking  of  refusing  the  riband,  whici 
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is  so  justly  your  due,  for  a  dozen  different 
acta.  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  serrice,  wbo 
has  been  less  rewarded  for  what  he  has  done, 
than  yourself. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  give  this  as  your 
opinion;  for,  just  at  this  mommt  I  would 
rather  think  that  I  have  no  cause  of  complaiat, 
in  this  way,  against  the  reigning  family,  or  its 
ministers.  I  'm  sure  I  was  posted  when  quite 
a  young  man,  and  nnce  that  time  no  one  has 
been  lifted  over  my  bead." 

The  vice-admiral  looked  intently  at  his 
friend ;  for  never  before  had  he  detected  a 
feeling  which  betrayed,  as  he  fancied,  so  Kt- 
tled  a  determination  in  him  to  quit  the  service 
of  the  powers  that  were.  Acquainted  front 
boyhood  with  all  tbe  workings  of  the  otfaer'f 
mind,  be  perceived  that  the  rear-admiral  had 
been  endeavouring  to  persuade  himself  that  no 
sdfish  or  unworthy  motive  could  be  assigned 
to  an  act  which  he  felt  to  proceed  from  dis- 
interested chivalry,  just  as  he  himself  broke 
out  with  his  expression  of  an  opinion  that  do 
officer  had  been  less  liberally  rewarded  for  bis 
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Mooal  services  thaa  bis  frieod.  While 
is  no  greater  mystery  to  a  selfish  ma- 
than  a  man  of  dtsinterested  temper- 
:,  they  who  feel  and  submit  to  generous 
Ks  understand  each  other  with  an  in- 
ive  facility.  When  any  particular  in- 
lal  is  prone  (o  believe  that  there  is  a 
minance  of  good  over  evil  in  the  world 
habits,  it  is  a  sign  of  inexperience  or  of 
ility ;  but  when  one  acts  and  reasons  as 
honour  and  virtue  are  extinct,  he  fur> 
1  the  best  possible  argument  against  his 
tendencies  and  character.  It  has  often 
remarked,  that  stronger  friendships  are 
between  those  who  have  different  per- 
peculiarities,  than  between  those  whose 
less  of  feeling  and  impulses  would  be  less 
to  keep  interest  alive;  but,  in  all  cases 
imacies,  there  must  be  great  identity  of 
plea,  and  even  of  tastes  in  matters  at  all 
cted  with  motives,  in  order  to  ensure 
:t  among  those  whose  standard  of  opinion 
;faer  than  common,  or  sympathy  among 
with  whom  it  is  lower.     Such  was  the 
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fict  as  respected  Admiral  Oakes  and   Blue- 
water.    No   two  men  could  be  less  alike  in 
temperamentt  or  character,  physically,  and,  id 
some  senses,  morally  considered ;  but,  wfaen  it 
came  to  principles,  or  all  those  tastes  or  feel- 
ings that  are  allied  to  principles,  there  was  s 
strong    nadve,    as   well  as   acquired   lUBnity. 
This   union    of  sentiment    was    increased  bjr 
common   habits,   and   professional  careers,  k> 
'  long  and  so   closely  united,  as  to  be  almoal 
identical.     Nothing   was  easier,  consequeotly, 
than  for  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  to  comprehend 
the  workings  of  Admiral  Bluewater^s  mind,  ai 
the  lattn-  endeavoured  to  believe  he  bad  been 
fairly  treated  by  the  existing  goTemment.    Of 
course,   the   reasoning   which   passed  through 
the  thoughts  of  Sir  Gerraise  on  this  oocasjoD 
required  much  less  time  than  we  have  takn 
to  explain  its   nature ;    and,   after    regarding 
his  friend   intently,  as   already  related,  tot  s 
few  seconds,  he  answered  as  ftdlows,  t  good 
deal   influenced,  unwittingly  to  himself,  wiib 
the  wish   to  check  the  other's  Jacobite  pro- 
pensities. 
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I  am  sorry  not  to  be  aUe  to  agree  w 
I  Dick,"  be  said  with  Mine  warmth.  " 
froni  thinking  you  veil  treated  by  ■ 
stry  these  twenty  years,  I  think  you  hi 

very  til  treated.  Your  rank  you  hi 
nd  a  question,  for  of  that  no  brave  offii 
well  be  deprived  in  a  regulated  8ervi< 
have  you  hod  the  commands  to  which  y 
entitled  P  I  was  a  commander-inHifa 
I  only  a  rear-admiral  of  the  blue;    a 

how  long  did  I  wear  a  broad  penni 
'e  I  got  a  flag  at  all  P  " 
Vou  forget  how  much  I  have  been  wi 
When  two  serve  together,  one  mi 
Qand  and  the  other  must  obey, 
from  complaining  of  these  Hanoveri 
ds,    and    First   Ix>rds,    it    seems  to  1 

they  have  always  kept  in  view  t 
wness  of  their  claims  to  the  throne,  a 

felt  a  desire  to  purchase  honest  men 

favours." 

You  are  the  strangest  fellow,  Dick  Bli 
r,  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  fall  in  wi 
1  me,  if  I  believe  you  know  always  w> 
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great  hann,  if  I  did  P  A  man  as  knowi  ibe 
use  of  aD  oar,  may  be  trusted  with  oae,  even  in 
a  church  or  an  abbe;.  When  your  boncKur 
comes  to  hear  what  the  dishes  was,  as  Sir  Wy- 
cherly's  cook  had  never  beard  on,  you  11  think 
it  as  great  a  curiosity  as  I  do  myself.  If  I  had 
just  leave  to  name  '«n  over,  I  think  as  both 
you  gentlemen  would  look  at  it  as  remark- 
able." 

"  What  are  they,  Gall^go  ?  "  inquired  Blue- 
water,  putting  one  of  his  long  legs  over  an  arm 
of  the  adjoining  chair,  in  order  to  indulge  him- 
self in  a  yam  with  his  friend's  steward  with 
greater  freedom ;  for  be  greatly  delighted  in 
Galleygo's  peculiarities*  sedng  just  enough  of 
the  fellow  to  find,  amuaement,  without  annoy- 
ance in  them.  "  I  '11  answer  for  Sir  Gervaise, 
who  is  always  a  little  diffident  about  boasting 
of  the  supCTiority  of  a  ship  over  a  house." 

"  Yes,  your  honour,  that  he  is — that  is  just 
one  of  Sir  Jarvy's  weak  pints,  as  «  body  might 
say.  Now,  I  never  goes  ashore  without  trial' 
ming  sharp  up,  and  luffing  athwart  every  per- 
son's hawse  I  fall  in  with ;  which  is  aa  much  u 
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to  tdl  'em  I  bekmgs  to  a  flagship,  and  a 
ud  a  craft  as  hasn't  her  equal  on  salt  water; 
no  disparagement  to  the  fait  of  banting  at  the 
mizsoi'top-gallant-mast-head  of  the  Caesar,  or 
to  the  ship  that  carries  it.  I  hopes,  as  we  are 
80  well  acquainted,  Admind  Bloewatcr,  no 
offence  will  be  taken.* 

"  Where  none  is  meant  none  ought  to  be 
taken,  my  friend.  Now  let  us  hear  your  bill  of 
fare." 

^  Well,  sir,  the  Tery  first  dish  I  mentioned 
to  Mrs.  Larder,  Sir  Wycherly^s  cook,  was  lobs> 
cons;  and,  would  you  believe  it,  gentlemen, 
the  poor  woman  had  never  heard  of  it !  I 
b^;an  with  a  light  hand,  as  it  might  be^  just 
not  to  overwhdm  her  with  knowledge  at  a  blow, 
9B  Sir  Jarvy  captivated  the  French  frigate  with 
the  upper  tier  of  guns,  that  he  might  take  her 
aKve,  Hke." 

**'  And  the  lady  knew  nothing  of  a  lobscous ; 
neither  ol  its  essence  nor  nature  ?" 

"There's  no  essences  as  is  ever  put  in  a 
kbseous,  besides  potaties,  Admiral  Bluewater ; 
thof  we  make  ^em  in  the  old  Planter^— nau/ice 
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for  Planragenet — "id  bo  liquorish  a  i 
you  might  well  think  they  even  had  Jam 
'em.  No,  potatiee  is  the  essence  of  lot 
and  a  very  good  thing  is  a  potatie.  Sir 
when  a  ship's  company  has  been  on 
oakum  for  a  few  months." 

"Well,  what  was  the  next  dish  tb 
woman  broke  down  under  P "  asked  tbi 
admiral,  fearful  the  master  might  ordi 
servant  to  quit  the  room ;  while  he  htmst 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  any  further  politici 
cussion. 

"  WeU,  sir,  she  knowed  no  more  of  a 
der,  than  if  the  sea  wern't  in  the  neigl 
hood,  and  there  wern't  such  a  thing  as 
in  all  England.  When  I  talked  to  he 
chowder,  she  gave  io,  like  a  Spaniard 
fourth  or  fifth  broadside." 

*'  Such  ignorance  is  disgraceful,  and  be' 
a  decline  in  civilization  !  But  you  hoist 
more  knowledge  for  her  benefit,  Oalle 
small  doses  of  learning  are  poor  things.^ 
"  Yes,  your  honour ;  just  like  weak 
burning  the  priming  without  starting  the 


TUB  TWO  ADMIRALS. 

lire  I  did.  Admiral  Blue.  I  just  nai 
urgoo,  and  then  I  mentioned  duff  (. 
iigh)  to  her,  but  she  denied  that  th 

such  things  in  the  cookery-book. 
<w.  Sir  Jarvy,  as  these  here  shore  c 
r  dinners  as  our  master  gets  the  si 

of  a  book,  as  it  might  be.  Av 
too,  gentlemen,  about  the  Pretend 
id  I  s'pose  we  shall  have  to  take 
1  into  Scotland,  as  I  fancy  them 
rill  not  make  much  of  a  hand  in  sett) 

id  have  you  honoured  us  with  a  i 
give  us  an  essay  on  dishes,  and  to  tel 
ou  intend  to  do  with  the  fleet?" 
1  Sir  Genraise,  a  little  more  sternly  I 
accustomed  to  speak  to  the  steward. 
<rd  bless  you,  Sir  Jarvy,  I  didn't  dr 
ar  t'other !  As  for  telling  you,  or 
Blue,  (so  the  seamen  used  to  c^l 
in  rank,)  here,  anything  about  lobsc 
vder,  why  it  would  be  carrying  coal 
stle.  I've  fed  ye  both  with  all  i 
(  when  ye  was  nothing  but  young  , 
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nen;  and  when  you  was  no  longer  young 
itlemen,  too,  but  a  couple  of  aprighUy  luffs 
nineteen.      And  as  for  moving  the  fleet,  I 
}w,  well  enough,  that   will   never   happen, 
hout  our  talking  it  over  in  the  old  Flanter*! 
>in ;  which  is  a  much  more  nat'ral  place  fw 
:h  a  discourse  than  any  house  in  Engluid." 
*  May  I  take  the  liherty  of  inquiring,  then, 
at  did  bring  you  here  ?" 
i'That  you   may,  with   all  my   heart.  Sir 
■vy,  for  I  likes  to  answer  your  question!. 
f  errand  is  not  to  your  honour  this  time, 
(Ugh   you  are   my  master.     It  'a  no  great 
tier,  after  all,  being  just  to  hand  this  bit 
a  letter  over  to  Admiral  Blue." 
'*  And  where  did  this  letter  come  from  P  and 
Ev  did  it  happen  to  fall  into  your  hands?' 
Handed   Bluewater,  looking  at   the  super* 
iptioD,   the  writing  of  which   he  appeared 
recognise. 

"  It  hails  from  Lun'nun,  I  hear ;  and  thtj 
1  me  it 's  to  be  a  great  secret  that  you  Ve 
t  it  at  all.  The  history  of  the  matler  ii 
It   this.     An   officer  got  in    to>nighl,  with 
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ra  for  us,  carrying  sail   as  hard   as  his 

would  bear.  It  seems  be  fell  in  wilh 
:er  Atwood,  as  he  made  his  laudfall,  and, 
f  acquainted  with  that  gentleman,  he  just 
ped  out  his  orders,  and  sent  'em  off  to 
right  man.  Then  he  laid  his  course  for 
laoding,  wishing  to  get  aboard  of  the 
lin,  to  which  he  is  ordered,  but  falling 
itb  our  barge,  as  I  landed,  he  wanted 
low  the  whereaway  of  Admiral  Blue,  here ; 
ving  him  to  be  afloat.     Some  'un  telling 

as  I  was  a  friend  and  servant  of  both 
irals,  as  it  might  be,  he   turned  himself 

to  me  for  advice.    So  I  promised  to  de- 
the   letter,  as  I  had  a  thousand  afore, 

knowed  the  way  of  doing  such  things; 

he  gives  me  the  letter,  under  special 
rs,  like;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  to  be 
led  to  the  rear-admiral  as  it  might  be 
tr  the  lee  of  the  mizzen-stay-sai),  or  in 
ivale  fashion.  Well,  gentlemen,  you  both 
vs  I  understand  that,  too,  and  so  I  under- 
,  the  job." 
And  I  have  got  to  be  so  insignificant  a 
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person  that  I  pass  for  no  one,  in  your  discri- 
minating mind,  Master  Oalleygo  !^  exclaimed 
the  vice-admiral,  sharply.  ^*  I  have  suspected 
as  much  these  five-and-twenty  years.*^ 

^Lord  bless  you,  Sir  Jarvy,  how  flag-ofB- 
cers  will  make  mistakes  sometimes !  They  ^re 
mortal,  I  says  to  the  people  of  the  galley, 
and  have  their  appetites  false,  just  like  the 
young  gentlemen,  when  they  get  athwart-hawse 
of  a  body,  I  says.  Now,  I  count  Admiral 
Blue  and  yourself  pretty  much  as  one  man, 
seeing  that  you  keep  few,  or  no  secrets  from 
each  other.  I  know*d  ye  both  as  young  gentle* 
men,  and  then  you  loved  one  another  like 
twins;  and  then  I  knowM  ye  as  luffs,  when 
ye  'd  walk  the  deck  the  whole  watch,  spinning 
yarns;  and  then  I  knowM  ye  as  Pillardees 
and  Arrestee,  though  one  pillow  might  have 
answered  for  both ;  and  as  for  Arrest,  I  never 
know'd  either  of  ye  to  get  into  that  scrape. 
As  for  telling  a  secret  to  one,  I  've  always 
looked  upon  it  as  pretty  much  telling  it  to 
t'  other.'' 

The  two  admirals  exchanged  glances;  and 
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the  look  of  kindness  that  each  met  in  the  eyes 
of  his  friend  remored  every  shadow  that  had 
been  cast  athwart  their  fedings  by  the  pre- 
vious discourse. 

'« That  wiD  do,  GaUeygo,"  returned  Sir  Ger- 
▼aise,  mildly.  **  You  're  a  good  fellow  in  the 
Dudn,  though  a  villanously  rough  one.** 

*<  A  little  of  old  Boieus,  Sir  Jarvy,''  inter- 
nipted  the  steward,  with  a  grim  smile ;  **  but 
it  blows  harder  at  sea  than  it  does  ashore. 
These  chaps  on  land  aren't  battened  down  and 
caulked  for  such  weather  as  we  sons  of  Nep- 
tun'  is  obligated  to  face."*" 

**  Quite  true,  and  so  good  night !  Admiral 
Bluewater  and  myself  wish  to  confer  together 
for  half  an  hour.  All  that  it  is  proper  for  you 
to  know  shall  be  communicated  another  time." 

^Good  night !  and  God  bless  your  honour. 
Good  night !  Admiral  Blue.  We  three  is  the 
men  as  can  keep  any  secret  as  ever  floated, 
let  it  draw  as  much  water  as  it  pleases."" 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  stopped  in  his  walk, 
and  gazed  at  his  friend  with  manifest  interest, 
as  he  perceived  that  Admiral  Bluewater  was 
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nning  over   his  letter  for   the  third  time. 

•ing  now  without  a  witness,  he  did  not  hesi- 

:e  to  express  his  apprehensions. 

"  'Tis  as  I  feared,  Dick  1"  he  cried.    "  That 

:ter  is  from  some  prominent  partisan  of  Ed- 

ird  Stuart  ?" 

The  rear-admiral   turned  his  eyes  on   the 

M  of  bis  friend,  with  an  expresdoa  that  was 

fficult   to  read,  and  then   he  ran  over  the 

Dtents  of  the  epistle,  for  the  fourth  time. 

"  A  set  of  precious  rascals  they  are,  Oer- 

ise !"  at  length  the  rear-admiral  exclaimed. 

[f  the  whole  court  was  culled,  I  question 

enough  bonesty  could  be  found  to  leaTen 

le  puritan  scoundreL     Tell  me  if  you  know 

is  band,  Oakes  ?     I  question  if  you  ever  saw 

before." 

The  superscription  of  the  letter  was  held  out 

Sir  Gervaise,  who,  after  a  close  examination, 

dared  himself  unacquainted  with  the  writing- 

"  I  thought  as  much,"  resumed  Bluewater, 

refuUy  tearing  the  signature  from  the  botmn 

'  the  page,  and  burning  it  in  a  candle  t  "  let 

lis  disgraceful  part  of  the  secret  di^  at  least. 

he  fellow  who  wrote  this  has  put  *  confiden- 
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tiaT  at  the  top  of  las  ■JHniar  mxwmri :  mc 

a  most  ooo6deDi  BmiiMliTei  be  s 

Howerer,  no  iiiai  has  a  n^bt  t&  tJ 

in  this  rude  manner,  btltan  a 

frieDd;  and  least  of  aU  will  I 

this  piece  of  tneaihei 

I  do  mare  than  the 

log  his  name;  ncrcrtfaclemy  I  stmil 

iBjaelf  the  pleasoie  of  tem£ag  rzn 

aaswer  as  be  deaerrca.      Read    tkaa,  O 

and  then  saj  if  ^fflh■^liag  waL'i  be  txj  suuc 

for  the  writer." 

Sir  Genraise  took  the  letter  in  akmet^  i:rii;£t 
not  without  great  mrpriae^aad  be^aa  *a  penriie 
it.  As  he  proceeded  tbe  eolonr  wmnnrn*^  u 
Ins  temples^  and  once  be  drofyed  Hi  sobu^ 
to  cast  a  look  of  wonder  and  isdE^nadsa  up- 
wards his  companion.  That  tbe  reader  just 
see  how  much  occasion  tbeie  was  fior  bcri  'Jm^: 
feelings,  we  shall  give  tbe  coanB-jskatic^s  eriF* 
tire.    It  was  couched  in  tbe  following  wiores : — 

^«  Dbab  AnmaiL  BLrawina, 
'*  Our  ancient   friendship,  and  I  am  pro..d 
to  add,  affinity  of  blood,  unite  in  indodi^  xii^ 
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to  write  a  line,  at  this  interefltiag  mMiieDt. 
Of  the  result  of  this  raah  experiment  of 
the  Pretender's  son,  no  prudent  man  can  a>> 
tertain  a  doubt.  Still,  tbe  bo;  may  give  us 
some  trouble  before  he  is  disposed  of  altoge- 
ther. We  look  to  all  our  friends,  therefore)  for 
their  most  efficient  exertions,  and  most  prudent 
co-operation.  On  you,  every  reliance  is  placed; 
and  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  every  Jtag* 
officer  i^at.  Some  distrust  —  unmerited,  I 
sincerely  hope  —  exists  in  a  very  high  quarter, 
touching  the  loyalty  of  a  certain  commander-ii>- 
chief,  who  is  so  completely  under  your  observa- 
tion that  it  is  felt  enough  is  done  in  hinting  the 
fact,  to  one  of  your  political  tendencies.  Tbe 
king  said,  this  morning,  'Veil,  dere  isht  Blue* 
vater ;  of  Him  we  are  shure  asht  of  ter  sun.' 
You  stand  excellently  well  there,  to  my  great 
delight ;  and  I  need  only  say,  be  watchful  and 
prompt. 

"  Yours,  with   the  most   sincere  faith  and 
attachment,  my  dear  Bluewater,  &c.  &c. 

"  Retu-AdniirBl  Bluewaler.** 

"  P.S. — I  have  just  heard   that    they  have 
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lu  the  red  riband.    The  king  himself 
this." 

n  SirOervaisehad  perused  this  precious 
to  himself,  he  read  it  slowly,  and  in  a 
clear  voice,  aloud.  When  be  had 
be  dropped  the  paper,  and  stood  gazing 
rrieod. 

le  would  think  the  fellow  some  exquisite 
,"  said  Bluewater  laughing.  "  /  am  to 
ilant,  and  see  Uiat  you  do  not  mutiny, 
:n  away  with  the  fleet  to  the  Highlands 
'  these  foggy  mornings  I  Carry  it  up 
ntlaod,  as  Oalleygo  has  it !  Now,  what 
r  opinion  of  that  letter  P" 
rhat  all  courtiers  are  knaves,  and  all 
8  ungrateful.  I  should  think  my  loyaltj 
'  good  cauM,  if  not  to  the  man,  the  last 
gland  to  be  suspected." 
lor  is  it  suspected  in  the  smallest  degree 
ife  (m  it,  neither  the  reigning  monarcl' 
lis  confidential  servants  are  such  arran 
a  as  to  be  guilty  of  so  much  weakness 
this  masterly  move  is  iatended  to  secur 
y  creating  a  confidence  that  they  thini 
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generou&>iniDded  man  would  betra;.  It  it 
look,  delicately  baited  to  catch  a  gudgeoo, 
1  not  ao  order  to  watch  a  whale.* 
'  Can  the  scoundrels  be  so  mean ;  nay,  dare 
y  be  so  bold !  They  must  have  known 
I  would  show  me  the  letter."    ■ 

*  Not  they.  They  have  reasoned  <»  toy 
irse  as  they  would  on  their  own.  Nothing 
ches  a  weak  man  sooner  than  a  pretended 
i6dence  of  this  nature ;  and  I  dare  say  this 
ckguard  rates  me  just  high  enough  to  fancy 
nay  be  duped  in  this  flimsy  manner.  Put 
IT  mind  at  rest;  King  George  knows  he 
y  confide  in  you,  while  I  think  it  pro- 
]le  /  am  distrusted." 

*  I  hope,  Dick,  you  do  not  suspect  mi/  dts- 
tion  t  My  own  secret  would  not  be  half  to 
Ted  with  me." 

"  I  know  that  full  well.  Of  you  I  entertain 
distrust,  either  in  heart  or  head ;  of  mytelf 
im  not  quite  so  certain.  When  we  Jeel  we 
not  always  reaton;  and  there  is  as  much 
ling  as  anything  else  in  this  matter." 
"  Not  a  line  is  there,  in  all  my  despatches, 
it  goes  to  betray  the  slightest  distrust  of  me, 


or  anj  ooe  else,  loo  jve  lya^'T  xc  x-ir  r 
is  in  a  manner  to  gntffr  jikl  skisst  ixai  ^ 
ahim.  Take  and  rend  oibk  ^ :  I  2inaiift=i 
to  show  them  to  too  as  aoen  as  vs  xdi£  r^r 
through  with  thai 


lat  zxrv^  lie  wzMiut 
packjgeof  letters  on  the  taSM£.ii^ici  niilTj^ruc 

**  It  win  be  tine  esaouih  wjtsa,  ^m.  smmxim 
me  r^olarlj  to  a  axxndl  cf  '•-ac,*'  r»*:iCTfc-t 
Roewater,  Injing  the  ierur%  P^stl-j  mu'jtt, 
*'  Pethaps  we  had  belter  ateep  ok  rtii*  sf&r . 
in  the  morning  we  shall  exes  wrir  ss^iasr  ii^at^'^^ 
and  just  as  warm  hearts.* 

''  Good  night,  Dick,*  mid  Scr  Gs^we.  ii  liH*- 
ing  oat  both  hands  tar  the  otber  to  uobLS:  at  za 
ptaaed  him,  in  quitting  tbe  itma. 

^Good  nighty  Genraise;  let  uis  vxivaru-Mt 
devfl  go  ofTerboard,  and  thizJ^  no  more  '£  ix3u 
I  have  half  a  mind  to  ask  toc  Ivr  a  jezre;.  is^ 
nanrov,  just  to  ran  op  to  Ixmdoay  aEb£  car  of 
huears.^ 

Sir  Gerraiae  laoghed  and  nodded 
and  the  two  friends  parted,  whh  f>y?:Tgi 
Uod  as  erer  had  distinguished  tbeir 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Look  to  'i,  thiak  on 't,  I  do  not  ute  lo  jeU. 
Thuraday  ii  near ;  lay  band  on  beait,  idr'ut ; 
An'  you  be  mine,  I  '11  give  yoa  to  my  friend ; 
An'  you  be  not,  huig,  beg,  «tarve,  die  i'  tbe  itieeu. 

Bemeo  aid  Jtlitt. 


Wychbcoiibb  Hall  had  most  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  a  bachelor's  dwelling  in  ita  internal  go- 
vernment; Qor  vas  it  in  any  manner  behind,  or 
it  might  be  better  to  say,  before  the  age,  in  its 
modes  and  customs  connected  with  jolUGcatioos. 
When  its  master  relaxed  a  little^  the  servaoli 
quite  uniformly  imitated  his  example.  Sir 
Wycherly  kept  a  plentiful  table,  and  the  ser- 
vants^ hall  fared  nearly  as  well  as  the  dining 
room  ;  the  single  article  of  wine  excepted.  In 
lieu  of  the  Utter,  however,  was  an  unlimited 
allowance  of  double-brewed  ale ;  and  the  differ- 
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i  in  the  potstiooB  was  far  more  in  t 
e  than  in  the  quality  of  the  beverages.  T 
Eer  drank  port;  for  in  the  middle  of  t 

century  few  Eoglisbmen  bad  belter  win 
port,  too,  that  wa«  by  no  means  of  a  vc 
irkable  delicacy*  but  which,  like  those  w 
I  it,  waa  rough,  honest,  and  strong ;  wh 
lervant  had  his  malt  liquor  of  the  veryhi| 
stamp  and  flavour.  Between  indiffert 
:  and  excellent  ale  the  distance  is  not 
linable ;  and  Sir  Wycherl/s  household  n 
aware  of  the  fact,  having  frequeo' 
tuted  intelligent  practical  comparisonB, 
ns  of  whicli  all  but  the  butler  and  M 
Jer  had  come  to  the  ciHiclusion  to  stand 
[lome-brewed. 

n  the  present  occasion,  not  a  soul  in 
le  was  ignorant  of  the  reason  why  the  ba 
was  making  a  night  of  it.  Every  m. 
lan,  and  child,  in  or  about  the  Hall,  wa 
ited  partisan  of  the  house  of  Hanover ;  i 
loon  as  it  was  understood  that  this  feel 

to  be  manifested  by  drinking  "  Succese 
ig  George,  and  God  bless  him ! "  on  the 


SSO  THE  TWO  ADMIRALS. 

aide ;  and  "  Confusion  to  the  Pretender  and  bis 
mad  aoo'l"  on  the  other;  all  under  the  roof 
entered  into  the  duty  with  a  zeal  that  might 
have  seated  a  usurper  on  a  throne,  if  potadoos 
could  du  iL 

When  Admiral  Bluewater,  therefore,  left  the 
chamber  of  his  friend  the  signs  of  mirth  and  ot 
a  regular  debauch  were  so  very  obvioHs,  that  a 
little  curiosity  to  watch  the  result,  and  a  disin- 
clination to  go  off  to  his  ship  BO  soon,  united  to 
induce  him  to  descend  into  the  rooms  below, 
with  a  view  to  get  a  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  condition  of  the  household.  In  crossing 
the  great  hall,  to  enter  the  drawing-room,  he 
encountered  Oalleygo,  when  the  following  dis- 
course took  place. 

"  I  should  think  the  master-at-arms  has  not 
done  his  duty,  and  dowsed  the  glim  bdow, 
Master  Steward,"  said  the  rear-admiral,  in  hii 
quiet  way,  as  they  met ;  "  the  laughing  and 
singing,  and  hiccupping,  are  all  upon  a  veiy 
liberal  scale  for  a  respectable  country  housa* 

Oalleygo  touched  the  lock  of  hair  on  his  ian- 
head  with  one  hand,  and  gave  his  trousen  s 
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vitb  the  other,  before  he  answered ;  which 
OD  did,  however,  though  with  a  voice  a 

thicker  than  was  usual  with  him,  on  ac- 
:  of  his  having  added  a  draught  or  two  to 

he  had  taken  previously  to  visiting  Sir 
use's  dressing-room ;  and  which  said  addj- 
I  draught  or  two  had  produced  some  such 

on  his  system  as  the  fresh  drop  produces 
e  cup  that  is  already  full, 
'hat's  just  it.  Admiral  Blue,"  returned 
teward,  in  passing  good-humour,  though 
lober  enough  to  muntain   the  decencies, 

his  own  fashion;  "that's  just  it,  your 
jr.  They  've  passed  the  word  below  to 
e  lights  stand  for  further  orders,  and  have 
d  the  hands  up  for  a  frolic  Such  ale  as 
has  stowed  in  the  lower  bold  of  this  house, 
eaguers  in  the  ground-tier,  it  does  a  body's 

good  to  conter'plate.     All  hands  is  bows- 

ip  their  jibs  on  it,  ur,  and  the  old  Hall 

loon  be  carrying  as  much  sail  as  she  can 

;er   under.     It 's  nothing  but   loose-away 

iheet'home." 

^-yi  ay>  Galleygo,  this  may  be  well  enough 
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for  the  people  of  the  household,  if  Sir  Wych- 
erly  allows  it;  but  it  ill  becomes  the  serrants 
of  guests  to  fall  into  (his  disorder.  If  I  find 
Tom  has  done  anything  amiss,  he  will  bear 
more  of  it ;  and  as  your  own  master  is  not  here 
td  admonish  you,  I  '11  just  take  the  liberty  of 
doing  it  for  him,  since  I  know  it  would  mortify 
him  exceediogly  to  learn  that  his  steward  bad 
done  anything  to  disgrace  himself.'' 

'*  Lord  bless  your  dear  soul,  Admiral  Blue, 
take  just  as  many  liberties  as  you  think  fit,  and 
I  '11  never  pocket  one  on  'em.  I  know*d  you 
when  you  was  only  a  young  gentleman,  and 
now  you  're  a  rear.  You  're  close  on  our  beds ; 
and  by  the  time  we  are  a  full  admiral,  you  It 
be  something  like  a  vice.  I  looks  upon  you  as 
bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh, — Pil- 
lardees  and  Arrestees — and  I  no  mure  minds  a 
setting-down  from  your  honour  than  I  doe* 
from  Sir  Jarvy  hisself.* 

"I  believe  that  is  true  enough,  Galleygo; 
but  take  my  advice,  and  knock  ofl*  with  the  ale 
for  to-night.  Can  you  tett  me  how  the  land 
lies  with  the  rest  of  the  company  f  " 
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^011  couldn't  have  asked  a  better  person 
hoQour,  as  I  ^ve  just  been  pasaiDg  througl 
be  rotuna,  from  a  sort  of  habit  I  has,  sir 
i  'ye  see,  I  thought  I  was  in  the  old  Planlei 
ihat  it  was  my  duty  to  overlook  everythinj 
iiial.  The  last  pull  at  the  ale  put  tha 
D  in  my  head,  but  it '»  gone  now,  and 
ow  matters  is.  Yes,  sir,  the  mainmast  c 
irch  isn't  stifier  and  more  correct-like  thai 
udgment  is  at  this  blessed  moment.  Si 
berly  guv*  me  a  glass  of  his  black-strap 
an  through  the  diDing-room,  and  told  m 
ink  '  Confusion  to  the  Pretender,'  which 
ith  hearty  goodwill ;  but  bis  liquor  wil 
>re  lay  alongnde  of  the  ale  they  've  dowi 
e  oriop  than  a  Frenchman  will  compar 
an  Englishman.  What's  your  opinion 
iral  Blue,  coosaming  this  cruise  of  th 
nder's  son  up  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot 

jewater  gave  a  quick  distrustful  glanc 
:  steward,  for  be  knew  that  the  fellow  wa 
lis  time  in  the  outer  cabin  and  pantries  c 
'lantagenet,  and  he  could   not   tell  hoi 
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inuch  of  his  many  private  dialogues  vith  Sir 
Gervaise  migfat  have  been  overheard.  Meeting 
with  nothing  but  the  unmeaning  expressioo  of 
one  half-aeas-over,  his  uneasiness  instantly  sub- 
sided. 

**  I  think  it  a  gallant  enterprise,  Galleygcs" 
he  answered,  too  manly  even  to  feign  what  he 
did  not  believe ;  "  but  I  fear,  as  a  cruise^  it  will 
not  bring  much  prize-money.  You  have  for- 
gotten you  were  about  to  tell  me  how  the  land 
lies.  Sir  Wycherly,  Mr.  Dutton,  Mr.  Rotber- 
ham,  are  still  at  the  table,  I  fancy — are  these 
all  ?  What  have  become  of  the  two  young 
gentlemen  ?  " 

"  There 's  none  ashore,  sir,"  uid  Galleygo 
promptly ;  accustomed  to  give  that  appellation 
only  to  midshipmen. 

"  I  mean  the  two  Mr.  Wychecombes ;  one 
of  whom,  I  had  forgot,  is  actually  an  officer." 

"  Yes,  sir,  and  a  most  partic'lar  fine  officer 
he  is,  as  everybody  says.  Well,  sir,  Ae's  irith 
the  ladies ;  while  bis  namesake  has  gone  back 
to  the  table,  and  has  put  luff  upon  luff,  lo 
fetch  up  leeway." 
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*'  And  the  ladies — what  have  they  done  with 
themselves,  in  this  scene  of  noisy  revelry  ?^ 

^  They  'se  in  yonder  state-room,  your  ho- 
nour. As  soon  as  they  found  how  the  ship 
was  heading,  like  all  women-craft,  they  both 
makes  for  the  best  harbour  they  could  run 
into.     Yes,  they'se  yonder." 

As  Galleygo  pointed  to  the  door  of  the  room 
be  meant,  Bluewater  proceeded  towards  it, 
parting  with  the  steward  after  a  few  more 
words  of  customary,  but  very  useless  caution. 
The  tap  of  the  admiral  was  answered  by  Wy- 
cherly  in  person,  who  opened  the  door,  and 
made  way  for  his  superior  to  enter,  with  a 
respectful  obeisance.  There  was  but  a  single 
candle  in  the  little  parlour,  in  which  the  two 
fenaales  had  taken  refuge  from  the  increasing 
noise  of  the  debauch ;  and  this  was  due  to  a 
pious  expedient  of  Mildred,  in  extinguishing 
the  others,  with  a  view  to  conceal  the  traces 
of  tears  that  were  still  visible  on  her  own  and 
her  mother^s  cheeks.  The  rear-admiral  was, 
at  first,  struck  with  this  comparative  obscurity ; 
but  it  soon  appeared  to  him  appropriate  to  the 
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feelings  of  the  party  assembled  in  the  room. 
Mrs.  Button  received  him  with  the  ease  she 
had  acquired  in  her  early  life^  and  the  meeting 
passed  as  a  matter  of  course,  with  persons  tem- 
porarily residing  under  the  same  roof. 

'^Our  friends  appear  to  be  enjoying  them- 
selves," said  Bluewater,  when  a  shout  from  the 
dining-room  forced  itself  on  the  ears  of  all 
present  "  The  loyalty  of  Sir  Wycherly  seems 
to  be  of  proof." 

'*  Oh  !  Admiral  Bluewater,"  exclaimed  the 
distressed  wife,  feeling,  momentarily,  getting 
the  better  of  discretion;  **do  you — can  you 
call  such  a  desecration  of  God's  image  enjoy- 
ment  ?  " 

**  Not  justly,  perhaps,  Mrs.  Dutton ;  and 
yet  it  is  what  millions  mistake  for  it  This 
mode  of  celebrating  any  great  event,  and  even 
of  illustrating  what  we  think  our  principles, 
is,  I  fear,  a  vice  not  only  of  our  age,  but  of 
our  country.^ 

^And  yet,  neither  you,  nor  Sir  Oervaise 
Oakes,  I  see^  find  it  necessary  to  give  such  a 
proof  of  your  attachment  to  the  house  of  Han- 
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oTer,  or  of  jour  readioess  to  serve  it  with  your 
time  and  persons.^ 

^You  will  remember,  my  good  lady,  that 
both  Oakes  and  myself  are  flag*oifioers  in  com- 
mand, and  it  would  never  do  for  us  to  fall 
into  a  debauch  in  sight  of  our  own  ships.  I 
am  glad  to  see,  however,  that  Mr.  Wyche- 
combe^  here,  prefers  such  society  as  I  find  him 
in,  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table.** 

Wycherly  bowed,  and  Mildred  cast  an  ex- 
pressive^ not  to  say  grateful  glance  towards 
the  speaker ;  but  her  mother  pursued  the  dis- 
course, in  which  she  found  a  little  relief  to 
ber  suppressed  emotion. 

**6od  be  thanked  for  that!^  she  exclaim- 
ed, half-unconscious  of  the  interpretation  that 
might  be  put  on  her  words;  "  all  that  we  have 
seen  of  Mr.  Wychecombe  would  lead  us  to 
believe  that  this  is  not  an  unusual,  or  an  acci- 
dental forbearance.^ 

''So  much  the  more  fortunate  for  him.  I 
GODgratulate  you,  young  sir,  on  this  triumph 
of  principle,  or  of  temperament,  or  of  both. 
We  bdong  to  a  profession  in  which  the  bottle 
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is  aD  enemy  more  to  be  fewed  tbao   any  that 
the  king  can  give  us.     A  sailor  can  call  in  no 
ally  as  efficient  in  subduing  this  mortjJ  toe 
as   an   intelligent   and  cultivated  mind.      The 
man   who  really  thinks   much   seldooi     drimit 
much;    but  there  are  houn,  nay,  weeks   and 
months  of  idleness  in   a  ship,   in  which    cbe 
temptation   to  resort  to  unnatural  excitetncnt 
in  quest  of  pleasure,  ia  too  strong  for  nUDdi, 
that  are  not  well  forti6ed,  to  resist.     Tfais  is 
particularly  the  case  with  commanders,  who  fiod 
themselves  isolated  by  their  rank,  and  oppressed 
with  responsibility,  in  the  privacy  of  tbdr  own 
cabins,  and  get  to  make  a  companion  of  the 
bottle,  by  way  of  seeking  relief  from  uncom- 
fortable thoughts,   and   of  creating  a  society 
of  tbdr  own.     I  deem  the  critical  period  of  a 
sailor's  life  to  be  the  first  tev  years  of  solitary 
command." 

"How  true!  how  true!"  murmured  Mrs. 
DuttOD.   "  Oh  !  that  cutter — that  cruel  cutter !" 

The  truth' flashed  upon  the  recollection  of 
Bluewater  at  this  unguarded,  and  instantly- 
regretted  exclamation.  Many  years  before, 
when  only  a  captain  himself,  he  bad  been  a 
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r  of  8  court-martial  which  cashiered 
mt  of  the  name  of  Dutton,  for  griero 
duct,  while  in  command  of  a  cutter 
lits  of  the  bottle.  From  the  first, 
t  the  name  familiar  to  him ;  but 
imilar  things  had  happened  ia  the  coui 
y  yeara'  serrice,  that  this  particular  i 
had  been  partially  lost  in  the  obscuri 
i.     It  was  now  completely  recalled,  ho 

and  that,  too,  with  all  its  attendi 
stances.  The  recollection  served  to  gi 
at^admiral  renewed  interest  in   the  i 

wife  and  lovely  daughter  of  the  mis 
elinquent.  He  bad  been  applied  to, 
ne,  for  his  interest  in  effecting  the 
on  of  the  guilty  officer,  or  even  to  p 
or  him  the  hopeless  station  he  m 
ly  occupied ;  but  be  had  sternly  refut 
I  party  in  placing  any  man  in  author 
ras  the  victim  of  a  propensity  that  i 
lisgraced  himself  but  which,  in  the  ] 

position  of  a  sailor,  equally  jeoparc 
Hour  of  the  country,  and  risked  the  li 

around  him.  He  was  aware  that  i 
pplication  had  been  successful,  by  me. 
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of  a  court   influence  it  was  ver^  unusual  to 
exert  in  cases  so  insignificaat ;  aod,  then,  he 
had,  for  years,  lost  sight  of  the  criminal  and 
his  fortunes.    This  unexpected  reviTal  of  bia 
old   impresBions,  caused   him   to   feel  like  an 
ancient  friend  of  the  wife  and  daughlw ;  for 
well  could  he  recall  a  scene  he  had  with  both, 
in   which  the  struggle  between   his  bumsnilj 
and  his  principles  had  heen  so  violent  as  ac- 
tually to  reduce  him  to  tears.     Mildred  hid 
forgotten  the  name  of  this  particular  officer, 
having  been  merely  a  child;  but  wdl  did  Hra. 
Dutton  remember  it,  and  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling had  she  come  that  day  to  meet  faim  at 
the  Hall.     The  first  look  satisfied  her  that  itit 
was  forgotten,  and  she  had  struggled  berielf  to 
bury  in  oblivion  a  scene  which  was  one  of- the 
most  painful  of  her  life.    The  unguarded  «• 
pression  mentioned,  entirety  changed  the  stale 
of  affairs. 

"  Mrs.  Dutton,"  said  Bluewater,  kindly 
taking  a  band  of  the  distressed  wife,  "  1  bdiere 
we  are  old  friends ;  if,  after  what  has  paned, 
you  will  allow  me  so  to  consider  myself." 
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**  Ah  I  Admiral  Bluewater^  my  memory  need- 
ed no  admoDisher  to  tell  me  that.  Your  sympa- 
thy aod  kindness  are  as  grateful  to  me^  now, 
as  they  were  in  that  dreadful  momentf  when 
we  met  before." 

^And  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this 
yonng  lady,  more  than  once,  on  that  unplea- 
sant occasion.  This  accounts  for  a  fancy  that 
has  fairly  haunted  me  throughout  the  day ;  for, 
{ran  the  instant  my  eye  feU  on  Miss  Mildred 
it  struck  me  that  the  face,  and  most  of  all  its  ex^- 
presflion,  was  familiar  to  me.  Certainly,  it  is  not 
a  countenance,  once  seen,  easily  to  be  forgotten.** 
**  Mildred  was  then  but  a  child,  sir,  and 
your  recollection  must  have  been  a  fancy,  in* 
deed,  as  children  of  her  age  seldom  make  any 
lasting  impression  on  the  mind,  particularly  in 
the  way  of  features.* 

^  It  is  not  the  features  that  I  recognise,  but 
the  expression ;  and  that,  I  need  not  tell  the 
young  lady^s  mother,  is  an  expression  not  so 
▼eiy  easily  forgotten.  I  dare  say  Mr.  Wyche- 
combe  is  ready  enough  to  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  what  I  say."* 

VOL.    I.  M 
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"  Hark  !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Dutton,  who  wu 
sensitively  alive  to  an;  indicatioii  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  debauch.  "There  is  great  coo- 
fusion  in  the  dining-room  I  I  hope  the  gen- 
tlemen are  of  one  mind  as  respects  this  rutag 
in  Scotland  1" 

"  If  there  is  a  Jacobite  among  them  be  will 
have  a  warm  time  of  it ;  with  Sir  Wycberiy, 
his  nephew,  and  the  vicar ;  all  three  of  whcsB 
are  raging  lions,  in  the  way  of  loyalty.  There 
does,  indeed,  seem  something  out  of  the  way  ; 
for  those  sounds,  I  should  think,  are  the  feet  <d 
servants  running  to  and  fro.  If  the  servaoti'- 
hall  is  in  the  condition  I  suspect*  it  will  u 
much  need  the  aid  of  the  parlour  as  the  par- 
lour  can  possibly—" 

A  tap  at  the  door  caused  Bluewater  to  cease 
speaking;  and  as  Wycherly  threw  open  the 
entrance  Oalleygo  appeared  on  the  threshold, 
by  this  time  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  holding 
on  by  the  casings. 

'*  Well,  sir,"  said  the  reap«dmira1,  sternly ; 
for  he  was  no  longer  disposed  to  trifle  with 
any  of  the  crapulous  set ;  **  well,  sir,  what  iin> 
pertinence  has  now  brought  you  here  ?" 
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^No  imperdneDce  at  all,  your  iMmour;  we 
carries  none  of  thai  in  the  old  Planter.  There 
bong  DO  young  gentlemen  hereabouts  to  re- 
port proceedings,  I  thought  I  'd  just  step  in 
and  do  the  duty  with  my  own  tongue*  We 
bas  so  many  reports  in  our  cabiny  that  there 
isn't  an  officer  in  the  fleet  that  can  make  'em 
better  as  myself,  sir." 

^'There  are  a  hundred  who  would  spend 
fewer  words  on  anything.  What  is  your  bniU 
nos?'' 

^Why,  sir,  just  to  report  one  flag  struck, 
and  a  commander-in-chief  on  his  beant-ends." 

**  Good  Ood  I  Nothing  has  happened  to 
Sir  Gervaise  ?  Speak,  fellow,  or  I  ^11  have 
you  sent  out  of  this  Babel,  and  off  to  the 
tUp^  though  it  were  midnight." 

^It  be  pretty  much  that.  Admiral  Blue^ 
or  past  six  bells,  as  any  one  may  see  by  the 
ibip^s  dock  on  the  great  companion  ladder; 
fix  bells,  gcring  well  on  to  seven — *^ 

**  Your  business,  sir  f  What  has  happened 
to  Sir  Gervaise?^  repeated  Bluewater,  shaking 
his  bog  fore-finger  menacingly  at  the  steward. 

M  2 


t  ' 


w 


N 


J .  ' 


.il^ 


■u: 


2U 


THE    TWO   ADMIRALS. 


"  We  are  as  well,  Admiral  Blue,  as  the  hoar 
we  came  over  the  Planter's  side.  Sir  Jarvy 
will  carry  sail  with  the  best  on  'em.  111  an- 
swer for  it,  whether  the  ship  floats  in  old  Port 
Oporto,  or  in  a  brewer's  vat.  Let  Sir  Jarvy 
alone  for  them  tricks;  he  wasn't  a  young 
gentleman  for  nothing.** 

"Have  a  moment's  patience,  sir,"  put  in 
Wycherly,  « and  I  will  go  myself  and  ascer- 
tain the  truth." 

"I  shall  make  but  another  inquiry,^  cod- 
tinued  Admiral  Bluewater,  as  Wycherlj  left 
the  room. 

"Why,  d'ye  see,  your  honour,  old  Sir 
Wycherly,  who  is  commander-in-chief  aloog 
shore  here,  has  capsized,  in  consequence  at 
carrying  sail  too  hard  in  company  with  younger 
craft,  and  they  're  now  warping  him  into  dock 
to  be  overhauled." 

"Is  this  all?  That  was  a  result  to  be 
expected,  in  such  a  debauch.  You  need  not 
have  put  on  so  ominous  a  face  for  this.  Gal- 
leygo.'' 

No^  sir,  so  I  thought  myself;  and  I  only 
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tried  to  l<x>k  as  melancholy  as  a  young  gen* 
tleman  who  is  sent  below  to  report  a  top- 
gallant-mast  over  the  side»  or  a  st^dding-sail- 
boom  gone  in  the  iron.  D^ye  remember  the 
time.  Admiral  Blue^  when  you  thought  to  luff 
up  on  the  old  Planter's  weather-quarter,  and 
get  between  her  and  the  French  ninety  on 
three  decks,  and  how  your  stu'n-sails  went, 
one  a'ter  another,  just  like  so  many  musher* 
rooms  breaking  in  peeling  ?^ 

Oalleygo,  who  was  apt  to  draw  his  images 
from  his  two  trades,  might  have  talked  on  an 
hour  without  interruption,  for,  while  he  was 
uttering  the  above  sentence  Wycherly  return* 
ed,  and  reported  that  their  host  was  seriously, 
e?en  dangerously  ill*    While  doing  the  ho« 
nours  of  his  table  he  had  been  seized  with  a 
fit,  which  the  vicar,  a  noted  three-bottle  man, 
feared  was    apoplexy.     Mr.   Rotherham  had 
Ued  the  patient,   who  was    already  a    little 
better,  and  an  express  had  been  sent  for  a 
medical  man.    As  a  matter  of  course,  the  con- 
vives had  left  the  table,  and  alarm  was  fright- 
ening  the   servants  into  sobriety.     At  Mrs. 
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Dutton's  earnest  request,  Wycberly  immedi* 
ately  left  the  room  again,  forcing  Oalleygo 
out  before  him,  with  a  view  to  get  more  accu- 
rate information  concerning  the  baronet^s  real 
situation  ;  both  the  mother  and  daughter  feel- 
ing a  real  affection  for  Sir  Wycberly,  the  kind 
old  man  having  won  their  hearts  by  his  habi- 
tual benevolence,  and  a  constant  concern  for 
their  welfare. 

'^  Sic  transit  gloria  mundi^  muttered  Ad- 
miral Bluewater,  as  he  threw  his  tall  person 
in  his  own  careless  manner,  on  a  chair,  in  a 
dark  comer  of  the  room.  **  This  baronet  has 
fallen  from  his  throne  in  a  moment  of  seeming 
prosperity  and  revelry ;  why  may  not  another 
do  the  same  ?^ 

Mrs.  Dutton  heard  the  voice  without  di^ 
tinguishing  the  words,  and  she  fdt  distressed 
at  the  idea  that  one  whom  she  so  much  respect- 
ed and  loved  might  be  judged  of  harshly,  by 
a  man  of  the  rear-admiral's  character. 

'<*  Sir  Wycberly  is  one  of  the  kindest^bearted 
men  breathing,''  she  said,  a  little  hurriedly; 
*<  and  there  is  not  a  better  landlord  in  Eng- 
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land.  Then  he  is  by  no  means  addicted  to 
indulgence  at  table,  more  than  is  customary 
with  genUemen  of  his  station.  His  loyalty 
has,  no  doubt,  carried  him  this  evening  far- 
ther than  was  prudent,  or  than  we  could  have 

wished." 
"  I  have  every  disposition  to  think  favour- 

ably  of  our  poor  host,  my  dear  Mrs.  Dutton ; 

and  we  seamen  are  not  accustomed  to  judge  a 

bon  vioant  too  harshly." 

"  Ah  !  Admiral  Bluewater,  yo»,  who  have  so 
wide-spiead  a  reputation  for  sobriety  and  cor- 
rect deportment  1    WeU  do  I  remember  how  I 
trembled  when  I  heard  your  name  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  that  dreadful 

court." 
«  You  let  your  recollections  dwell  too  much 

OD  these  unpleasant  subjects,  Mrs.  Dutton;  and 

I  should  Uke  to  see  you  setting  an  example  of 

greater  cheerfulness  to  your  sweet  daughter.    I 

could  not  befriend  you,  then,  for  my  oath  and 

my  duty  were  both  against  it;  but,  now,  there 

existo  no  possible  reason  why  I  should  not ; 

while  there  does  exist  almost  every  possible 
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dtspoution  why  I  should.    This  sweet  cfafld 
ioterests  me  in  a  way  I  can  hardly  describe." 

Mrs.  Dutton  was  silent  and  tboughtfuL  The 
years  of  Admiral  Bluewater  did  not  absidatdy 
forbid  his  regarding  Mildred's  extreme  beauty 
with  the  eyes  of  ordinary  admiration;  but  his 
language,  and  most  of  all,  his  character*  ought 
to  repel  the  intrusive  suspicion.  Still  Mildred 
was  surpasangly  lovelyi  and  men  were  surpass- 
ingly weak  in  matters  of  love.  Many  a  hero 
had  passed  a  youth  of  sdf-cominand  and  dis- 
cretion to  consummate  some  act  of  exceeding 
feUy,  of  this  very  nature,  in  the  decline  of  life; 
and  hitter  experience  had  taught  her  to  be  dis> 
trustful.  Nevertheless,  she  could  not,  at  ooce, 
bring  herself  to  think  ill  of  one  whose  character 
she  had  so  long  respected ;  and  with  all  the 
rear-admiral's  directness  of  manner,  there  was 
BO  much  real  and  feeling  delicacy,  blended  with 
the  breeding  of  a  gentleman-like  sailor,  that  it 
was  not  easy  to  suppose  be  bad  any  other  mo- 
tives than  those  he  saw  fit  to  avow.  Mildred 
had  made  many  a  fHend  by  a  sweetness  of 
countenance,  that  was  even  more  winning  than 
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her  genenl  beauty  of  face  and  form  was  at-* 
tracdve ;  and  why  should  not  this  respectable 
old  seaman  be  of  the  number. 

This  train  of  thought  was  interrupted  by  thie 
sadden  and  unwelcome  appearance  of  Dutton* 
He  had  just  returned  from  the  bedside  of  Sir 
Wycherly,  and  now  came  to  seek  his  wife  and 
daughter,  to  bid  them  prepare  to  enter  the 
chsriot,  which  was  in  waiting  to  convey  them 
home.  The  miserable  man  was  not  intoxicated 
in  the  sense  which  deprives  a  man  of  the  use  of 
speech  and  limbs;  but  he  had  drunk  quite 
enough  to  awaken  the  demon  within  him,  and 
to  lay  bare  the  secrets  of  his  true  character.  If 
soything,  his  nerves  were  better  strung  than 
oommon ;  but  the  wine  had  stirred  up  all  the 
energies  of  a  being  whose  resolutions  seldom 
took  the  direction  of  correct  feeling,  or  of  right 
doing.  The  darkness  of  the  room,  and  a  slight 
confusion  which  nevertheless  existed  in  his 
bndn,  prevented  him  from  noticing  the  person 
of  his  superior,  seated,  as  the  latter  was,  in  the 
dark  comer ;  and  he  believed  himself  once  more 
alone  with  those  who  were  so  completely  de- 
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pendent  on  his  mercy,  and  who  had  wo  long  beeo 

the  lubjects  of  hts  brutality  and  t3rrannj. 

"  I  hope  Sir  Wycherly  i§  better,  Duttoa  V 
the  wife  commeaced,  fearful  that  her  huaband 
might  expose  himaelf  and  her,  before  be  wa* 
aware  of  the  presence  in  which  he  stood.  **  Ad- 
miral Bluewater  is  as  anxious'  as  we  are  our- 
selves to  know  his  real  state." 

"  Ay,  you  women  are  all  pity  and  feeling  for 
baronets  and  rear-admirals,"  answered  Dutton, 
throwing  himself  rudely  into  a  chair,  witb  hii 
back  towards  the  stranger,  in  an  attitude  com- 
pletely to  exclude  the  latter  from  his  view; 
"  while  a  husband,  or  father,  might  die  a  hun- 
dred deaths,  and  not  draw  a  look  of  pity  from 
your  beautiful  eyes,  or  a  kind  wtwd  from  your 
devilish  tongues.'" 

"  Neither  Mildred  nor  I  merit  this  from  you, 
Dutton  I" 

"No,  you're  both  perfection;  like  mother, 
like  child.  Haven't  I  been  fifty  times  at  death's 
door  with  this  very  complaint  of  Su-  Wycber- 
ly's,  and  did  rither  of  you  ever  send  for  an 
apothecary,  even  P  " 
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**  You  haTe  been  occadonaUy  indisposed, 
Dutton,  but  never  apoplectic;  and  we  have 
always  thought  a  little  sleep  would  restore  you  ; 
as,  indeed,  it  always  has.^ 

'^  What  business  had  you  to  think  ?  Sur- 
geons think,  and  medical  men,  and  it  was  your 
duty  to  send  for  the  nearest  professional  man, 
to  look  after  one  you're  bound  both  to  honour 
and  obey.  You  are  your  own  mistress,  Martha, 
1  do  suppose,  in  a  certain  degree ;  and  what 
can't  be  cured  must  be  endured ;  but  Mildred 
is  my  child ;  and  1 11  have  her  respect  and  love^ 
if  I  break  both  your  hearts  in  order  to  get  at 
them*'' 

**  A  pious  daughter  always  respects  her  pa- 
rent, Dutton,^  said  the  wife,  trembling-  from 
head  to  foot ;  **  but  love  must  come  willingly, 
or  it  will  not  come  at  all.*' 

^  We  '11  see  as  to  that,  Mrs.  Martha  Dutton ; 
we'll  see  as  to  that  Come  hither,  Mildred; 
I  have  a  word  to  say  to  you,  which  may  as 
well  be  said  at  once." 

Mildred,  trembling  like  her  mother,  drew 
near;  but  with  a  feeling  of  filial  piety,  that 
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>  harshness  could  entirely  smother,  she  felt 
ixious  to  prevent  the  father  from  further 
Eporing  himself,  in  the  presence  of  Admiral 
luewater.  With  this  view,  then,  and  with 
lis  view  only,  she  summoned  firmness  enough 
I  speak. 

"  Father,"  she  said,  "  had  we  not  better 
ifer  our  family  matters  until  we  are  alone?" 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  Bluewater 
>uld  not  have  waited  for  to  palpaUe  a  hint* 
r  he  would  have  retired  on  the  first  appear- 
ice  of  anything  so  disagreeable  as  a  misun- 
fstanding  between  man  and  wife.  But,  an 
igovernable  interest  in  the  lovely  girl,  who 
x>d  trembling  at  her  father's  knee,  caused 
m  to  forget  his  habitual  delicacy  of  feeling, 
id  to  overlook  what  might  perhaps  be  termed 
most  a  law  of  society.  Instead  of  moving, 
erefore,  as  Mildred  had  both  hoped  and  ex- 
cted,  he  remained  motionless  in  his  teat 
utton's  mind  was  too  obtuse  to  comprehend 
B  daughter's  allusions,  in  the  absence  of  ocu- 
r  evidence  of  a  stranger's  presence,  and  bis 
rath  was  too  much  excited  to  permit  him  to 
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think  much  of  anything  hut  his  own  causes 
of  indignation. 

^  Stand  more  in  front  of  me,  Mildred,^  he 
answered  angrily.  **  More  hefore  my  face»  as 
becomes  one  who  don't  know  her  duty  to  her 
parent,  and  needs  he  taught  it.** 

^  Oh !  Dutton,''  exclaimed  the  afflicted  wife ; 
**do  not — do  not^accuse  Mildred  of  heing 
undutifui  I  You  know  not  what  you  say — 
know  not  her  ohliga** —  you  cannot  know  her 
keart^  or  you  woqld  not  use  these  cruel  impu- 
tations!'* 

**  Silence,  Mrs.  Martha  Dutton — my  husi- 
oess  is  not  with  youf  at  present,  hut  with  this 
young  lady,  to  whom,  I  hope,  I  may  presume 
to  speak  a  little  plainly,  aa  she  is  my  own 
child.  Silence,  then,  Mrs.  Martha  Dutton. 
If  my  memory  is  not  treacherous,  you  once  } 

stood   up  hefore   Ood's   altar  with  me,    and  i 

there  vowed  to  love,  honour,  and  obey.    Yes,  i 

that  was  the  word ;  oAey,  Mrs.  Martha  Dut-  ; 

ton.'' 

^And  what  did  you  promise,  at  the  same  < 

time,  Frank  P"  exclaimed  the  wife,  from  whose 
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uised  spirit  this  implied  accuHtion  was  torn 
an  agoDy  of  mental  Buffering. 
"  Nothing  but  what  I  have  honestly  and 
Bofully  performed.  I  promiaed  to  proviile 
r  you ;  to  give  you  food  and  raimoit ;  to 
t  you  bear  my  name,  and  stand  before  the 
irtd  in  the  honourable  character  of  bonest 
rank  Dutton's  wife." 

"Honourable!''  murmured  the  wife^  loud 
lougb  to  be  beard  by  both  the  admind  and 
jidred,  and  yet  in  a  fone  so  smothered  a* 
elude  the  obtuse  sense  of  hearing,  that  Icng 
cess  bad  left  ber  husband.  When  this  ei- 
essive  word  had  broken  out  of  her  verjr 
art,  however,  she  succeeded  in  auppresaiiig 
ir  voice,  and  sinking  into  a  chair,  coocealtd 
r  face  in  her  hands,  in  silence. 
"  Mildred,  come  hither,"  resumed  the  bni- 
lized  parent.  "  You  are  my  daughter,  and 
latever  others  have  promised  at  the  altar, 
id  forgotten,  a  law  of  nature  teaches  you  to 
ley  me.  You  have  two  admirers,  either  of 
lom  you<ought  to  be  glad  to  secure,  though 
ere  is  a  great  preference  between  them — " 
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**  Father !"  exclaimed  Mildred,  every  feeling 
of  her  senndve  nature  revolting  at  this  coarse 
alluaioD  to  a  connexion,    and  to  sentiments, 

m 

that  she  was  accustomed  to  view  as  among  the 
most  sacred  and  private  of  her  moral  being. 
**  Surely,  you  cannot  mean  what  you  say  ?* 

«Like  mother,  like  child!  Let  but  dis- 
obedience and  disrespect  get  possession  of  a 
wife,  and  they  are  certain  to  run  through  a 
whole  family,  even  though  there  were  a  dozen 
children!  Hark^ee,  Miss  Mildred,  it  is  you 
who  don't  happen  to  know  what  you  say,  while 
I  understand  myself  as  well  as  most  parents. 
Your  mother  would  never  acquaint  you  with 
what  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  put  plainly  before  your 
judgment;  and,  therefore,  I  expect  you  to 
listen  as  becomes  a  dutiful  and  affectionate 
child.  You  can^  secure  either  of  these  young 
Wychecombes,  and  either  of  them  would  be 
a  good  match  for  a  poor,  disgraced,  sailing* 
mastery's  daughter.^ 

'*  Father,  I  shall  sink  through  the  floor 
if  you  say  another  word  in  this  cruel  manner  !" 

^  VOf  dear ;   you  '^U  neither  sink  nor  swim. 
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unleu  it  be  bj  making  a  bad  or  a  good 
choice.  Mr.  Thomas  Wjchecombe  i»  Sb 
Wycherly'g  heJr,  and  muBt  Be  the  next  ba- 
ronet, and  possessor  of  this  estate.  Of  ooiuw 
lie  is  much  the  best  thing,  and  you  ought  to 
give  him  a  preference." 

"  Dutton,  can  jau,  as  a  father  and  a  Chri»- 
tiaiij  give  such  heartless  counsel  to  your  own 
child  P"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Dutton,  inezpreaaibly 
shoclied  at  the  want  of  principle,  as  well  as  at 
the  want  of  feeling  discovered  in  ber  husband's 
advice. 

"  Mrs.  Martha  Dutton,  I  can ;  and  believe 
the  counsel  to  be  anything  but  heartless,  too. 
Do  you  wish  your  daughter  to  be  the  wife  of 
a  miserable  signal-statioa  keeper,  when  she 
may  become  Lady  Wychecombe,  with  a  little 
prudent  management,  and  the  mistress  of  this 
capital  old  house,  and  noble  estate?" 

*'  Father  !  father  T  interrupted  Mildred, 
soothingly,  though  ready  to  unk  with  ibane 
at  the  idea  of  Admiral  Bluewater's  bong  an 
auditor  of  such  a  conversatioD ;  "  you  forget 
yourself,  and  overlook  my  wishes.    There  is 
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little  probability  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wycbeoombe's 
ever  tbinkiog  of  me  as  a  wife — or,  indeed,  of 
any  one  else's  entertaining  such  thoughts.**^ 

^That  will  turn  out  as  you  manage  matters, 
Milly.  Mr.  Thomas  Wychecombe  does  not 
think  of  you  as  a  tcj/e,  quite  likely,  just  at 
tkb  monaent ;  but  the  largest  whales  are  taken 
by  means  of  very  small  lines,  when  the  last 
are  properly  handled.  This  young  lieutenant 
would  have  you  to-morrow;  though  a  more 
ally  thing  than  for  you  two  to  marry  could  not 
wdl  be  hit  upon.  He  is  only  a  lieutenant; 
and  though  his  name  is  so  good  a  one,  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  has  any  particular 
right  to  it" 

*^  And  yet,  Dutton,  you  were  only  a  lieute- 
nant when  you  married,  and  your  name  was 
nothing  in  the  way  of  interest  or  preferment,^ 
observed  the  mother,  anxious  to  interpose  some 
new  feeling  between  her  daughter  and  the 
cruel  inference  left  by  the  former  part  of 
her  husband's  speech.  **  We  then  thought  all 
lay  bright  before  us ! " 
^And  so  all  would  lie  to  this  hour,  Mrs. 
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Dutton,  but  for  that  one  ally  act  of  nune. 
A  man  with  the  charges  of  a  family  on  him, 
little  pay,  and  no  fortune,  is  driTcn  to  s  thou- 
sand follies  to  hide  his  misery.  You  do  not 
strengthen  your  case  by  reminding  me  of  thai 
imprudence.  But,  Mildred,  I  do  not  tell  yoo 
to  cut  adrift  this  young  Virginian,  for  be  may 
be  of  use  in  more  ways  than  one.  Id  the 
first  plac^  you  can  play  him  off  againit  Mr. 
Thomas  Wychecombe;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
a  lieutenant  is  likely  one  day  to  be  a  captain ; 
and  the  wife  of  a  captain  in  his  majesty's 
navy  is  no  disreputable  berth.  I  advise  you, 
girl,  to  use  this  youngster  as  a  bait  to  catdi 
the  heir  with  ;  and,  failing  a  good  bite,  to  taks 
up  with  the  lad  himself." 

This  was  said  dogmatically,  and  with  a 
coarseness  of  manner  that  fully  corresponded 
with  the  looseness  of  the  principles,  and  the 
utter  want  of  delicacy  of  feeling  that  alone 
could  prompt  such  advice.  Mrs.  Dutton  fairly 
groaned  as  she  listened  to  her  husband,  for 
never  before  had  he  so  completdy  thrown  aside 
the  thin  mask  of  decency  that  he  ordinarily 
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wore;  but  Mildred,  unable  to  control  the 
burst  of  wild  emotion  that  came  over  her, 
broke  away  from  the  place  she  occupied  at  her 
fatber'^s  knee^  and,  as  if  blindly  seeking  pro- 
tection in  any  asylum  that  she  fancied  safe^ 
found  herself  sobbing,  as  if  her  heart  would 
break,  in  Admiral  Bluewater^s  arms. 

Dutton  followed  the  ungovernable  impulsive 
movement  with  his  ^ye,  and  for  the  first  time 
be  became  aware  in  whose  presence  he  had 
been  exposing  his  native  baseness.  Wine  had 
not  so  far  the  mastery  of  him  as  to  blind 
him  to  all  the  consequences,  though  it  did 
stimulate  him  to  a  point  that  enabled  him 
to  face  the  momentary  mortification  of  his 
situation. 

**  I  beg  a  thousand  pardons,  sir,"  he  said, 
risings  and  bowing  low  to  his  superior;  **I 
was  totally  ignorant  that  I  had  the  honour  to 
be  in  the  company  of  Admiral  Bluewater — ^Ad- 
miral Blue,  I  find  Jack  calls  you,  sir;  ha !  ha ! 
ha ! — a  familiarity  which  is  a  true  sign  of  love 
and  respect.  I  never  knew  a  captain^  or  a 
flag-officer,  that  got  a  regular,  expressive  ship's 


!• 


£60  THE    TWO    ADMIRAU. 

nam^  that  he  woaa't  the  delight  of  the  wbole 

•ervjce.     Yea,  sir ;  I  find  the  people  call  Sir 

Gervais^  Little  Jarvy,  and  youraelf,  Adnnral 

Blue.     Hal    ha  I   ha!    an  infallible  ngn  of 

merit   in     the    superior,   and  of  love  in  tbe 

men." 

"  I  ought  to  apologize^  Mr.  Dutbm,  ior 
making  one,  so  unexpectedly  to  mysdf,  in  a 
family  council,''  returned  the  rear-admiml. 
**  As  for  the  men,  they  are  no  great  {duloao- 
pbers,  though  tolerable  judges  of  when  Uiey 
are  well  commanded  and  well  treated.  But 
the  hour  is  lat^  and  it  was  my  intentimi  (o 
sleep  in  my  own  ship  to-night.  Tbe  coach  <rf 
Sir  Wycherly  has  been  ordered  to  carry  me  to 
the  landing,  and  I  hope  to  have  your  penniK 
sion  to  see  these  ladies  home  in  iL* 

The  answer  of  Dutton  was  given  with  perfect 
•df-possesfiion,  and  in  a  manner  to  show  that 
he  knew  how  to  exercise  the  courtesies  ct  Hfe* 
or  to  receive  them,  when  in  the  humour. 

*<  It  is  an  honour,  sir,  they  will  not  think  of 
declining,  if  my  wishes  are  consulted,"  be  said. 
**  Come,  Millyi  foolish  girl,  dry  your  tears,  and 
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smile  on  Admiral  Bluewater,  for  his  conde- 
aceniioD.  Young  wcmien,  sir,  hardly  know 
how  to  take  a  joke ;  and  our  ship^s  humours 
are  sometimes  a  little  strong  for  them*  I 
leD  my  dear  wife,  sometimes — *  Wife/  I  say, 
*  his  Majesty  can't  have  stout-hearted  and 
stout-handed  seamen,  and  the  women  poets  and 
die-away  swains,  and  all  in  the  same  indivi* 
dual,^  says  I.  Mrs.  Dutton  understands  me^ 
sir;  and  so  does  little  Milly,  who  is  an  excel- 
lent girl  in  the  main,  though  a  little  addicted 
to  using  the  eye-pumps,  as  we  have  it  aboard 
ship,  sin" 

^*  And  now,  Mr.  Dutton,  it  being  understood 
that  I  am  to  see  the  ladies  home,  will  you  do 
me  the  favour  to  inquire  after  the  condition  of 
Sir  Wycherly.  One  would  not  wish  to  quit  his 
hospitable  roof  in  uncertainty  as  to  his  actual 
situation/' 

Button  was  duly  sensible  of  an  awkwardness 
in  the  presence  of  his  superior,  and  he  gladly 
profited  by  this  commission  to  quit  the  room ; 
walking  more  steadily  than  if  he  had  not  been 
drinking. 
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a  dejected  countenance ;  "  bat  be  has  not  been 
witliout  a  will,  I  believe  for  aoine  time;  and  I 
presume  you  will  agree  witb  me  in  thinking 
he  is  not  in  a  condition  to  nuke  one,  now, 
were  he  unprovided  in  that  way  T 

"  Perhaps  not  exactly  at  this  moment, 
though  a  rally  might  afford  an  opportunity. 
The  estate  is  entailed,  I  think  Mr.  Dutton  told 
me  at  dinner." 

"  It  is,  Sir  Gervaise;  and  I  am  the  un- 
worthy individual  who  is  to  profit  1^  il. 
accordiag  to  the  common  notions  of  meot 
though.  Heaven  knows,  I  shall  consider  it 
anything  but  a  gain ;  still,  I  am  the  unworthy 
individual  who  is  to  be  benefited  by  my 
uncle's  death." 

"  Your  father  was  the  baronet^s  next  bro- 
ther P "  (Swerved  Sir  Oervaisei  casually,  > 
shade  of  distrust  passing  athwart  his  mind, 
though  coming  from  what  source,  or  directed 
to  what  point,  he  was  himself  totally  unable 
to  say.  "  Mr.  Baron  Wychecotnbe,  I  brf«ve, 
was  your  parent  f  " 

"  He  was,  Sir  Gervaise;  and  a  most  lender 
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d  indulgent  fkther  I  ever  found  him. 
i  me  his  earnings,  some  seven  hundre 
IT ;  uid  I  am  sure  the  death  of  Sir  Wychi 
IS  far  front  my  necesuties  as  it  is  from 
ihea." 

*  Of  course  you  will  succeed  to  the  bi 
cy,  as  well  as  to  the  estate  ?  "  mechanic 
ed  Sir  Gervaise,  led  on  by  the  supererc 
y  expressions  of  Tom  himself,  rather  I 
a  Tulgar  curiosity  to  ask  questions  d 
in-  othn  drcumstances,  be  might  Ei 
ught  improper. 

'  Of  course,  sir.  My  father  was  the  c 
riving  brother  of  Sir  Wycherly — tbe  c 
who  ever  married — and  I  am  his  eli 
d.  Since  this  mdancholy  event  has 
red,  it  is  quite  fortunate  that  I  lately 
led  this  certificate  of  the  marriage  of 
ents — is  it  not,  sir  ?  " 
lere  Tom  drew  from  his  pocket  a  so 
X  of  paper,  which  professed  to  be  a  o 
'     e  of  Thomas  Wychecoi 

ha  Dodd,  spinster,  Ecc. 

luly  signed  by  the  re 
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of  a  parish  church  in  Westminster,  and  bore  « 
date  sufficicDtly  old  to  establish  the  legitiinacj 
of  the  person  who  hdd  it.  This  exti«ordinai7 
precaution  produced  the  very  natural  effect 
of  increasing  the  distrust  of  the  vice-admir«I, 
and,  in  a  slight  degree,  of  giving  it  a  direc- 
tion. 

"  You  go  well  armed,  sir,"  ohserved  Sir 
Gervaia^  drily.  "  Is  it  your  intentioo,  wbn 
you  succeed,  to  carry  the  patent  of  the  baro- 
netcy and  the  title-deeds  in  your  pocket  ?  ** 

**  Ah  I  I  perceive  my  having  this  document 
strikes  you  as  odd.  Sir  Qerraise,  but  it  cao  be 
easily  explained.  There  was  a  wide  difference 
in  rank  between  my  parents,  and  some  ill- 
disposed  persons  have  presumed  so  far  to 
reflect  on  the  character  of  my  mother  as  to 
assert  she  was  not  married  at  all." 

*'  In  which  case,  sir,  you  would  do  weU  to 
cut  off  half  a  dozen  of  their  ears." 

"  The  law  is  not  to  be  appeased  in  that  waji 
Sir  Oervuse.  My  dear  parent  used  to  incut 
cale  on  me  the  necessity  of  doing  everything 
according  to  law ;  and  I  endeavour  to  remcfii- 
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is  fvecepts.  He  avowed  bis  marriagi 
Eftth-bedj  made  all  due  atODement  to 
cted  and  iojured  mother,  and  infon 
1  whose  hands  I  should  find  this  v 
icate.  I  only  obtained  it  this  morn: 
)  fact  will  account  for  its  being  in 
!t  at  this  melancholy  and  unexpec 
in  my  beloved  uncle's  constitution.^ 
le  latter  part  <^  Tom's  declaration  was  1 
^ ;  for,  after  having  made  all  the  net 
inquiries,  and  obtained  the  hand-writ 
clergyman  who  was  long  since  dead,  he  I 
dly  forged  the  certificate  that  day,  01 
i  <tf  soiled  paper,  that  bore  the  water-m 
720.  His  language,  however,  contribu 
lienate  the  confidence  of  bis  listener; 
aise  being  a  man  who  was  so  much  ac< 
d  to  directness  and  fair-dealing  himseL 
el  disgust  at  anything  that  had  the  s 
X  of  cant  or  hypocrisy.  Nevertheless 
his  own  motives  for  pursuing  the  gubj< 
""■■"'—  "f  K-iti-er  at  the  bed-side  of 
•a  necessary, 
(''ycherly  Wychecomb 
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he  Baid ;  "  be  who  has  so  much  distinguitbcd 
himself  of  late  ;  your  uncle's  namesake  ; — ^u  it 
trae  that  he  is  not  allied  to  your  family  ?  ' 

'*Not  in  the  least,  Sir  Gerraise,"  answered 
Tom,  with  one  of  his  nnister  smiles.  **  He  ii 
only  a  Virginian,  you  know,  nr;  and  cannot 
well  belong  to  us.  I  have  beard  my  unde 
say,  often,  that  the  young  gentlanan  naust  be 
descended  from  an  old  servant  of  his  father's, 
who  was  transported  for  stealing  nlrer  out  of 
a  shop  on  Ludgate  Hill,  and  who  was  arrested 
for  passing  himself  off  as  one  of  the  Wycbe- 
combe  family.  They  tell  me,  Sir  Gerraise,  that 
the  colonies  are  pretty  much  made  of  persoos 
descended  from  that  sort  of  ancestors." 

"1  cannot  say  that  I  have  found  it  so; 
though,  when  I  commanded  a  frigate*  I  served 
several  years  on  the  North  American  statioa. 
The  larger  portion  of  the  Americans,  like 
much  the  larger  portion  of  the  English,  are 
bumble  labourers,  established  in  a  remote  co- 
lony, where  dvilisation  is  not  far  advanced, 
wants  are  many,  and  means  few;  but  in  tbe 
way  of  character,  I  am  not  certain  tbey  ore 
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uite  on  a  level  with  those  they  left  behini 

;  uid*  as  to  the  gentry  of  the  coloaieE 

re  Ken   man;  men  of  the  beat  blood  o 

ig  them ; —  youoge 

ltd,   as  a  matter  o 

rable  and  respectet 

ea  me  ;  and  it  ii  no 
a  persuaded !  Cer 
«  respects  this  gen 
call  him,  for  strange 
10  has  not  the  leas 
to  us." 
bim  to  lay  claim  ti 

raise;  though,  I  an 
hinto  to  that  effect 
cured  of  his  wound 
tr  had  he  presentei 
rd,  than  to  presen 
link  you  will  alio* 
ilf,  SirGervaiseP" 
thing  clandestine  i: 
n   and  fair   dealing 
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Hr.  Thomas  Wychecombe.  But  I  ought  to 
apologize  for  thus  dwelliDg  od  your  &mfly 
aSairsi  which  concern  me  only  as  I  feel  an 
interest  in  the  wishes  and  happine«s  of  my 
new  acquaintance,  my  exodlent  hoat.^ 

"Sir  Wycherly  has  property  in  the  funds 
that  is  not  entailed — quite  a  thousand  pounds 
a  year,  beyond  the  estates — and  I  know  be 
has  left  a  wilt,"  continued  Tom ;  who^  *itb 
the  short-sightednesB  of  a  rogae^  flattered  liii^ 
self  with  having  made  a  favourable  imprcsaim 
on  his  companion,  and  who  was  desirous  of 
making  him  useful  to  himself,  in  an  emergency 
that  he  felt  satisfied  must  terminate  in  (be 
speedy  death  of  his  uncle.  **Yes,  a  good 
thousand  pounds  a  year  in  the  Fives ;  money 
saved  from  his  rents,  in  a  long  life.  This  wiU, 
probably,  has  some  provision  in  &vour  of  my 
younger  brothers ;  and,  perhaps,  of  this  name- 
sake of  his,"  —  Tom  was  well  aware  that  it 
devised  every  shilling,  real  and  personal,  to 
himself; — "for  a  kinder  heart  does  not  exist 
on  earth.  Id  fact,  this  will  my  unde  put  in 
my  possession,  as  betr-at-law,  feeling  it  due  to 
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rtennoni,  I  .uppoM;  but  I  have  never 
aed  to  look  into  it." 

«  was  asolber  insUncc  of  exoeui'e  fineue, 
«h  Tom  ■•alened  suipidon  by  bis  very 
I  to  allay  it.  It  seemed  higbly  impro- 
lo  Sir  Qcrvaise  tbst  a  man  like  the 
«  could  long  possess  his  uncle's  will,  and 
lo  desire  to  ascertam  itt  contenu.  The 
lage  of  the  young  man  was  an  indirect  ad- 
gn  that  he  might  have  examined  the  wUl  il 
Hdd ;  and  the  admiral  felt  disposed  to  sua- 
that  what  he  might  thus  readily  have  doni 
anally  had  done.  The  dialogue,  however 
inaled  here,  Button,  just  at  that  moment 
ring  the  room  on  the  errand  on  which  h 
been  sent  by  Admiral  Bluewater,  and  Tot 
ing  his  old  acquaintance  as  soon  as  th 
n  made  his  appearance.  Sir  Gervaii 
les  was  too  much  concerned  for  the  cond 
I  of  his  host,  and  had  too  many  cares  of  h 
on  what  had  ju 
Torn  Wychecoml 
fht,  what  had  be 
impressionB  it  h 
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mad^  would  have  been  soon  forgotten ;  bat 

drcuniBtaDcea  subaequently  conspired  to  rectU 

the  whole  to  his  mind,  of  which   tbe   cook- 

quences  will  be  related  in  tbe  course  ot  oar 

narrative. 

DuttoD  appeared  to  be  a  little  shockedl»  as  he 
gazed  upoD  the  pallid  features  of  Sir  Wycb- 
erly ;  and  he  was  not  sorry  when  Tom  led  him 
add^  and  began  to  speak  confidentially  of  the 
future^  and  of  the  probable  speedy  death  of 
his  unde.  Had  there  been  one  present  gifted 
with  the  power  of  reading  the  thoughts  and 
motives  of  men,  a  deep  disgust  of  human 
frailties  must  have  come  ov^  him  as  these 
two  impure  spirits  betrayed  to  him  their  cupi- 
dity and  cunning.  Outwardly,  they  were 
friendsi  mourning  over  a  mutual  probable 
loss ;  while,  inwardly,  Dutton  was  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  such  a  hold  of  his  companioD'i 
confidence  s>  might  pave  the  way  to  his 
own  future  preferment  to  the  high  and  un- 
hoped-for station  of  a  rich  barcme^s  Ather-in- 
law  ;  while  Tom  thought  only  of  so  far  mysti- 
fying the  master,  as  to  make  use  of  him,  on 
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anergencj,  u  a  witDess  to  establish  bis 
claims.  The  manner  in  which  he  endea- 
ed  to  effect  his  object,  however,  must  be 
to  the  imaginatioD  of  the  reader,  as  we 
:  matters  of  greater  moment  to  record  at 
particular  juncture. 

rom  the  time  Sir  Wycherly  was  laid  on 
bed  Mr.  Rotherham  had  been  seated  at 
sick  man^s  side,  watching  the  course  of 
attack,  and  ready  to  interpret  any  of  the 
mt's  feebly  and  indistinctly  expressed 
les.  We  say  indistinctly,  because  the 
■nefs    speech    was   slightly    affected    with 

species  of  paralysis  which  reduces  the 
ity  to  the  state  thai  is  vulgarly  caUed 
k-tongued.     Although  a  three-bottle  man, 

Rotherham  was  far  from  being  without 
devout  feelings,  on  occasions,  dischar^ng 
:he  clerical  functions  with  as  much  unction 
;he  habits  of  the  country,  and  the  opinicms 
be  day,  ordinarily  exacted  of  divines.     He 

even  volunteered  to  read  the  prayers  for 

B  he  perceived   that   the 

had  returned ;  but  this 
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kind  offer  hod  been  declined  by  Sir  Wycberlj, 

under  the  clearer  views  of  fitness  that  tbe  near 

spfwoach  of  death  is  apt  to  give,  and  which 

views  left  a  certain  consciouEness  that  the  party 

assembled  was  not  in  the  beat  possible  conditWD 

for  that  sacred  office.     Sir  Wycherly  revived 

so  much   at  last  as   to  look  aboi 

increasing  consciousness;  and,  at 

eyes  passed   slowly  over  the   rooi 

each  person  singly,  and  with  mai 

ration. 

"  I  know  you  all — ■now,"  said 
hearted  baronet,  though  always  spf 
and  with  a  little  difficulty ;  *<  ai 
give — much  trouble.  I  have — -lit 
spare." 

"  I  hope  not,  Sir  Wycherly," 
vicar  in  a  consolatory  manner ;  ' 
had  a  sharp  attack,  but  then  ther 
constitution  to  withstand  it." 

"  My  time — short — feel  it  here 
tbe  patient,  passing  his  hand  ovc 
bead. 

"  Note  that,  Duttoa,"  whispered 
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ij.  **  My  poor  uDcle  intimales  hiinidf 
his  miad  is  a  little  shaken.  Under  such 
imstaoces  it  would  be  cruel  to  let  him 
re  himsdf  with  busiuess." 
It  cannot  be  done  legally,  Mr.  Thomas. 
Mild  think  Admiral  Oakes  would  interfere 
rerent  it." 

Rotherham,"  conliDued  the  patient,  "  I 
—settle  with  with — world ; — then,  give — 
ighta — to  God.  Hare  we  —  guests  —  the 
le  P — Men  of  family — character  ?" 
Certainly,  Sir  Wycherly;  Admiral  Oakes 
I  the  room,  even,  and  Admiral  Bluewater 
believe^  still  in  the  house.  You  invited 
1  to  pass  the  night  with  you." 
I  remember  it — now;  my  mind — still — 
used."  Here  Tom  Wychecombe  again 
ged  the  master.  "  Sir  C^rvaise  Oakes — 
Admiral — ancimt  baronet — man  of  high 
>ur.  Admiral  Bluewater,  too^relative— 
J  HI. ...__»».  -"itleman— universal  esteem. 
3 ;  wish  my  poor  brother 
-used  to  call  him— had 
good  ndghbour — Bother- 
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"Can  I  do  anjthiog  to  proT< 
r  Wycherly  f  nothinff  would  m 
iT  than  to  know,  and  to  comply 
then  at  a  moment  so  important.^ 
"Let  all  quit  room — but  70 
;b  worse^I  cannot  delay — " 
"Tia  cruel  to  distress  my  I 
th  business  or  conversation  it 
Lte,"  interposed  Tom  Wychecoi 
asis,  and,  in  a  slight  degree,  wil 
All  not  only  felt  the  truth  of 
t  that  the  speaker,  by  his  o 
d  a  clear  right  to  interfere  in 
had.  Still  Sir  Gervaise  Oak. 
uctance  in  yielding  to  this  n 
•f  to  the  distrust  he  had  imbi 
ychecombe  was  added   an  imp 

1  host  wished  to  reveal  sometbii 
connexion  with  his  new  favoui 
lant.    He  felt  compelled,  not* 

defer  to  the  acknowledged  ne{ 
lims,  and  he  refrained  from  inter 
Mtely,  Sir  Wycherly  was  yet  : 
force  bis  own  wisbes. 
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^Let  all  quit — room/'  he  repeated  in  a 
voice  that  was  startling  by  its  unexpected 
fimmess,  and  equally  unexpected  distinctness. 
'' AU  but  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes— Admiral  Blue- 
water — Mr.  Rotherham.  Oentlemen — favour 
to  remain — ^rest  depart.'' 

Accustomed  to  obey  their  master's  orders, 
more  especially  when  given  in  a  tone  so  decided, 
the  domestics  quitted  the  room,  accompanied 
bj  Dutton ;  but  Tom  Wychecombe  saw  fit  to 
remain,  as  if  his  presence  were  to  be  a  matter 
of  course. 

**Do  me — ^favour — withdraw, — Mr.  Wyche- 
Gombe,"  resumed  the  baronet,  after  fixing  his 
gaze  on  his  nephew  for  some  time,  as  if  expect- 
ing him  to  retire  without  this  request. 

**  My  beloved  unde,  it  is  I — ^Thomas,  your 
own  brother's  son — ^your  next  of  kin — waiting 
anxiously  by  your  respected  bedside.  Do  not 
—do  not — confound  me  with  strangers.  Such 
a  forgetfulness  would  break  my  heart  !^ 

**  Forgive  me^  nephew — but  I  wish — alone 
with  these  gentle — ^head — ^getting — confused — ** 

**  You  see  how  it  isi  Sir  Oervaise  Oakes — 


p 


'I 
L 


98S  THE    TWO    ADMIRALS. 

you  see  bow  it  is,  Mr.  Rotberham.  Ah  !  there 
goes  the  coach  that  is  to  take  Admiral  Blue- 
water  to  his  boaL  My  uncle  wished  for  three 
witnesses  to  something,  and  I  can  remain  as  one 
of  the  three." 

"  Is  it  your  pleasure.    Sir  Wycherly,    to 
wish   to  see  us  alone  ? "    asked  Sii 
in  a  manner  that  showed  authority 
exercised  to  enforce  bis  request,  i 
uncle  still  desire  the  absence  of  bis  i 

A  sign  from  the  sick  man  inc 
affirmative  and  that  in  a  manner  t 
to  admit  of  mistake. 

"  You  perceive,  Mr.  Wychecombi 
your  uncle's  wisbefl,"  observed  Sii 
very  much  in  the  way  that  a  well-br 
intimates  to  an  inferior  the  complit 
pects ;  "  I  trust  bis  desire  will  n 
regarded  at  a  moment  like  this." 

**  I  am  Sir  Wycherly  Wycbecoml 
kin,"  said  Tom,  in  a  slightly  bull; 
**  and  no  one  has  the  same  ri^t  as 
and,  I  may  say,  his  heir,  to  be  at  hii 

"  That  depends  on  the  pleasure  i 
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Wychecombe  himself,  sir.  Ht  is  naster 
and  having  done  tne  the  honour  to  invite 
ider  his  roof  as  a  guest,  and  now  having 
(ted  to  see  me  alone,  with  others  be  has 
udy  named — one  of  whom  you  are  not— 
L  conceive  it  my  duty  to  see  his  wishes 

is  was  said  in  the  firm,  quiet  way,  that 
ibit  of  command  had  imparted  to  Sir  Ger- 
1  manner ;  and  T<Hn  began  to  see  it  might 
QgerouB  to  resist  It  was  important,  too, 
DDe  of  the  vice-admiral's  character  and 
n  should  have  naught  to  say  ^;ainst  him, 
i  event  of  any  future  controversy ;  and, 
ig  a  few  professions  of  respect,  and  of  his 
!  to  please  his  uncle,   Tom  quitted  the 

gleam  of  satisfaction  shot  over  the  sick 
1  countenance,  as  his  nephew  disappeared ; 
then  his  eye  turned  slowly  towards  the 

'  thickness  of  his 
culty  of  utterance 
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I  want  all  —  respectable  —  witneaaes   in  the 

house." 

*'  My  friend  has  left  us,  I  understmd," 
returned  Sir  Gervaise,  "  insisting  on  his  hafait 
of  never  sleeping  out  of  his  ship ;  but  At- 
wood  must  soon  be  back ;  I  hope  he  will  an- 
swer ! " 

A  taga  of  assent  was  given ;  and  then  there 
was  the  pause  of  a  minute  or  two  ere  the  secr^ 
tary  made  his  appearance.  As  soon,  however, 
as  he  had  returned,  the  three  collected  around 
the  baronet's  bed,  not  without  some  of  the 
weakness  which  men  are  supposed  to  have 
inherited  from  thetr  common  mother  Eve,  in 
connexion  with  the  motive  for  this  singular 
proceeding  of  the  baronet. 

**  Sir  Oervaise — Rolherham  — Mr.  Atwood," 
slowly  repeated  the  patient,  his  eye  pasang 
from  the  face  of  one  to  that  of  another,  as  be 
uttered  the  name  of  each ;  *<  three  witnesses — 
that  will  do — Thomas  said — must  have  tkrte — 
three  good  names.'" 

**  What  can  we  do  to  serve  you,  Sir  Wy- 
cherly  ?"  inquired  the  admiral,  with  real  intet^ 
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"  You  have  only  to  name  your  requests 
e  them  faithfully  attended  to."' 
Id  Sir  Michael  Wychecombe,  Knt. —  two 
-Margery  and  Joan.  Two  wives  —  two 
half-blood — Thomas,  James,  Charles,  and 
ry,  whole — Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe, 
Understand — hope — gentlemen  P  ** 
his  is  not  being  very  clear,  certainly," 
Ted  Sir  Gerraise ;  "  but,  perhaps,  by  get- 
o\A  of  the  other  end  of  the  rope,  we  may 
■run  it,  OS  we  sailors  say,  and  come  at  the 
ig — we  will  let  the  poor  man  proceed 
>Te.  Quite  plain,  my  dear  sir,  and  what 
ou  next  to  tell  us?  You  left  off  with 
only  Aa^  about  Sir  Reginald." 
alf'blood ;  only  haif— Tom  and  the  rest. 
Sir  Reginald,  no  nullitu — young  Tom, 
■ut," 

nuiUut,  Mr.  Rotherham  !     You  under- 
Latin,   sir ;  what  coo  a  nuUiut  mean  ? 

-L j-.u.-i.:-.    u_-i    '^t^ooii?" 

bt  scHnetimes 
ose,  singular, 
Ula,  nullum 
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hich  meaoB,  '  no  man,'  *  do  woman,'  '  no 
ling.'  NiilHut  means,  'of  no  man,'*  *of  no 
Oman,' '  of  no  thing.' " 

The  vicar  gave  this  explanation  much  in 
le  way  a  pedagogue  would  have  explained  the 
latter  to  a  class. 

"  Ay,  ay — any  school-boy  could  have  told 
lat,  which  is  the  first.form  learning.  But 
'hat  the  devil  can  '  Nom.  nuUut,  nuih,  <niy- 
im  :  Geo.  nullius,  nuUius,  nulliut,'  hare  to  do 
'ith  Mr.  Thomas  Wycbecombe,  the  nephew 
nd  heir  of  the  present  baronet  ?" 

"  That  is  more  than  I  can  inform  you.  Sir 
tervaise,"  answered  the  vicar,  stiffly ;  **  but, 
or  the  Latin,  I  will  take  upon  myself  to  ao- 
wer,  that  it  is  good." 

Sir  Oervaise  was  too  well-bred  to  lau^,  but 
le  found  it  difficult  to  suppress  a  smile. 

"  Well,  Sir  Wycherly,"  resumed  the  vioe- 
dmiral,  '*  this  is  quite  plain — Sir  Reginald  is 
nly  half,  while  your  nephew  Tom,  and  the 
est,  are  wAok^  Margery  and  Joan,  and  aU 
hat.     Anything  more  to  tell  us,  my  dear  sir  ?" 

"  Tom  not  whole  —  nullui,  I  wish  to  uy- 
ir  Reginald  half— no  nu/Zui." 
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fbts  is  like  being  at  sea  a  week  without 
ig  a  sight  of  the  sun  t  I  am  all  adrift, 
gentlemen." 

itr  Wycherl;  does  not  attend  to  bis  cases," 
1  Atwood  drily.  "  At  one  time,  he  is  in 
tnitive,  and  then  he  gets  back  to  the 
lative:   which   is  leaving  us  in  the  vo- 

^me,  come,  Atwood,  none  of  your  gun- 
wit  on  an  nccasion  so  solemn  as  this, 
ve  you  anything 
e  perfectly  under" 
:  whole — ^you  wish 
»ulUm.  Sir  It^i- 
imtUut." 

.med  the  old  man, 
llut.  Change  my 
le  other,  lately— 
»  make  htm  my 


lut  of  all  question, 
phew,  Tom,  your 
it  already,  does  it 
iron  Wychecombe 
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WRS  the  next  brother  of  the  baronet;  wu  he 

not,  Mr.  Rotherham  P" 

"  So  I  have  alvays  understood,  nr;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Wycbecombe  must  be  the  hdr- 
at-law." 

"No  —  no — nullm  —  nullut,""  repeated  Sir 
Wycherly,  with  so  much  eagemeu  as  to  make 
his  voice  nearly  indistinct ;  "  Sir  Reginald — 
Sir  Reginald— Sir  Reginald  ?" 

*'  And  pray,  Mr.  Rotherham,  who  may  thi» 
Sir  Reginald  be  i*  Some  old  baronet  of  the 
family,  I  presume?" 

"  Not  at  all,  sir ;  it  is  Sir  Reginald  Wycbe- 
combe  of  Wychecombe-Regis,  Herts;  a  ba- 
ronet  of  Queen  Anne's  time,  and  a  descendant 
from  a  cadet  of  this  family,  I  am  told." 

"  This  is  getting  on  soundings.  I  had  taken 
it  into  my  head  this  Sir  Reginald  was  some 
old  fellow  of  the  reign  of  one  of  the  Plants- 
genets.  Well,  Sir  Wycherly,  do  you  wish  us 
to  send  an  express  into  Hertfordshire,  in  quett 
of  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe,  who  is  quite 
likely  your  executor  ?  Do  not  give  youradf 
the  pain  to  speak ;  a  sign  will  answer." 
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Wycherty  Beemed  struck  witb  the  sug- 
o,  wbicb}  the  reader  will  readily  under- 
,  was  far  from  being  his  real  meaning ; 
ben  he  smiled,  and  nodded  his  head  in 
batioD. 

Gervaise*  with  the  promptitude  of  a  man 
sinesB,  turned  to  the  table  where  the  vicar 
litten  notes  to  the  medical  men,  and  dio 

a   short   letter  to  his   secretary.     This 

he  signed,  and  in  five  minutes  Atwood 
he  room,  to  order  it  to  be  immediately 
rded  by  express.  When  this  was  done, 
dmiral  rubbed  bis  hands  in  satisfaction, 

man  who  felt  he  had  got  himself  cleverly 
t  a  knotty  difficulty. 

'.  donH  see,  after  all,  Mr.  Rotherham,"  he 
ired  to  the  vicar,  as  they  stood  together 
:omer  of  the  room,  waiting  the  return  of 
ecretary,  "  what  he  lugged  in  that  school- 
Latin  for — nuUus,  nulla,  nullum!  Can 
-    '"      -  '  '-'hat?* 

IB  Sir  Wycherly's  desire 
ginald,  being  descended 
was  nobody — as  yet,  bad 
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voman — and  I  believe  be  is  not  maxried — 

was  poor,  or  had  '  no  thing.' "" 

And  is  Sir  Wycherly  such  a  desperstt 
>Iar,  that  he  would  express  hiniidf  in  tbu 
oglyphical  manner,  on  what,  I  fe«r,  viU 
re  to  be  bis  death-bed  P  " 

Why,  Sir  GervaiBe,  Sir  Wycherly  was 
»ted  like  all  other  youag  geotlemem  but 
forgotten  most  of  his  classics,  in  the  coune 

long  life  of  ease  and  affluence.  la  it  not 
lable,  now,  that  his  reo^ectioD  has  return* 
to  him  suddenly,  in  consequence  <^  this 
jtimi  of  the  head  ?  I  think  I  bare  read 
lome  curious  insLaaces  of  these  retriTing 
lories,  on  a  deatb-bed,  or  after  a  fit  of 
nesa." 
Ay,  that  you  may  have  done ! "  exdaioied 

Gervaise,  smiling;  "and  poor,  good  Sir 
cherly,  must  have  begun  afresh,  at  tbt 
'  place  where  be  left  off.  But  hoe  is  At- 
d,  again." 

iter  a  short  consuIlatioD,  the  three  choaea 
lesset  returned  to  the  bed-dd^  the  admiral 
g  spokesman. 


'^"",ii|ir'f 
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**  The  expreas  will  be  off  in  ten  minutes. 
Sir  Wycherly,"  he  said ;  *'  and  you  may  hope 
to  see  your  relative  in.  the  course  of  the  next 
two  or  three  days.^ 

*^  Too  late — too  late»^  murmured  the  patient, 
who  had  an  inward  eonsciousneso  of  his  true 
situation  ;  **  too  late  —  turn  the  will  round •-^ 
Sir  R^ald»  Tom  ;~  Tom  — Sir  Reginald. 
Turn  the  will  round.'' 

''Turn  the  will  round  I  —  this  is  very  ex- 
plidt)  genfkmen^  to  those  who  can  understand 
it  Sir  Reginald,  Tom;  — Tom,  Sir  Regi- 
nald. At  all  events,  it  is  clear  that  his  mind 
is  dwelling  on  the  disposition  of  his  property, 
since  he  speaks  of  wills.  Atwood,  make  a  note 
of  these  words,  that  there  need  be  no  mistake. 
I  wonder  be  has  said  nothing  pf  our  brave 
young  lieutenant,  his  namesake.  There  can 
be  no  harm,  Mr.  Rotherham,  in  just  mention- 
ing that  fine  fellow  to  him,  in  a  moment  like 
this?" 

'M  see  none,  sir.     It  is  .otir  duty  to  remind 
the  sick  of  their  duties>^ 

**Dio  you.  not  .wash  to  see  your  young  name* 

02 
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ike,  Lteulenant  Wyckerly  Wychecombe,  Sir 
^^cherlyp"  asked  tlie  admiral;  suffidentljr 
nphasising  tbe  Chriatiaa  name.  **  He  must 
e  in  tbe  hous^  and  I  dare  say  vouU  be 
appj  to  obey  your  wishe*." 

"  I  hope  be  is  well,  sir— fine  yoang  geolle- 
lan — honour  to  tbe  name,  sir." 

"  Quite  true,  Sir  Wycberly ;  and  an  honour 
>  tbe  nation,  too." 

"  Didn't  know  Virginia  was  a  nation — w 
luch  the  better — fine  young  Virginian,  arJ" 

*'  Of  your  familif,  no  doubt,  Sir  Wycberly, 
i  well  as  of  your  name,"  added  tbe  admiral, 
ho  secretly  suspected  tbe  young  sailor  at 
;ing  a  son  of  tbe  baronet,  notwithstanding 
II  he  bad  beard  to  the  contrary.  "An  ex- 
wdingly  fine  young  man,  and  an  bcHiour  to 
ly  house  in  England  1 " 

"  I  suppose  they  have  houses  in  Vii^ma— 
id  climate;  bouses  necessary.  No  relative, 
r ; — probably  a  nuUm.  Many  WycbecombeSi 
■tUutei.  Tom,  a  nullut  —  this  young  gentle- 
lan,  a  nu/Ztu— Wychecotnbes  of  Surrey,  all 
iUutet — Sir  Reginald,  no  nulltu ;  but  a  half 
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Kmus,  James,  Charles,  and  Gregory,  aU 
•-.  1li.j  brother,  Baron  Wychecombe,  told 
before  be  died." 

WhoU  what.  Sir  Wjcherly  ?"  sslced  the 
ral,  ft  littie  vexed  at  the  obscurity  of  the 
'm  laoguage. 

31ood  —  whole  blood,  sir.  Capital  law, 
GeTvaiae;   had   it  from   the  baron — first 

ow,  one  of  the  peculiaritiea  of  England  is, 
in  the  division  of  labour,  few  linov  any- 
l  material  about  the  law  except  the  pro- 
mal  men.  Even  their  knowledge  is  di- 
d  and  Bub-dtrided,  in  a  way  that  makes  a 
fair  division  of  profit.  Thus,  the  convey- 
T  is  not  a  barrister ;  the  barrister  is  not  an 
mey ;  and  the  chancery  practitioner  would 

0  unsafe  adviser  for  one  of  the  common  law 
ts.     That  particular  provision  of  the  com- 

1  law,  which  Baron  Wycheoombe  bad  men> 
'       '  •    *      ■  the  rule  of  the  half- 

ide,  or  modified,  by 
ten  years ;  but  few 
!  at  all  likely  to  know 


I        I  * 
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unprolMilnlitieB  enough  for  a  hundred.    That 

Sir  Qervaase   and  his  oompanions  should  be 

ignonuit  of  the  <'law  of  the  half-blood''   is, 

consequently,  Tery  much  a  matter  of  course; 

and  no  one  ought  to  be  surprised  that  the 

worthy   faaronet^s    repeated    allusions  to   the 

''wholes**    and    the    <<half,^  were    absolutely 

enigmas,  which  neither  had  the  knowledge  ne* 

oeasary  to  explain. 

^^Wliat   can  the  poor  fellow  mean?^    de* 
manded  the  admiral,  more  concerned  than  he 
remembered  ever  before  to  have  been  on  any 
similar  occasion.    ''One  could  wish  to  serve 
Um  as  much  as  possible^  but  all  this    about 
'  mi //iM,^  and  '  whole  blood,'  and  '  half,'  is  so 
much   gibberish  to  me — can  you   make  any- 
thing of  it,— eh,  Atwood  ?  " 

''Upon  my  word,  Sir  Gervaise,  it  seems  a 
Blatter  for  a  judge  rather  than  for  man-of- 
wai^s  men  like  ourselves.^' 

^*It  certainly  can  have  no  connexion  with 
t^  rising  of  the  Jacobites  ?  That  is  an  afPair 
likely  to  trooUe  a  loyal  subject  in  his  last 
moments,  Mr.  Rotherham.* 
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**  Sir  Wycherly's  habits  and  age  forfaifl  the 
idea  that  he  knows  more  of  that,  ar,  than  ii 
known  to  us  oil.  His  requestt  however,  to 
<  turn  the  wUl  round,'  I  conceiTe  to  be  alto- 
gether explicit.  Several  capital  treatises  haTf 
appeared  lately  on  the  *  human  will,'  and  I 
regret  to  say,  my  honoured  Mend  and  patrao 
has  not  always  been  quite  as  orthodox  on  that 
point  as  I  could  wish.  I  therefore  consider  bit 
words  an  evidence  of  a  hearty  repentance." 

Sir  Gervaise  looked  about  him,  as  was  hit 
habit  when  any  droll  idea  crossed  his  mind ; 
but  again  suppressing  the  inclination  to  smile, 
he  answered  with  suitable  gravity— 

"  I  understand  you,  sir ;  you  think  all  these 
inexplicable  terms  are  connected  with  Sir  Wy- 
cherly's religious  feelings.  You  may  certainly 
be  right,  for  it  exceeds  my  knowledge  to  con- 
nect them  with  anything  else.  I  wish,  nolwith* 
standing,  he  had  not  disowned  this  noble  young 
lieutenant  of  ours.  Is  it  quite  certain  the 
young  man  is  a  Virginian  ? 

"  So  I  have  always  understood  it,  sir.  He 
has  never  been  known  in  this  part  of  England, 
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I  be  wu  landed  from  a  frigate  in  the  roads, 
i  cured  of  a  serious  wound.  I  think  none 
}ir  Wycfaerl/s  allusions  have  the  least 
■ence  to  Aim." 

r  Gerraiae  Oakes  now  joined  his  hands 
ad  bis  back,  and  walked  several  times, 
ter-deck  fuhton,  to  and  fro  in  the  room, 
ach  turn  his  eyes  glanced  towards  the  bed, 

be  ever  found  the  gaze  of  the  sick  man 
Dusly  fastened  on  himself.     This  satisSed 

that  religion  had  nothing  to  do  with  his 
's  manifeBt  desire  to  make  himself  under- 
1;  and  his  own  trouble  was  greatly  in- 
led.  It  seemed  to  him  as  if  a  dying  man 
making  incessant  appeals  to  his  aid,  without 
laog  in  his  power  to  aSbrd  it.  It  was  not 
ibie  for  a  generous  man,  like  Sir  Gertaise, 
ibmit  to  such  a  feeling  without  an  effort ; 
be  soon  went  to  the  side  of  the  bed  again, 
nnined  to  bring  the  affair  to  some  intelli- 

■  Wycberly,  you  could 
put  pen,  ink,  and  paper 
,  aa  a  sort  of  desperate 
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■nieal   use,  alao,  be  put  into  the  hi 
r  Gervaise  as  Boon  as    they  entered 
,  much  as  he  would  bave  laid  befon 
ior    an  order  to  sign,  or  a  copy  of  a  It 
:  secretary  ot  tbe  Navy  Board, 
riiu  is  as  bad  as  tbe  '  nulluit''"  excli 
Hrraiae,  after  endeavouiing  to  de<n| 
emwl  in  Tain.    "  What  Is  thb  first  w< 
Rotherbam — 'Iridi,'  is  it  not,— bey* 
l?- 
[  beliere  it  is  no  more  than  '  I-n,*  stretc 

much  more  paper  than  is  necessaTy/' 
You  are  right  enough,  vicar ;  and  tbe  i 
he,'  though  it  looks  like  cAffvauJ!  defrii 
t   foUows  ?      It  looks   like   ■  maiw^-ii 
ood?" 

I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir  Gerraiie ;  this  1 
a  is  what  I  should  call  an  elongated 
next  is  certainly  an  a ;  tbe  diird  looks 

waves  of  a  river —  ah  !  it  is  an  m ; 
last  is  an  e  —  n-a-m-e— that  makes  *  nai 

ded  the   vicar,   aod 
If  God.'" 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Bid  pbjriiciau  talk  out  reiot  to  tonper, 
And  nith  an  argument  Dew-tet  &  polM ; 
Then  ibink,  my  iMdi  of  rewoning  into  Iotc 

While  the  aceae  just  related  took  place  id 
be  chamber  of  the  sick  man.  Admiral  Blue- 
rater,  Mrs.  Dutton,  aod  Mildred  left  the 
lOuse  in  the  old  &mily  coach.  The  reai^«diniral 
ad  pertinaciously  determined  to  adhere  to  hit 
ifactice  of  sleeping  in  his  ship ;  and  the  maa- 
er  in  which  be  had  offered  seats  to  bia  two 
dr  companions — for  Mrs.  Dutton  still  de- 
nied to  be  thus  termed — has  already  been 
■en.  The  motive  was  simply  to  remove  tbm 
om  any  further  brutal  exhilHtiona  of  Duttoo'i 
ipidity,  while  he  continued  in  his  preacnt 
umour;  and,  thus  influenced,  it  is  not  |Ht>* 
ible  that  the  gallant  old  sailor  would  be  likdy 
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dl,  more  than  iru  cbaduCeljr  necentr 

unpleaMiit  scene  of  which  he  had  bee 
ess.  In  fact,  iM>  alluskm  was  made  I 
rio^  the  quarter  of  an  hour  the  pari 
ivlag  team  the  Hall  to  the  atation-boua 

•U  apoke  irilh  regret,  —  Mildred  wit 
anate  taidemesa  even,  —  of  poor  S 
lerly  ;  and  several  adecdotes,  indieatii 
I  goodness  of  heart,  were  eagerly  itlatf 
iaewater  by  the  two  females,  as  the  ca 

ttaored  heavily  along.  In  the  time  mei 
i  tbe  vehicle  drew  up  before  the  do< 
e  cottage,  and  all  three  alighted. 

the  morning  of  that  day  bad  been  veUe 
ist,  the  BUD  bad  set  in  at  dcMjdless  a  sk 
I  often  arched  above  the  island  of  Orel 
IJD.  The  night  was  what  in  that  regio 
rmed  a  clear  moonlight  It  was  certain] 
the  mimic  day  that  is  so  often  enjoyed  i 
T  atmospheres,  but  the  panorama  of  tl 
l-land  was  clothed  in  a  soft,  magical  sort  i 
HliitioctBess,  that  rendered  objects  sufl 
tly  obvious,  and  exceedingly  beautifu 
,  — _j~j    .1, — [J  swells  of  the  land,  ho" 
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vard  to  the  eye,  verdant  and  smooth ;  wh3e 
'  fine  oaka  of  the  park  formed  a  shadowy 
:kground  to  the  picture,  inland.     Seaward, 

ocean  wa§  glittering,  like  a  reversed  plane 
the  firmament,  far  as  eye  could  reach.  If 
'  own  hemisphere,  or  rather  this  latitude, 
y  boast  of  purer  skies  than  are  enjoyed  by 

mother  country,  the  latter  has  a  vast  supe- 
rity  in  the  tint  of  the  water.  Wble  the 
ole  American  coast  is  bounded  by  a  vast, 
[1-looking  sheet  of  sea-green,  the  deep  Uue 
the  wide  ocean  appears  to  be  carried  close 
ne  to  the  shores  of  Europe.  This  gloriooc 
t,  from  which  the  term  of  "  ultra  marine" 

been  derived,  is  most  remarkable  in  the 
diterranean,  that  sea  of  delights;  but  it  is 
t  with  all  along  the  rock-bound  coasts  <rf 

Peninsula  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  extend* 

through  the  British  Channel,  until  it  is  in 
leasure  tost  on  tbe  shoals  of  the  North  Sea: 
be  revived,  however,  in  the  profound  depths 
the  ocean  that  laves  the  wild  and  romantic 
St  of  Norway. 
*  Tis  a  glorious  night  I"  exclaimed  Blue- 


THE    TWO    ADMIRALS.  805 

,  as  be  banded  Mildred,  the  last,  from  the 
ge ;  **  and  ooe  can  hardly  wish  to  enter  a 
t  it  swing  ever  so  lazily." 
leep  is  out  of  the  question,"  returned 
ed,  sorrowfully.  "  These  are  nights  in 
eren  the  weary  are  reluctant  to  lose 
coDsciousness ;  but  who  can  sleep  while 
is  this  uncertainty  about  dear  Sir  Wy- 

rejoice  to  hear  you  say  this,  Mildredi" — 
iously,  and  un- 
t  companion, — 
s,  for  I  am  an 
te ;  and  I  shall 
[fs.  Dutton  to 
!  in  walking  on 
iam  Yoke,  my 
e  barge ;  I  can 
he  surgeons  by 
Kcasion  for  my 
•^  and  pleasant 

a  the  coxswain. 
rere  in  waiting 
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t,  in  the  ordinary  aente  of  tbe  vord, 
ad.  No  xessel  under  bb  nHnnuad  ev 
lubberly  look ;  and  no  ship  tbat  had  ai 

in  heTj  fsfled  to  have  It  brought  out 
The  vics-admiral  was  familiar  with  tfa 
lortairt  fact— one  that  members  equally 
ss  aad  of  Parliasnent  are  lo  apt  to  fc 
r  rather  not  to  know  at  all  —  that  ti 
icy  of  a  whole  fleet,  as  a  fleets  is  aect 

brought  down  to  the  lerd  of  its  wta 

Of  little  avail  is  it  that  four  or  6' 

■  of  a  sqnadron  sail  fast  and  work  we 

eight  or  ten  that  remain  behave  bad 
ae  dull.  A  separation  of  tbe  vessels 
levitable  conseqaenee,  when  the  fm>perti 

are  thoroughly  tried ;  and  tbe  divirion  ' 
X  is  the  first  step  towards  its  defeat,  as  i 
ir  concentration  is  a  leading  condition 
ry.  As  tbe  poorer  vessels  cannot  imita 
«tter,  the  good  are  compelled  to  regula 

~  '    '     the  had ;  which  is  at  OU' 

down  the  best  rilipt  of 
Is  worst ; — the  propositit 
lebced. 
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Sir  QerTaise  Oakes  was  so  great  a  faTouriu, 
lat  all  he  asked  was  usually  conceded  to  him. 
ne  of  bis  conditions  was,  that  his  veaA 
lould  sail  equally  well.  "  If  you  give  nc 
«t  ships,"  he  said,  "  I  can  overtake  the  eoe 
ly;  if  dull,  the  enemy  can  overtake  me;  tai 
leave  you  to  say  which  course  will  be  iDOi< 
kely  to  bring  on  an  action.  At  any  rate,  gin 
le  comortt ;  not  one  flyer  and  one  drag,  bui 
nsels  that  can  keep  within  hail  of  each  otbn 
ithout  anchoring."  The  Admiralty  profetKC 
very  desire  to  oblige  the  gallant  commander 
nd,  as  he  was  resolved  never  to  quit  llx 
'lantagenet  until  she  was  worn  out,  it  '* 
idispensably  necessary  to  6nd  as  many  fu 
essels  as  possible,  to  keep  her  company.  Th< 
!sult  was  literally  a  fleet  of  ^'htHws,"  > 
lalleygo  used  to  call  it ;  and  it  was  generall; 
lid  in  the  service,  that  "  Oakes  had  •  squadra 
f  flyers,  if  not  a  flying  squadron.'' 

Vessels  like  these  just  mentioned  are  usuiU; 
jrmmetrical  and  graceful  to  the  eye,  as  well  ■ 
ut.  This  fact  was  apparent  to  Mildred,  sc 
ustomed  as  she  was  to  the  sight  of  ships;  an* 
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tured  to  exprege  m  mucb>  after  she  and 
ipanion  had  stood  quite  a  minute  od  the 
azing   at  the  grand  spectacle  beneath 

nir  Teasels  look  even  handsomer  than 
D,  Admiral  Bluevater,"  she  said, 
{h  a  ship,  to  me,  is  always  an  attractive 

tiis  is  because  they  are  handsomer  than 
11,  nay  pretty  critic.  Vice-Admiral 
is  an  officer  who  will  no  more  tolerate 
ly  ship  in  bis  fleet  than  a  peer  of  the 
will  marry  any  woman  but  one  who  is 
ome;  unless  indeed  she  happen  to  be 
■singly  rich." 

have  heard  that  men  are  accustomed  to 
leir  hearts  under  such  an  influence,"  said 
ed,  laughing ;  **  but  I  did  not  know 
-  that  they  were  ever  frank  enough  to 
ill" 

rk«  L..,.~i.^~„  i^(^  been  imparted  by  a 
pose,"  returned  the  rear 
lanner ;  "  I  wish  I  stood 
tntal  relation  to  you,  my 
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young  fricDd,  to  venture  to  gi 

also.  Never,  before,  did  I 
wish  to  warn  a  humaa  being  t 
that  I  fear  is  impending  o^ 
presume  to  take  the  liberty." 

"  It  is  not  a  liberty,  but 
any  one  of  a  danger  that  ia  kn 
and  not  to  the  person  who  inci 
least  so  it  appears  to  the  eyes 
giri." 

"  Yes,  if  the  dmger  was 
these  cliffs,  or  of  setting  fire  i 
any  other   visible  calamity. 
ferent  when  young  ladiss,  and  i 
heart,  are  concerned." 

"  Certainly,  I  can  perceive 
answered  Uildredi  after  a  sho: 
can  understand  tlut  the  same  f 
not  scruple  to  give  the  alsj 
physical  danger  would  hesStati 
at  one  of  a  moral  diaracter. 
Adniral  Bluewater  think  a 
m^  of  Buffideat  importance  t 
ble  to  interest  himself  in  her 
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le  would  Dot  shrink  from  pointing  out 
It  ia  a  terrible  word  to  sleep  on  ; 
confess,  bendes  a  little  UIleasine«^  to  a 
eal  of  curiosity,  to  l^now  more." 
bis  is  said,  Mildred,  because  you  are 
istomed  to  the  shocis  which  the  tongue 
e  man  may  give  your  seoffltive  feelings." 
InaccustoHiedl-  sad  Mildred,  trembling 
It  the  wesjiness  was  apparent  to  her 
uuoo.  "Umsccustomed!  Alas  I  Admi- 
luewater,  cui  thU  be  so,  after  what  you 
seen  and  heard  ! " 

Pardon  me,  dear  child ;  nothmg  was  far- 
rrom  my  thoughts  than  to  wish  to  revi™ 
:  unpUasant  recoUec«iona  If  I  thought  I 
Id  be  Ibrgiresi,  I  might  venture  yet  to 
il  my  secret;  Ibr  never  before,  though  I 
ot  teU  the  reason  of  so  sudden  and  so 
urdinaiy  an  interest  in  one  who  is  almost 


N^  no.  not  a  stranger,  dear  sir.  After 
lay ;  after  you  hare  been 
irere  by  accident,  to  one 
■  aft^  all  that  was  ssid  in 
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the  carriage;  and  the  terrible  scenes  mj  be- 
loved mother  went  through  in  jour  presence 
to  tnany  years  since,  you  can  never  be  a 
stranger  to  u>,  whatever  may  be  your  owd  ds- 
sire  to  fancy  yourself  on&" 

*'  Girl,  you  do  not  fascinate,  you  do  Dot 
charm  me,  but  you  bind  me  to  you  in  a  war 
I  did  not  think  it  in  the  power  of  any  bumso 
being  to  subjugate  my  feetinga  I" 

This  was  said  with  so  much  energy  tbit 
Mildred  dropped  the  arm  she  held,  and  actu- 
ally recoiled  a  step,  if  not  in  alarm,  at  least 
in  surprise.  But,  on  looking  up  into  the  face 
of  her  companion,  and  perceiving  large  tears 
actually  glistening  on  bis  cheek,  and  seeing 
the  hair  that  exposure  and  mental  cares  had 
whitened  more  than  time,  all  her  ooofidence 
returned,  and  she  resumed  the  place  she  liad 
abandoned,  of  her  own  accord,  and  as  naturally 
as  a  daughter  would  have  clung  to  the  side 
of  a  father. 

"  I  am  sure  sir,  my  gratitude  for  this  in- 
terest ought  to  be  quite  equal  to  the  honour 
it  does  me,"  Mildred  said,  earnestly.    "  And, 
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Admiral  Bluewater,  do  not  hesitate  to 
to  me  with  the  frankness  that  a  parent 
use.  I  will  listen  with  the  respect  and 
ice  of  a  daughter." 

ben  do  listen  to  what  I  have  to  say,  and 
DO  answer^  if  you  find  yourself  wounded 
* — * —  T  —  '-"-ing.  It  would  seem 
ject  on  whidi  a  man* 
ow,  can  speak  to  a 
be  gets  ber  aloo^ 
moon;  and  that  is 
tin,  my  dear,  for,  if 
a  awkward  a  sultject, 
atf.  I  faardly  know 
in  behalf  of  any  one ; 
ot  an  appeal  to  your 
;    against   bestowing 

31uewater !    Do  you 


t  is  best  known  to 
I  am  certain;  the 
ye,  affects  to  admire 
>t ;  and  when  young 
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women  are  led  to  believe  tbej  are  loied,  it  U 
a  strong  appeal  to  all  their  generoua  fedii^  to 
answer  the  passion,  if  not  with  eqiul  wvmth, 
at  least  with  sotnething  very  Uke  it." 

"  Affects  to  admire,  sir  I  And  why  iboukl 
any  one  he  at  the  pains  oF  affecting  feehngi 
towards  me,  that  they  do  not  actually  ento^ 
tain?  I  have  neither  rank,  nor  oM»ey,  to 
bribe  any  one  to  be  guilty  of  an  bypocroy 
so  mean,  and  which,  in  my  case*  would  be  u 
motiTeleSB." 

"  Yeii  if  it  were  motivriess  to  win  the  no*) 
beautiful  creature  in  England !  But,  no  nut 
ter.  We  will  not  stop  to  analyze  motiTn, 
when^c'j  are  what  we  aim  at.  I  should  think 
there  must  be  some  passion  in  this  youth's 
suit,  and  that  will  only  inalce  it  so  much  the 
more  dangerous  to  its  object.  At  all  events 
I  feel  a  deep  conviction  that  he  is  altogether 
unworthy  of  you.  This  is  a  bold  exprenicn 
of  opinion  on  an  acquaintance  oi  a  ^j;  but 
there  are  such  reasons  for  it,  that  a  man  of  ny 
time  of  life,  if  unprejudiced,  can  scarcdy  be 
deceived." 
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'  All  this  is  Ycty  dnguUr,  sir,  and  I  ha 
oit  used  your  own  word  of  '  alanning,' 
iied  Mildred,  ^^tly  agitated  by  curiosity 

more  amused.  "  I  shall  be  as  frank,  a 
indf,  and  say  that  you  judge  the  gentlema 
■hly.     Mr.  Rotherbam   may  not   have   al 

qualities  tbat  a  clergyman  ought  to  poi 
1,  but  he  is  fiv  from  being  a  bad  mai 
>d  ot  bad,  however,  it  is  not  probable  tht 
will  carry  hii  transient  partiality  any  fai 
r  than  be  has  gone  already." 
'  Bir.  Rotberham !     I  have  neither  thougt 

sptdcen  of  the  pious  vicar  at  all  I "" 
ilildred   was    now    sadly    confused.      Mi 
iberbam   bad  made  bis  proposals   for  lu 
r  the  day  before,  and  he  had  been  mildlj 

firmly  refused.  The  recent  occurrence  wi 
orally  uppermost  in  her  mind ;  and  tl 
jecture  tbat  her  rejected  suitor,  under  tl 
uence  of  win^  might  have   communicate 

state  of  his  wishes,  or  what  be  fancied 
the  state  of  his  wishes,  to  her  companioi 
hat  she  had  fallen  into  tl 
t  reflection. 
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'*  I  beg  pardon>  sir  —  I  really  imagined/ 
he  coofused  girl  aniwered ;  "  but,  it  w»  ■ 
latural  mistake  for  toe  to  suppose  you  meaoi 
VIr.  Rotherham,  as  he  is  the  only  person  wba 
las  ever  spoken  to  my  mother  on  the  subject 
>r  anything  like  a  preference  for  me." 

"  I  should  have  less  fear  of  those  who  spoke 
0  your  mother,  Mildred,  than  of  those  who 
poke  only  to  you.  As  I  hate  ambiguity,  bow> 
Ter,  I  will  say,  at  onc^  that  my  allusioD  was 
0  Mr.  Wychecombe." 

"  Mr.  Wychecombe,  Admiral  Bluewater  ! " 
nd  the  veteran  felt  the  arm  that  leaned  oo 
lim  tremble  violently,  a  sad  oonfirmatitHi  (tf 
ven  more  than  he  apprehended,  or  be  would 
ot  have  been  bo  abrupt.  **  Surely,  surdy  tbe 
'aming  you  mean  cannot,  ought  not  to  apply 
>  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Wycbecombe's  standing 
nd  character !" 

"  Such  is  the  world.  Miss  Dutton,  and  we 
Id  seamen,  in  particular,  get  to  know  it,  wbc- 
lier  willingly  or  not  My  sudden  interest  in 
ou,  the  recollection  of  former,  but  painful 
»nes,  and  the  events  of  the  day,  have  made 
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watchful,  and,  you  will  add,  bold, — 
n  KSolTcd  to  speftk,  eveo  at  the  risk 
bliging  you  for  ever, —  and,  in  speak) 
lOst  say,  that  I  never  met  with  a  ym 
I  who  has  made  so  unfavourable  an 
sioQ  on  me  as  this  same  Mr.  Wye 
be." 

lildred,  UDCoosciouily  to  herself,  withd 
arm,  and  she  felt  astonished  at  her  c 
ly,  in  so  suddenly  becoming  sufficiei 
mate  with  a  stranger  to  permit  bim  t 
lisparage  a  confirmed  friend. 
'  I  am  sorry,  dr,  that  you  entertain  so 
»ent  an  opinion  of  one  who  is,  I  belit 
eneral  favourite  in  this  part  of  the  co 
"  she  answered,  with  a  coldness  that  i 
ed  her  manner  marked. 
'  I  perceive  I  shall  share  the  fate  of 
rdcome  counseUors,  but  can  only  blame 
I  presumption.  Mildred,  we  live  in  i 
ilous  times,  and  God  knows  what  is 

a  the  next  few  mon 
inexplicable  interest  i 

ire  that  I   shall  veni 
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till  to  offeod.  I  like  not  this  Bfr.  Wj<Ji^ 
ombe,  who  is  bo  devout  an  admirer  of  your^ 
«al  or  affected;  and,  as  to  the  liking  of  de- 
>endants  for  the  heir  of  a  connd^ttble  estate, 
t  is  so  much  a  matter  of  course  that  I  count 
t  nothing." 

"The  heir  of  a  considerable  estate  I"  le- 
leated  Mildred,  in  a  voice  to  which  the  □*- 
Ural  sweetness  returned,  quietly  resuming  the 
rm  she  had  so  unceremonioualy  dropped. 
'  Surely,  dear  sir,  you  are  not  speaking  <rf 
ilr.  Thomas  Wydiecombe,  Sir  Wycberly's 
lephew?" 

"  Of  whom  else  should  I  speak  P  Has  he 
lot  been  your  shadow  the  whole  day  ? — so 
aarked  in  his  attentions  as  scarce  to  deen 
i  necessary  to  conceal  his  suiL" 

"  Has  it  really  struck  you  thuS)  sir  ?  I 
onfess  I  did  not  so  consider  it.  We  are  so 
auch  at  home  at  the  Hall,  that  we  rather 
xpect  all  of  that  family  to  be  kind  to  us. 
)ut,  whether  you  are  right  in  your  conjecture 
ir  not,  Mr.  Thomas  Wycbecombe  can  never 
le  aught  to  me ;  and,  as  proof,  Admiral  Blue- 
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.  that  I  take  your  warning  as  it  is  meant, 
idnesB  and  sincerity,  I  will  add,  that  be 
a  very  particular  faTourita" 
njoice  to  here  it.  Now  there  is  his 
ske,  our  young  lieutenant,  as  gallant 
IS  noble  s  fellow  as  ever  lived, — would  to 
en  he  was  not  so  wrapt  up  in  his  pro- 
n  as  to  be  insensible  to  any  beauties 
those  of  a  ship  Were  you  rny  own 
bter,  Mildred,  I  could  ^re  you  to  that 
nth  ab  much  freedom  as  I  would  give 
ny  estate,  were  he  my  son." 
ildred  smiled, — and  it  was  archly,  though 
nthout  a  shade  of  sorrow,  too, — but  she 
auffident  self-command  to  keep  her  feeU 
to  herself,  and  too  much  maiden  reserve 
to  shrink  from  betraying  her  weakness 
ne  who,  after  all,  was  little  more  than 
anger. 

I  dare  say,  sir,"  she  answered^  with  an 
[>erhaps  venial,  "  that 
orld  has  judged  both 
Mr.  Thomas  Wyche- 
all  you   heard   from 
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■ay  poor  father,  is  not  likely  to  think  Knoiulj 
if  me ;  and  I  will  answer  for  my  own  fedingi 
IS  regards  Aim,  I  am,  in  no  manner,  a  proper 
lerson  to  become  Lady  Wychecombe ;  and,  I 
:rust,  I  should  have  the  prudence  to  decline 
he  honour,  were  it  even  offered  to  me.  Believe 
ne,  air,  my  father  would  have  hdd  a  different 
anguage  to-night  had  it  not  been  for  ^ 
lVycherly*s  wine  and  the  many  loyal  toasts 
hat  were  drunk.  He  mtut  be  consdoiu,  to 
lis  reflecting  moments,  that  a  child  of  his  is 
insulted  to  so  high  a  station.  Our  prospect! 
n  life  were  once  better  than  they  are  now, 
Vdmiral  Bluewater,  but  they  have  never  beca 
uch  as  to  raise  these  high  expectations  in 

IS." 

"  An  officer's  daughter  nuy  always  claim 
o  be  a  gentlewoman,  my  dear;  and,  as  such, 
ou  might  become  the  wife  of  a  duke^  did  be 
Dve  you.  Since  I  find  my  warning  unne- 
essary,  however,  we  will  change  the  discourse. 
>id  not  something  extraordinary  occur  at  this 
liff  this  morning,  and  in  connection  with  this 
ery  Mr.  Thomas  Wychecombe  ?     Sir  Otr- 
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:  wu  my  iDfornunt ;  but  he  did  not  relate 
natter  Tery  clearly ." 

HQdred  explained  the  mistake,  and  then 
a  vivid  description  of  the  danger  in  wbtch 
rouDg  lieutenant  bad  been  placed,  as  well 
r  the  manner  in  which  he  had  extricated 
elf.  She  particularly  dwelt  on  the  extra- 
lary  presence  of  mind  and  resolution,  by 
IS  of  which  he  had  saved  his  life,  when  the 
!  first  gave  way  beneath  his  foot. 
All  this  is  well,  and  what  I  should  have 
cled  from  so  active  and  energetic  a 
h,"  returned  the  rear-admiral,  a  little 
ely ;  "  but,  I  confess  I  would  rather  it 
not  happened.  Your  inconsiderate  and 
ess  young  men,  who  risk  their  necks  idly, 
laces  of  this  sort,  seldom  have  much  in 
I,  after  all.  Had  there  been  a  motive,  it 
d  have  altered  the  case." 
Oh  I  but  there  wai  a  motive,  sir ;  he  was 
rom  doing  so  silly  a  thing  for  nothing  ! " 
e  motive,  pray  P  I  can 
n  why  a  man  of  sense 
over  a  cliff  as  menacing 
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this.  One  may  approach  it  by  moooli^it, 
t  in  the  day,  I  confew  to  yoii>  I  should  oat 
icy  standing  as  near  it  as  we  do  at  this 
ment." 

Mildred  was  much  embarrassed  tot  n  ao- 
er.  Her  own  heart  told  her  Wychcriy*s 
itive,  but  that  it  would  never  do  to  avow  to 
r  companion,  great  as  was  the  hapfniwM 
i  felt  in  avowing  it  to  bersel£  Gladly  would 
!  have  dianged  the  discourse;  but,  as  this 
lid  not  be  done,  she  yielded  to  her  aadve 
egrity  of  character,  and,  told  the  truth,  as 
as  she  told  anything. 

"  The  flowers  that  grow  on  the  sunny  itde 
these  rocks,  Admiral  Bluewater,  are  sii^a' 
ly  fragrant  and  beautiful,"  she  said  ;  "  and 
iring  my  mother  and  myself  speaking  of 
mx,  and  how  much  the  former  ddi^ted  in 
m,  though  they  were  bo  seldom  to  be  had, 
just  ventured  over  the  cliff;  not  here,  where 
is  so  very  perpendicular,  but  yonder,  where 
i  may  cling  to  it  very  wdl,  with  a  little 
e;  and  it  was  in  venturing  a  little,  just  a 
y  little  too  far,  he  told  me  himself,  sir,  to- 
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Rer  diDDer,  that  the  stone  bioke,  and 
ddat  occumd.  I  do  not  thinli  Mr. 
srly  Wychecombe  in  the  leaat  fool-hardy. 
It  at  aU  diipoied  to  seek  a  liny  admi- 
by  a  rilly  exploit." 

[e  has  a  most  lovely  and  a  most  elo- 
advocate,"  returned  the  admiral,  smiling, 
b  the  eipresBon  of  his  countenance  was 
choly,  eren  to  sadness  j  «  and  he  is  ac- 
d.  1  think  few  men  of  his  years  wouW 
te  about  risking  their  necks  for  Bowers 
sgrant  and  beautifol,  and  10  much   co- 

by  your  mother,  Mildred." 
\nd  he  a  sailor,  sir,  who  thinks  so  little 
ending  on  giddy  phices,  and  kughs  al 

of  this  nature  ?  ' 

Quite  true ;  though  there  are  few  cliffs  ol 

d  ship.    Kopes  arc  our  sources  of  con 

^at  passed  to-day, 
"  Mr.  Wycherl 
we  just  threw  hh 
lis  difBcully.  Tl 
bough  it  was  on] 
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er  Bmall  ugDal-halyordi,  he  fdt  himaelf 
'e  as  if  he  stood  up  here,  on  the  beigl: 

acres  of  level  ground  arDund   him. 
ot  think  be  was  frightened,  at  any  tiiiii 
when  he  got  hold  of  that  little  rope  1 
'airly  valiant  1 " 

ildred  endeavoured  to  laugh  at  htr  ow 
ry,  by  way'  of  veiling  her  interest  in  tl 
;;  but  her  companion  was  too  (^  an 
discemiDg,  to  be  eauljr  deceived.  H 
Dued  Bilent,  as  be  led  her  away  from  thi 

and  when  he  ent^vd  the  cottage,  HQdre< 
by  the  nearer  light  of  the  candles,  tha 
>unten8Qce  was  still  sad. 
Imirol  Bluewater  remained  half  an  boui 
T  in  the  cottage,  when  he  tore  himwli 
,  from  a  society  which,  for  him,  posiessec 
inn  that  he  could  not  account  for,  noi 
carcely  estimate.  It  was  past  one  wbec 
d  Mrs.  Dutton  and  her  daughter  adieu ; 
ising,  however,  to  see  them  again,  befon 
leet  sailed.  Late  as  it  was,  the  motfaei 
ttildred  felt  no  disposition  to  retiret  aftei 
xciling  scenes  they  had  gone  through; 
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fediDg  a  cftlm  on  their  spirits,  lucceeding 
tide  ioterruption  produced  by  Duttoa's 
lity,   the;  walked  out   on  the  cliff,  to 

the  cool  air,  and  the  bland  scenery  of 
!ad-land,  at  that  witching  bour. 

should  feel  alami  at  this  particularity  of 
ion,  from  most  men>  my  child,"  observed 
mident  mother,  as  tbey  left  the  house; 

the  years,  and  espedally  the  character  of 
iral  Bluewater,  are  pledges  that  he  medi- 
nothing  foolish,  nor  wrong." 
Hia  r/eart  would   be  sufficient,  mother," 

Mildred,  laughing;  for  her  laugh  came 
',  dnoe  the  opinion  she  bad  just  before 
1  of  Wycberly*B  merit,  "  leaving  the  cha- 
r  out  of  the  question." 
for  you,  perhaps,  Mildred,  but  not  for 
^.  Men  rarely  seem  to  think  themselves 
Id  to  win  the  young  of  our  sex ;  and  what 
want  in  attraction  they  generally  endea- 

to  supply  by  flattery  and  artifice.  But 
uit  our  new  friend  of  all  that." 

n  father,  dearest  mo- 
be  interest  he  took  in 
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of  a  rear-admiral  fluttering  at  her  mizzen- 
l-maat-head.  The  cutter  lay  nearest  to 
landing,  and,  as  the  barge  approached  her, 
adies  heard  the  loud  hail  of  "  Boat-ahoy  I" 
answer  was  also  audible,  though  giv^i  in 
mild,  gentleman-like  vmce  of  Bluewater 
idf.  It  was  nmply  "  Rear-admiral's  flag." 
»tb-like  etiUness  succeeded  this  annnncJa- 
of  the  rank  of  the  officer  in  the  passing 
,  interrupted  only  by  the  measured  jerk  of 
oars.  Once  or  twice,  indeed,  the  keen 
ing  of  Mildred  made  her  fancy  she  heard 
common  dip  of  the  eight  oars,  and  the 
1  of  the  water,  as  they  rose  from  the 
lent  to  gain  a  renewed  purchase.  As  each 
el  was  approached,  however,  the  hail  and 
answer  were  renewed,  the  quiet  of  mid- 
it,  in  every  instance,  succeeding.  At 
;tl)  the  barge  was  seen  shooting  along  on 
quarter  of  the  Ciesar,  the  rear-adnural^s 
ship,  and  the  last  hail  was  given.  This 
i,  there  was  a  slight  stir  in  the  vessel ; 
md  of  the  oars  ceased, 
from  the  stations  they 
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had  held]  siace  nightfalL  Two  or  three  odxi 
lanterns  were  ttill  displayed  at  the  gaff*  o^ 
other  vessels,  the  tagat  that  their  captsio' 
were  not  on  board;  though  whether  tbej  wen 
ashore,  or  visiting  in  the  fleet,  wen  hn 
best  known  to  themselves.  The  Plantagenet 
however,  had  no  light;  it  bdng  known  tht 
Sir  Oervaise  did  not  intend  to  come  off  ths 
night. 

When  all  this  was  over,  Mrs.  Button  am 
Mildred  sought  their  pillows,  after  an  exdtinj 
day,  and  to  them  one  far  more  momentou: 
than  they  were  then  aware  of. 
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When  1  consider  life,  't  ii  all  a  cheat; 

TDur  the  deceit; 
*  will  repay; 
former  day. 

Dktdek. 

rater  dcToted  the 
he  was  not  what 
There  is  a  period 
(f  a  ship  of  war, — 
rhich  can  be  best 
;  of  the  American 
le-cleaning."  This 
ising  of  the  sun ; 
.  raises  him  above 
ver  thinks,  except 
that  may   require 
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is  presence  for  other  purposes,  of  intmdir 
n  its  sacred  mysteries.  It  is  a  rabid  bo< 
)  8  ship ;  and  the  wisest  course,  for  all  idle 
ud  all  watch-officers,  who  are  not  on  dot 
I  to  keep  themselves  under  hatches,  if  tin 
onvenience  will  possibly  allow  it.  He  w 
'ears  a  flag,  however,  is  usually  reposing 
is  cot,  at  this  critical  moment ;  or,  if  m 
t  all,  he  is  going  through  similar  daily  abl 
ODS  of  his  own  person. 
Admiral  Bluewaler  was  in  the  act  of  <^ 
ig  his  eyes,  when  the  splash  of  the  fii 
ucket  of  water  was  heard  on  the  deck 
ie  Caesar,  and  he  lay  in  the  spedes  of  ( 
lyment  which  is  so  peculiar  to  naval  m 
[iter  they  have  risen  to  the  station  of  coi 
lander  i  a  sort  of  semi-traoce,  in  which  t 
lind  summons  all  the  andent  images  cc 
tctei  with  squalls,  reefing  top-sails  in  t 
lin,  standing  on  the  quarter  of  a  yai 
touting  "  Haul  oat  to  leeward  I "  peering  ov 
le  weather  hammock^clotbs  to  eye  tlw  weatb< 
ith  the  sleet  pricking  the  face  like  needles  ^ 
id,  washing  decks  I    These  dreamy  images 
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ut,  faoweTer,  are  summoaed  meidy  to 
•e  the  senK  of  pmeot  enjoyment.  They 
o  many  well-contrived  foili,  to  give 
T  brilliancy  to  the  diamonds  of  a  com- 
>le  cot,  and  the  entire  consciousness  of 
no  longer  exposed  to  an  untimely  sum- 
on  deck. 

r  Tear-admtnd,  nevertbdess,  was  not  a 
r  dreamer,  on  such  occasions.  He  thought 
of  penonal  comforts  at  any  tim^  unless, 
d,  when  personal  discomforts  obtruded 
selves  on  his  attention;  be  knew  little, 
ithing,  of  the  science  of  the  table,  whereas 
-lend  was  a  knowing  cook,  and  in  his  days 
obation  had  been  a  distiDguished  caterer ; 
be  was  addicted  to  a  sort  of  dreaming  of 
»D,  even  when  the  sun  stood  in  the  zenith  ; 
he  was  walking  the  poop,  in  the  midst 
circle  of  bis  officers.  Still,  he  could  not 
in  from  glancing  back  at  the  past,  that 
.! —  „  -i.-u  .fc__  -'  J,  ^gg  heard,  and 
gna  part  quorum 
1  slant,  the  ruddy 
i"  appeared  in  his 
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State-room  door,  and*  first  ascertaining  that  t! 
eyes  of  his  superior  were  actually  open,  t 
youngster  said  — 

**  A  note  from  Sir  Gervaise,  Admiral  Bin 
water." 

"  Very  well,  sir," — taking  the  note. — **Ho» 
the  wind.  Lord  Oeoffrey  P" 

"  An  Irishman's  hurricane,  sir ;  right  i 
and  down.  Our  first  says,  sir,  he  never  kn 
finer  channel  weather," 

"  Our  first  is  a  great  astrologer.  Is  the  fl( 
riding  flood  yet  P " 

■*  No  sir;  it's  slack-water;  or,  rather,  I 
ebb  is  just  beginning  to  make." 

"  Go  on  deck,  my  lord,  and  see  if  the  Do* 
has  hove  in  any  upon  her  larbaard-bow< 
so  as  to  bring  her  more  on  our  quarter." 

**  Ay,  ay,  sir."  And  this  cadet,  of  one  of  t 
most  illustrious  houses  of  Englwid,  skipp 
up  the  ladder  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

In  the  mean  while  Bluewater  stretched  o 
an  arm,  drew  a  curtain  from  before  his  litl 
window,  fumbled  for  some  time  among  t 
clothes  before  he  got  his  spectacles,  and  th' 


THE  TWO  ADMIRALS.  5 

d  the  note.  This  early  epistle  vas 
ed  in  the  followiog  words. 

'  Drib  Blub, 

write  this  in  a  bed  big  enough  to  ware 
ty  in.  I  '\e  been  athwart  ships  half  the 
I  without  knowing  it.  Qalleygo  has  just 
in  to  report  '  our  fleet'  all  well)  and  the 

riding  flood.  It  seems  there  is  a  good 
3ut  from  the  top  of  the  house,  where  part 
e  roads  are  visible.  Magrath,  and  the 
}f  them,  have  been  at  poor  Sir  Wycherly 
ight,  I  learn,  but  he  remains  down  by 
ead  yet.  I  am  afraid  the  good  old  man 
nerer  be  in  trim  again.     I  shall  remain 

until  something  is  decided  i  and,  as  we 
>t  erpect  our  orders  until  next  day  after 
M-row,  at  the  soonest,  one  might  as  well 
Te,  as  on  board.  Come  ashore  and  break- 
with  us;  when  we  can  consult  about  the 
riety  of  remaining,  or  of  abandoning  the 
Ic     Adieu, 

"  Oabks." 
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first  side  of  a  page.  Tbis  Will  be  cop 
'tatim  et  literatim,  leaving  blanks  for 
le  of  the  legatee,  and  appointing  Sir  ( 
le  Oakes  his  executor,  as  in  the  Will 
)y  executed.  When  finished  in  tbis  n 
,  he  set  about  filling  up  the  blanks.  F< 
sing  instant,  he  felt  tempted  to  insert 
le  of  the  Pretender;  but,  smiling  at 
I  folly,  he  wrote  that  of  "  Mildred  Duti 
ghter  of  Francis  Dutton,  a  master  in  1 
jesty's  Navy,"  in  all  the  places  that  it  i 
uisite  so  to  do.  Then  he  affixed  the  u 
,  folding  all  the  upper  part  of  the  sb 
r,  BO  as  to  conceal  the  contents,  he  ruo] 
e  silver  bell,  which  always  stood  at 
>v.    The  outer  cabin-door  was  opened 

sentry,   who   thrust  his  head   in  at   t 
ning, 

'   t   want  one  of   the    young    gentlenv 
try,"  said  the  rear-admiral> 
The  door  closed,  and,  in   another   minu 

smiling  face  of  Lord  (Geoffrey  was  at  I 
ranee  of  the  aflet^-cabin. 
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Who  >  on  deck,  tny  lord,"  demanded 
water,  **  beside  the  watch  ?  " 
No  one,  air.  All  the  idlen  keep  as  close 
>xea  when  the  decks  are  getting  it ;  and 
IT  any  of  our  snorera  showing  their  faces 
re  six  bells  it  *s  quite  out  of  the  question, 

Some  one  must  surely  be  stirring  in  the 

-room,   by   this   time  I     Go  and  ask   the 

>lain,  and  tbe  captain  of  the  marines,  to 

ne  the  favour  to  step  into  the  cabin  —  or 

first  lieutenant ;  or  the  master ;  or  any  of 

idlers." 

be  midshipman   was  gone  two    or    three 

utes,  when   he  returned   with   t^e   purser 

the  chaplain. 

The  first  lieutenant  is  in  the  forehold, 

all  tbe  marines  hare  got  their  dead-Ughts 

in,  and  the  master  is  working>up  his  log, 

gun-room  steward  says.     I  hope  these  will 

sir;  they  are   the  greatest  idlers  in   the 

S  I  bclieTe." 

lOrd  Geoffrey  Cleveland  was  the  second  son 
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Bluewater  ;  "  for,  I  fully  expect  it  will  appo 
as  a  witneBB ;  a  character  that  is  at  <Hice  fat 
to  all  claimB  as  a  legatee." 

"  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  flag-officers  can  <: 
pretty  much  as  they  please  with  their  nwoe; 
since  they  do  pretty  much  as  they  please  wii 
the  ships,  and  all  in  them.  I  must  lean  ( 
much  the  harder  on  my  two  old  auots,  as  I  aj 
pear  to  have  laid  myself  directly  athwart-ha«i 
of  fortune,  in  this  afiair  !^ 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  the  rear-admiral,  will 
easy  courtesy,  "  I  regret  it  is  not  in  m; 
pover  to  have  your  company  at  dinner  to 
day,  as  I  am  summoned  ashore  by  Sir  Ger 
vaise,  and  it  is  uncertain  when  I  can  get  of 
again  ;  but  to-morrow  I  shall  hope  to  enjoj 
that  pleasure." 

The  officers  bowed,  expressed  their  acknow' 
ledgments,  accepted  the  invitation  ;  bo«r« 
once  or  twice  more  each,  and  left  the  cabii 
with  the  exception  of  the  midshipman. 

"  Well,  sir,"  exclaimed  Bluewater,  a  litdt 
surprised  at  finding  he  was  not  alone,  afta 
a  minute  of  profound  reverie :   '*  to  what  re- 
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It  am  I  indebted  still  to  the  pleasure  of 
r  presence  P** 

Why,  sir,  it 's  just  forty  miles  to  my 
er's  house  in  Cornwall ;  and  I  know  the 
le  family  is  there ;  so  I  just  fancied,  that 

bending  on  two  extra  horsey  a  chaise 
lit  make  the  park-gates  in  about  five  hours ; 

by  getting  under-way  on  the  return  pas- 
r,  to-morrow  about  this  time,  the  old  Cassar 
lid  never  miss  a  crazy  reefer,  more  or  less." 

Very  ingeniously  put,  young  gentleman, 
quite  plaunble.      When  I  was  of  your 
I  was  four  years  without  once  sedng  either 
ler  or  mother." 
'  Yes,  sir ;  but  that  was  such  a  long  time 

!    Boys  can't  stand  it  half  as  well  now  as 
f  did  then,  as  all  old  people  say." 
rhe  rear>admiral'B  lips  mored  slightly,  as  if 
mile  struggled  about  his  mouth,  and  then 

fare  suddenly  lost  the  expression  in  one 
troaching  to  sadness. 

'  You  know,  Geoffrey,  I  am  not  commander- 
:hief     Sir  Gervaise  alone  can  give  a  fur- 
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*'  Very  true,  sir ;  bat  whatever  you  uk  i 
Sir  Oervaise  be  always  does,  more  especial 
as  concerns  us  of  your  flagship." 

"  Perhaps  that  is  true.  But,  my  boy.  < 
live  in  serious  times,  and  we  may  sail  in  i 
hour's  notice.  Are  you  ignorant  that  Prin 
Charles  Edward  has  landed  in  Scotland,  ai 
that  the  Jacotntes  are  up  and  doing  P  If  tl 
French  back  him,  we  may  have  our  hands  fii 
hwe,  Id  the  channel." 

"  Then,  my  dear  mother  must  go  witJiout 
kiss  for  the  next  twelvemtHith !"  cried  the  ga 
lant  boy,  dashing  a  band  furtively  across  h 
eyes,  in  spite  of  his  resolution.  "  The  throi 
of  Old  England  must  be  u{AeId(  evoi  thoug 
not  a  mother  nor  a  sister  in  the  island  see 
midshipman  for  years  I " 

"  Nobly  said,  Lord  Geoffrey ;  and  it  shal 
be  known  at  head-quarters.  ypar  family  i 
whig;  add  you  do  well,  at  your  time  of  lift 
to  stick  to  the  family  politics." 

"  A  small  run  on  the  shore,  sir,  would  b 
a  great  pleasure,  after  six  months  at  sea  P* 

"  Vou  must  ask  Captain  Stowel's  leave  fo 
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It.  You  know  I  never  interfere  with  the 
t J  of  the  ihip." 

*Yea,  nr;  but  there  are  to  many  of  us* 
I  all  have  a  hankering  after  terra  firma. 
ght  I  just  say,  that  I  have  your  permis- 
0  to  ask  Captain  Stowel  to  let  me  have 
un  on  the  cliffs?" 

*You  may  do  tluU,  my  lord,  if  you  wiA 
but  Stowd  knows  that  he  can  do  as  he 

captain  of  a  man- 
Thuk  you.  Ad- 
rite  to  my  mother ; 
led  with  the  reason 
coming  to  see   her. 

in,  when  the  boy's 
le  calnn-door,  "  My 

lylhing  more,  sir  ?** 
member  me  kindly 
rere  intimate  when 
g;ht  say,  loved  each 
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«s  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  deck  had  been 
erred,  aad  the  rear-admiral  was  seated  in 
barge.  It  was  now  so  late,  that  etiquette 
I  fair  play,  and  no  point  was  omitted  on 

occasion.  The  captain  was  on  deck,  in 
3on,  as  well  as  gun-room  officers  enough 
represent  their  body ;  the  guard  was  pa- 
led  under   its  officers ;  the  drums  rolled ; 

boatswain  piped  six  side  boys  over,  and 
rd  Oeoffrey  skipped  down  first  into  the 
it,  remaining  re^iectfully  standing  until 
I  superior  was  seated.  All  these  puncti- 
B  observed,  the  boat  was  shoved  o£F  from 
i  vessel's  side,  the  eight  oars  dropped,  as 
e,  and  Ibe  party  moved  towards  the  shore, 
rery  cutter,  bargc^  yawl,  or  launch  that  was 
1,  and  which  did  not  contain  an  officer  of 
ik  itself,  tossed  its  oars  as  this  barge,  with 
;  rear-admiral's  flag  fluttering  in  its  bow, 
ised,  while  the  others  lay  on  theirs,  the 
itlemen  saluting  with  thetr  bats.  In  this 
inner  the  barge  passed  the  fleet,  and  ap> 
At  the  landing,  a  little 
by  a  low  flat  rock,  there 
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18  a  general  movement  as  tbe  rear-adminl't 
g  was  Been   to   draw   near;  mod  even  Uk 
ats  of  captains  were  shoved  aside  to  gi^e 
e  naval  pai.    As  soon,  faowevtr,  as  Uie  fool 

Bluewater  touched  the  rock  tbe  little  fls; 
IS  struck  ;  and,  a  minute  later,  ■  cutter,  witi 
ly  a  lieutenant  in  her,  coming  in,  that  cfficei 
dered  the  barge  to  make  way  for  Aun,  will 

air  of  high  and  undisputed  autbcuity. 
Perhaps  there  was  not  a  man  in  tbe  Britiii 
irioe  to  whom  the  etiquette  of  tbe  servio 
ive  lew  coDCem  than  to  Bluewater.  h 
is  respect,  he  was  the  very  reverse  of  W 
lend ;  for  Sir  Gervaise  was  a  punctiliou 
iserver,  and  a  rigid  enforcer  of  all  the  pn 
rihed  ceremonials.  This  was  by  do  mean 
e  only  professional  point  on  which  thei 
'o  distinguished  officers  differed.  It  bs 
ready  been  mentioned,  that  tbe  rear-admi 
I  was  tbe  best  tactician  io  England,  whil 
e  vice-admiral  was  merely  respectaUe  ii 
at  branch  of  bis  duty.  On  tbe  other  hand 
r  Oervaise  was  deemed  the  best  practica 
■man   afloat,   so   far  as  a   single  ship  «k 
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cenwd,  whilff  Bluewater  lud  do  particu* 
repuUtkni  in  that  way.  Then,  as  to  dis- 
ine^  the  tune  diitinction  existed.  The 
unander-iD-chief  was  a  little  of  a  mar- 
■t,  exacting  oompUance  with  the  moat  tni- 
e  r^ulatioDs ;  while  bis  friend,  even  when 
iptain,  had  thrown  the  police  duty  of  his 
1  Tery  much  on  what  is  called  the  exe- 
ive  officer,  or  the  first  lieu  tenant ;  leaving 
that  important  functionary  the  duty  of 
inng,  «a  well  aa  of  executing  the  systnn 
which  order  and  cleanliness  were  main- 
led  in  the  vessel.  Nevertheless,  Blue- 
:er  bad  his  merit  even  in  this  peculiar 
ture  of  the  profeasion.  He  had  made  the 
t  captain  of  the  fleet  to  bis  friend  that 
L  ever  been  net  with.  This  office  which, 
some  measure,  corresponds  to  that  of  an 
utantfieneral  on  shore,  waa  suited  to  bit 
leraliring  and  philosophical  turn  of  mind ; 
1  he  bad  brought  all  its  duties  within  the 
ar  and  simple  prin- 
tn  pleasant  and  easy. 
Mmmanded  in  chief* 
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as  frequently  happened,  for  a  week  or  ti 
at  a  time,  Sir  Oerraise  being  abeeot,  it  w 
remarked  that  the  common  Bervice  of  tl 
fleet  went  on  like  clocL-work ;  bis  mind  aeei 
ing  to  embrace  generals,  when  it  refused 
descend  to  details.  In  consequence  of  th« 
personal  peculiarities,  the  captains  often  6 
served  that  Bluewater  ought  to  bare  bei 
the  senior,  and  Oakes  tbe  junior,  and  th* 
their  joint  commands  would  hare  produn 
perfection.  But  these  criticisms  must  be  s 
down,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  natural  pn 
pensity  to  find  fault,  and  an  inherent  desii 
in  men,  even  when  things  are  perfectly  we 
in  themselves,  to  prove  their  own  superiorit 
by  pointing  out  modes  and  means  by  whic 
they  might  be  made  much  better.  Had  tb 
service  been  on  land,  this  opinion  might  poi 
flibly  have  had  more  practical  truth  in  it 
but  the  impetuosity  and  daring  of  6ir  Oa 
vaise  were  not  bad  substitutes  for  tactics,  i) 
the  straight-forward  combats  of  ships.  T< 
resume  the  narrative. 
When  Bluewater  landed,  be  returned  tb 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS.  01 

bund  and  general  salute  of  all  on  or  near 
rock  bj  a  sweeping  but  courteous  bow, 
:h  was  aevertheless  given  in  a  vacant,  slo- 
y  manoer ;  and  immediately  b^an  to  as- 
I  the  ravine.  He  had  actually  reached  the 
»y  acclivity  above  before  he  was  at  all 
re  of  any  person's  being  near  him.  Turn- 
he  perceived  that  the  midshipman  was 
is  heels,  respect  alone  preventing  one  of  the 
>r*a  active  limbs  and  years  from  skipping 
'  his  superior  on  the  ascent.  The  admiral 
illected  how  little  there  was  to  amuse  one  of 
boy's  habits  in  a  place  like  Wycbecombe, 
he  good-naturedly  detremined  to  take  him 
ig  with  himself. 

You  are  little  likely  to  find  any  diversion 
i^  Lord  Geoffrey,"  he  said ;  "  if  you  will 
;pt  of  the  society  of  a  dull  old  fellow,  like 
sdf,  you  shall  see  all  I  see,  be  it  more  or 

'  I  've  shipped  for  the  cruise  sir,  and  atn 
~oUow  your  motions, 
returned  the  laugh- 
>Be  Wychecombe  is 
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about  as  good  as  Portstnouthi  or  Plymoudi; 

and  I  'm  sure  these  green  fields  are  faaadnmcT 

than  the  streets  of  any  dirty  town  I  ever  <» 

tered." 

*'  Ay,  green  fidds  are,  indeed,  pleasant  to 
the  eyes  of  us  sailors,  who  see  nothing  but 
water,  for  months  at  a  time.  Turn  to  tbe 
right,  if  you  please,  my  lord  ;  I  wish  to  call  at 
yonder  ngnal-station,  on  my  way  to  tbe  HalL' 

The  boy,  as  is  not  usual  with  lads  of  his  i^ 
inclined  in  "  the  way  be  was  told  to  go,"  and 
in  a  few  minutes  both  stood  on  the  beadJand. 
As  it  would  not  have  done  for  tbe  master  to  be 
ibsent  from  his  staff  during  tbe  day,  with  « 
Beet  in  the  roads,  Dutton  was  already  at  bis 
post,  cleanly  dressed  as  usual,  but  trembliDg 
igain  with  the  effect  of  tbe  last  nighOa  debauch 
m  bis  nerves.  He  arose,  with  great  deference 
}f  manner,  to  receive  the  rear^miral,  and  not 
without  many  misgivings  of  conscience;  for, 
irhile  memory  fumiabed  a  toleraUe  outline  of 
vhat  had  occurred  in  tbe  interview  betwccfi 
liimself  and  his-  wife  and  daughter,  wine  had 
OBt  its  influence^  and  no  bnger  bdped  to  sui- 
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bit  telf-ccMnmaod.  He  wai  much  relieved, 
ever,  by  the  discreet  nunner  in  which  he 
met  by  Bluewater. 

How  is  Sir  Wycherly  7"  inquired  the  ad- 
1,  saluting  the  master,  as  if  nothing  had 
lened.  "  A  note  from  Sir  Qerraise^  written 
It  day-break,  tetla  me  he  was  not,  then, 
itially  better  ?" 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give  you 
good  news,  sir.  He  must  be  conscious, 
rithstanding ;  for  Dick,  his  groom,  has 
ridden  over  with  a  note  from  Mr.  Bother- 
,  to  say  that  the  excellent  old  baronet  par- 
larly  desires  to  see  my  wife  and  daughter ; 
that  the  coach  will  be  here,  to  take  them 
'  in  a  few  minutes.  If  you  are  bound  to 
Hall  this  morning,  ^eir,  I'm  certain  the 
»   would    be   delighted  to    give    you    a 

Then  I  will  pro6t  by  their  kindness,"  re> 

led  Bluewater,  seating  himself  on  the  bench 

be  foot  of  the  staff;  "  more  especially,  if 

excuse  my  adding  Lord 

ae  of  Stowel's  midship- 
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"  Yes,  Btr;  we  all  know  that.  And,  tho 
she  comes  to  tell  us,  I  bope,  that  Monsieor  c 
VervtUin  has,  at  last,  made  up  his  mind  i 
come  out  and  face  us,  like  a  man.  Will  jo 
look  at  the  sail,  sir  ?  " 

Bluewater  took  the  glass,  and  sweeping  it 
horizon,  be  soon  caught  a  view  of  his  ofajec 
A  short  survey  sufficed,  for  one  so  exp 
rienced,  and  he  handed  the  glass  back  to  tt 
boy. 

"  You  have  quick  eyes,  nr,"  he  ssid  ; 
he  did  bo  ;  "  that  is  a  cutter,  certainly,  itau 
ing-in  for  the  roads ;  and  I  believe  you  nu 
be  right  in  taking  her  for  the  Active." 

'*  Tis  a  long  way  to  know  so  small  a  craft ! 
observed  Dutton,  who  also  took  his  lode  i 
the  stranger. 

"  Very  true,  sir,"  answered  the  boy ;  "  bi 
one  ought  to  tell  a  friend  as  far  as  he  ci 
see  him.  The  Active  carries  a  longer  and 
lower  gaff  than  any  other  cutter  io  the  nsr; 
which  is  the  way  we  all  tell  her  from  tl 
Gnat,  the  cutter  we  have  with  us." 

*'  I  am  glad  to  find  your  lordship  is  i 
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an  obBeirer,^  returned  the  compUiBant 
n;  "  a  certain  sign,  my  lord,  that  your 
lip  will  make  a  good  sailor,  in  time." 
Jeoflrey  is  a  good  sailor,  alreadyi"  ob- 
I  the  admiral,  who  knew  that  the  young- 
ras  never  better  pleased  than  when  be 
led  the  distance  of  using  his  title,  and 

to,  or  of  him,  as  of  a  connexion ;  which, 
ith,  he  was.  "  He  has  now  been  with 
Dur  yean;  having  joined  when  he  was 
twelve.  Two  more  years  will  moke  an 
r  of  him." 

Sfes,  sir,"  said  l)utton,  bowing  first  to 
ind  then  to  the  other.  *'  Yes,  sir;  his 
[lip  may  well  look  forward  to  that,  with 
irticular  merit,  your  esteemed  favour,  and 
(m  great  name.  Ah  !  sir,  they  've  caught 
lit  of  the  stranger  in  the  fleet,  and  bunt- 
1  at  work,  already." 

anchoring  his  ships,  Admiral  Bluewater 
kept  them  as  close  together,  as  the  fog 
■red  safe;  for  one  of  the  great  difliculties 

naval  commander  is  to  retain  his  vessels 
impact  order,  in  thick  or  heavy  weather. 
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Orders  bad  been  given,  bowever,  for  a  i 
and  a  frigate  to  weigh,  and  Biretch  out 
the  oiHng  a  league  or  two,  as  soon  as  lb< 
left  theoi,  the  preceding  day,  in  order  to  v 
as  wide  a  reach  of  the  horizon  aa  wax  co 
nient.  In  order  to  maintain  their  groun 
a  light  wind,  and  with  a  strong  tide  nini 
these  two  cruisers  had  anchored ;  oae,  at 
distance  of  a  league  from  tbe  fleet,  and 
other,  a  mile  or  two  farther  outside,  tbo 
more  to  the  eastward.  The  sloop  lay  nei 
to  tbe  stranger,  and  signals  were  flying  at 
main-royal-mast-bead,  which  tbe  frigate 
repeating,  and  transmitting,  to  tbe  flag-«hi 
the  commander-in-chief.  Bluewater  was 
familiar  with  all  tbe  ordinary  signals,  tha 
was  seldom  he  bad  recourse  to  his  book 
the  explanations;  and,  in  the  present  iostsi 
he  saw  at  once  that  it  was  tbe  Active's  di 
ber  that  was  shown.  Other  signals^  howf 
followed,  which  it  surpassetl  the  rear-admir 
knowledge  to  read,  without  asdslance;  fi 
all  which  he  was  satisfied  that  tbe  stran 
brought  intelligence  of  imfxirtance,  and  wb 
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1  only  be  undentood  by  referring  to  the 
ite  signaUbook. 

liile  tbeoe  facta  were  in  the  course  of  oc- 
»ce  the  coach  arrived  to  convey  Mrs. 
aa  and  Mildred  to  the  HalL  Bluewater 
presented  himeelf  to  the  ladies,  and  was 
ved  a*  kindly  as  tbey  had  separated  from 
a  few  hours  before;  nor  were  the  latter 
leased  at  hearing  he  was  to  be  their  com- 
M  back  to  tbe  dwelling  of  Sir  Wycherly. 
I  fear  this  sumnionB  bodes  evil  tidings," 
Mrs.  Dutton ;  "  he  would  hardly  think  of 
ing  to  see  UB  unless  something  quite  seri- 
were  on  his  mind ;  and  the  messenger  said 
MS  no  better." 

We  aball  leam  all,  my  dear  lady,  when  we 
1  the  Hall,^  returned  Bluewater ;  "  and 
sooner  we  reach  it,  the  sooner  our  doubts 
be  removed.  Before  we  enter  the  carriage 
ne  make  you  acquainted  with  my  young 
id,  Lord  Geoffrey  Cleveland,  whom  1  have 
umed  to  invite  to  be  of  the  party." 
be  handaome  young  midshipman  was  welt 
ved,  though  Mrs.  Dutton  had  been  too 
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much  accuBtomed,  id  earlj  life,  to  aee  pe 
of  condition  to  betray  the  same  defennc 
her  husband  for  the  boy's  rank.  The  h 
occupied,  as  usual,  the  hind  seat  of  the  cc 
leaving  that  in  front  to  their  male  compani 
The  arrangement  accidentally  brought 
dred  and  the  midshipman  opposite  each  ot 
a  circumstance  that  soon  attracted  the  atten 
of  the  admiral,  in  a  way  that  vas  a  little  i 
if  not  remarkable^  There  is  a  charm  in  yi 
that  no  other  period  of  life  posaesses ;  infa: 
with  its  helpless  beauty,  scarcely  seizing  u 
the  imaginatioD  and  senses  with  an  equal  fc 
Both  the  young  persons  in  question  pone 
this  advantage  in  a  high  degree;  and  had  tl 
been  no  other  peculiarity,  the  sight  might 
dily  have  proved  pleasing  to  one  of  Bluewat 
benevolence  and  truth  of  feeling.  The  boy 
turned  of  sixteen  ;  an  age  in  England  « 
youth  does  not  yet  put  on  the  appearand 
manhood  ;  and  he  retained  all  the  evidence 
a  gay,  generous  boyhood,  rendered  a  little 
quant  by  the  dash  of  archness,  roguery, 
fun,  that  a  man^-war  is  tolerably  certain 
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»rt  to  a  kd  of  spirit.  NevertheleBs,  hii 
iQtenance  retained  an  expression  of  ingen- 
isoess  and  of  sensitive  feeling,  that  was  sia- 
arly  striking  in  one  of  his  sex,  and  which, 
spile  of  her  beauty  of  feature,  hair,  and 
iplexion,  formed  the  strongest  attraction 
:be  loTellneBs  of  Mildred  ;  that  expression, 
icfa  hod  so  much  struck  and  charmed  Blue* 
ler,  haunted  him,  we  might  add,  since  the 
fiouB  day,  by  appearing  so  familiar,  even 
ile  so  extraordinary,  and  for  which  he  had 
n  unable  to  recollect  a  counterpart.      As 

now  sat,  face  to  face  with  Lord  (Geoffrey, 
his  great  surprise,  the  rear-admiral  found 
ch  of  the  same  character  of  this  very  ex- 
«don  in  the  handsome  boy  as  in  the  lovely 
L    It  is  true,  the  look  of  ingenuousness  and 

senntiTe  feeling  was  far  less  marked  in 
iQg  Cleveland  than  in  Mildred,  and  there 
i  little  general  resemblance  of  feature  or 
intenaoce  between  the  two  ;  still,  the  first 
■  to  be  found  in  both,  and  so  distinctly, 
to  be  easily  traced  when  placed  in  bo  close 
itact.     Geoffrey  Cleveland  had  the  reputa- 
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tion  of  being  like  his  mother ;  odcI,  tuxiai 
with  this  clue>  the  fact  Buddeoly  flubol 
BluewBtei^B  mind  that  the  being  whom  ) 
dred  so  nearly  and  strikJDgly  resembled  wt 
deceased  sister  of  the  duchess,  and  a  bdo 
cousin  of  his  own.  Miss  Hedworth)  the  yoi 
lady  in  question,  had  long  been  dead  ;  but 
who  had  known  her  retained  the  most  jJeai 
impressions  equally  of  her  charms  of  per 
and  of  mind.  Between  her  and  Bluewi 
there  had  existed  a  tender  friendship,  in  whi 
however,  no  shade  of  passion  had  mingled 
circumstance  that  was  in  part  owing  to 
difference  in  their  years,  Captain  Bluewi 
having  been  nearly  twice  his  young  rdatii 
age;  and  in  part,  probably,  to  the  inviod 
manner  in  which  the  latter  seemed  wedded 
his  profession,  and  his  ship.  Agnes  Hedwor 
notwithstanding)  had  been  very  dear  to  ( 
sailor,  from  a  variety  of  causes ;  far  more 
than  her  dster,  the  duchess,  though  the  i 
a  favourite ;  and  the  rear-admiral,  when 
mind  glanced  rapidly  through  the  chain 
association,  that  traced  the  accidoital  me 
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X  of  Mildred  to  this  esteemed  object,  had 
cere  delight  id  finding  be  had  thus  been 
QBcioiuIy  attracted  by  one  whose  every 
and  smile  noT  forcibly  reminded  him  of 
ouDtenaace  of  a  being  whom,  in  her  day, 
ad  thought  so  near  perfection.  This  de- 
,  however,  was  blended  with  sadness,  on 
lus  accounts ;  and  the  short  excursion 
ed.  to  be  so  melancholy  that  no  one  was 
r  when  it  terminated. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

Nal.  Truly,  Maitn  Holorernet,  the  «pilbeti  tm  iwe 
varied,  like  r  icholar,  U  ihe  least.  But,  tir,  I  »sure  j 
was  a  buck  of  the  first  head. 

Hot.  Sir  Nathaniel,  haud  credo. 

BtJl.  T  was  not  a  Aaad  credo,  't  wu  a  pricket 

LoDc'i  Ijibaur  L» 

Every  appearance  of  the  jolly  neglige 
which  had  been  so  characteristic  of  life 
Wychecotnbe-Hall,  had  vaniBhed,  when 
old  coach  drew  up  Id  the  court,  to  permit 
party  it  had  brought  from  the  station  to  iti{ 
As  no  one  was  expected  but  Mrs.  Dutton  . 
her  daughter,  not  even  a  footman  appei 
to  open  the  door  of  the  carriage ;  the  vulf 
minded  usually  revenging  their  own  homagi 
the  powerful,  by  manifesting  as  many  sli^ 
as  possible  to  the  weak.  Oatleygo  let  the  n 
comers  out,  and,  consequently,  he  was  the  I 
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peraoQ  of  whom  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the 
state  of  things  in  the  house. 

^'  Well,"  said  Admiral  Bluewater,  looking 
earnestly  at  the  steward ;  "  how  is  Sir  Wych- 
'erly,  and  what  is  the  news?^ 

**  Sir  Wycherly  is  still  on  the  doctor's  list, 
your   honour;  and   I  expects  his  case  is  set 
down  as  a  hard  'un.     We  ^s  as  well  as  can  be 
expected,  and  altogether  in  good  heart.    Sir 
Jarvy  turned  out  with  the  sun,  thof  he  didn^t 
turn  in  'till  the  middle-watch  was  half  gone — 
or   tUH)  bells,  as  they  calls  >m  aboard  this 
house  — four  bells,  as  we  should  say  in  the  old 
Planter— and  chickens,  I  hears,  has  riz,  a  shil- 
ling a  head,  since  our  first  boat  landed.^ 

**  It's  a  melancholy  business,  Mrs.  Dutton; 
I  fear  there  can  be  little  hope.'' 

''  Yes,  it 's  all  that^  Admiral  Blue,""  conti. 
nued  Galleygo,  following  the  party  into  the 
house,  no  one  but  himself  hearing  a  word 
he  uttered ;  **  and  ^t  will  be  worse,  afore  it 's 
any  better.  They  tells  me  potaties  has  taken 
a  start,  too;  and,  as  all  the  b'ys  of  all  the 
young  gentlemen  in  the  fleet  is  out,  like  so 
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many  wild  locusts  of  Hegypt,  I  expects  n 
thing  better  than  aa  our  meat  will  fare  as  bi 
as  sogers  on  a  retreat." 

In  the  hall,  Tom  Wychecombe,  and  fc 
nammake,  the  lieutenant,  met  the  party.  Fro 
the  formal  despondency  of  the  first,  erer 
thing  they  apprehended  was  confinned.  Tl 
last,  however,  was  more  cheerful,  and  not  alti 
getber  without  hope;  as  he  did  not  beatai 
openly  to  avow. 

"  For  mysetfi  I  confess  I  think  Sir  Wycl 
eriy  much  better,"  he  said ;  "  although  th 
opinion  is  not  sanctioned  by  that  of  the  roedi 
cal  tnea.  His  desiring  to  see  these  ladies  i 
favourable ;  and  then  cheering  news  for  hie 
has  been  brought  back,  already,  by  the  met 
senger  sent,  only  eight  hours  since,  for  hi 
kinsman,  Sir  Re^nald  Wychecombe.  H< 
has  sensibly  revived  since  that  report  wa 
brought  in." 

"  Ah  t  my  dear  namesake,"  rejoined  Ton 
shaking  his  head  mournfully  ;  "  you  caniio 
know  my  beloved  uncle's  constitution  and  feel 
ings  as  well  as  1 1     Rely  on  it,  the  mnlici 
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men  are  right;   and  your  hopes  deceive  you. 
The  sending  for  Mrs.  Dutton  and  Miss  Mil- 
dred, both  of  whom  my  honoured  uncle  re- 
spects  and    esteems,    looks  more  like  leave- 
taking  than  anything  else ;  and,  as  to  Sir  Re- 
ginald AVychecombe,  —  though  a  relative,  be- 
yond a  question, — I  think  there  has  been  some 
mistake  in  sending  for  him  ;  since  he  is  barely 
an  acquaintance  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  he  is  of  the  half-blood."" 

«*  if a^  what,  Mr.  Thomas  Wychecombe  ?" 
demanded  the  vice-admiral   so  suddenly,  be- 
hind the  speaker,  as  to  cause  all  to  start;  Sir 
Gervaise  having  hastened  to  meet  the  ladies 
and  his  friend,  as  soon  as  he  knew  of  their 
arrival.    **I  ask  pardon,  sir,  for  my  abrupt 
inquiry ;  but,  as  /  was  the  means  of  sending 
for  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe    I  feel  an  in- 
terest in    knowing  his  exact  relationship  to 
my  host?" 

Tom  started,  and  even  paled,  at  this  sudden 
question;    then    the    colour    rushed   into  his 
temples ;  he  became  calmer,  and  replied. 
*^  Ualf-hloodj  Sir  Gervaise,"  he  said,  steadily. 
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*<  This  is  an  affinity  (hat  puts  a  peraon  alto- 
gether out  of  the  line  of  Euccesdoo ;  and,  of 
course,  removes  any  necessity,  or  wish,  to  Ke 
Sir  KeginaM." 

"HBit-btood  —  heyl  AtwoodP"  muttered 
the  vice-admiral,  turning  away  towards  bis 
secretary,  who  had  followed  him  down  ■Uir& 
"  This  may  be  (he  solution,  after  all !  Do 
you  happen  to  know  what  hsiif-blood  means? 
It  cannot  signify  that  Sir  Reginald  comes  from 
one  of  those  who  have  no  father,  all  their 
ancestry  consisting  only  of  a  mother  ? " 

"  I  should  think  not,  Sir  Gervaise.  !□  that 
case,  Sir  Reginald  would  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered of  so  honourable  a  lineage  as  be  ap- 
pears to  be.  I  have  not  the  smallest  idea, 
sir,  what  ha]f~blood  meane ;  and,  perhaps,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire  of  (he  medical 
gentlemen.  Magrath  is  up  stairs ;  possibly  he 
can  tell  us." 

"  I  rather  think  it  has  something  to  do  with 
the  law.  If  this  out-of-the-way  place,  now, 
could  furnish  even  a  lubberly  attorney,  we  oigbl 
learn  all   about   it.     Hark'ee,   Atwood ;   you 
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must  Stand  by  to  make  Sir  Wycherly's  Will, 
if  he  says  anything  more  about  it.     Have  you 
got  the  heading  all  written  out,  as  I  desired  ? '' 
*'  It  is  quite  ready.  Sir  Qetyaise — beginning, 
as  usual,  *  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen/    I  have 
even   ventured  so  far  as  to  describe  the  tes- 
tator's style  and   residence^  8ie.  &c. :    *  I,  Sir 
Wycherly  Wychecombe,  Baronet,  of  Wyche- 
Gombe    Hall,   Devon,    do    make    and   declare 
this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  &c.  &c.' 
liothing  is  wanting  but   the  devises,   as  the 
lawyers  call  them.     I  can  manage  a  will  well 
enough.  Sir  Gervaise,  I  believe.     One  of  mine 
has  been  in   the  courts  now  these  five  years, 
and  they  tell  me  it  sticks  there  as  well  as  if  it 
had  been  drawn  in  the  Middle  Temple." 

**  Ay,  I  know  your  skill.  Still,  there  can 
be  no  harm  in  just  asking  Magrath;  though 
I  think  it  must  be  law,  after  all.  Run  up 
and  ask  him,  Atwood,  and  bring  me  the 
answer  in  the  drawing-room,  where  I  see  Blue- 
water  has  gone  with  his  convoy ;  and,  hark'ee, 
tell  the  surgeons  to  let  us  know  the  instant 
the  patient  says  anything  about  his  temporal 
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affairs.  The  twenty  thousand  in  the  funds  aie 
his,  to  do  what  he  pleases  with ;  let  the  land 
be  tied  up,  as  it  may." 

While  this  "  aside"  was  going  on  in  the 
hall,  Bluewater  and  the  rest  of  the  party  had 
entered  a  small  parlour,  that  was  in  constant 
use,  still  conversing  of  the  state  of  Sir  Wy- 
cherly.  As  all  of  them  but  the  two  young 
men  were  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  mes- 
sage to  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe^  and  of  the 
intelligence  in  connection  with  that  gentleman, 
which  had  just  been  received,  Mrs.  Dutton 
had  ventured  to  ask  an  explanation  ;  which  was 
given  by  Wycherly,  with  a  readiness  that 
proved  he  felt  no  apprehensions  on  the  subject 

^*  Sir  Wycherly  desired  to  see  his  distant 
relative.  Sir  Reginald,"  said  the  lieutenant; 
**  and  the  messenger  who  was  sent  to  request 
his  attendance  fortunately  learned  from  a  post^ 
boy  that  the  Hertfordshire  baronet,  in  com- 
mon with  many  other  gentlemen,  is  travelling 
in  the  west,  just  at  this  moment;  and  that 
he  slept  last  night,  at  a  house  only  twenty 
miles  distant.    The  express  reached  him  several 
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hours  aboe,  and  an  answer  has  been  received 
mformiDg  us  that  we  may  expect  to  see  him 
in  an  hour  or  two." 

Thus  much  was  related  by  Wycherly.    But, 
we  may  add,  that  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe 
was  a  Catholic,  as  it  was  then  usual  to  term 
the  Romanists,  and,  in  secret,  a  Jacobite ;  and, 
in  common  with  many  of  that  reUgiou6  per- 
suasion, he  was  down  in  the  west,  to  see  if  a 
rising  oould  not  be  organized  in  that  part  of 
the  kingdom,  as -a  diversion  to  any  attempt 
to  repel  the  young  Pretender   in  the  north. 
As  the  utmost  caution  was  used  by  the  con- 
spirators, this  fact  was  not  even  suspected  by 
any  who  were  not  in  the  secret  of  the  whole 
proceeding.     Understanding  that  his  relation 
was  an  inefficient  old  man,  Sir  Reginald,  him- 
self an  active  and  sagacious  intriguer,  had  ap- 
proached thus  near  to  the  old  paternal  resi- 
dence of  his  family,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  his 
own  name  and  descent  might  not  aid  him  in 
obtaining  levies  among  the  ancient  tenantry 
of  the  estate.    That  day  he  had  actually  in- 
tended to  appear  at  Wychecombe,  disguised, 
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and  under  an  assumed  name.  He  proposed 
venturing  on  this  step,  because  drcumstanrw 
put  it  in  his  power,  to  give  what  he  thought 
would  be  received  as  a  sufficient  excuse,  should 
his  conduct  excite  comment. 

Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe  was  a  siDgular, 
but  by  no  means  an  unnatural  compound  of 
management  and  integrity.  His  positioD  as 
a  Papist  had  disposed  him  to  intrigue^  while 
his  position  as  one  proscribed  by  religious 
hostility,  had  disposed  him  to  be  a  Papist 
Thousands  are  made  men  of  activity,  and  even 
of  importance,  by  persecution  and  proscrip- 
tion, who  would  pass  through  life  qoietly 
and  unnoticed  if  the  meddling  hand  of  humsn 
forethought  did  not  force  them  into  situations 
that  awaken  their  hostility,  and  quicken  their 
powers.  This  gentleman  was  a  firm  believer 
in  all  the  traditions  of  his  church,  though 
his  learning  extended  little  beyond  his  mis- 
sal ;  and  he  put  the  most  implicit  reliaoee 
on  the  absurd,  because  improbable,  fiction  of 
the  Nag's  Head  consecration,  without  having 
even  deemed  it  necessary  to  look  into  a  particle 
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of  ihat  testimony  by  which  alone  such  a  con- 
troversy could  be  decided.  In  a  word,  be 
was  an  instance  of  what  religious  intolerance 
has  ever  done,  and  will  probably  for  ever 
continue  to  do,  with  so  wayward  a  being  as 
man. 

Apart     from    this  weakness.   Sir    Reginald 
Wychecombe  had  both  a  shrewd  and  an  in- 
quiring mind.     His  reUgion  he  left  very  much 
to  the   priests;    but  of  his  temporal   affairs 
^e  assumed  a  careful  and  prudent  supervision. 
He  was   much  richer  than  the  head  of  the 
family  ;  but,  while  he  had  no  meannesses  con- 
nected with  money,  he  had  no  objection  to 
be  the   possessor  of  the  old   family  estates. 
Of  his  own  relation  to  the  head  of  this  family 
he  was  perfectly  aware,  and  the  circumstance 
of  the   half-blood,   with  all   its  legal  conse- 
quences, was  no  secret  to  him.     Sir  Reginald 
Wychecombe  was  not  a  man  to  be  so  situ- 
ated without  having  recourse  to  all  proper 
means,  in  order,  as  it  has  become  the  fashion 
of  the  day  to  express  it,  *^  to  define  his  po- 
ntion."    By  means  of  a  shrewd  attorney,  if 
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not  of  his  own  religious,  at  least  of  hia  own 
political  opinions,  he  had  ascertained  the  fact, 
and  this  from  the  mouth  of  Martha  hersetf, 
that  Baron  Wychecombe  had  never  married ; 
and  that,  consequently,  Tom  and  his  bit>tlicn 
were  no  more  heirs-at-law  to  the  Wydie- 
combe  estate  than  he  was  in  his  own  person. 
He  fully  understood,  too,  that  there  was  no 
heir-at-law ;  and  that  the  lands  must  escheat 
unless  the  present  owner  made  a  will ;  and, 
to  this  last  act,  his  precise  information  toU 
him  that  Sir  Wycherly  had  an  unconquerable 
reluctance.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is 
not  at  all  surprising  that  when  the  Hertford- 
shire baronet  was  thus  unexpectedly  sum- 
moned to  the  bed-side  of  his  distant  kinsman, 
he  inferred  that  his  own  claims  were  at  length 
to  be  tardily  acknowledged,  and  that  he  was 
about  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  estates 
of  his  legitimate  ancestors.  It  is  still  less 
wonderful  that,  believing  this,  he  prompdy 
promised  to  lose  no  time  in  obeying  the  sum- 
mons, determining  momentarily  to  forget  bis 
political,  in  order  to  look  a  little  after  his 
personal  interests. 
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The  reader  will  understand,  of  course,  that 
all  these  details  were  unknown  to  the  inmates 
of  the  Hall,  beyond  the  fact  of  the  expected 
arrival    of   Sir  Reginald   Wychecombe,    and 
that  of  the  circumstance  of  the  half-blood ; 
which,  in  its  true  bearing,  was  known  alone 
to  Tom.     Their   thoughts  were  directed   to- 
wards the  situation  of  their  host,  and  little 
was  said  or  done  that  had  not  his  immediate 
condition  for  the  object.     It  being  understood, 
however,    that   the    surgeons    kept    the    sick 
chamber  closed  against  all  visitors,  a  silent 
and   melancholy  breakfast  was  taken  by  the 
whole  party,  in  waiting  for  the  moment  when 
they  might  be  admitted.     When  this  cheer- 
less   meal  was    ended.   Sir  Gervaise    desired 
Bluewater  to  follow  him  to  his  room,  whither 
he  led  the  way  in  person. 

**  It  is  possible,  certainly,  that  Vervillin 
is  out,"  commenced  the  vice-admiral,  when 
they  were  alone ;  **  but  we  shall  know  more 
about  it  when  the  cutter  gets  in,  and  reports. 
You  saw  nothing  but  her  number,  I  think 
you  told  me  ?" 
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**  She  was  at  work  with  private  sigiuls 
when  I  left  the  head-land;  of  course  I  wis 
unable  to  read  them  without  the  boolc^ 

"  That  Vervillin  is  a  good  fellow,"  retained 
Sir  Oervaise,  rubbing  his  hands — a  way  he 
had  when  much  pleased ;  *^  and  has  stuff  in 
him.  He  has  thirteen  two*decked  ships,  Dicki 
and  that  will  be  one  a-piece  for  our  captaios, 
and  a  spare  one  for  each  of  our  flags.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  three-decker  in  that  squad- 
ron?" 

^^  There  you  've  made  a  small  mistake.  Sir  j 
Oervaise^  as  the  Comte  de  Vervillin  had  his  i 
flag  in  the  largest  three-decker  of  France; 
U  Bourbon  120.  The  rest  of  his  ships  are 
like  our  own,  though  much  fuller  manned." 

*^  Never  mind.  Blue — never  mind  :-*we  11 
put  two  on  the  Bourbon,  and  try  to  make 
our  frigates  of  use.  Besides,  you  have  a 
knack  at  keeping  the  fleet  so  compact,  that 
it  is  nearly  a  single  battery.'' 

**'  May  I  venture  to  ask,  then,  if  it  ^s  your 
intention  to  go  out,  should  the  news  by  the 
Active  prove  to  be  what  you  anticipate  ?** 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS.  47 

Sir  GFervaise  cast  a  quick,  distrustful  glance 
at  the  other,  anxious  to  read  the  motive  for 
the  question,  at  the  same  time  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  betray  his  own  feelings;  then 
he  appeared  to  meditate  on  the  answer. 

"  It  is  not  quite  agreeable  to  lie  here, 
chafing  our  cables,  with  a  French  squadron 
roving  the  channel,^  he  said ;  **  but  I  rather 
think  it's  my  duty  to  wait  for  orders  from 
the  Admiralty,  under  present  circumstances." 

'*  Do  you  expect  my  lords  will  send  you 
through  the  Straits  of  Dover,  to  blockade 
the  Frith  ?•» 

*'  If  they  do,  Bluewater,  I  shall  hope  for 
your  company.  I  trust  a  night^s  rest  has 
given  you  different  views  of  what  ought  to 
be  a  seaman'^s  duty,  when  his  country  is  at 
open  war  with  her  ancient  and  most  pow- 
erful enemies." 

'*  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to 
declare  war,  Oakes.  No  one  but  a  lawful 
sovereign  can  make  a  lawful  war." 

**Ay,  here  come  your  cursed  distinctions 
about  de  jure  and   de  facto  again.     By  the 
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way,  Dick,  you  are  something  of  a  scholar: 
can  you  tell  me  what  is  understood  by  calliiig 
a  man  a  nullus  ?^ 

Admiral  Bluewater,  who  had  taken  bis  usual 
lolling  attitude  in  the  most  comfortable  chair 
he  could  find,  while  his  more  mercurial  friend 
kept  pacing  the  room,  now  raised  his  bead 
in  surprise,  following  the  quick  motions  of 
the  other  with  his  eyes,  as  if  he  doubted 
whether  he  had  rightly  heard  the  question. 

<*  It 's  plain  English,  is  it  not  ?  or  plain 
Latifif  if  you  will — what  is  meant  by  calling 
a  man  a  nullus  ?"  repeated  ^r  Oervaise,  ob- 
serving the  other's  manner. 

"  The  Latin  is  plain  enough,  certainly,^  re^ 
turned  Bluewater,  smiling.  **  You  surely  do 
not  mean  nullus^  nulla,  nullum  V 

<<  Exactly  that :  you  \e  hit  it  to  a  gender. 
Nullus,  nulla,  nullum.  No  man,  no  woman, 
no  thing.     Masculine,  feminine^  neuter.^ 

^*  I  never  heard  the  saying.  If  ever  used, 
it  must  be  some  silly  play  on  sounds,  aod 
mean  a  numskull,  or,  perhaps,  a  fling  at 
a  fellow^s  position,  by  saying  he  Is  a  '  nobody.' 
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Who  the  deuce  has  been  calling  another  a 
nullus,  in  the  presence  of  the  commander-in^ 
chief  of  the  southern  squadron  P^ 

**Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  our  unfor- 
tunate host,  here;  the  poor  man  who  is  on 
bis  death-bed,  on  this  very  floor.** 

Again  Bluewater  raised  his  head ;  and  once 
more  his  eye  sought  the  face  of  his  friend. 
Sir  Gervaise  had  now  stopped  short,  with  his 
hands  crossed  behind  his  back,  looking  intently 
at  the  other,  in  expectation  of  the  answer. 

**  I  thought  it  might  be  some  difficulty  from 
the  fleet— some  silly  fellow  complaining  of 
another  still  more  silly,  for  using  such  a  word. 
Sir  Wycherly  !  the  poor  man^s  mind  must 
haye  failed  him.** 

**  I  rather  think  not ;  if  it  has,  there  is 
'method  in  his  madness,'  for  he  persevered 
most  surprisingly  in  the  use  of  the  term. 
His  nephew,  Tom  Wychecombe,  the  presump- 
tive heit,  he  insists  on  it,  is  a  nuUus  ;  while 
this  Sir  Reginald,  who  is  expected  to  arrive 
every  instant,  he  says  is  only  half-— or  half* 
Uood,  as  it  has  since  been  explained  to  us." 

VOL.n.  D 
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*^I  am  afraid  this  nephew  will  prove  to 
be  anything  but  nullum  when  he  suooecds 
to  the  estate  and  title^""  answered  ffiuevater 
gravely.  <<A  more  sinister Jookin^  scoiiBiirfl 
I  never  laid  eyes  on.** 

^  That  is  just  my  way  of  thinking ;  and  not 
in  the  least  like  the  family.** 

^^  This  matter  of  likenesses  is  not  easily  ex« 
plained,  Oakes.  We  see  parents  and  chfldrec 
without  any  visible  resemblance  to  each  other; 
and  then  we  find  startling  likenesses  beiveeo 
utter  strangers.'* 

^^  Bachelors^  children  may  be  in  that  predi* 
caroent,  certainly ;  but  I  should  think  fev 
others.  I  never  yet  studied  a  child*  that  I 
did  not  find  some  resemblance  to  both  parents, 
covert  and  only  transitory,  peiiiaps,  but  t 
likeness  so  distinct  as  to  establish  the  relatioii- 
ship.  What  an  accursed  chance  it  is,  that  oor 
noble  young  lieutenant  should  have  no  claim 
on  this  old  baronet ;  while  this  d-«-d  nulba  ii 
both  heir-at-law  and  heir  of  entail  t  I  never 
took  half  as  much  interest  in  any  other  man's 
estate  as  I  take  in  the  succession  ta  this  of  oar 
poor  host  r 
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"  There  you  are  mistaken,  Oakes ;  you  took 
more  in  mine  ;  for,  when  I  made  a  will  in  your 
own  favour,  and  gave  it  to  you  to  read,  you 
tore  it  in  two^  and  threw  it  overboard,  with 
your  owu  hand.^ 

^Ay,  that  was  an  act  of  lawful  authority. 

As  your  superior,  I  countermanded  that  Will  I 

1  hope  you  've  made  another,  and  given  your 

money,   as   I  told  you,   to  your  cousin,   the 

Viscount.'' 

''  I  did,  but  that  Will  has  shared  the  fate  of 
the  first.  It  appearing  to  me,  that  we  are 
touching  on  serious  tiroes,  and  Bluewater  be- 
ing rich  already,  I  destroyed  the  devise  in  his 
favour,  and  made  a  new  one  this  very  morn- 
ing. As  you  are  my  executor,  as  usual,  it  may 
be  well  to  let  you  know  it.'' 

^Dick,  you  have  not  been  mad  enough  to 
cut  off  the  head  of  your  own  family,  your 
own  flesh  and  blood,  as  it  might  be,  to  leave 
the  few  thousands  you  own  to  this  mad  adven- 
turer in  Scotland ! " 

Bluewater  smiled  at  this  evidence  of  the  fa- 
iniliarity  of  his  friend  with  his  own  way  of 
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thinking  and  feeling ;  and,  for  a  single  insUnt, 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  put  his  first  inten- 
tion in  force,  in  order  that  the  oonformity  of 
views  might  have  been  still  more  perfect;  bat, 
putting  a  hand  in  his  pocket,  he  drew  out  tk 
document  itself,  and  leaning  forward,  gave  it 
carelessly  to  Sir  Oervaise. 

**  There  is  the  Will ;  and  by  looking  it  over, 
you  will  know  what  I  Ve  done^**  he  said.  ^  I 
wish  you  would  keep  it;  for,  if  *  misery  makes 
us  acquainted  with  strange  bed-fellows,'  revolu- 
tions reduce  us,  often,  to  strange  plights,  and 
the  paper  will  be  safer  with  you  than  with  me. 
Of  course,  you  will  keep  my  secret  until  the 
proper  time  to  reveal  it  shall  arrive.'* 

The  vice-admiral,  who  knew  that  he  had  no 
direct  interest  in  his  friend's  disposition  of  his 
property,  took  the  will,  with  a  good  deal  of 
curiosity  to  ascertain  its  provisions.  So  short 
a  testament  was  soon  read ;  and  his  eye  rested 
intently  on  the  paper  until  it  had  taken  in  the 
last  word.  Then  his  hand  dropped,  and  he 
regarded  Bluewater  with  a  surpise  he  neither 
affected  nor  wished  to  conceal.     He  did  not 
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doubt  his  fneod's  sanityi  but  he  greatly  ques- 
tioned bis  discretion. 

^  This  is  a  very  simple^  but  a  very  ingenious 
arrangement,  to  disturb  the  order  of  society," 
he  said ;  ^  and  to  convert  a  very  modest  and 
unpretending^  though  lovely  girl,  into  a  for« 
ward  and  airs-taking  old  woman  !  What  is 
this  Mildred  Button  to  you,  that  you  should 
bequeath  to  her  80,0002.  ?"" 

^  She  is  one  of  the  meekest,  most  ingenuous, 
purest,  and  loveHest^  of  her  meek,  ingenuous, 
pure,  and  lovely  sex,  crushed  to  the  earth  by 
the  curse  of  a  brutal,  drunken  father ;  and, 
I  am  resolute  that  this  world  shall,  for 
once,  afford  some  compensation  for  its  own 


miseries.'' 


^  Never  doubt  that,  Richard  Bluewater ; 
never  doubt  thaL  So  certain  is  vice,  or  crime, 
to  bring  its  own  punishment  in  this  life,  that 
one  may  well  question  if  any  other  hell  is 
needed.  And,  depend  on  it,  your  meek,  mo- 
dest  ingenuousness,  in  its  turn,  will  not  go 
unrewarded.'' 

^  Quite  true^  so  far  as  the  spirit  is  concern- 
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ed;  but,  I  mean  to  provide  a  little  for  tbe 
comfort  of  the  body.  You  remember  Agnet 
Hed worth,  I  take  it  for  granted?'' 

^^  Remember  her !  —  out  of  all  question. 
Had  the  war  left  me  leisure  for  making  love, 
she  was  the  only  woman  I  ever  knew  who 
could  have  brought  me  to  her  feet  —  I  mem 
as  a  dog,  Dick/' 

<<  Do  you  see  no  resemblance  betweeen  her 
and  this  Mildred  Dutton  ?  It  is  in  the  expres- 
sion rather  than  in  the  features ;  but,  it  is  the 
expression  which  alone  denotes  the  character.'' 

*<  By  George,  you  're  right,  Bluewater ;  and  I 
this  relieves  me  from  some  embarrassmeot 
I  've  felt  about  that  very  expression  of  which 
you  speak.  She  is  like  poor  Agnes,  who 
became  a  saint  earlier  than  any  of  us  could 
have  wished.  Living  or  dead,  Agnes  Hed* 
worth  must  be  an  angel  I  You  were  fonder 
of  her  than  of  any  other  woman,  I  believe. 
At  one  time,  I  thought  you  might  propose  for 
her  hand." 

^*  It  was  not  that  sort  of  affection ;  and  yoa 
could  not  have  known  her  private  history, 
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or  you  would  not  haye  fancied  this.     I  was 

so  situated  in  the  way  of  relatives,  that  Agnes, 

though  only  the  child  of  a  oousin-gennan,  was 

the  nearest  youthful  female  relative  I  had  on 

earth;    and  I  re^jaxded   her  more   as  a  sister 

than  as  a  creature  who  could  ever  become  my 

wife.     She  was  oxteen  years  my  junior;  and 

by  the  time  she  had  become  old  enough   to 

marry,  I  was  accustomed  to  think  of  her  only 

as  one  destined  for  another  station.    The  same 

feeling  existed  as  to  her  sister,    the  duchess, 

though  in  a  greatly  lessened  degree.** 

*^  Poor  sweet  Agnes !  And  it  is  on  account 
<^  this  accidental  resemblance  that  you  have 
determined  to  make  the  daughter  of  a  drunken 
sailing-master  your  heiress  ?" 

**  Not  altogether  so.  The  Will  was  drawn 
before  I  was  conscious  that  the  likeness  ex- 
isted. Still,  it  has  probably,  unknown  to  my- 
self, greatly  disposed  me  to  view  her  with 
favour.  But,  Oervaise,  Agnes  herself  was 
not  fairer  in  person,  or  more  lovely  in  mind, 
than  this  very  Mildred  Dutton.** 
"  Well,  you  have  not  been  accustomed  to 
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regard  her  as  a  sister;  and  die  has  become 
marriageable,  without  there  having  been  any 
opportunity  for  your  regarding  ber  as  to 
peculiarly  sacredy  Dick  I"  returned  Sir  Gcr- 
vaise,  half  suppressing  a  smile  as  he  threw  a 
quiet  glance  at  his  friend. 

*^  You  know  this  to  be  idle^  Oakea.  Some 
one  must  inherit  my  money.  My  brother  is 
long  since  dead;  even  poor,  poor  Agnes  is 
gone ;  her  sister  don't  need  it ;  Bluewater  » 
an  over-rich  bachelor,  already ;  you  won't  take 
it ;  and  what  better  can  I  do  with  it  ?  If  yon 
could  have  seen  the  cruel  manner  in  whidi 
the  spirits  of  both  mother  and  daughter  were 
crushed  to  the  earth  last  night,  by  that  beast 
of  a  husband  and  father,  you  would  have  fdt 
a  desire  to  relieve  their  misery,  even  though 
it  had  cost  you  Bowldero^  and  half  your  money 
in  the  funds.^ 

*^  Uraph  !  Bowldero  has  been  in  my  iamfly 
five  centuries,  and  is  likely  to  remain  there, 
Master  Bluewater,  five  more;  unless,  indeed, 
your  dashing  Pretender  should  succeed,  and 
take  it  away  by  confiscation.^ 
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'*  There,  again,  was  another  inducement. 
Should  I  leave  my  cash  to  a  rich  person,  and 
should  chance  put  me  on  the  wrong  side  in 
this  struggle,  the  king,  de  factor  would  get 
it  all;  whereas,  even  a  German  would  not 
have  the  heart  to  rob  a  poor  creature  like 
Mildred  of  her  support.'' 

*^  The  Scotch  are  notorious  for  bowels,  in 
such  matters !  Well,  have  it  your  own  way, 
Dick.  It 's  of  no  great  moment  what  you  do 
with  your  prize-money;  though  I  had  sup- 
posed it  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  this  boy, 
Geoffrey  Cleveland,  who  is  no  discredit  to  your 
blood." 

*'  He  will  have  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 
It  five-and-twenty,  that  were  left  him  by  old 
Lady  Greenfield,  his  great-aunt,  and  that  is 
more  than  he  will  know  what  to  do  with.  But, 
enough  of  this.  Have  you  received  further 
tidings  from  the  north  during  the  night  ?  " 

''  Not  a  syllable.  This  is  a  retired  part  of 
the  country ;  and  half  Scotland  might  be  cap- 
nied  in  one  of  its  loughs  and  we  not  know 
of  it  for  a  week,  down  here   in  Devonshire. 
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Should  I  get  no  intelligence  or  orders  in  tk 
next  thirty-six  hours,  I  think  of  posting  up 
to  London,  leaving  you  in  command  of  tbe 
fleet." 

That  may  not  be  wise.  You  would 
scarcely  confide  so  important  a  trust,  in  sodi 
a  crisis,  to  a  man  of  my  political  feelings,  I 
will  not  say  opinions:  since  you  attribute  all 
to  sentiment.^ 

**  I  would  confide  my  life  and  honour  to 
you,  Richard  Bluewater,  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  the  security  of  both,  so  long  as  it 
depended  on  your  own  acts  or  indinadons.  | 
We  must  first  see,  however,  what  news  the 
Active  brings  us ;  for,  if  De  Yervillin  is  really 
out,  I  shall  assume  that  the  duty  of  an  Englidi 
sailor  is  to  beat  a  Frenchman,  before  all  other 
considerations/' 

"  "  If  he  can^**  drily  observed  the  other,  rais- 
ing his  right  leg  so  high  as  to  place  tbe  foot 
on  the  top  of  an  old-fashioned  chair ;  an  effort 
that  nearly  brought  his  back  in  a  horisonfal 
line. 

"  I  am  far  from  regarding  it  as  a  matter  of 
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eoorse.  Admiral  Bluewater;  but,  it  has  been 
done  sufficiently  often  to  render  it  an  event 
of  no  very  violent  possibility*  Ah,  here  is 
Magrath  to  tell  us  the  condition  of  his  pa^ 
tient/' 

The  surgeon  of  the  Plantagenet  entering  the 
room  at  that  moment,  the  conversation  was  in- 
stantly changed. 

^WeO,  Magrath,"  said  Sir  Oervaise^  stop- 
inng  suddenly  in  his  quarter-deck  pace,  *'  what 
news  of  the  poor  man  ?  ** 

'*  He  is  reviving.  Admiral  Oakes,**  returned 
the  phlegmatic  surgeon;  '^but  it  is  like  the 
^bamiog  of  sunshine  that  streams  through 
clouds  as  the  great  luminary  sets  behind  the 
hffla— « 

**  Oh !  hang  your  poetry,  doctor ;  let  us 
have  nothing  but  plain  matter-of-fact  this 
morning." 

^  Well,  then.  Sir  Gervaise,  as  commander- 
in-chief,  you  11  be.  obeyed,  I  think.  Sir  Wy- 
chetly  Wycheoombe  is  suffering  under  an 
attack  of  apoplexy,  or  mrov^sifi^,  as  the 
Greeks  had  it.    The  diagnosis  of  the  disease 
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is  not  easily  miBUkeo,  though  it  has  its  al 
nities  as  wdl  as  other  maladies.  The  apfj 
cations  for  gout,  or  arthritUt  loinetinies  jv 
duce  apoplexy ;  though  one  disease  is  aeab 
in  the  bead,  while  the  other  usually  tab 
refuge  in  the  feet.  Ye  II  understand  this  tl 
more  readily,  gentlemen,  when  ye  reflect,  th 
as  a  thief  is  chased  from  one  hidiDg^jdaoe  1 
commonly  endeavours  to  get  into  aootber. 
much  misgive  the  prudence  of  the  phlebotoai 
ye  practised  among  ye,  on  the  first  summot 
to  the  patient." 

"  What  the  devil  doe*  the  man  mean  b; 
phlebotomy  ? "  exclaimed  Sir  Gervaise,  wb 
had  an  aversion  to  medicine,  and  kitei 
scarcely  any  of  the  commonest  terms  of  prse 
tice,  though  expert  in  bleeding. 

*'  I  'm  (hinking  it 's  what  you  and  Admirs 
Bluewater  so  freely  administer  to  His  Ha 
jesty's  enemies  whenever  ye  fall  in  witb  'en 
at  sea;  be,  he,  be!"  answered  Magratb 
chuckling  at  his  own  humour,  which,  as  tbi 
quantity  was  small,  was  all  the  better  ii 
quality. 
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*^  Surely  he  does  not  mean  powder  and  shot ! 
We  give  the  French  shot.  Sir  Wycherly  has 
not  been  shot  ? '' 

■*  Varra  true,  Sir  Gervaise,  but  ye  've  let 
him  blcxxi,  amang  ye:  a  measure  that  has 
been  somewhat  preoeepitately  practised^  I  'ye 
my  misgivings !  * 

*'  Now,  any  old  woman  can  tell  us  better 
than  that,  doctor.  BloodJetting  is  the  every-^ 
day  remedy  for  attacks  of  this  sort.** 

^  I  do  not  dispute  the  dogmas  of  elderly 

persons  of  the  other  sex.  Sir  Gervaise,  or  your 

toery^-day   rtmedia.      If  ^every-day'  doctors 

would  save  life  and  alleviate  pain,  diplomas 

would  be  unnecessary;    and  we  might  all  of 

OS  practise   on    the  principle   of   the    Me'el 

tak'  the  hindmaist,'  as  ye  did  yoursel'.   Sir 

Oerraise,  when  ye  cut  and  slashed  amang  the 

Dons  in  boarding  El  Liria     1  was  there,  ye  ^11 

both  remember,  gentlemen ;  and  was  oble^ed 

to  lew  up  the  gashes  ye  made  with  your  own 

irreverent  and  ungodly  hands."* 

This  speech  referred  to  one  of  the  most 
desperate,   hand-to-hand   struggles,  in   which 
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the  two  flag-officera  hul  ever  been  eagtfti 
and,  as  it  afforded  them  the  means  of  exh 
biting  their  personal  gallantry,  when  quji 
young  men,  both  usually  looked  back  upo 
the  exploit  with  great  self-coroplaceocy ;  S 
Gerraise,  in  particular,  his  friend  having  orfti 
declared  since,  that  they  ought  to  have  bet 
laid  on  the  shelf  for  Hf^  as  a  panishinent  ft 
risking  their  men  in  so  mad  an  enterpri* 
though  it  did  prove  to  be  brillicody  sm 
cessful. 

"  That  was  an  affair  in  which  one  mi^ 
engage  at  twenty-two,  Magrath,"  obao^c 
Bluewater,  "but  which  he  ought  to  hetital 
about  thinking  of  even,  after  thirty." 

**  I  'd  do  it  again  this  blessed  day,  if  yo 
would  give  us  a  chance '. "  exclaimed  Sir  Oei 
vaise,  striking  the  back  of  one  hand  into  th 
palm  of  the  other,  with  a  «udden  energ] 
that  showed  how  much  he  was  excited  b; 
the  mere  recollection  of  the  scene. 

"That  wVd  yet — that  w'u'd  ye  I"  eai< 
Magrath,  growing  more  and  more  Scotch,  a 
he  warmed  in  the  discourse ;  "  ye  *d  board  i 
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mackerri-hoy  rather  than  not  have  an  engage- 
ment. Ye  *T  a  varra  capital  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  Sir  Gervaise,  but  I'm  judging  ye'd 
mak^  a  varra  indeeferent  loblolly-boy.^ 

*'  Bluewater,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  change 
ships  with  you»  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  old 
stand-by's  of  the  Plantagenet's  I  They  stick 
to  me  like  leeches;  and  have  got  to  be  so 
fiumHar,  that  they  criticise  all  my  orders,  and 
don't  more  than  half  obey  them,  in  the  bargain/' 
**  No  one  wiU  criticise  your  nautical  com- 
mands^ Sir  Gervaise;  though,  in  the  way  of 
the  healing  airt, — science  it  should  be  called — 
je  're  no  mair  to  be  trusted,  than  one  of  the 
young  gentlemen.  I  ^m  told  ye  drew  ye'r 
lancet  on  this  poor  gentleman,  as  ye  'd  draw 
your  sword  on  an  enemy  ! " 

**  I  did  indeed,  sir;  though  Mr.  Rotber- 
bam  had  rendered  the  application  of  the  in- 
strument unnecessary.  Apoplexy  is  a  rush- 
ing of  the  blood  to  the  head ;  and  by  dimi- 
nishing the  quantity  in  the  veins  of  the  arms 
or  temples  you  lessen  the  pressure  on  the 
brain." 
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"  Just  layman^8  practice,  sir;  just  btjUMo'i 
practice.  Will  ye  tell  me  now  if  the  p«tiMH?i 
face  was  red  or  white  P  Everything  depeod 
on  that:  which  is  the  true  diagncnu  of  tb 
malady." 

"  Red,  I  think.  Was  it  not,  Bluewater 
Red,  like  old  port,  of  which  I  fancy  the  poo 
man  had  more  than  his  share." 

"  Weel,  in  that  case,  you  were  not  so  wd 
wrong;  but,  they  tell  me  his  countenano 
was  pallid  and  death-like;  in  which  case  yi 
came  near  to  committing  murder.  There  ii 
one  principle  that  controls  the  diagooMs  of  all 
cases  of  apoplexy  among  ye  V  true  couDtr| 
gentlemen,  and  that  is,  that  the  system  v 
reduced  and  enfeehled  by  habitual  derotjou 
10  the  decanter.  In  such  attacks  ye  canns 
do  warse  than  to  let  blood.  But,  1 11  no  be 
hard  upon  you,  Sir  Oervaise ;  and  so  we  11 
drop  the  subject ;  though,  truth  to  say,  I  do 
not  admire  your  poaching  on  my  manor.  Sii 
Wycherly  is  materially  better,  and  expraswi, 
as  well  as  a  man  who  has  nut  the  use  of  bii 


THE  TWO  ADMIRALS.  65 

giiK  can  express  a  thing,  bis  besetting 
ire   to  make   Lis  but  will  and    testament. 

ordinar;  cases  of  apoplexia,  it  is  good 
dice  to  oppose  tbis  craving;  though,  as 
is  my  firm  o|UDion  that  nothing  can  save 
'  patient's  life,  I  do  not  set  myself  against 
;  mehsure,  ia  tbis  particular  caM.  Tbar* 
s  a  curious  discussioa  at  Edinbro',  in  my 
uth,  gentlemen,  on  the  question  whether 
i  considerations  connected  with  the  disposi- 
ID  of  the  property,  or  the  consideratioiu 
Qoected  with  the  patient's  health,  ought  to 
eponderate  in  the  physician's  mind«  when  it 
i^t  be  reasonably  doabted  whether  the  act 

DialdDg  a  wiUf  would  or  would  not  etsen- 
illy  afiect  the  nervous  system,  and  otber- 
ise  derange  the  functions  of  the  body.  A 
!rj  pntty  argument,  in  ezodlent  Edinbro* 
atin,  was  made  od  each  side  of  the  que*, 
on.  I  think,  on  the  whole,  the  pbyncos  had 
w  best  o''  it ;  for  they  could  show  a  plau- 
iUe  present  evil,  as  oppoeed  to  a  possible 
naotcgood.** 

"  Has  Sir  Wydterly  nwntioDed  my  name 
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tfais  momiDg?"   asked  the  Tice-admiral,  vi 

interest. 

"  He  has,  indeed,  Sir  Gervaiie  ;  and  tt; 
io  a  way  ao  manifestly  connected  with  bis  vi 
that  I'm  o|nning  yell  no  be  forgotten  in  t 
legacies.  The  name  of  Bluewater  was  in  I 
mouth  also."  * 

"  In  which  case  no  time  should  be  los 
for,  never  before  have  I  felt  half  the  inteie 
in  the  di^Mwition  of  a  stranger's  estate.  HaH 
Are  not  those  wheels  rattling  in  the  cour 
yaidl" 

"  Ye'r  senses  are  most  pairfect.  Sir  Oe 
vaise,  and  that  I  've  always  said  was  one  m 
son  why  ye  V  so  great  an  admirai,**  retume 
Magrath.  "  Mind,  only  our,  Sir  Gervaite 
for  many  qualities  united  are  necessary  t 
~  make  a  truly  great  man.  I  see  a  middte-agei 
gentleman  alighting,  and  servants  around  him 
who  wear  tbe  same  liTeries  as  those  of  tbi 
houses  Some  relative,  no  doubt,  come  to  lool 
after  the  legacies,  also." 

"  This  must  be  Sir  Ranald  Wychecombe: 
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lay  not  be  amiss  if  we  go  forward  to  re- 
e  bim,  Bluewater.^ 

t  this  suggestion  the  rear-admiral  drew 
lis  1^8,  which  had  not  changed  their  po- 
in  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  sur- 
□,  arose,  and  followed  Sir  OervaiBe,  as  the 
er  left  the  room. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Fideo,  tt  gaudto. 

Naihanielel 


Ton  WroHBCOMBB  had  experienced  u  uon- 
inesB,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain,  ever 
ince  he  learned  that  his  reputed  uncle  bad 
mt  a  messenger  to  bring  the  "  half-blood"  to 
lie  Hail.  From  the  moment  he  got  a  due 
1  the  fact  he  took  sufficient  pains  to  ascertmin 
'hat  was  in  the  wind  ;  and  when  Sir  Re^nald 
I'ycbecombe  entered  the  bouse  the  first  per- 
in  he  met  with  was  this  spurious  supporter  of 
le  honours  of  his  name. 

"  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe,  I  presume^ 
:om  the  arms  and  the  liveries  P"  said  Toaif 
ideavouring  to  assume  the  manner  of  a  host 

It  is  grateful  to  find  that,  though  we  m 
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bj  quite  two  ceaturies,  all  the  usages 
d  the  bearings  of  the  family  are  equally  pre- 
yed and  respected  by  botb  its  bnuiches." 
"  I  am  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe^  sir ;  and 
deavour  not  to  forget  the  honourable  ances- 
r  from  which  I  am  derived.  May  I  ask 
lat  kinsman  I  have  the  pleasure  now  to 
«t?" 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Wyebecombe,  sir,  at  your 
nmasd ;  the  eldett  son  of  Sir  Wycberly's 
tt  brother,  the  late  Hr.  Baron  Wyebecombe. 
rust,  Sir  Ranald,  you  have  not  considered 
as  so  far  removed  in  blood  as  to  have  entirely 
irlooked  our  births,  marriages,  and  deaths." 
"  I  have  not,  sir,  returned  the  baronet,  drily, 
i  with  an  emphasis  that  disturbed  his  lis- 
ler,  though  the  cold,  Jesuitical  smile  that 
nmpaaied  the  words,  had  the  effect  to  calm 
1  vivid  apprehensions.  '*  All  that  relates  to 
t  bouse  of  Wyebecombe  has  interest  in  my 
ei;  and  I  have  endeavoured*  successfully  I 
lilt,  to  ascertain  all  that  relates  to  its  births, 
imago,  and  deaths.  I  greatly  regret  that 
(  second  time  I  enter  this  venerable  dwell- 
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ing  should  be  on  an  occasion  as  melanefaol 
this,  OD  which  I  am  now  sumnxmed.  1 
is  your  respectable — bow  is  Sir  Wyci 
Wychecombe,  I  wish  to  say  ?  ^ 

There  was  suificient  in  this  aoswer,  take 
connexion  with  the  deliberate  gaarded, 
yet  eXftfessive  manner  of  the  speaker,  to  n 
Tom  extremely  uncomfortable,  tbou|fh  t 
was  also  sufficient  to  leave  hira  in  doubl 
to  his  namesake's  true  meaning.  Tbe  w 
emphasized  by  the  latter  were  touched  li 
ly,  though  distinctly  ;  and  the  cold,  aitii 
smile  with  which  they  were  uttered,  eomjAt 
baffled  the  sagacity  of  a  rogue,  as  conn 
place  as  the  beir-expecl«it.  Then  the  sui 
change  in  the  construction  of  the  last  aeate 
and  the  substitution  of  tbe  name  of  tbe  pe 
mentioned,  for  the  degree  of  affinity  in  w 
he  was  supposed  to  stand  to  Tan,  mighi 
merely  a  rigid  observance  t^  the  best  too 
society,  or  it  might  be  equivocal.  All  1 
little  distinctions  gleamed  across  the  mini 
Tom  Wychecombe ;  but  that  was  not  tbe 
ment  to  pursue  the  investigation.      Coui 
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[juired  that  be  should  make  an  immediate 
swer,  which  he  succeeded  in  dung  steadily 
ough  as  to  general  cppearaDcee,  though  his 
gacious  and  practised  questions  perceived 
at  bis  words  had  not  failed  of  [xwducing  the 
ipresaion  be  intended ;  for  be  had  looked  to 
leir  establishing  a  species  of  authority  over 
te  young  nian. 

"  Hy  honoured  sod  beloved  uncle  hat  re- 
ived a  little  they  tell  me,"  said  Tom ;  "  but 

fear  these  appearances  are  delusive.  AAer 
igbty-four,  death  has  a  fearfid  hold  upon  us, 
ir !  The  worst  of  it  is,  that  my  poor  dear  ud> 
te's  mind  is  sensibly  a&cted ;  aad  it  is  quite 
npossihle  to  get  at  any  of  his  little  wishes, 
1  the  way  of  memorials  and  messages — " 

"  How  then,  sir,  came  Sir  Wycherly  to 
onour  ttu  with  a  request  to  visit  him  P^  de- 
landed  the  other,  with  an  extremely  awkward 
ertiaency. 

"  I  suppose,  sir,  be  has  succeeded  in  mutter- 
ig  your  name,  and  (bat  a  natural  construction 
ai  been  put  on  its  use,  at  such  a  moment. 
lit  will  has  been  made  some  time,  I  under- 
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■Und :  though  I  am  ignorant  of  even  the  Dime 
of  the  executca-,  as  it  ii  dosed  in  an  mTdope, 
and  sealed  with  Sir  Wyeherly's  arms.  It  on- 
not  be,  then,  on  account  of  a  Witl  that  he  bit 
wished  to  see  you.  I  rather  think,  as  the  oat 
of  the  family,  out  of  the  dirtct  Une  ofttuitf 
lion,  he  may  have  ventured  to  name  you  ai 
the  executor  of  the  Will  in  existence,  and  hat 
thought  it  proper  to  notify  you  of  the  same." 

*'  Yes,  sir,"  relumed  Sir  Ranald,  in  bii 
usual  cold,  wary  manner ;  "  though  it  wouU 
have  been  more  in  conformity  with  usage  had 
the  notification  taken  the  form  of  a  requnl 
to  serve  previously  to  making  the  testament. 
My  letter  was  signed  *  Gervaise  Oakes,^  and, 
as  they  tell  me  a  fleet  is  in  the  ncigbbour- 
hood,  I  have  supposed  that  the  cetebratcd 
admiral  of  that  name  has  done  me  the  honour 
to  write  it.* 

"  You  are  not  mistaken,  sir ;  Sir  Gervaiie 
Oake*  is  in  the  house — ah,  here  he  conMi 
to  receive  you,  accompanied  by  rear-admiral 
Bluewater,  whom  the  sailors  call  his  main- 
masL" 
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be  forgoing  conversation  had  taken  place 
little  parbur  that  led  off  from  the  great 

whither  Tom  had  conducted  bis  guest, 
in  which  the  two  admirals  now  made  theii 
larance.  Introductions  were  scarcely  ne- 
vy;  the  uniform  and  star — for  in  thai 
officers  usually  appeared  in  their  robes- 
uniform  and  star  of  Sir  Oervaise  at  onc« 
'laiming  his  rank  and  name ;  wbil^  be- 
m  Sir  Ranald  and  Bluewater  there  ex- 
1  a  slight  personal  aquaintance,  which  ha<i 
wn  out  of  their  covert,  but  deep  Jacobitf 
ipathies. 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  P  and  "  Sir  Reginalc 
rchecombe !"  passed  between  the  gentlemen 
h  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hand  from  th< 
niral,  which  was  met  by  a  cold  touch  o 
fingers  on  the  part  of  the  other,  that  migh 
y  well  have  passed  for  the  great  model  o 

sophisticated  manipulation  of  the  moden 
ute,  but  which,  in  fact,  was  the  result  o 
Qperament  rather  than  of  fashion.  As  sooi 
this  ceremony  was  gone  through,  and  . 
'  brief  expresnons  of  courtesy  were  ei 
roL.  ti.  E 
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changed,  the  new-comer  turned  to  Bloew 
with  an  air  of  great  freedonii  lud  continued 

"  And  you,  toc^  Sir  Bichud  Blueva: 
I  rejoice  to  meet  an  acquaintance  in  this 
lancholy  scene." 

"  I  am  happy  to  see  you,  Sir  R^ioi 
though,  you  have  conferred  on  me  a  title 
which  1  have  no  proper  dum.^ 

'*  No  !  —  the  papers  tdl  us  that  you  b 
received  one  of  the  lately  vacant  red  ribandi 

"  I  believe  some  such  honour  has  been 
contemplation — " 

"  Contemplation  I  —  I  do  assure  you, 
your  name  is  fairly  and  distinctly  gasetl 
asi  by  sending  to  my  carriage,  it  will  \x 
my  power  to  show  you.  I  am,  then, 
first  to  call  you  '  Sir  Richard  1'" 

"  Excuse  me,  Sir  R^inold,  there  is  k 
little  misapprehension  in  this  matt^ ;  I  pr 
to  remain  plain  Rear-Admiral  Bluewoter. 
due  season,  all  will  be  explained." 

The  parties  exchanged  looks,  whidi,  in  dj 
like  those  io  which  they  lived  were  sufSdei 
intelligible  to  both,  and  the  conversation 
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iDtly  changed.     Before   Sir  Reginald   re- 
lubed  tbe  hand  he  held,  however,  he  gave 

cordial  squeew,  an  indma^D  that  was 
roed  by  a  varni  pressure  from  Bluewater. 

party  then  begaa  to  converse  of  Sir 
dierly,  his  actual  condition,  and  his  pro- 
le niotiTe  in  desiring  to  see  his  distant 
man.      This  motive  Sir  Oervaise,  r^;ard> 

of  tbe  presence  of  Tom  Wychecombe, 
iared  to  be  a  wirii  to  make  a  will;  and, 
tte  believed,  the  intention  of  naming  Sir 
^nald  his  executor,  if  not  iii  some  still 
%  interesting  capacity. 
'  I  understand  Sir  Wycherly  has  a  con- 
»«ble  sum  entirely  at  his  own  disposal," 
idnaed  the  vice-adroiral ;  **  and  I  confess  1 
!  to  see  a  man  remember  his  friends  and  ser> 
Its  generoudy  in  his  last  moments.  The  estate 
aitailed,  I  hear;  and  I  suppose  Mr.  Thomas 
ychecombe  htfe  will  be  none  tbe  worse  for 
U  precaution  in  his  ancestor ;  let  the  old 
ntleman  do  as  he  pleases  with  his  savings." 
Sir  Qervaisc  was  so  much  accustomed  to 
mmand,  that  he  did  not  feel  the  singularity 
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Isst  twenty-four  boon ;  a  knowledge  of  ' 
really  helpless  sUte  of  Sir  Wycherly,  and 
le  manner  in  which  he  himself  had  been 
moned,  included.  When  satisfied,  he  ex- 
Kd  a  desire  to  see  the  ucL  man. 
By  the  way,  Sir  Reginald,"  said  the  vice- 
ira),  with  his  hand  on  the  lock  of  the  door, 
iting  his  own  movement  to  put  the  ques- 
,  "  I  aee,  by  your  manner  of  expressing 
rself,  that  the  law  has  not  been  entirely 
'looked  in  your  education.  Do  you  hap- 
to  know  what  'half-blood'  means F  it  is 
er  a  medical  or  a  legal  term,  and  I  under- 
id  few  but  nauticaL" 

You  could  not  apply  to  any  man  in  Eng- 
1,  Sir  tierraise,  better  qualiBed  to  tell  you," 
irered  the  Hertfordshire  baronet,  smiling 
ressivdy.  "  I  am  a  barrister  of  the  Middle 
nple,  having  been  educated  as  a  younger 
,  and  having  since  succeeded  an  elder  bro- 
r,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven ;  and  I  stand 
he  unfortunate  relation  of  the  *  half-blood ' 
■elf  to  this  very  estate  on  which  we  are 
f  conversing.*' 
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thii  particular  proTision  of  the  com  moo 
;  «  circumatance  that  probably  arose  from 
having  so  tmall  an  interest  now  in  the 
teries  of  the  profeaeioD,  and  so  large  an 
rest  in  the  family  estate  of  Wychecombe, 
royed  by  its  dUtwn.  He  wa%  conse- 
Dtly,  leas  surprised,  and  not  at  all  hurti 
the  evident  manner  in  which  the  sailor 
idiated  his  statement,  as  doing  violence 
ally  to  reason,  justice,  and  probability. 

Good,  honest,  wdl-meaning  old  England 
Tates  many  grievous  things,  not  withstanding, 

Gervaise,"  he  answered ;  '*  among  others, 
olerates  the  law  of  the  half-blood.  Much 
■ends  cm  the  manner  in  which  men  view 
se  thing* ;  that  which  seems  gold  to  one, 
imbling  silver  in  the  eyes  of  another.  Now, 
lore  say," — this  was  said  as  a  feeler,  and 
h  a  smile  that  might  pass  for  ironical  or 
ifiding,  as  the  listener  pleased  to  take  it — 
low,  I  dare  ny,  the  clans  would  tell  us 
It  England  tolerates  an  usurper,  while  her 
rful  prince  was  in  banishment ;  though  yau 
1  /  might  not  feel  disposed  to  allow  it," 
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Sir  Gerratse  started,  and  cast  a  qind^  su 
icious  glance  at  the  speaker ;  but  there  t 
itter  stood,  with  as  open  and  guilelett  to  t 
ressioD  on  his  handsome  features  at  wu  ei 
!en  in  the  countenance  of  confiding  nstcer 

"  Your  supposititious  case  is  no  paralk 
•turned  the  vice-admiral,  losing  every  tiu 
f  suspicion  at  this  appearance  of  card 
"anknesB ;  "  since  men  often  follow  their  fi 
igs  in  their  allegiance,  while  the  law  u  si 
osed  to  be  governed  b;  reason  and  jutti 
lut,  now  we  are  on  the  subject,  will  you  i 
le,  Sir  Reginald)  if  you  also  know  wba 
If Uut  is?* 

*•  I  have  no  farther  knowledge  of  the  bi 
■ct,  Sir  Oervaise,"  returned  the  other,  si 
ig  this  time  quite  naturally,  **  than  is  to 
>und  in  the  Latin  dictionaries  and  gn 
lars." 

"  Ay,  you  mean  ttuUta,  nulla,  nullt 
Ivea  we  sailors  know  that ;  as  we  all  go 
shool  before  we  go  to  sea.  But,  Sir  ^ 
lierly,  in  efforts  to  make  himself  undenlo 
died  you  a  *  half-blood.'  " 
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"  And  quite  correctly  —  I  admit  such  to  be 
le  fact ;  and  that  I  have  do  more  legal  chiim 
batever  on  this  estate,  than  you  have  your- 
U.  Hy  moral  right,  however,  may  be  some- 
bat  bettw-." 

**  It  is  much  to  your  credit  that  you  so 
■nkly  admit  it.  Sir  Ranald ;  for,  hang  me, 

I  think  even  the  judges  would  dream  of 
inng  such  an  objection  to  your  succeeding, 
ileta  reminded  of  it." 

"  Therein  you  do  them  injustice,  Sir  Gei^ 
liie;  as  it  is  thdr  duty  to  administer  the 
ws,  let  them  be  what  they  may." 

"  Perhaps  you  are  right,  sir.  But  the  rea- 
m  for  my  asking  what  a  nullut  is,  was  the 
Tcumstance  that  Sir  Wycherly,  in  the  course 
r  his  efforts  to  speak,  repeatedly  called  his 
ephew  and  heir,  Mr.  Thomas  Wychecombe, 
y  that  epithet." 

"  Did  he  indeed !  Was  the  epithet,  as  you 
rell  term  it,^/itif  nulliui?" 

"  I  rather  think  it  was  nallui  —  though  I  do 
vliere  the  word  ^Uus  was  muttered,  once  or 
wice,  also." 
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"  Yes,  sir,  this  has  been  the  case;  ind  1 
Dt  sorrjr  Sir  Wycherly  ii  nrtn  <d  ti»  ti 
1 1  hear  that  the  young  man  affects  to  c 
der  himself  in  a  different  poiDt  of  view. 
liu$  nulHus  is  the  legal  term  for  a  buti 
le  '  son  of  nobody,'  as  you  will  at  o 
nderstand.  I  am  folly  aware  that  sucl 
le  unfortunate  predicament  of  Mr.  Tboi 
Cychecombe,  whose  fiither,  I  possess  conp 
ndence  to  show,  was  never  married  to 
lother." 

"  And  yet,  Sir  R^;iiiald,  the  itnpik 
iscal  carries  in  his  pocket  eren,  a  certific 
gned  by  some  parish  priest  in  LoodoOi 
rove  the  contrary." 

The  civil  baronet  seemed  surprised  at 
ssertion  of  his  military  brother ;  but  Sir  ( 
Btse  explaining  what  had  passed  between  h 
■If  and  the  young  man,  he  could  no  Ion 
itertain  any  doubt  of  the  facL 

"  Since  you  have  seen  the  document," 
imed  Sir  Reginald,  it  must,  indeed,  be 
id  this  misguided  boy  is  prepared  to  t 
ly  desperate  step  in  order  to  obtain  the  t 
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ind  the  eaUte.  All  that  he  has  Boid  about  i 
^iU  muit  be  fabulous,  as  uo  man  in  his  aensei 
rould  risk  his  neck  to  obtain  so  hollow  i 
lisCiDctioa  M  a  baronetcy  —  we  are  equall< 
nemben  of  the  class,  and  may  speak  frankly 
Mr  Oervaise — and  the  Will  would  secure  thi 
ittate,  if  there  were  one.  I  cannot  think 
herefbre^  that  there  is  a  Will  at  all." 

**  If  this  Will  were  not  altogether  to  th< 
ellow's  liking  would  not  the  marriage,  besidi 
he  hollow  honour  of  which  you  have  spoken 
jut  the  whole  of  the  landed  property  in  bj 
MMseasioD,  under  the  entail  ?  " 

"  It  would,  indeed;  and  I  thank  you  fo 
he  su^estion.  If,  however,  Sir  Wycherly  i 
ksiroos,  now,  of  making  a  new  will,  and  ha 
rtrength  and  mind  sufficient  to  execute  hi 
purpose^  the  old  one  need  give  us  no  concert] 
rhis  is  B  most  delicate  affair  for  one  in  ro; 
Qtuation  to  engage  in,  nr;  and  I  greatly  re 
jince  that  I  find  such  honourable  and  distin 
gnished  witnesses  in  the  house,  to  clear  m; 
reputation,  should  anything  occur  to  requir 
■uch  exculpation.     On  the  one  side,  Sir  Get 
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there  is  tlie  danger  of  an  andeat  esUl 
;  ioto  the  bands  of  the  Crown,  and  tU 
rhile  one  of  no  ttain  of  blood,  demi 
Lhe  same  honourable  ancestors  as  the  la 
8or,  is  in  existence ;  or,  on  the  other,  < 
coming  the  prey  of  one  of  base  bloo 
r  but  very  doubtful  character.  The  d 
ance  that  Sir  Wycherly  deared  mj  pi 
is  a  great-  deal ;  and  I  trust  to  yo 

0  those  with  you,  to  vindicate  the  h 
f  my  course.  If  it 's  your  pleasure^  b 
11  now  go  to  the  sick  chamber." 

bVith  all  my  heart.  I  think,  bowevi 
teginald,"  said  the  vice-admiral,  as 
ached  the  door,  "  that  even  in  the  evi 
escheat,  you  would  find  these  Bruj 
princes  sufficiently  liberal  to  restore  t 
rty.     I  could  not  answer  for  those  «i 

1  Scotchmen,  who  have  so  many  hrt«c 
lobles  to  enrich,  but  I  think  with  t 
verians  you  would  be  safe." 

The  last  have  certainly  one  recommenii 
the  most,"  returned  the  other,  smilii 
»usly,  but  in  a  way  so  equivocal  ih 
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ren  Sir  Oerraiae  was  momeDtarily  struck  by 
. :  "  tbey  have  fed  bo  well,  now,  at  the  crib, 
lat  tbey  may  not  have  the  same  voracity  ai 
lioee  who  have  been  long  fasting.  It  would 
e,  however,  more  pleasant  to  take  these  lands 
■om  a  Wychecoinbe  —  a  Wychecombe  to  a 
Pychecombe  —  than  to  receive  them  anew 
■om  even  the  Plantagenet  who  made  the  first 
rant." 

This  tenninated  the  private  dialogue,  as  the 
jUoquistt  entered  the  hall,  just  as  the  last 
fteaker  concluded.  Wycherly  was  conversing 
imestly  with  Mrs.  Dutton  and  Mildred,  at 
iie  far  end  of  the  hall,  when  the  baronets  ap- 
eared,  but,  catching  the  eye  of  the  admiral, 
e  said  a  few  words  hastily  to  his  companions, 
nd  joined  the  two  gentlemen,  who  were  now 
<a  their  way  to  the  sick  man's  chamber. 

**  Here  is  a  namesake,  if  not  a  relative.  Sir 
leginald,"  observed  Sir  GenruK,  introducing 
be  lieutenant ;  "  and  one,  I  rejoice  to  say,  of 
'bom  all  of  even  your  honourable  name  have 
"eason  to  be  proud." 

Sir  Reginald's  bow  was  courteous  and  bland, 
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)  the  admiral  proceeded  to  complete  the  in- 

■oduotioo ;  but  Wycherly  felt  thtt  the  keen, 

■arching  look  he  beitowed  on  hiouel^  wu 

isagreeable. 

"  I  am  not  at  all  awarei  that  I  hare  tbt 
nallest  claim  to  the  honour  of  bang  Sir 
t^nald  Wjchecombe^s  relative"  he  nid  witli 
lid  reserve.  "  Indeed,  until  last  erening*  1 
as  ignoraol  c^  the  existence  of  the  Hertford' 
lire  branch  at  this  fSunilj;  and  you  will  re* 
lember,  Sir  Gervais^  that  I  am  a  Vir^nian ." 

"  A  Vi^inian  P  exclaimed  his  nameisket 
iken  so  much  by  surprise  as  to  lose  a  little  oS 
b  self-command.  **  I  did  not  know,  indeed) 
lat  any  who  hear  the  name  had  found  that 
ay  to  the  colonies." 

"  And  if  they  bad,  sir,  they  would  have  met 
itfa  a  set  of  fellows  every  way  fit  to  be  tbtir 
Moctates,  Sir  Reginald.  We  English  are  ■ 
ttle  clannish — I  bate  the  word,  too;  it  his 
ich  a  narrow  Scotch  sound — but  we  art  das- 
ish,  although  generally  provided  with  gai^ 
lents  to  our  nether  limbs;  and  we  sometinwi 
tok  down  upon  even  a  son,  whom  the  love  of 
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■dTcntiire  baa  led  into  that  part  of  the  world 
In  mj  TJeir,  an  EngliBbman  is  an  Eaglishinai 
let  liim  come  from  what  part  of  the  empire  bi 
ma;.  That  is  wbat  I  call  gcDuine  liberality 
^Reginald." 

*<  Quite  truGi  SirGervaise;  and  a  Scotchmai 
m  a  Scotcbman  eveo  though  be  ccnne  from  ttx 
north  of  Tweed." 

This  was  quietly  said ;  but  the  vice-admira 
Ut  the  merited  rebuke  it  contained ;  and  hi 
iud  the  good-nature  and  the  good  sense  ti 
laugh  at  it,  and  to  admit  his  own  prejudices 
rhis  little  encounter  brought  the  party  to  Sii 
H^ycberly's  door,  where  all  three  remainec 
iiolil  it  was  aseCTtained  that  they  might  enter. 

The  next  quarter  td  an  hour  brought  abou 
1  great  change  in  the  situation  of  all  tbe  prin 
apal  inmates  of  Wycbecombe  Hall.  The  io' 
lerdict  was  taken  off  the  rooms  of  Sir  Wych 
n-ly,  and  in  them  had  collected  all  tbe  gentle 
men,  Mrs.  Duttoa  and  her  daughter,  with  threi 
or  four  of  tbe  upper  servants  of  tbe  establish 
ment;  even  Galleygo  had  contrived  to  thrus 
his  ungainly  person  in,  among  the  rest,  thougl 
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d  the  discretion  to  keep  Id  the  iMck- 
i,  among  his  fellows.  In  i  word,  both 
ig-room  and  bed-room  had  their  aceu- 
tfaough  the  last  was  prindpally  filled  bj 
edical  men,  and  those  whose  isnk  gan 
•hdxDB  to  be  near  the  person  of  the  nek. 
'ta  now  past  s  question  known  that  pocx 
ycherly  was  on  his  death-bed.  Hii  inbM 
nribly  improved,  nor  was  his  speech  sni 
:  but  his  physical  system  generally  hat 
id  a  shock  that  rendered  recovery  hope 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  physicians  tbt 
ght  possibly  survive  several  days;  or 
e  might  be  carried  off  in  a  moment,  bj 
"n  of  the  paralytic  affection. 

baronet  himself  appeared  to  be  per 
conscious  of  his  situation,  as  was  appa 
ly  the  anxiety  he  expressed  to  get  bi 

together,  and  more  especially  the  coo 
e  felt  to  make  a  due  disposition  of  hi: 
f  affairs.  The  medical  men  had  kw^ 
1  both  wi8he%  until,  convinced  that  iht 
in  was  reduced  to  one  ofafew  hours  mort 
of  life,  and  that  denial  was  likely  to  pro 
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Juce  worae  effects  than  compliancy  they  finaUy 
ind  uDanimotuly  conBcnted. 

"  It's  no  agreat  coacesnon  to  mortal  infirmi- 
ty to  let  &  dying  man  have  his  way,**  whispered 
Uagrath  to  the  two  admirals,  as  the  latter  en- 
tered the  room.  **  Sir  Wycherly  is  a  hopeless 
one,  and  well  just  consent  to  let  him  make  a 
few  codicils,  seeiag  that  be  so  fairrently  desires 
It ;  aod  then  there  may  be  fewer  hopeless  dee- 
vils  left  behind  him,  when  he's  gathered  to  his 
forefathers.'* 

"  Here  we  are,  my  dear  Sir  Wycherly,"  said 
the  vice-admiral,  who  never  lost  an  occasion  to 
effect  his  purpose  by  any  unnecessary  delay ; 
"  here  we  all  are  anxious  to  comply  with  your 
wishes.  Your  kinsman.  Sir  Reginald  Wyche- 
combe,  is  also  present,  and  desirous  of  doing 
your  pleasure."  ~ 

It  was  a  painful  sight  to  see  a  nan  on  his 
death-bed  so  anxious  to  discharge  the  forms 
of  the  world  as  the  master  of  the  Hall  now 
appeared  to  be.  There  had  been  an  unneces- 
sary alienation  between  the  heads  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  family  ;  not  arising  from  any 
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iDold,  with  more  tenderness  for  the  patient 
Uw  consideration  for  bis  own  interest]  as  the 
ezt  words  prmnised  to  relate  to  the  suoeesBioD. 
Sir  Gerraise  Oakes  tells  me,  he  understands 
our  wishes,  generally,  and  that  he  is  now 
repared  to  gratify  them.  First  reUere  your 
lind  in  matters  of  business,  and  then  I  shall 
te  most  happy  to  cscfaaoge  with  you  the 
eelings  of  kindred." 

"  Yes,  Sir  Wycherly,"  put  in  Sir  Gervaise, 
m  this  hint ;  "  I  believe  I  hare  now  found 
be  clue  to  all  you  wish  to  say.  The  few 
warda  written  by  you,  last  night,  were  the 
ummeacemeot  of  a  will,  which  it  is  your 
strong  desire  to  make.  Do  not  speak,  but 
raise  your  right  hand  if  I  am  not  mistaken." 
The  sick  man  actually  stretched  his  right 
arm  above  the  bed-clotbes,  and  his  dull  eyes 
lighted  with  an  expression  of  pleasure,  that 
proved  bow  strongly  bis  feelings  were  enlisted 
in  the  result. 

*'  You  seC)  gentl«nenl"  said  Sir  Gervaise. 
with  emphaas.  "  No  one  can  mistake  the 
meaning  of  this  t    Come  nearer,  doctor  —  Mr. 
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"  Here  ibere  can  be  no  mistake;  and  no 
iDe  rejoices  in  it  more  than  I  do  myself;  for 
he  unintelligible  words  gave  me  a  great  deal 
f  vexation.  Well,  my  dear  ur,  understanding 
rour  wubea,  my  secretary,  Hr.  Atwood,  has 
IrawD  the  commencement  of  a  will,  in  the 
uual  form,  using  your  own  pious  and  proper 
ADguage  of —  *  In  tbe  name  of  God,  Amen,' 
I*  tbe  commencement;  and  he  stands  ready 
9  write  down  your  bequests,  as  you  may  see 
at  to  name  them.  We  will  take  them,  first, 
HI  a  separate  piece  of  paper ;  then  read  them 
o  you  for  your  approbation ;  and  afterwards, 
ininscribe  them  into  the  will.  I  believe.  Sir 
Reginald,  that  mode  would  withstand  the 
lubdeties  of  all  the  gentlemen  of  all  tbe  inns 
)f  court  ?  " 

**  It  is  a  very  proper  and  prudent  mode  for 
executing  a  will,  sir,  under  the  peculiar  dr- 
:umitanceB,'*  returned  he  of  Hertfordshire. 
"  But,  Sir  Gervaise,  my  situation  here  is  a 
little  delicate,  as  may  be  that  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Wychecomb^  and  others  of  the  name  and 
family,  if  any   such  there  be.     Would  it  not 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Yet,  nil  b  o'er  '.—fcax,  doubt,  tuipeiuci  ue  Bed, 
Let  blighter  thoughts  be  with  the  Tirtuont  dcMl  I 
The  final  ordeal  of  the  soul  ii  past, 
And  the  pale  brow  it  tealed  to  Heaven  U  laiL 

Mu.  HuAi 

It  will  be  easily  supposed  that  Tom  Wyi 
combe  witnessed  the  proceedings  related  in 
preceding  chapter  with  dismay.  The  arc 
stance  that  he  actually  possessed  a  bona 
will  of  his  uncle,  which  left  him  heir  of  all 
latter  owned,  real  or  personal,  had  made 
audacious,  and  first  induced  him  to  t 
the  bold  stand  of  asserting  his  legitimacy, 
of  claiming  all  its  consequences.  He  had  fi 
determined  to  assume  the  title  on  the  den 
of  Sir  Wycherly ;  plausibly  enough  suppos 
that,  as  there  was  no  heir  to  the  baronel 
the  lands  once  in  his  quiet  possession,  do  < 
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lid  take  sufficieat  ioterest  ia  the  matter  to 
3ute  his  rigbt  to  the  rank.  Her^  however, 
I  a  blow  that  menaced  death  to  all  his  hopes. 
I  illegitimacy  seemed  to  be  known  to  others ; 
I  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  new  will 
iplanting  the  old  one,  in  its  more  important 
>vision6,  at  least  He  was  at  a  loss  to  ima- 
te  what  had  made  this  sudden  chanj^  in  his 
d^s  intenti<HiB;  for  he  did  not  sufficiently 
identand  himself,  to  perceive  that  the  few 
mtbs  of  close  communion  which  had  sue* 
eded  the  death  of  his  reputed  father,  had 
ifficed  to  enlighten  Sir  Wycherly  on  the  sub- 
ct  of  his  own  true  character,  and  to  awaken 
disgust  that  had  remained  passive,  until  sud- 
mly  aroused  by  the  necessity  of  acting;  and, 
•St  of  all,  could  he  understand  how  surpris- 
gly  the  moral  vision  of  men  is  purified  and 
ilarged,  as  respects  both  the  past  and  the 
iture,  by  the  near  approach  of  death.  AU 
lough  symptoms  of  strong  dissatisfaction  es- 
iped  him,  he  quieted  his  feelings  as  much 
'  possible,  cautiously  waiting  for  any  occur- 
oce  that  might  be  used  in  setting  aside  the 

VOL.  II.  F 
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can  give  a  floumh  at  the  end  of  the  '  r,*  u  the 
word  will  be  in  the  singular : — hey  J  Atwood  ?" 
The  secretary  did  as  directed,  and  then  re- 
ported himsdf  ready  to  proceed. 

**  It  will  DOW  be  necessary  for  you  to  ttame 
your  executor.  Sir  Wycherly.  Make  as  little 
effort  as  possible,  as  we  shall  understand  the 
name,  alone." 

Sir  Wycherly  succeeded  in  uttering  the 
name  of  "  Sir  Reginald  Wycliecombe,"  quite 
audibly. 

'*  This  is  plain  enough,"  resumed  the  vice* 
sdmira).  "  How  does  the  sentence  read  now, 
Atwood?" 

"  *  Jmprimit : — I  do  hereby  constitute  and 
appoint  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe  of  Wyche- 
combe-Regis,  in  the  county  of  Herts,  Baronet, 
the  executor  of  this  my  said  Will,'  Stc." 

**  If  that  clause  is  to  your  liking,  Sir  Wy- 
cherleyi  have  the  goodness  to  give  the  sign 
agreed  on." 

The  sick  man  smiled,  nodded  his  head, 
raised  his  hand,  and  looked  anxiously  at  his 
kinsman. 
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**  I  consent  to  serve,  Sir  Wycherly,  if  such 
is  your  desire/*  observed  the  nominee,  who  de- 
tected the  meaning  of  his  kinsman's  look. 

^^  And  now,  sir,**  continued  the  vice-admiral, 
^*  it  is  necessary  to  ask  you  a  few  questions, 
in  order  that  Atwood  may  know  what  next  to 
write.  Is  it  your  desire  to  bequeath  any  real 
estate  ?^  Sir  Wycherly  assented.  "  Do  you 
wish  to  bequeath  all  your  real  estate  ?^  The 
same  sign  of  assent  was  given.  *^  Do  you  wish  to 
bequeath  all  to  one  person  ?^  The  sign  of  as- 
sent was  given  to  this  also.  ^^  This  makes  plain 
sailing,  and  a  short  run,  — hey  !   Atwood  P"^ 

The  secretary  wrote  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
in  two  or  three  minutes  he  read  aloud,  as 
follows : — 

**  *  Secondly :  I  make  and  declare  the  fol- 
lowing bequests   or  devises  —  that  is  to  say, 

I  give   and    bequeath    to  of  ,    all 

the  real  estate  of  which  I  tnay  die  seised, 
together  with  all  the  houses,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments, and  appurtenances  thereunto  be- 
longing, and  all  my  rights  to  the  same,  whe* 
ther  in   law  or  equity,  to  be  possessed  and 
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enjoyed  by  the  said  —  of  — —  in  fee,  by 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  as- 
signs, for  ever.'  There  are  blanks  for  the 
name  and  description,  as  well  as  for  the  sex  of 
the  devisee,''  added  the  secretary. 

"  All  very  proper  and  legal,  I  believe,  Sir 
Reginald?  I  am  glad  you  think  so,  sir. 
Now,  Sir  Wycherly,  we  wait  for  the  name  of 
the  lucky  person  you  mean  thus  to  favour." 

^'  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe,^  the  sick  man, 
uttered,  painfully;  *' half-blood  —  no  nullus. 
Sir  Michael's  heir  —  my  heir.^ 

''  This  is  plain  EngUsh ! ""  cried  Sir  Oer* 
vaise,  in  the  way  of  a  man  who  is  not  dis- 
pleased ;  '*  put  in  the  name  of  '  Sir  Reginald 
Wychecombe  of  Wychecombe-Regis,  Herts,' 
Atwood  —  ay  —  that  just  fills  the  blank  hand- 
somely— you  want '  his  heirs,  executors,  &c' 
in  the  other  blank." 

*^  I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir  Oervaise;  it  should 
read  *  by  himself  ^  his  heirs,  &c.' " 

"  Very  true,  very  true,  Atwood.  Now  read 
it  slowly,  and  Sir  Wycherly  will  assent,  if  he 
approve.** 
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Reginald  WycbecombCiof  Wychecotnbe-Regis, 
as  sforesaid,  BaroDet*  all  mypersoDal  property, 
■vhatsoTer,' "  read  Atwood,  as  bood  as  ready; 
"  'iDcludJDg  furniture,  wines,  pictures,  books, 
iKirses  and  carriages,  and  all  other  goods  and 
chattels,  of  which  I  may  die  possessed*  ex- 
i:epting  thereout  and  therefyom,  nevertheless, 
such  sums  in  money,  stocks,  bonds,  notes, 
□r  other  securities  for  debts*  or  such  arti- 
cles as  I  may  in  this  instrument  especially 
devise  to  any  other  person.'  We  can  now 
1^  to  especial  legacies.  Sir  Oervaise,  and  then 
another  clause  may  make  Sir  Reginald  re- 
liduary  l^ate«,  if  such  be  Sir  Wycherly's 
pleaiure." 

"  If  you  approve  of  that  clause,  my  dear 
ur,  make  the  usual  sign  of  assent." 

Sir  Wycherly  both  raised  his  hand  and 
nodded  his  head,  evidently  quite  satisfied. 

"  Now,  my  good  sir,  we  come  to  the  pounds 
—  no —  guineas  ?  You  like  that  better —  well, 
I  confess  that  it  sounds  better  on  the  ear,  and 
ii  more  in  conformity  with  the  habits  of  gen- 
tlemen.     Will   you   now  bequeath    guineas? 
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ood  —  first  name  the  l^stee — ii  that  right 

ir  Reginald  ?" 

"  Quite  right,  Sir  (}ervaise ;  and  Sir  W} 
lerly  will  understand  that  he  now  nunei  t( 
rst  penon  to  whom  he  wishes  to  beqncsl 
nything  else." 

"  Mill;,"  muttered  the  sick  man. 

"  What  f  Mills !  —  the  miUs  go  widi  I 
tnds.  Sir  Reginald?" 

"  He  means  Miss  Mildred  Dutton,"  es^ 
iterposed  Wycherly,  thoogh  with  luffia 
lodesty. 

"  Yes  —  right  —  right,"  added  the  tesUi 

Little  Milly  —  Milly  Dutton  —  good  li 
lilly." 

Sir  Gerraise  hesitated,  and  looked  rouik 
ttuewater,  as  much  as  to  say  "  this  is  bti 
ig  coab  to  Newcastle ;"  but  Atwood  UxA, 
lea,  and  wrote  the  bequest,  in  the  usual  ta 

"  '  I  ^ve  and  bequeath  to  Mildred  I 
in,'"  he  read  aloud,  *'  *  daughter  of  Fn 
>uttoD,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  the  sum  of  — 
Vhat  sum  shall  I  fill  the  blank  with.  Sir  ^ 
berly  ? " 
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"  Three— —three— yes,  three — " 
"  Hundreds  or  thousands,  my  good  sir 
lied   Sir   Gervaise,   a  httle  surprised  at  t 
louDt  of  the  hequeat. 

"  Guineas  —  three —  thousand  —  guineas, 
ive  per  cents." 

"  That  'b  as  plain  as  logarithms.  Give  t 
lung  lady  three  thousand  guineas  in  the  Fivi 
twood." 

" '  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mildred  Di 
in,  daughter  of  Francis  Dutton,  of  the  Roj 
lavy,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  guineas 
tie  Five  per  cent,  stocks  of  this  kingdom.'  W 
hat  do,  Sir  Wycherly  ?" 

The  old  man  looked  at  Mildred  and  smil 
xnerolently ;  for  at  that  moment  he  felt 
Rts  placing  the  pure  and  lovely  girl  above  t 
ordinary  contingendeB  of  her  situation,  by  n 
dering  her  independent. 

"  Whose  name  shall  ve  next  insert,  i 
Wycherly  ?"  resumed  the  vice-admiraL  "  Th< 
niut  be  many  more  of  these  guineas  left" 

"Gregory  —  and — James  —  children  oft 
brother  Thomas  —  Baron  Wychecombe  —  fi 
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d  to  widen  the  drcle  around  the  bed,  whic 
1  beea  contracted  a  little  hy  ctiriositj  an 
trest.  **  Stand  more  this  way,  Lieutenof: 
'cKerly  TVychecombe,  that  the  ladies  ma 
and  be  seen ;  and  you,  too,  Mr.  Tbomi 
jrchecombe,  come  further  in  front,  whei 
iir  uncle  will  observe  you." 
rhis  speech  pretty  exactly  reflected  tl: 
■rkings  of  the  speaker's  mind.  The  idea  thi 
'^ycherly  was  a  natural  child  qf  the  ban 
t,  notwithstanding  the  Virginian  stor 
as  uppermost  in  his  thoughts;  and,  takin 
le  supposed  fact  in  connection  with  the  youn 
lan's  merit,  be  earnestly  desired  to  obtain 
!gacy  for  him.  As  for  Tom,  be  cared  litt 
rbetber  his  name  appeared  in  the  Will  i 
lot.  Justice  was  now  substantially  done,  ar 
he  judge's  property  being  sufficient  for  b 
vantB,  the  present  situation  of  the  latel 
vputed  heir  excited  but  little  syropath; 
Nevertheless,  Sir  Gervaise  thought  it  won! 
be  generous,  under  the  circumstances,  to  r 
mind  the  testator  that  such  a  being  as  To 
Wychecombe  existed. 
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«  Here  is  your  nephew,  Mr.  Thomaa*  S 
Wycherly,"  he  said ;  "  is  it  your  with  to  L 
his  name  appear  in  your  will  ?  " 

The  sick  man  smiled  coldly  ;  but  be  move 
his  bead,  as  much  as  to  imply  assenL 

"  '  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Thomas  Wjcbc 
combe,  the  eldest  reputed  son  of  my  lazi 
brother,  Thomas,  one  of  the  Barons  <^  Hh 
Majesty's  Exchequer, '  "  read  Atwood,  wbea 
the  clause  was  duly  written;    ** '  the  sum  oi 

,  in  the  Five   per  cent  stocks  of  this 

kingdom.' " 

"  What  sum  will  you  have  inserted,  Sir 
Wycherly  P"  asked  the  vice-admiral. 

"  Fifty  — fifty— potffKfc,"  said  tbetesUtor, 
in  a  voice  clearer  and  fuller  than  he  had  befoit 
used  that  day. 

The  necessary  words  were  immediatdy  in- 
serted ;  the  clause,  as  completed,  was  nad 
agiun,  and  the  approval  was  coD&rmed  by  i 
distinctly  pronounced  "  yes."  Tom  started, 
but,  as  oil  the  others  maintmned  their  kV- 
command,  the  business  of  the  momrat  did  not 
the  less  proceed. 
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'  Do  you  wiali  any  more  names  introduc 
>  your  Will,  Sir  Wycberly  ?"  wVed  t 
e-admira).  "  You  have  bequeathed  but 
-a  —  how  much  —  hey  !  Atwood  ?  — ay,  t 
1  tbree  are  thirteen,  and  fifty  pounds,  ma 
,180/.  ;  and  I  hear  you  have  20,000/.  fun 
besides  loose  cuh,  beyond  a  doubt." 
"  Ann  Larder  —  Samuel  Cork  —  Richa 
itts — David  Brush — Phcebe  Keys,"  said  i 
/'yclierly  slowly,  giving  time  after  each  pat 
•r  Atwood  to  write ;  naming  his  cook,  bull 
KKHD}  valet  or  body  servant,  and  housekeep 
1  tbe  order  they  have  been  laid  before  I 
eader. 

"  How  much  to  each,  Sir  Wycberly  f  I  i 
\.lwood  has  made  short  work,  and  put  tb 
dl  in  tbe  same  clause — that  will  never  do,  i 
ess  the  legacies  are  (he  same.* 

"Good — ^good  —  right,"  muttered  the  t 
tator;  "300/:  — each— 1000/.— all— money 
money." 

Tbis  settled  the  point,  and  the  clause  \ 
regularly  written,  read,  and  approved. 
'*This  raises  the  money  bequests  to  14,1S 
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with  the  emotions  he  felt  it  so  difficult  to 
ress.  **  I  decline  the  legacy  —  it  will  be 
less  to  write  it,  as  I  will  not  receive  a 
lliog." 

'  Young  sir,"  said  Sir  Gervaise,  with  a  little 
the  severity  of  a  superior,  when  he  rebukes 

iaferior,  in  bis  manner,  "  you  speak  hastily, 
is  not  the  office  of  an  auditor,  or  of  a  specta- 
r,  to  repel  the  kindness  of  a  man  about  to 
iss  from  the  face  of  the  earth  into  the  more 
imediate  presence  of  his  Ood  !  *^ 

"  I  have  every  sentiment  of  respect  for  Sir 
Vycherly  Wychecombe,  sir;  every  friendly 
ish  for  his  speedy  recovery,  and  a  Long  even- 
ng  to  his  life ;  but  I  will  accept  of  the  money 
if  no  man  who  holds  my  country  in  such  ob- 
'ious  distaste,  as,  it  is  apparent,  the  testator 
lolds  mine." 

'*  You  are  an  En^ishmao,  I  believe.  Lieu- 
tenant Wychecombe ;  and  a  servant  of  King 
George  II.?" 

'*  I  am  not  an  Englishman,  Sir  Gervaise 
Oafees,  but   an  American  ;   a  Virginian,   en- 

titled   to  all  the  rights  and   privileges  of  a 
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British  gubject.  I  am  no  more  tn  En|^ 
man  than  Dr.  Magrath  may  lay  cUim  to  tl 
same  character." 

"This  is  putting  the  case  strongly,— be; 
Atwood  f"  answered  the  vice-admiral,  tmilin 
in  spite  of  the  occasion.  "I  am  far  frc 
saying  that  you  are  an  EngUsbman  in  . 
senses,  sir ;  but  you  are  one  in  the  snne  tl 
gives  you  national  character  and  natioi 
rights.     You  are  a  nibject  of  Ejigland." 

"  No,  Sir  Oerraise  ;  your  pardon.  1  i 
the  subject  of  George  II,  but  in  no  nun] 
a  subject  of  England,  I  am,  in  one  m 
perhaps,  a  subject  of  the  British  empire ;  1 
I  am  not  the  less  a  Virginian,  and  an  Ai 
rican.  Not  a  shilling  of  any  man's  money  \ 
I  ever  touch  who  expresses  his  contempt 
either." 

"  You  forget  yourself,  young  man,  i 
overlook  the  future.  The  hundred  or  two 
prize-money,  bought-  at  the  expense  of  y 
blood,  in  the  late  affair  at  Oroix,  will  not  1 
for  ever." 

"  It  is  gone  already,  nr,  every  shilliDg  ol 
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nag  been  sent  to  the  widow  of  the  boatswain 
o  was  killed  at  my  side.     1  am  no  beggar, 

Gerraise  Oakes,  though  only  an  American, 
im  the  owner  of  a  plantation,  which  afibrds 
:  a  respectable  independence  already ;  and  I 

not  serve  from  necessity,  but  from  choice, 
irhaps  if  Sir  Wycherly  knew  this  he  would 
DMnt  to  omit  my  name.  I  honour  and  re- 
ect  hiai  ;  would  gladly  relieve  his  distress, 
iK«-  ^f  k~i»  ™  •"•nd,  but  I  cannot  consent 
when  offered  on  terms  I 

lestly,  but  with  a  warmth 
left  no  doubt  that  the 
t.  Sir  Gervaise  too  much 
;s  of  the  young  man  to 
'  further,  and  he  turned 
expectation  of  what  the 
say.  Sir  Wycherly  had 
i  all  that  passed ;  and  it 
luce  an  impression,  even 
he  was  reduced.  Xind- 
ed  to  injure  even  a  fly,  all 
of  the  old  man  resumed 
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itagenet  dukes  to  an  ancestor  of  the  family 
Dg    the    Freoch   wars    of  Henry  VI,  aiM 
,  too,   in  commeiaoration  of  some  signal  ac 
allantry  in  the  field. 
Wear  this — noble  fellow— honour  to  name, 

Sir  Wycheriy.  "  Must  be  descended — a1 
cbecombes  descended — him — " 
'  1  thank  you,  Sir  Wycheriy,  for  this  pre 
t,  which  I  prize  as  it  ought  to  be  priced,' 
1  Wycheriy,  every  trace  of  any  other  feelinj 
LD  that  of  gratitude  having  vanished  fron 
<  countenance.  "  I  may  have  no  claims  t 
ur  honours  or  money ;  but  this  ring  I  nee< 
X  be  aftbamed  to  wear,  since  it  was  bestowe* 
I  one  who  was  as  much  mi/  ancestor,  as  b 
u  the  ancestor  of  any  Wychecombe  in  Eng 
nd." 

"  Legitimate  ? "  cried  Tom,  a  fierce  feeling  o 
nentment  upsetting  bis  caution  and  cunning. 

"  Yes  air,  Ugitimate^  answered  Wycherlj 
uming  to  his  interrogator  with  the  calmnet 
if  one  conscious  of  his  own  truth,  and  wit 
1  glance  of  the  eye  that  caused  Tom  to  shrin 
Uck  again  into  the  circle.     **  I  need  no  ba\ 
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as  in&erted,  and  the  whole  «u  read  ■ 
pproved. 

"  This  Btill  leaves  us  some  50001.  more 
eal  with,  my  dear  sir  ? " 

A  long  pause  succeeded,  during  whicb  tii 
ir  Wycherly  was  deliberating  what  to  i 
ith  the  rest  of  his  ready  money.  At  leogt 
ia  wandering  eye  rested  oo  the  pale  featun 
f  Mrs.  Dutton ;  and,  while  he  had  a  sort  < 
king,  that  proceeded  from  habits  for  her  hu 
ind,  he  remembered  that  she  had  min 
luses  for  sorrow.  With  a  feeling  that  w: 
vditable  to  bis  own  heart,  he  uttered  h 
trae,  and  the  sum  of  3000/.  The  dau 
as  written,  accordingly,  r^,  and  approte 

"  We  have  still  3000/.  certainly,  if  n 
iOOl."  added  Sir  Gervaise. 

"  Milly — dear  little— Milly — pretty  Millj 
ammered  out  the  baronet  affectionately. 

"  This  must  go  into  a  codicil,  Sir  Gervaii) 
terrupted  Atwood ;  "  there  being  alreai 
le  legacy  in  the  young  lady's  favour.     Sh; 

be  one,  two,  three,  or  four  thouui 
unds,    Sir    Wycherly,   in    favour   of   Hi 
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Idred,  to  whom  you  have  already  be 
athed    3000/.?" 

rhe  sick  man  muttered  the  words  *'  thret 
uftand,"  after  a  short  pause,  adding  "  co- 
il." 

rlis  wishes  were  complied  with,  and  th< 
ole  was  read  and  approved.  After  this,  Sii 
^rvaiBe  inquired  if  the  testator  wished  Xc 
ike  any  more  devises.  Sir  Wycherly,  wht 
d  in  effect  bequeathed,  within  a  few  hundred 
lunds,  all  he  had  to  bestow,  bethought  him- 
If  fur  a  few  moments,  of  (he  state  of  hif 
fairs,  and  then  he  signified  his  satisfaction 
Lth  what  had  been  done. 
"  As  it  is  possible.  Sir  Wycherly,  that  you 
>ay  have  overlooked  something,"  said  Sir 
rervaise,  "  and  it  is  better  that  nothii)g  should 
scheat  to  the  Crown,  I  will  suggest  the  expe- 
liency  of  your  making  some  one  residuary 
egatee." 

The  poor  old   nun  smiled  an   assent,   and 
:lieii  he  succeeded   in  muttering  the   name  ol 
'  Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe." 
This  clause,  like  all  the  others,  was  written, 
vou  [[.  a 
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en  on  thoros  during  tbe  whole  proceedin 
nning  desperate  resolutions  to  sustain  t 
lid  fraud  of  his  legitimacy,  and  thus  take  i 
e  lands  and  heir-looms  of  the  estate,  und 
>e  entail ;  still,  he  well  knew  that  a  subordinf 
lit  imporUnt  question  might  arise,  as  betwe 
iie  validity  of  the  two  wills  in  connexion  wi 
>n  Wychra-ly's  competency  to  make  the  la 
t  was  material,  therefore,  in  his  view  of  t 
»se,  to  enter  a  protest 

"  Gentlemen,"  he  said,  adviuicing  to  the  fc 
of  the  hed,  **  I  call  on  you  all  to  observe  t 
nature  of  this  whole  transaction.  My  po< 
beloved,  but  misled  uncle,  no  longer  ago  ih 
last  night,  was  struck  with  a  fit  of  apoplei 
or  something  so  very  near  it  as  to  disquali 
him  to  judge  in  these  matters;  and  here 
is  urged  to  make  a  will — " 

"  By  whom,  sir  ? "  demanded  Sir  Gervai 
with  a  severity  of  tone  that  induced  t 
speaker  to  fall  back  a  step. 

"  Why,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  by  all  in  1 
room.  If  not  with  their  tongues,  at  least  w 
th«r  eyes," 
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*'  And  why  Bhould  all  in  tbe  room  do  thii? 
Am  I  a  lef^tee  P — is  Admiral  BluewiUr  to  be 
a  gainer  by  this  Will  P — can  witnesses  to  a  will 
be  legatees?" 

'*  I  do  not  wish  to  dispute  the  matter  with 
you.  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes ;  but  I  soUmnlT  pro- 
test against  this  irregular  and  most  extraordi- 
nary manner  of  making  a  wilL  Let  all  who 
hear  me  remember  this,  and  be  ready  to  tet* 
tify  to  it  when  called  on  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice." 

Here  Sir  Wycherly  struggled  to  rise  ia 
the  bed,  in  evident  excitement,  gesticulating 
strongly  to  express  his  di^ust,  and  his  wiib 
for  his  nephew  to  withdraw.  But  the  phjii- 
cians  endeavoured  to  pacify  him,  while  Atwood, 
with  the  paper  spread  on  a  portfolio,  and  a 
pen  in  readiness,  coolly  proceeded  to  obtaia 
the  necessary  signatures.  Sir  Wycberly'i 
hand  trembled  so  much  when  it  received  the 
pen  that,  for  the  moment,  writing  was  out  of 
the  question,  and  it  became  necessary  to  ad- 
minister a  restorative  in  order  to  strengtbea 
his  nerves. 
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"  Away  —  out  of  nght,"  muttered  the  e 
jted  baronet,  leaving  no  doubt  on  all  pre§ei 
that  the  uppermoit  feeling  of  the  moiuf 
was  the  strong  desire  to  rid  himself  of  I 
presence  of  the  offensive  objecL  "  Sir  I 
ginatd  —  little  Millj  —  poor  servants —  bi 
there  — ■  all  the  rest,  stay." 

*'  Just  be  calming  the  mind,  Sir  Wyche 
Wychecombe^"  put  in  Magrath,  "  and  ye 
be  ^lacing  the  body  by  the  same  effc 
When  the  mind  is  in  a  state  of  exaltation  I 
nervous  Bystem  is  apt  to  feel  the  influei 
at  sympathy.  By  bringing  the  two  in  h 
monioua  co-operation,  the  testamentary  devi 
will  have  none  the  less  of  validity,  either 
reality  or  in  appearances." 

Sir  Wycherly  understood  the  surgeon,  t 
he  struggled  for  self-command.  He  rai 
the  pen,  and  succeeded  in  getting  its  point 
the  proper  place.  Then  his  dim  eye  light 
and  shot  a  reproachful  glance  at  Tom ; 
smiled  in  a  ghastly  manner,  looked  towards 
paper,  passed  a  hand  across  his  brow,  clt 
Mi  eyes,  and  fell  back  on  the  pillow,  utti 
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coDBcious  of  all  that  belonged  to  life, 
erests,  its  duties,  or  its  feelings.  In  I 
nutes  he  ceased  to  breathe. 
Thus  died  Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  afi 
ong  life,  in  which  general  qualities  of  a  ve 
gative  nature  had  been  somewhat  relien 
kindness  of  feeling,  a  passive  if  not  i 
ive  benevolence,  and  such  a  discharge  < 
I  responsible  duties  as  is  apt  to  flow  tm 
absence  of  any  qualities  that  are  postli^el 
d ;  as  well  as  of  many  of  material  accouni 
>t  are  affirmatively  good. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Come  jt,  who  Mill  the  cumbrous  load  of  life 
Pusb  hard  up  bill ;  but  at  the  brtheat  iteep 
Yon  irufi  to  gain,  utd  put  an  end  to  strife, 
Down  tbuaden  back  the  stone  with  mighty  gwee 
And  buiii  jrour  laboun  to  the  T&llej  deep. 

Taouso 

Tbk  Budden,  and,  ia  some  measure,  tin] 
ed-for  event,  related  in  the  close  of  the 
chapter,  produced  a  great  change  in  the 
dition  of  things  at  Wycbecorobe  Hall, 
firet  step  was  to  make  sure  that  the  ba 
was  actually  dead;  a  fact  that  Sir  Oei 
Oakes,  in  particular,  was  very  unwillin 
believe,  in  the  actual  state  of  bis  fee. 
Men  often  fainted,  and  apoplexy  required 
blows  to  kill;  the  sick  man  might  still  r 
ind  at  least  be  able  to  execute  his  so  cl 
expressed  intentions. 
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"  Ye  'II  never  have  act  of  any  sort,  t«t 
■nentary  or  matrimonial,  lej;al  or  iilef^, 
this  life,  from  the  late  Sir  Wycherly  Vfyd 
combe,  of  Wychecombe  Hall,  Devonibir 
coolly  observed  Maf^rvth,  as  he  collected  t 
dilTerent  medicines  and  instruments  he  h 
himself  brought  forth  for  the  occasii 
"  He's  far  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  i 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  or  the  College 
Physicians  and  Surgeons;  and  therefore,  ye 
be  acting  prudently  to  consider  hitn  as  i 
ceased ;  or,  in  the  light  in  which  the  hun 
body  is  placed  by  the  cessation  of  all 
animal  functions." 

This  decided  the  matter ;  and  the  necesa 
orders  were  given  ;  all  but  the  proper  aitei 
ants  quitting  the  chamber  of  death,  li  woi 
be  far  from  true  to  say  that  no  one  lamen 
Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe.  Both  Mrs.  D 
ton  and  Mildred  grieved  for  his  sudden  e 
and  wept  sincerely  for  his  loss ;  though  tou 
without  a  thought  of  its  consequences  to  thf 
selves.  The  daughter  did  not  even  once  th: 
how   near   she   had  been  to  the  poasetaioa 
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30001.  and  how  unfortunately  the  cup  of 
sArative  affluence  had  been  dashed  fron 
ips;  though  truth  compels  us  to  avow 
[he  mother  did  once  recall  this  circumsl 
with  a  feeling  akin  to  regret  A  similar 
lection  had  its  influence  on  the  mani 
tiona  of  sorrow  that  flowed  from  o 
The  domestics,  in  particular,  were  too 
astounded  to  indulge  in  any  very  absti 
grief)  and  Sir  Gerraise  and  Atwood  were 
extremely  vexed.  In  short,  the  feelings 
to  such  occasions  were  but  little  ind 
in,  though  there  was  a  strict  observan 
decorum. 

Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe  noted  thes 
cum^tances  attentively,  and  he  took  his 
aures  accordingly.  Seizing  a  favourabli 
ment  to  consult  with  the  two  admiral 
decision  was  soon  made ;  and,  within  an 
■fter  bis  kiusman^s  death,  all  the  guest 
most  of  the  upper  servant  were  assembi 
the  room  which  it  was  the  usage  of  the 
to  call  the  library,  though  the  books  wer 
snd  seldom  read.     Previously,  there  had 
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a  consultation  between  Sir  Reginald  and  the 
tvo  admirals,  to  which  Atwood  bad  been  *d- 
mitted  ex  officio.  As  everything,  therefore, 
had  been  arranged  in  advance,  there  wai  w 
time  lost  unnecessarily  when  the  compaoy  va> 
collected ;  the  Hertfordshire  baronet  coming 
to  the  point  at  once,  and  that  in  the  detmt 
manner. 

"  Qentlemen,  and  you,  good  people,  do- 
mestics of  the  late  Sir  Wycherly  Wycbe- 
comhe,"  he  commenced;  "you  are  all  ■£• 
quainted  with  the  unfortunate  state  of  thii 
household.  By  the  recent  death  of  its  mu- 
ter it  is  left  without  a  head ;  and  the  de- 
ceased departing  this  life  a  bachelor,  tberc 
is  no  child  to  assume  his  place  as  the  natuni 
and  legal  successor.  In  one  sense,  I  might 
be  deemed  the  next  of  kin ;  though,  by  ■ 
dictum  of  the  common  law,  I  have  no  cUim 
to  the  succession.  Nevertheless,  you  all  know 
it  was  the  intention  of  our  late  friend  to  ccn- 
stilute  me  his  executor,  and  I  conceive  it 
proper  that  search  should  now  be  made  ftx 
a  will,  which,  by  being  duly  executed,  muit 
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lispose  of  all  in  this  house,  and  let  u 
to  command:  at  this 
Qomentt      It   stiikes  i 

that  the  circumstant 
:all  for  prompt  procee< 
e  with  you.  Sir  Re) 
e-admiral ;  "  but  bei 
ler  I  would  suggest  ti 
;   as  many   of  those 

have  an  interest  in 
u  Wychecombe,  the  : 
eased,  I  do  not  see  ami 
1,  this  was  found  to  t 
Tom  Wychecombe,  w 

bis  master  to  be  pn 
diately  sent  (o  the  latl 
he  would  attend,  i 
r   three    minutes,   the 

answer. 

Wychecombe's  compl 
lid,  "  and  he  desires  t< 
}ur  request  He  is 
in  natural  grief  for  hit 
refers   to  be  left  aloi 
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hU  sorrows  just  at  this  moment,  if  it  be  agn 

able  to  you," 

This  was  taking  high  ground  in  the  ta. 
mencement;  aiid,  as  the  man  had  bis  o 
and  delivered  his  message  with  great  distitu 
nesB  and  steadiness,  the  effect  on  the  depen 
ants  of  the  houseiiold  was  very  evident.  ± 
Re^nald's  face  flushed,  while  Sir  Gerrai 
bit  his  lip ;  Bluewater  played  with  the  hi 
of  his  sword,  very  indifferent  to  all  that  W' 
passing;  while  Atwood  and  the  surgeoi 
shrugged  their  shoulders  and  smiled.  Tl 
first  of  these  persons  well  knew  that  Toi 
hnd  DO  shadow  of  a  claim  to  the  title  h 
had  been  in  so  much  haste  to  assume,  bo« 
ever,  and  he  hoped  that  the  feebleness  of  hi 
rights  in  all  particulars,  was  represented  b 
the  mixed  feebleness  and  impudence  god 
.  nected  with  this  message.  Determined  im 
to  be  bullied  from  his  present  purpose^  there 
for^  he  turned  to  the  servant  and  sent  hin 
back  with  a  second  message,  that  did  not  fii 
in  its  obJecU  The  man  was  directed  to  in 
form   his   master,  that  Sir  Reginald  Wyche 
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»nibe  was  id  posseosion  of  facts  that,  in 
ipinioD,  justified  the  course  he  was  taki 
Wychecomhe"  did 
)rder  to  look  aftet 
d  proceed  without 
ito  the  room,  his 
rather  than  grief, 
such  apprehension 
the  most  wicked  i 
roportaot  step  in 
>  the  company  witl 
1  represent  the  ma 
knowledging  bis  di 

I  in  any  of  the  di 
le  said,  "  you  will  < 
usideration  of  my 
cherly  was  my  fat 
I  very  dear,  as  he 

this  melancholy  di 
uddenly  and  unex 
lie  head  of  our  an 
f  \  but  I  know  my 

to  occupy  that  d 
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guisbed  place,  and  feel  bow  much  belter  : 
would  be  filled  by  yourself.  Altbougb  tl 
law  has  placed  a  wide  and  impassable  bairu 
between  all  of  your  branch  of  the  famBy  m 
ourselves,  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  ackno* 
ledge  the  affinity,  and  to  confeea  that  it  dm 
us  quite  as  much  honour  as  it  bestows." 

Sir  Reginald,  by  a  great  effort,  comminde 
himself  so  far  as  to  return  the  bow,  and  appi 
rentJy  to  receive  the  condescending  admiukiD 
of  the  speech,  with  a  proper  degree  of  respect. 

**  Sir,  I  thank  you,"  he  answered,  with  foi 
mal  courtesy;  "no  affinity  that  can  be  praperl 
and  legally  established,  will  ever  be  disavowe 
by  me.  Under  present  circumstances,  howe*ei 
summoned  as  I  have  been  to  the  side  oi  h 
death-bed,  by  the  late  Sir  Wycherly  binuel 
and  named  by  him,  as  one  might  say,  with  b 
dying  breath,  as  his  executor,  I  feel  it  a  dut 
to  inquire  into  the  rights  of  all  parties,  and, 
possible,  to  ascertain  who  is  the  successor,  ao 
consequently  who  has  the  best  claim  to  con 
mand  here." 

"  You  surety  do  not  attach  any  validity,  & 
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lioald,  to  the  pretended  Will  that  waa  i 

;ularly  drawn  up  in  nty  dear  uncle's  pn 

«!  an  bour  before  he  died  !    Had  that  moi 

'aordinary  inBtrument  been  duly  signed  an 

ed,  I  cannot  think  that  the  Doctors'  Con 

u  would  sustain  it ;  but  vmigaed  and  tttuea 

1  BO  much  waste  paper." 

real  estate,  sir,  though  i 

eUy  of  five  minutes,  I  a 

you  are  right.     With  p 

I,  a  question  in  equity- 

ed  intention — might  po 

!Ten  of  that  I  am  by  i 

ried  Tom,  a  glow  of  ti 
cheek,  in  spite  of  evei 
m;  "no  English  cou 
the  natural  succession 
I  the  last  man  to  wish 
K  legacies  —  particular 
im,  and  those  to  the  pM 
—  Tom  saw  the  pruden 
at  such  a  critical  momet 
liad  an  instant  and  atroi 


many  of 

to  MlBS 

duly  pai 
been  in  I 
bequesti 
tice  wit! 
by  no, 
age,  and 
Ref^nal 
in  youT 
stances 
case,  re< 

fora^\ 
intestati 
the  que 
I  have 
and  Ml 
just  an 
tells  me 
alibis 
ture.  ] 
«Do 
strongej 
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:>red  uncle's  pleasure.  Those  to  whom  he 
temed  to  wish  to  give,  even,  shall  not  be  losers 
or  the  want  of  his  name." 

Tom   was  greatly  raised   in  the  opinions  of 
:ialf  in   the  room  by  this   artful  declaration, 
"hich    was  effectually   securing  just  so  many 
friendsi   in  the  event  of  any  occurrence  that 
might  render  such  support  necessary.    In  the 
mean  time  Sir  Reginald,  assisted  by  the  stew- 
ard, opened  the  secretary,  and  found  the  depo- 
sits of  papers.     The  leases  were  all  in  order; 
the  title-deeds   were  properly   arranged ;   the 
books   and  accounts   appeared   to   be  exactly 
kept;  ordinary   bills  and  receipts   were  filed 
with   method ;  two  or   three   bags  of  guineas 
proved  that  ready  cash  was  not  wanting ;  and, 
in  short,  everything  showed  that  the  deceased 
had  left  his  aflairs  in  perfect  order,  and  in  a 
very  intelligible  condition.    Paper  after  paper, 
however,  was  opened,  and  nothing  like  a  will, 
rough  draft  or  copied,  was  to  be  found.     Dis- 
sppointment  was  strongly  painted  on  the  faces 
present ;    for   they   had 
e  opinion  that  the  pro- 
luld,    in    some  unknown 


TBB  TWO  ADMIRALS.  139 

"  Both  are  genuine,  gentlemen,"  returned  the 
Eword,  with  a  dgh.  "  Thus  far,  Mr.  TbomoB 
in  the  right" 

"  Mr.  Thomas,  rirrah !  And  why  not  Sir 
bomas?  Are  baronets  addressed  as  other 
en,  in  Kngland?     But,  no  matter!     There 

a  lime  for  all  things.  Sir  Owraise  Oakes, 
t  you  are  perfectly  indifferent  in  this  affair, 
ask  of  you  the  favour  to  break  the  seal,  and 
>  inquire  into  the  contents  of  the  paper  P  " 

The  vice-admiral  was  not  slow  in  comply- 
ng;  for,  by  this  time,  he  began  to  feel  an 
Dtenae  interest  in  the  result.  The  reader  will 
eadily  understand  that  Tom  had  handed  to 
>ir  Gerraise  the  Will  drawn  up  by  his  father, 
md  which,  after  inserting  his  reputed  nephew*! 
uune,  Sir  Wycberly  had  duly  executed,  and 
lelivered  to  the  person  most  interested.  The 
envelope,  address,  and  outer  seal,  Tom  had 
obtained  the  very  day  the  Will  was  signed, 
■fter  assuring  himself  of  the  contents  of  th< 
Utter,  by  six  or  eight  careful  perusals.  Thi 
vice-admiral  read  the  instrument  from  begin- 
oiDg  to  end  before  he  put  it  into  the  handi 
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sonala ;  though  your  claims  to  the  baro- 
cy  fhall  certaioly  be  contested  and  defeated." 
'And  why  defeated?"  demanded  Wycherly, 
pping  forward  for  the  first  time,  and  speak- 
;  with  a  curiosity  he  found  it  difficult  to 
ntrol.  **  Is  not  Mr.  Thomas^5ir  Thomas, 
lught  rather  to  say,  — the  eldest  son  of  the 
:e  Sir  Wycherly's  next  brother ;  and,  as  a 
liter  of  course,  heir  to  the  title,  as  well  as 
•  the  estate  f 

"  Not  he,  as  I  can  answer,  from  a  careful 
tamination  of  proofs.  Mr.  Baron  Wyche- 
ombe  was  never  married,  and  thus  could  have 
o  h^r-at-law." 

"  Is  this  possible !  How  have  we  all  been 
leceived  then,  in  America  1" 

"  Why  do  you  say  this,  young  gentleman  ? 
Cannon  have  any  lego]  claims  hereP" 

(riy,  the  only  son  of  Wycherly, 
!St  son  of  Gregory,  the  younger 
late  baronet;  and  if  what  you 
next  in  succession  to  the  baro- 

'    Tom's   words    stuck  in    his 
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turning     it;    fraokly     admitting    I 

he     ship     did    soi]    without    Mr. 

i^'ychecombe,   and   was    lost,   every 

3ard  perishing.     My  grandfather  pa 

ir^nia,    where  he  remained  a  twel 

iippieBsing  hia  story,  lest  its  narrati 

iad  to  military  punishment.     Love 

d  his  future  fate.    He  married  a  i 

ortuDe ;    and   though    his    history  i 

known     in    his   own   retired   circle^ 

it.     No  one    supp< 

sion,  and  there  was  i 

act,  on  accunnt  of  bis 

to  Sir  Wycherly,  bui 

ter,  as  likely  to  give  t 

That  letter  I  now  I 

d-writing.    I  have  alsc 

11   the  other   proofs  o: 

irson  would  be  apt   ti 

jmplete  as  any  court  : 

le  likely  to  require,  for 

y  for  changing  his   n. 

but  two  years ;  and  | 

¥  that  every  document 


THE   TWO   ADHI&ALS.  14S 

um  out  to  be  Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe, 
fier  aU ! " 

'*  Yea,  that  'a  the  way  we  always  does  oo 
oard  ship,"  obeerved  QiHefygo,  to  the  group 
f  domestics,  "  wbeqever  anytbiDg  of  a  balloo- 
Qg  character  turos  up.  Sometimes  we  makes 
1  signal  to  Admiral  Blue  aud  the  rest  od  'em, 
o  *  stand  by  to  cheer,*  and  all  of  us  seta 
o,  to  cheer  as  if  our  stomachs  was  full  of 
hurrahs,  and  we  wanted-  to  get  rid  on  'em. 
If  Sir  Jarvy  would  just  pass  the  word  now, 
jTou'd  have  a  taste  of  that  've  custom,  that 
vould  do  your  ears  good  for  a  twelvemonth. 
It  '■  a  cheering  matter  when  one  of  the  trade 
faili  heir  to  an  estate." 

"  And  would  this  be  a  proper  mode  of  set- 
tliog  a  question  of  a  right  of  property,  Sir 
Gervaise  Oakes  P  "  asked  Tom,  with  more  of 
right  and  reason  than  he  commonly  had  of  his 
■ide;  *'  and  that,  too,  with  my  uncle  lying 
dead  beneath  this  roof?  " 

"  I  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  reproof, 
young  sir,  and  will  say  no  more  in  the  matter, 
St  least  nothing  as  indiscreet  as  my  last  speech. 

*ou  u.  a 
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}r  most  of  tkem  ar«  matters  of  offi< 
ord,  in  'Virginia;  but  in,  what  the  1 
all  '  exemplified  copies,'  and  which  I  a 
tre  ID  a  fit  state  to  be  read  an  evidence 
»urt  in  England,  that  can  take  cogniz 
[he  matter." 

Sir  Reginald  took  the  papers,  and  bt 

read  them,  one  by  one,  and  with  deep 

tioD.       The   evidence   of  the   identity 

..«,njr-«i —  _,.„  full,  and  of  the  clean 

been  recognised  as  an  old  i 

of  the  governors  of  the  < 

this  gefltleman>  suggestii 

io  much  pains  to  perpetui 

B  identity.     Both  the  mai 

>  Beverly,  and  the  othe 
olph,  were  fully  substai 
o  births.  The  personal  ii 
lan,  and  this  too  as  the  01 
the  eldest  son  of  Oregor 
DO,  and  in  a  way  that  coul 

>  the  person  meant.  In  a 
re  such  as  a  careful  ami 
:  would  have  prepared*  in 


TBS  TWO  ADH 
Imitted  of  do  doub 
1  be  contested  io  a 
d  was  quite  half  a 
e  papers;  and  durii 
;he  room  was  on  hie 
I  of  his  counteoanci 
le.  At  length  he 
■  agun  turned  to  W; 
lese  papers  have  b< 
ethod,  and  an  acute 
«  required,"  he  said. 
>  long  suppressed, 
Sir  Wycherly  to  d 
ar  affinity  to  him,  an 
my  claims  I  was  ig 
not  only  Mr.  Thoi 
two  brothers,  to  stan 
opinion  of  my  grani 
■d  these  proofs  to  be  ] 
ven  to  me,  that  I  n 
Family  on  my  arriva 
he  injunction  of  m; 
»uld  be  worn  on  mj 
arrived  when  I  coul 
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'*  XfaiB     explains  your   not    preferriDg   the 
um — why  not  prefer  the  relationship?" 
"  What  for,  sir?  I  found  America  and  Ame- 
cans  looked  down  on,  in  England ;  colonists 
poken  of  as  a  race  of  inferior  beings;  ofdimi- 
ished  stature  feebler  intellects,  and  a  waning 
pirit,  as  compared  to  those  from  whom  they 
tad  ao  recently  sprung ;  and  I  was  too  proud 
o  confess  an  affinity  where  I  saw  it  was  not 
n   wounded,   and   expecting   to 
nded  here,  at  my  own  request, 
ion  to  state  the  facts;  but,  fall' 
care  of  ministering  angels," — 
'  gluiced  his  eye  at  Milded  and 
*  I  less  felt  the  want  of  relatives. 
I  honoured;    but  he  too  mani- 
l   us  Amerfcans  as  inferiors,   Ic 
h  to  tell  him  I   was  his  great- 
are  not  altogether  free  from  this 
Jerraise,"  observed  Sir  Reginald, 
"  We  do  appear  to  think  then 
in  the  air  of  this  part  of  tht 
tnders   us  better  than  common 
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of  the  world  among  us,  and  I  hope  to  live  to 
see  more.'" 

This,  let  it  be  remembered,  was  said  before 
the  Hallowells,  aod  Coffins,  and  Brentons  of 
uur  own  times  were  enrolled  in  a  servioe,  that 
has  noce  become  foreign  to  that  of  the  land 
of  their  birth ;  but  it  was-  prophetic  of  tbeir 
appearance,  and  of  that  of  many  other  high 
names  from  the  colonies,  in  the  lists  of  the 
"  '  *  "  Wycherly   smiled   proudly, 

answer.  All  thb  time  Sir 
een    musing    on    what    had 

I,  gentlemen,"  the  latter  now 
contrary  to  due  belief,  there 
baronetcy,  as  well  as  to  the 
combe ;  and  all  our  regrets 
imbent  did  not  live  to  exe- 
had  drawn  a(  bis  request, 
iess.  Sir  Wycherly  Wycbe- 
:ulale  you  on  tiius  succeed- 
)  and  estates  of  your  fiunily  ; 
■  of  the  last,  I  may  be  peN 
itulate    all   of   the   name  in 
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>ng  as  there  eTisted  an  heir  of  entail.     Both 

Arties,   too,  were  merely  guests  in  the  house; 

a   that  neither  had  any  poseessioD  that  would 

equire  a,  legtl  process  to  eject  him.     Tom  had 

at  the  Temple  and   had  some 

the  law  of  the  land,  more  espe- 

ited  to  real  estate;    and  he  was 

ere  existed  some  quaint  ceremony 

iseuion,  as  it  existed  under  the 

Q ;   but  he  was  ignorant  of  the 

,  and  had  some  reasonable  doubts 

r  would  benefit  him,   under  the 

imstances  of  this  case.     On    the 

ore,  he  was  disposed  to  try  the 

aidatioD  by  means  of  the  advan- 

,rly,  possessed,  and  of  such  little 

e  facts  connected  with  bis  claim 

;o  offer. 

oald  Wychecombe,"  he  said  grave- 
as  much  indifference  as  he  could 
ou  have  betrayed  a  facility  of 
I  American  history  that  has  8ur> 
I  one  with  so  high  a  reputation 
I  and  caution.     This   sudden   re* 
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lie  consequences'  of  bis  own  acts.  Mr.  Fur- 
™S*  your  stewardship  ceased  with  the  life 
if  your  priodpal ;  if  you  have  any  keys  or 
>aper&  to  deliver,  I  advise  your  pladng 
hem  in  the  bonds  of  this  gentleman,  who, 
il,  I  take  to  be  the  rightful 
Tychecombe." 

I  cautious,  clear-beaded,  honest 
every  desire  to  see  Tom  de- 
tenadoas  of  doing  bis  duty, 
inald  aside,  therefore,  and  ex- 
sme  length  touching  the  nature 
that  bad  been  offered;  until, 
i8t  there  could  be  no  mistake, 
I  wiUiogneis   to   comply   with 

bold  the  keys  of  the  late  Sir 
ers, — those  that  have  just  been 
cb  for  the  will,"  be  said,  **^and 
to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
aa.  Here  they  are,  Sir  Wy- 
I  would  advise  you  to  remove 
i  that  are  in  the  secretary  to 
«;  as  tboK  your  uncle  bad  a 
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but  u  to  the  Hall  and  park,  tbere  would  seem 
Co  be  DO  one  in  the  legal  occupancy.  This 
makea  a  caae  in  which  title  is  immediately 
available." 

'*  Such  is  the  law,  Mr.  Furlong,  and  I  ad- 
vise Sir  Wycherly  to  take  possession  of  the 
key  of  the  outer  door  at  once,  as  master  of  the 
tenement." 

No  sooner  was  this  opinion  given,  than  Wy* 
cherly  left  the  room,  followed  by  all  present,  to 
the  hall.  Here  he  proceeded  alone  to  the  ves- 
tibule, locked  the  great  door  of  the  building, 
and  put  the  key  in  his  pocket.  This  act  was 
steadily  performed,  and  in  a  way  to  counteract, 
ID  a  greet  d^ree,  the  effect  on  the  domestics, 
of  Tom's  promises  concerning  the  legacies.  At 
the  same  moment  Furlong  whispered  some- 
thing in  the  ear  of  Sir  Reginald. 

**  Now  you  are  quietly  in  possession,  Sir 
Wychwly,"  said  the  latter,  smiling ;  "  there 
is  no  necetnty  of  keeping  us  all  prisoners,  in 
order  to  maintain  your  chums.  David,  the 
usual  porter,  Mr.  Furlong  tells  me,  is  a  faith- 
ful serrant}  and  if  he  will  accept  of  the  key  as 
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CHAPTER  VL 

a  be  tbrill,  let  waves  roll  high, 

«tD0t,8irChUde,  that  I 
Dwful  of  mind. 

Chiidt  Harold 

Jarvy,"  said  Galleygo,  foUo 
els  of  the  two  admirals,  as  t 
he  dresain^room  of  the  offic 
t   has    turned   out    just   as 

the  County  of  Fairvilliaa  h 
hole,  like  a  porpoise  coming  i 

moment  our  backs  is  tumei 
^ves  the  order  to  square-awi 
and  I  sees  the  old  Plantei 
turned  upon  France,  I  forese 
ices.  Well,  gentlemen,  here 
of  prize-money  made  in  tV 
much  fighting.  We  shall  ha' 
iDg  lieutenant  a  leave  for  a  fe 
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U  knows.  Wben  we  fou*t  Mounsheer  Grave- 
md,  (Oravelin,)  we  had  forty-aeven  slain, 
lesides  the  hurt  that  lived  to  tell  their  own 
uin  ;  and  when  we  had  the — " 

**  Go  to  the  devil.  Master  Galleygo,  and 
lesire  Hr.  Bunting  to  walk  up  stairs"  cried 
iix  Gervaise  impatiently. 

"  Ay,  ay,  sir.  Which  will  your  honour 
have  done  first  F  " 

**  Liet  me  see  the  signal-officeri^rjf,"  answered 
the  Tice-admiral,  laughing ;  "  then  be  certain 
of  executing  the  other  order." 

'*  Well,"  muttered  Galleygo,  as  he  descended 
the  stairs;  "if  I  was  to  do  as  he  says,  now, 
what  would  we  do  with  the  fleet  P  Ships 
wants  orders  to  6ght ;  and  6ags  wants  food 
to  give  orders ;  and  food  wants  stewards  to 
he  put  upon  the  .table,  and  stewards  wants 
DO  devils  to  helps  'em  do  their  duty.  "So, 
no,  Sir  Jarvy ;  1 11  not  pay  that  visit  till  we 
all  goes  in  company,  as  is  suitable  for  them  that 
ha*  sailed  so  long  together." 

"This  will  be  great  news,  Dick,  if  De  Ver- 
villb  has  really  come  out  f  cried  Sir  Gervaise, 
rubbing  his  hands  with  delight.  '*  Hang  me ! 
if  I  wait  for  orders  from  London ;  but  we'll 
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with  the  Gnt  wind  sad 
!  the  quarrel  at  home  i 
our  buBine§3  to  catch 
many  ships  do  you  n 
t  to  have  ?" 

Twelve  of  two  decks,  b 
er,  and  beating  us  in  f 
',  however,  are  short  vc 
jite  as  heavy  as  our  own. 
we  should  not  eog^e  hie 
[  rejoice  to  hear  you  say 
honourable  is  it  to  seel 
:  intriguing  about  a  cou 
d  to  let  me  announce  tl 
ral  orders  to-morrow,  Di< 
Never,  with  my  consent, 
as  the  house  of  Hanover 
what  an  extraordinary  sc 
lelow  1  This  young  lieu 
V,  and  I  bop^  with  all 
labled  to  make  good  bis  < 
Ot  that  Sir  Reginald  assi 
}  manner  of  doubt.  H 
ct  order,  and  his  story 
^  Do  you  not  remerab 
ere  midshipmen  in  the  V 
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lieutenant  of  the  Sappho  striking  a  senior 
officer,  ashore ;  and  of  his  haviog  been  pro- 
bably saved  from  the  sentence  of  death  by  the 
loss  of  the  ship  ?  " 

"  As  well  as  if  it  were  yesterday,  now  you 
name    the  vesseL     And   this  you   suppose  to 
"  te  Sir  Wycherly's  brother? 
be  Ssppho  P  " 

ne,  below;  and  it  leaves  no 
d  of  the  truth  of  the  whole 

oOf  how  easy  it  is  for  one  to 
I,  and  maintain  his  rights, 
>f  more  than  half  a  century. 
8  a  claim  quite  as  strong  as 

er,  you  seem  determined  to 
irn  about  your  own  ears  I 
ir  I  to  do  with  these  Scotch 
a  gallant  enemy  invites  us 
eet  him  i    But,  mum — here 

the  signal-lieutenant  of  the 
hown  into  tbe  room  by  Gal- 

ig,  what  tidings    from    tlie 
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•*  Silence — and  you  think,  Bunting,  you  read 
the  signals  clearly  ?  " 

'*  No  doubt  of  it.  Sir  Gervaise.  Captain 
Greenly  is  of  the  same  opinion,  and  has  sent 
me  ashore  with  the  news.  He  desired  me  to 
tell  jou  that  the  ebb  would  make  in  half  an 
hour,  and  that  we  can  then  fetch  past  the  rocks 
to  the  westward,  light  as  the  wind  is.* 

"  Ay,  that  is  Greenly,  I  can  swear  I  He  'II 
not  sit  down  until  we  are  all  aweigh,  and  stand- 
ing out.  Does  the  cutler  tell  us  which  way 
the  count  was  looking  ?  " 

"  To  the  westward,  sir  ;  on  an  easy  bowline, 
and  under  short  canvass." 

"  The  gentleman  is  in  no  hurry,  it  would 
seem.    Has  he  a  convoy  ?  " 

*'  Not  a  sail,  sir.  Nineteen  sail,  all  cruisers, 
and  only  twelve  of  the  line.  He  has  one  two- 
decker,  and  two  frigates  more  than  we  can 
muster ;  just  a  Frenchman's  odds,  sir." 

"  The  count  has  certainly  with  him  the 
seven  new  ships  that  were  built  last  season," 
quietly  observed  Bluewater,  leaning  back  in  his 
easy  chair  until  his  body  inclined  at  an  angle  of 
rorty<five  degrees,  and  stretching  a  leg  on  an 
empty  stand,  in  his  Qsual  self-indulgent  manner. 
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re  a  little  heavier  thi 
will  give  us  harder  wi 
tougher  the  job  the 
.mansbip.  The  tide 
ting?" 

,  Sir  Oervaise ;  and  < 
wenty  minutes.  The 
i;  down  channel  aires 
think  that  we  Bhall 
u  crossed  top-gallant 
ptain  Greenly  was  thi 
;  the  messenger." 
you  're  a  set  of  un 
You  tire  of  your  oat 
I  find.  Well,  Mr.  ] 
and  say  that  all  is 
in  a  sad  state  of  coi 
lu   know.      Mention 

ay,  sir;  is  it  your  ] 
anything  else,  Sir  Oei 
f — yes,  Bunting,"  ar 

smiling ;  "  you  may 
>  get  all  his  fresh  gi 
-and — yes ;  to  let  nc 
on  liberty." 
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"  Aoything  more,  Sir  Gervatse?"  added 
[wrtiiuudous  officer. 

**  Od  the  whole,  you  msy  as  well  run  i 
dgoal,  to  be  ready  to  uamoor.  The  ships 
rery  well  ride  at  single  anchors,  when  the 
bas  oDce  fairly  made.  What  say  you,  B 
water  ?" 

**  A  aigtial  to  unmoor,  at  ouce,  would  ei 
dite  matters.  You  know  very  well,  you  iai 
to  go  to  sea,  and  why  not  do  the  thing 
bandP" 

**  1  dare  say,  now,  Bunting,  you  too  w( 
like  to  give  the  commander-in-chief  a  nu 
at  some  sort  or  other." 

**  If  I  could  presume  so  far,  Sir  Gervi 
I  can  only  say,  sir,  that  the  sooner  we  are 
the  sooner  we  shall  flog  the  French." 

**  And,  Master  Oalleygo,  what  are  your 
timenta,  on  this  occasion  ?  It  is  a  full  com 
ind  all  ought  to  speak  freely." 

"  You  knows.  Sir  Jarvy,  that  I  never  sp 
in  these  matters,  unless  spoken  to.  Adn 
Blue  and  your  honour  are  quite  enougt 
take  care  of  the  fleet  in  most  circumstai 
though  there  is  some  knowledge  in  the  t 
as  well  as  iu  the  cabin.     My  ideas  is,  gei 
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,  that,  by  casting  to  starboard  on  thii 
we  shall  all  have  our  beads  offihocc 
ihall  fetch  into  the  offing  as  eaiiljr 
itry  wench  turns  in  a  jig.  What  we 
vith  the  fleet,  when  we  gets  out,  w. 
<n  in  our  ultra  movements." 
y  "  ultra,'  David  meant  "  ulterio',"  a 
lad  caught  up  from  hearing  desp 
,  which  he  understood  no  better  than 
wrote  them  at  the  Admiralty. 
Thanks  to  you  all,  my  friends  !* 
Gervaise,  who  was  so  delighted  i 
pect  of  a  general  engag^nent  thi 
a  boyish  pleasure  in  this  fooling; 
to  business,  seriously.  Mr.  Bunti 
Id  have  the  signal  for  sailing  shown. 
ship  fire  a  recall-gun  for  her  boats. 
lour  later,  show  the  bunting  to  un: 
send  my  boat  ashore  as  soon  as  you 
pave  on  the  capstan.  So,  good-mo 
ine  fellow,  and  show  your  activity." 
Mr,  Bunting,  as  you  pass  the  Cam 
he  favour  to  ask  for  my  boat,  also, 
water,  lazily,  but  half-raising  his  be 
after  the  retiring  lieutenant.  **  If  ^ 
ove,  I  suppose  I  shall  \ 
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>t  of  them.  Of  course  we  shall  repeat  all 
lur  aagnaU," 

Sir   GrervMBe  vaited  until  Bunting  was  out 
the   room,  when  he  turned  to  the  steward, 
id  said  vith  some  dryness  of  manner — 
**  Mr.  Gall^go,  you  have  my  permission  to 
a  on  board,  bag  and  baggage." 

**  Yes,  Sir  Jarvy,  I  understands.  We  are 
bout  to  get  the  ships  under  way,  and  good 
len  ought  to  be  in  their  places.  Oood-b'ye, 
Admiral  Blue.  We  shall  meet  before  the  face 
>t  the  French,  and  then  I  expects  every  man 
in  us  will  set  an  example  to  himself  of  courage 
and  devotion." 

**That  fellow  grows  worse  and  worse,  each 

day,  and  I  shall  bare  to  send  htm  forward, 

in  order  to  check  his  impertinence,"  said  Sir 

Oervaise,   half-vexed  and   half-laughing.     "I 

d  his  saucy  familiarity  as  well 

do)  with  his  *  Admiral  Blue*."* 

offence  as  soon  as  I  find  Sir 

of  humour  with  him.    The 

nest,  and  attached ;  and  these 

would  atone  for  a  hundred 

»w  go  to  the  devil !     Do  you 
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stopping  to  talk  politics.  I  teke  it  for  grant 
DotwithBtandiDg  your  Stuart  fervour,  that  y 
are  willing  Plough  to  help  me  thrash  Monsii 
de  VerviUin  ?  " 

uestioa.  Nothing  but  the  c 
ros  direcll;  employed  in  serv: 
legitimate  priiice,  could  ind' 
any  favour.  Still,  Oakes,  i 
have  succours  for  the  Sco 
!  bound  to  the  north  by  the  t 
mel." 

succours,  truly,  for  an  Engli 
I  Mouiq»elairet,  and  r^gtnu 
Dillon,  or  some  d — d  Frei 
and,  perhaps,  beautiful  musV 
't  Vincenna:  or  some  other 
allic  inventions  to  put  down 
of  Old  England  !  No— n< 
r,  your  excellent,  loyal,  tr 
1  mother,  never  bore  you  to 
rbon  perfidy  and  trick.  I  <j 
1  at  the  very  name  of  Louis  I 
iswer  for  that.  Sir  Jarry," 
vodmiral,  with  a  vacant  sm 
d  some  time  at  the  court  o 
fue.     But  all  this  is  idle; 
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the  chops  of  the  channel,  when  she  is  to  go 
about,  and  stand  in  towards  the  English  coast 
Each  succeeding  vessel,  however,  will  wdgh  at 
soon  as  her  leader  is  hull  down,  and  keep  within 
ugnal  distance,  in  order  to  send  inlelltgencf 
through  the  whole  line.  Nothing  will  be  eadei 
than  to  keep  in  nght  of  each  other,  in  Buch  lin< 
weather ;  and  by  these  means  we  shall  spread  i 
wide  clew, — quite  a  hundred  miles,— and  coni' 
mand  the  whole  of  the  channel.  As  soon  oi 
Monsieur  de  Vervillin  is  made,  the  fleet  cai 
close,  and  then  we  will  be  governed  by  cir 
cumstances.  Should  we  see  nothing  of  thi 
French  by  the  time  we  make  their  coast,  wi 
may  be  certain  they  have  gone  up  chaonel ;  an< 
then,  a  signal  from  the  van  can  reverse  thi 
order  of  sailing,  and  we  will  chase  to  the  east 
ward,  closing  to  a  line  abreast  as  fast  as  pos 
sible. 

"  All  this  is  very  well,  certainly ;  and  bi 
means  of  the  frigates  and  smaller  cruisers  wi 
can  easily  sweep  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  o 
ocean ;  —  nevertheless,  the  fleet  will  he  mucl 
scattered." 

"  You  do  Dot  think  there  will  be  any  dange 
of  the  French  engaging  the  van  before  thi 
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Sir  Gervaise  stopped  short  in  his  walk,  look- 
ed Bluewater  steadily  in  the  face,  and  nodded 
his  head. 

'*  I  understand  by  the  expression  of  your 
countenance,'"  continued  the  other,  "  that  I 
am  expected  to  speak.  I  had  no  more  to  say, 
than  to  make  the  simple  suggestion,  that  your 
plan  would  be  most  likely  to  be  executed  were 
/  to  lead  the  van,  and  were  you  to  bring  up 
the  rear." 

'*  The  devil  you  do  I  This  comes  as  near 
mutiny,  or  aea/tdalum  magnatum,  as  one  can 
wish !  And  why  do  you  suppose  that  the 
plan  of  the  commander>in-chief  will  he  least  in 
danger  of  failing,  if  Admiral  Bluewater  lead 
on  this  occasion  instead  of  Admiral  Oakes?" 

"  Merely  because  I  think   Admiral  Oakes, 

when  an  enemy  is  pressing  him,  is  more  apt 

to  take  counsel  of  his  heart  than  of  his  head  ; 

while  Admiral  Bluewater  is  not.     You  do  not 

know  yourself.  Sir  Jarvy,  if  you  think  it  so 

easy  a  matter  to  run  away." 

'*  I  've  EDoiled  you,  Dick,  by  praising  your 

ng  so  much  before  your  face ; 

ole  truth  of  the  matter.     No 

lode  up ;   and,  I  believe  you 
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>ir  Gervaiae  Otkes,  Bart.,  vice-sdmiral  .of 
he  red,  and  member  for  Bowldero,  in 
lour  own  mind,  'now,  if  I  can  Just  leave 
:bat  fellow,  Dick  Bluewaler,  behind  me,  with 
Four  or  6Te  ships,  he'll  never  desert  me,  when 
in  front  of  the  enemy,  whatever  he  might  do 
with  King  George;  and  so  I'll  make  sure  of 
him  by  placing  the  question  in  such  a  light 
be  one  of  friendship,  rather  than 

e  coloured  to  the  temples,  for  the 
tenetrated  into  his  most  secrei 
1  yet,  spite  of  hit  momentary  vexa- 

his  accuser,  and  both  laughed  in 
t   manner   that   the  circumstance 
ly  to  excite. 
,  Dick,"  said    the    vice-admiral, 

could  command  sufficient  gravity 
they  made  a  mistake  when  thej 
lea ;  you  ought  to  have  been  ap 
a  conjuror.  I  care  not  what  yoi 
t ;  my  ordern  are  given,  and  the] 
yed.  Have  you  a  clear  percep 
an?" 
te  as  clear,  I  tell  you,  as  I  havi 
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youDg  man*  "it  is  not  easy  to  settle  the  qv 
tion  of  etiquette  between  ub,  Sir  Wycher 
and  I  have,  from  habit,  thought  more  of 
admiral  oDd  the  lieutmaBt  than  of  the  lore 
the  manor  and  his  obliged  guests.  If  I  h 
eiTed>  you  will  excuse  me." 

uation  is  so  very  novel  t 
sailor,  Sir  Gervaise,"  answe 
:g ;  "as  such  I  hope  you  ' 
e.     Can  I   be  of  any  ser' 

cutters  has  just  come  in  v 
ike  the  fleet  to  sea  again  i 

soon  as  the  tide  begins  to 
The  French  are  out,  and 
k  for  them.  It  was  my  ini 
e  to  be  able  to  take  you  to 
'Untagenet.  The  date  of  y 
id  not  put  you  very  \ 
enants;  but  Bunting  deaei 
cy,  and  I  meant  to  give  i 
■on,  in  which  case  there  wt 
the  situation  of  my  own  sig 
}u  could  well  perform.  A 
lot  to  quit  this  bouse,  an 
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uncle  caonot  be  interred  certainly  for  a  week 
or  ten  days." 

**  I  see  you  have  well  calculated  all  the 
chances,  young  or,"  said  Sir  Gervsise,  smiling. 
*'  Bluewater,  how  does  this  matter  strike  you  ? "" 
"  Leave  it  in  my  hands,  and  I  will  see  to  it. 
You  will  sail  near  or  quite  twenty-four  hours 
before  me,  and  there  will  be  time  for  more 
reBection.  Sir  Wycherly  can  remain  with  me 
in  the  Ctcsar,  in  the  action ;  or  he  can  be 
thrown  aboard  the  Plantagenet  when  we 
meet." 

After  a  little  reflection,  Sir  Gerraise,  who 
liked  to  pvc  every  one  a  fair  chance,  consented 
to  the  arrangement,  and  it  was  decided  that 
Wycherly  should  come  out  in  the  Caesar,  if 
nothing  occurred  to  render  the  step  improper. 

This  arrangement  completed,  the  vice-admi- 
ral declared  he  was  ready  to  quit  the  Halt. 
Galleygo  and  the  other  servants  had  already 
made  the  dispositions  necessary  for  embarking, 
and  it  only  remained  to  take  leave  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  dwelling.  The  parting  between 
the  baronets  was  friendly ;  for  the  common  in- 
terest tbey  felt  in  the  success  of  Wycherly  bad, 
in  a  degree    rendered    them   intimates,  and 
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rose  above  the  opeaioga  in  the  cliffs,  the  rig- 
nal    of  recall  for  all  boata.      This    set   every 
one  in  motion,  sod,  never  within  the  memory 
of  man,   had  Wycheooinbe   presented  such  a 
scene  of  confusion  and  activity.     Half-intoxi- 
cated seamen  were  driven  down   to  the  boats 
by  youngsters  with  the  cloth  diamond  in  their 
collan,  like  swine,  who  were  reluctant  to  go, 
to  stay.    Quarters  of  beeves  were 
in  carts  or  harrows,  and  were 
lingatdifierent  main-stays;  while 
if  eggs,  butter,  poultry,  mutton* 
ml,    menaced    the    surrounding 
.  scarcity.     Through  this  throng 
nd  the  dead  our  party  held  its 
yj   the  eager  countrymen,   and 
roided   by  all  who  belonged  to 
it  reached  the  point  where  the 
lilfs  and  the  landing  separated, 
admiral  turned  to  the  only  mid- 
nt,  and  courteously  lifting  his 
ctant  to  impose  such  a  duty  on 
Jenutn  "  on  liberty,  he  said — 
>.  favour.  Lord  Geoffrey,  to  step 
sding,  and  ascertain  if  my  barge 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

T  <nt  Dot  without  fome  reason,  for  the  wind 

Increas'd  at  night,  until  it  blew  a  gale ; 

And  thongh  't  wa«  not  much  to  a  utTal  mind, 

Some  landsmen  would  have  look'd  a  little  pale, 

For  tailors  are,  in  ha,  a  different  kind : 

At  sunset  they  b^an  to  take  in  nil. 

For  the  Ay  show'd  it  would  come  od  to  blow, 

And  carry  away,  perhaps,  a  maat  or  to. 

Ai  it  was  just  past  the  turn  of  the  day, 
Bluewster  determiDed  to  linger  on  the  diSs 
Tw  several  hours,  or  until  it  was  time  to  think 
of  his  dinner.  Abstracted  as  bis  thoughts  were 
haUtuaUy,  bis  mind  found  occupation  and  plea- 
sure in  witnessing  the  evolutions  that  succeed- 
ed among  the  ships ;  some  of  which  evolutions 
it  may  be  well  now  briefly  to  relate. 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes'  foot  had  not  been  on  the 
deck  of  the  Plantagenet  five  minutes  before  a 
Hgnal  for  all  commanders  was  flying  at  that 
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i  possible,  while  we  hold  I 
signal-distance  of  eadi  oth 
I  shall  shorten  sail,  and  t 
>  within  a  league  from  ves 

have  told  Bluewater  to  i 
lut  coming  out  with  the  h 
have  requested  him  to  he 
e  shall  deem  it  prudent, 
•iving  another  express  frc 
When  the  flood  makes,  I  < 

about,  but  shall  continue  < 
k,  and  I  wish  you  all  to  i 
rill  bring  the  leading  vesa 
indward  of  those  astern,  ai 
w  the  fleet  into  a  bow  ai 
jng  in  the  van,  it  will  ti 
)k  to  this,  and  to  watch  1 
But  I  ask  of  you  to  ke< 
mther,  and  to  hold  your  tbi 
stdistance  of  each  other. 
,  or  to  blow  very  hard,  ^ 
van   to  rear,  and   try  o 

in  compact  order.  Let  tl 
ees  the  enemy  make  himst 
ad  send  the  news,  with  tl 
?encb,  both  ahead  and  astei 
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had  the  tact  to  be  silent  himself;  a  task  tb 
was  less  difficult  thao  common,  on  account 
the  interest  he  felt  in  the  spectacle. 

The  boatB  of  the  different  captains  were  si 

shoving    off  from   the   starboard    side  of  t 

PUmtagenet,   whither    etiquette    had   broug 

them    together,  in  «  little  crowd,   when  1 

three    topsails  fell,  and   (heir    sheets  stead 

drew   the  clews  toward  the  ends  of  the  Ion 

^ards.     Even  while  this  was  in   process  t 

to   ascend,  and   rose   with  tl 

radusted  movement  which  mai 

I  in  a  man-of-war.    All  three  wt 

leaded  in   two   minutes.     As  t 

(he  canvass   obliquely  the   sa 

'  opened  their  folds,  and,  by  t 

urfaces  were  flattened  bydistf 

ntagenet  steadily  moved  from  1; 

dvancing  slowly  against  a  stro 

the  group  of  ships,  among  whi 

I  anchored.     This  was  a  beautil 

lembling  that  of  a  sea-fowl,  whi 

in  its  element,  spreads  its  win( 

1  the  water,  and   glides  away 

and  unseen  point. 

ment  of  the  flag-ship  was  atalel 
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you  remember,  Admiral  Blueirater,  the  tin 
when  we  got  under  way  off  I'Orient,  with  ti 
wind  blowing  a  gale  directly  on  shore?  Evi 
Sir  Oerviuae  said,  afterwards,  that  we  k 
Wss  ground  than  any  ship  in  the  fleet,  and  y 
the  Plantagenet  is  the  most  weatherly  tw 
decker  in  the  navy ;  as  everybody  says.™ 

**  Everybody  !  She  is  certainly  a  weather 
vessel,  but  not  more  so  than  several  othei 
Whom  did  you  ever  bear  give  that  charact 
to  this  particular  shipp^ 

*'  Why,  sir,  her  reefers  are  alwaya  braggin 
as  much  as  that ;  and  a  great  deal  more  too." 
*'  Her  reefers !  Young  gentlemen  are  pa 
Ocularly  struck  with  the  charms  of  their  6r 
loves,  both  ashore  and  afloat,  my  boy.  Di 
you  ever  bear  an  old  teaman  say  that  inu< 
for  the  Plantagenet  ?  " 

"  I  think  I  have,  sir,"  returned  Lord  Geof 
rey,  blushing.  "  Galteygo,  Sir  Gervaise 
steward,  is  commonly  repeating  some  sue 
stuff,  or  other.  They  are  furious  braggart 
the  Plantagenet^  all  round,  nr." 

"  That  comes  honestly,"  answered  Blui 
water,  smiling,  "  her  namesakes  and  prcdi 
ceiBora  of  old  having  some  such  characteristi 
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jet  disappeared  from  her  deck.    She  left  the 

fleet,  or   the  pordoDB  of  it  that  still  remained 

at  anchor,  with  her  fore-coune  set,  and  hauled 

by  the   wind,  under  double-reefed  topsails,  a 

single  reef  in  her  mainsail,  and  with  her  main' 

topgallant  sail  set  over  its  proper  sail.     With 

tbis  reduced  canvass  she  started  away  on   the 

track  of  her  consorts,  the  brine  foaming  under 

her    bows,   and  with  a  heel  that  denoted  the 

heavy   pressure   that   hore   on   her  sails.     By 

irk  was  aweigh ;  the  tide  had 

Kcame  necessary  to  fill  on  the 

tdet  to  clear  the  land  to  the 

altered  the  formation ;  but  we 

0  the  events  aa  they  transpired 
ith  a  view  to  relate  them  more 
order. 

'  necessary  to  say  that  Blue- 
e  remained  on,  or  about  the 
rs,  in  order  to  witness  the  de- 
iny  of  the  vessels.  Instead  ol 
Hall  at  the  dinner-hour,  agree- 
be  profited  by  the  appearanct 
who  left  the  cottage  »itb  t 

1  manner,  just  as  be  was  think 
nty  of  sending  a  message  to  Sii 
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sweet  friend's  life  had  been  far  from  happj 
and  the  languid  look  and  tearful  eyes  of  Mil 
dred  revived  the  recollection  of  the  dead,  wit 
painful  distinctneu. 

**  Good  Ood  I "  he  murmured  to  himself 
*'  that  two  such  bangs  should  exist  only  t 
suffer  !  My  good  Mrs.  Dutton,  make  no  ex 
cuses  ;  but  believe  me  when  I  say  that  yo 
could  not  have  found  in  England  another  the 
would  have  proved  as  welcome  as  my  presen 
little  messmate." 

Mildred  stru^led  for  a  smile ;  and  she  di 
succeed  in  looking  extremely  grateful.  Bt 
jood  this,  however,  it  exceeded  her  powers  t 
go.  Mrs.  Dutton  was  gratified,  and  soon  lei 
the  two  to  partake  of  their  neat,  but  simpi 
meal,  by  themselves ;  household  duties  requii 
ing  her  presence  elsewhere. 

"  Let  me  persuade  you  to  take  a  glass  c 
this  really  excellent  port,  my  child,"  said  BIm 
water.  "  If  you  had  cruised  aa  long  as  I  ha\ 
done,  on  'the  coast  of  Portugal,  you  woul 
know  how  to  value  a  liquor  as  pure  as  this, 
don't  know  of  an  admiral  that  has  as  good  I " 
"  It  is  probably  our  last,  sir,"  answered  Mi 
dred,  shaking  a  tear  from  each  of  her  long  dai 
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to    awaken   all   her  companion's   aympathies 
'^  but  it   is  not  easy  for  us  to  rejoice  at  anj 
thing   which  is  gained  by  the  toss  of  our  foi 
Md." 

re  that  a  youDf  fellow,  like  th 
ydierly,  can  be  no  substitute  fc 
like  the  last  Sir  Wycherly,  m 
one  is  a  sailor,  and  the  other  wi 
lan,  my  professional  prejudia 
der  Uie  disparity  as  great  as 
ippear  to  be  to  your  less  partii 

thought  the  glance  he  receive 
',  and  he  iustsotly  regretted  thi 
such  means  to  divert  his  comp 
Some  consciousness  of  this  r 
passed  through  Mildred's  mini 
her  sfHrits,  and  made  a  partial! 
It  to  be  a  more  agreeable  con 

T  thinks,  sir,"  she  said*  "  th 
mt  weather  is  about  to  desert  u 
likely  to  bbw  heavily  before  a 
irs  are  over." 

id  Mr.  Button  will  prove  to  I 
in  almanac.     The  weather  has 
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h^   in    Iiis  arms,  as  a  parent  would  irrap  a  be- 
loved daughter  to  hja  heart.     Discretion,  how- 
ever,    preTcntad   a  betrayal   of  feeliDgB    that 
eea  misinterpreted,  and  fae  an- 
riginal  vein. 

n  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,*  be 
Oakes  admits  the  happiaess  be 
bin  ship  ploughing  through  a 
a  dark  night,  he  maintains  that 
sought  in  a  hurricane.  I  do  not 
I  the  accusation,  but  I  will  allow 
of  fierce  delight  in  participating, 
',  in  a  wild  strife  of  the  elements, 
ry  nature  seems  changed  at  such 
I  forget  all  that  is  mild  and 
:  comes  of  having  lived  so  much 
I  your  sex,  my  dear;  desolate 
am." 

bink  sailors  ought  to  marry  T' 
,  with  a  steadiness  that  surprised 
ivhile  she  put  the  question,  con- 
jght  the  blood  to  her  temples, 
be  sorry  to  condemn  a  whole 
i  that  one  I  so  well  love,  to  the 
y  of  single  life.  There  are  mi- 
r  to   the  wedded  lives  of  both 
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fttth  in  ua  u  to  suppoie  a  battle  will  neces- 
urily  bring  defeat  P  I  have  seen  much  ol 
mj  own  profession,  Miss  Dutton,  and  trust  1 
am  in  some  small  degree  above  the  rhod<Hnon- 
tade  of  the  braggarts ;  but  it  is  not  usual  foi 
us  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  to  give  those  on 
riiore  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the  English  flag. 
It  has  never  jet  been  my  luck  to  meet  a 
Frenchman,  who  did  not  manifest  a  manly 
desire  to  do  his  country  credit;  and  I  have 
always  fdt  that  we  must  fi^t  h^rd  for  him 
before  we  could  get  him ;  nor  has  the  result 
ever  disappdnted  me.  Still,  fortune,  or  skill, 
or  r^ht,  is  commonly  of  our  side,  and  has 
given  us  the  advantage  in  the  end." 

"  And  to  which,  sir,  do  you  ascribe  a  success 
at  sea,  so  very  uniform  ?  " 

"  As  ft  Protestant,  I  ought  to  tay,  to  our  rf 
Hgion !  but,  this  my  own  knowledge  of  Pro- 
testant vices  rejects.  Then,  to  say  fortune, 
would  be  an  exceeding  self-abasement  —  one, 
that  between  us,  is  not  needed;  and  I  believe 
I  must  impute  it  to  skill.  As  plain  seamen, 
I  do  believe  we  are  more  expert  than  most  of 
our  noghbonrs ;  though  I  am  far  from  being 
pontive  we  have  any  great  advantage  over 
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them  even  in  tactics.     If  any,  the  Ihitch  ire 
our  equals*'' 

'^Notwithstanding^  you  are  quite  oertaiDflf 
success.  It  must  be  a  great  encoaragenicnt 
to  enter  into  the  fight  with  a  strong  confideDce 
in  victory  I  I  suppose  —  that  is,  it  seems  to 
me — ^it  is  a  matter  of  course,  sir, — that  oar 
new  Sir  Wycherly  will  not  be  able  to  join  in 
the  battle,  this  time  ?  " 

Mildred  spoke  timidly,  and  she  endeavoured 
to  seem  unconcerned ;  but  Bluewater  read  her 
whole  heart,  and  pitied  the  pain  which  she 
had  inflicted  on  herself,  in  asking  the  questioo. 
It  struck  him,  too,  that  a  girl  of   his  com- 
panion's delicacy  and    sensibility   would  not 
thus  advert  to  the  young  man's  movement^ 
at  all,  if  the  ktter  had  done  aught  jusdy  to 
awaken  censure;    and  this  conviction  greatly 
relieved  his  mind  as  to  the  effect  of  sudden 
elevation  on  the  handsome  lieutenant.    As  it 
was  necessary  to  answer,  however,  lest  Mfldred 
might  detect  his  consciousness  of  her  feelingSi 
not  a  moment  was  lost  before  making  a  reply. 

''It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  prevent  a 
young,  dashing  sailor,  like  this  Sir  Wycherly 
Wycheoombe^  from  doing  his  part  in  a  general 
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engAgement,  and  that,  too,  of  the  character  of 
the  fme  to  which  we  are  looking  forward," 
he  sud.  "Oakes  has  left  the  matter  in  my 
hands;  I  suppose  I  shall  have  to  grant  the 
young  man's  request." 

**  He  has  then  requested  to  be  recMved  in 
Led  Mildred,  her  hand  shaking 
ipoon  it  held. 

rse.  No  one  who  wears  uni- 
would  do  less.  It  seems  a 
for  him  to  quit  Wychecombe^ 
incy  he  will  have  a  battle  of 
It  ere  long;  but  professional 
r-shadow  all  others,  in  young 
s  seamen,  it  is  said  to  be  even 
ve.'" 

e  no  answer ;  but  her  pale 
ring  lips— evidences  of  feeling 
ess  did  not  enable  her  to  con- 
luewater  again  to  r^ret  the 
a  view  to  restore  the  poor  girl 
Diand,  he  changed  the  subject 
which  did  not  again  advert  to 
le  remainder  of  the  meal  was 
:en  in  peace,  the  admiral  mam- 
last,  however,  the  sudden  and 
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captain   liad  made  his  dispontions  for  a  windy 
ni^t.       The  lights  that  the  Dover  and  the 
York  csrried  in  their  tops  were  just  beginning 
to  be  visible  ia  the  -  gathering  gloom,  the  last 
about   *  league  and  a  half  down  channel,  the 
ship  standing  in  that  direction  to  get  to  wind- 
ward, and  the  former,  more  to  the  southward, 
tbe  Tesael  having  already  tacked  to  follow  the 
admiral.     A  chain   of  lighta   connected   the 
whole  of  the  long  line*  and  placed  tbe  means 
of  communication  in  the  power  of  the  captains. 
At  this  moment    tbe  Flantagenet  was  fully 
fifty  miles  at  sea,  ploughing  through  a  heavy 
KNitb-west  swell,  which  the  wind  was  driving 
into  the  chops  of  the  channel,  from  the  direction 
of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  the  broad  Atlantic. 

Bluewater  buttoned  his  coat,  and  he  felt 

his   frame   invigorated   by  a  gale  that  came 

over    bis    person,    loaded   with    the    peculiar 

flavour  of  the  sea.     But  two  of  the  heavy 

ships  remained  at  their  anchors,  the   Dublin 

and  the  Oesar ;  and  his  experienced  eye  could 

bad  everything  on  board  tbe 

irip  and  be  off,  as  soon  as  he 

give  the  order.     At  this  mo- 

ipman,  who  had  been  absent 
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for  faer.  If  it  knock  her  off  much  more,  it 
will  bring  the  flood  on  her  weftther-bow,  snd 
compel  her  to  tack.  This  will  throw  the  reai 
of  our  line  into  confusion  P 

**  ^^hat  should  we  do,  rift  in  such  a  case  i 
It  would  never  answer  to  leave  poor  Sir  Jarv} 
out  there  by  himself ! " 

"  We  would  try  not  to  do  that !"  returned 
Bluewater,  smiling  at  the  affectionate  loliciludt 
of  the  lad,  a  lolicitude  that  caused  him  dightlj 
to  f(H-get  his  habitual  respect  for  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  to  adopt  the  tobriquet 
of  the  fleet.  "  In  such  a  case,  it  would  be 
come  my  duty  to  collect  as  many  ships  ai 
I  could,  and  to  make  the  best  of  our  waj 
towards  the  place  where  we  might  hope  U 
fall  in  with  the  others  in  the  morning.  Then 
i)  little  danger  of  losing  each  other  for  anj 
length  of  time  in  these  narrow  waters,  an<i 
I  have  few  apprehensions  of  the  French  bein^ 
fsr  enough  west,  to  fall  in  with  our  leading 
Tcssels  before  morning.  If  they  should,  in- 
deed, Geoffrey — " 

"Ay,    sir,    if   they    should,   I    know   well 
enough  what  would  come  to  pass  ! " 
'*  What,  boy  ?      On  the  supposition  thai 


THE  TWO  ADMIRALS.  Sll 

sters,  who  faney  because  they  carry  a  red  flag 
at  the  forci  they  are  lo  many  Blakes  and 
Howards,  tbenuelTes.  There 's  Jack  Oldcas- 
t]e,  DOW  ;  he 's  always  talking  of  our  reefers 
as  if  there  was  no  lea-blood  in  our  vans,  and 
that  just  because  his  ova  father  happened  to 
be  a  captain— a  commodore,  he  says,  because 
he  happened  once  to  have  three  frigates  under 
his  orders.^' 

"  Well  that  would  make  a  comnnodore^  for 
the  time  bang.  But,  surdy  be  does  not  claiin 
privilege  for  the  Oldcastle  blood*  over  that  of 
the  Glevelands  I'* 

"  No,  sir,  it  isn^t  that  sort  of  thing,  at  all," 
rctunied  the  fine  boy,  blushing  a  little,  in  spite 
of  his  contempt  for  any  such  womanly  weak- 
ness; **you  know  we  never  talk  of  that  non- 
sense in  OUT  squadron.     With  us  it 's  all  ser- 
}rt  of  thing.    Jack  Oldcastle 
els  are  all  civilians,  as  he  calls 
,  which  isn't  much  better,  as 
Now,  I  tell  him  that  there 
of  one  of  'em,  with  an  anchor- 
was  long  before  Queen  Anne^s 
iaabetb's,  perhaps, — and  then 
I  fetch  him   up  with  a  yam 


21 JB  THE   TWO  ADMIRALS. 

about  the  Hedworths ;  for  I  am  just  as  much 
Hedworth  as  Cleveland."^ 

^  And  what  does  the  impudent  dog  say  to 
that,  Oeoffrey  ?"• 

'^  Why,  sir,  he  says  the  name  should  be 
spelt  Headword,  and  that  they  were  all  &iw- 
yen^  But  I  gave  him  as  good  as  be  sent  for 
that  saucy  speech,  I^m  certain  !^ 

*^  And  what  did  you  give  him,  in  return  for 
such  a  compliment  ?  Did  you  tell  him  the  Old- 
castles  were  just  so  much  stone^  and  wood,  and 
old  iron ;  and  that,  too,  in  a  tumble-down 
condition  !'* 

"  No,  sir,  not  I,"  answered  the  boy,  laugh- 
ing ;  <^  I  didnH  think  of  any  answer  half  so 
clever ;  and  so  I  just  gave  him  a  dig  in  the 
nose,  and  that,  laid  on  with  right  good  will." 

*^And  how  did  he  receive  that  argument? 
Was  it  conclusive;  —  or  did  the  debate  con- 
tinue?'' 

**0h,  of  course,  sir,  we  foiight  it  out 
'T  was  on  board  the  Dover,  and  the  first-lieu- 
tenant saw  fair  play.  Jack  carried  too  may 
guns  for  me,  sir,  for  he's  more  than  a  year 
older  ;  but  I  hulled  him  so  often  that  he  owned 
it  was  harder  work  than   being  mast-headed. 
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After  that  the  Dover^s  chaps  took  my  part,  and 
they  said  the  Hedworths  had  no  Headwork 
at  all,  but  they  were  r^ular  sailors ;  admirals, 
and  captains,  and  youngsters,  you  know,  sir, 
like  all  the  rest  of  us.  I  told  ''em  my  grand- 
father Hedworth  was  an  admiral,  and  a  good 
one,  toa" 

^  In  that  you  made  a  small  mistake.  Your 
motber^s  father  was  only  a  general;  but  his 
father  was  a  full  admiral  of  the  red, — for  he 
lived  before  that  grade  was  abolished — and  as 
good  an  oflScer  as  ever  trod  a  plank.  He  was 
my  mother's  brother,  and  bolh  Sir  Oervaise 
and  myself  served  long  under  his  orders.  He 
was  a  sailor  of  whom  you  well  might  boast.^ 

*^  I  donH  think  any  of  the  Plantagenets  will 
chase  in  that  quarter  again,  sir ;  for  we  've  had 
an  overhauling  among  our  chaps,  and  we  find 
we  can  muster  four  admirals,  two  commodores, 
and  thirteen  captains  in  our  two  messes ;  that 
iS}  counting  all  sorts  of  relatives,  you  know, 
sir* 

"Well,  my  dear  boy,  I  hope  you  may  live 
to  reckon  all  that  and  more  too,  in  your  own 
persons,  at  some  future  day.  Yonder  is  Sir 
Reginald  Wychecombe,  coming  this  way,  to 
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Dutton  having  retired,  first  to  his  book, 
and  then  to  his  bed;  the  wind  blew  hetTfl; 
athwart  the  bleak  eminence,  or  was  hcsrd 
scuffling  in  the  caverns  of  the  cliffs,  whik 
the  portentous  clouds  that  drove  through  tbf 
air  now  veiled  entirely,  and  now  partisOj 
and  dimly  revealed  the  light  of  the  mooo, 
in  a  way  to  render  the  scene  both  exdtiDg 
and  wild.  No  wonder,  then,  that  Bluewster, 
his  visitor  drawing  near,  felt  a  stronger  dis- 
position than  had  ever  yet  come  over  hioiytD 
listen  to  the  tale  of  the  tempter,  as,  uodff 
all  the  circumstances,  it  would  scarcely  ex« 
ceed  the  bounds  of  justice  to  call  Sir  Regi- 
nald. 

**  In  seeking  you  at  such  a  spot,  and  in  the 
midst  of  this  wild  landscape^"  said  the  lat^t 
*'  I  might  have  been  assured  I  should  be  cer- 
tain of  finding  one  who  really  loved  the  tes 
and  your  noble  profession.  The  Hall  n  s 
melancholy  house,  just  at  this  moment;  awl 
when  I  inquired  for  you,  no  one  could  sij 
whither  you  had  strolled.  In  following  whst 
I  thought  a  seaman's  instinct,  it  appears  that 
I  did  well.  Do  my  eyes  fail  me^  or  are  there 
no  more  than  three  vessels  at  anchor  yonder? 
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"  Your  eyes  are  still  good,  Sir  Ranald, 
imiral  Oakes  sailed  several  hours  since,  and 
has  been  followed  hj  all  the  fleet,  with  the 
[»ption  of  the  two  line-of-hattle  ships,  and 
i  frigate  you  see,  leaving  me  to  be  the  last 
quit  the  anchorage." 

**  la  it  a  secret  of  state,  or  are  you  per- 
itted  to  say  whither  so  strong  a  force  has 
'  suddenly  sailed?"  demanded  the  baronet, 
ancing  his  dark  eye  so  expressively  towards 
>e  other  as  to  give  him^  in  the  growing  obscu> 
iiy,  the  appearance  of  an  inquisitor.  "  I  had 
een  told  the  fleet  would  wait  for  orders  from 
jondoD  ?" 

"  Such  was  the  first  intention  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief; but  intelligence  of  the  sailing 
of  the  Conite  de  Vervillin  has  induced  Sir  Qer- 
vaise  to  change  his  mind.  An  English  admiral 
seldom  errs  when  he  seeks  and  beats  an  active 
and  dangerous  enemy." 

"  Is  this  always  true,  Admiral  Bluewater  ?" 

returned  Sir  Reginald,  dropping  in  at  the  side 

of  the  other,  and  joining  in  his  walk,  as  he 

paced  to  and  tro  a  short  path  that  Dutton  called 

leek,  "  or  is  it  merely  an  un- 

y,  that  sometimes  causes  men 
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to  become  the  dupes  of  their  own  imaginatioctt. 
Are  those  always  our  enemies  who  may  mod 
to  be  so?  or  are  we  so  infallible  that  even 
feeling  or  prejudice  may  be  safely  set  do^n 
as  an  impulse  to  which  we  ought  to  submit, 
without  questioning  its  authority  ?" 

"  Do  you  esteem  it  a  prejudice  to  riew 
France  as  the  natural  enemy  of  England,  Sir 
Reginald?'' 

"By  Heaven   I   do,  sir!     I   can   coocdu 
1 1 !  .  that  England  may  be  much   more  her  ovn 

■  f  enemy  than  France  has  ever  proved   to  he. 

Then,  conceding  that  ages  of  warfare  btfe 
contributed  to  awaken  some  such  feeling  9& 
this  you  hint  at,  is  there  not  a  question  of 
right  and  wrong  that  lies  behind  all  ?  Reflect 
how  often  England  has  invaded  the  French 
soil,  and  what  serious  injuries  she  has  cook 
mitted  on  the  territory  of  the  latter,  while 
France  has  so  little  wronged  us  in  the  ume 
way ;  how  even  her  throne  has  been  occupied 
by  our  princes,  and  her  provinces  possesseci 
by  ouf  armies.^ 

"  I  think  you  hardly  allow  for  all  the  equity 
of  the  different  cases.  Parts  of  what  is  now 
France  were  the  just  inheritance  of  those  who 
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;lish  throne,  and  the  quar- 
than  the  usual  difficulties 
IVhen  our  claims  were  just 
■rely  could  not  have  wished 
id." 

It  when  claims  were  dis- 
aral  for  the  loser  to  view 
I  believe  we  should  have 
leighbourhood,  as  you  call 
1  not  the  modem  difficul- 
^ligious  changes,  occurred." 
know.  Sir  Reginald,  that 
are  Protestants  ? " 
Bluewater ;  and  I  rejoice 
Tence  of  opinion  on  this 
ot  necessarily  produce  one 
m  several  little  allusions 
?tween  us  to-day,  I  am 
e  that  we  think  alike  on 
.tiers,  however  wide  the 
spiritual  things." 
fallen  into  the  .same  con- 
lid  be  sorry  to  be  unde- 

then,  for  further  ambi- 
lonourable  men  may  safely 
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trust  each  other  with  their  common  aendiiieiito. 

4 

j  when  the  times  call  for  decision  and  fraDkncK  ? 

i  I  am  a  Jacobite,  Admiral  Bluewater;  if  I  risk 

life  or  fortune  by  making  the  avowal  I  plaor 

both,  without  reserve,  at  your  mercy.* 

**They  could  not  be  in  safer  hands,  sir: 
and  I  know  no  better  mode  of  giving  yew 
every  possible  assurance  that  the  confidenoe 
will  not  be  abused,  than  by  telling  yea  is 
return,  that  I  would  cheerfully  lay  down  my 
life  could  the  sacrifice  restore  the  deposed 
family  to  the  throne. '^ 

**  This  is  noble,  and  manly,  and  frank,  as  I 
had  hoped,  from  a  sailor  I*  exclaimed  Sir  R^ 
nald,  more  delighted  than  he  well  knew  hov 
to  express  at  the  moment  ''This  simple 
assurance  from  your  lips  carries  more  weight 
than  all  the  oaths  and  pledges  of  vulgar  con- 
spiracy. We  understand  each  other,  and  I 
should  be  truly  sorry  to  inspire  less  confidence 
than  I  feel.'' 

^  What  better  proof  can  I  give  you  of  the 
reliance  placed  on  your  faith  than  the  de- 
claration you  have  heard.  Sir  Reginald  ?  Mj 
head  would  answer  for  your  treachery  in  a 
week;  but  I  have  never  felt  it  more  secure- 
ly  on  my  shoulders  than  at  this  moment.* 
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rasped  the  other's  band,  ai 
received  a  pressure  that  w 
[.  Then  hoth  walked  c 
elieied,  for  quite  a  minute, 

appearance  of  the  prince 
n  us  all  a  little  by  surprise 
med,  after  the  pause ;  "thouj 
w  that  his  intentions  led  hi 
ps  he  has  done  well  to  coi 

foreign  force,  and  to  thr< 
ight  he  singly,  into  the  an 

trusting  everything  to  th( 
y,  and  courage.  Some  blar 
lot*  He  will  awaken  intere 
lerous  heart  in  the  nation," 

adapted  to  the  character 
whereas,  some  might  feel  d 
Lewarm  under  a  less  man 
Tections  aod  loyalty.  In  Sec 
Tram  all  directions  that  I 
s  doing  wonders,  while  t 
lOUse  are  full   of  activity 

compelled,  for  a  time,  to 
dent." 
om  the  bottom  of  my  heai 
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loyalty  and  true  patriotiam.  To  be  hoaea 
with  you,  sir,  I  tire  of  being  ruled  by  a  Oei 
man.'" 

**  I>o  you  know  of  any  intentiou  to  rally 
force  in  this  part  of  England,  Sir  Reginald 
If  so,  say  but  the  word :  point  out  the  spo 
where  the  standard  is  to  be  raised,  and 
will  rally  under  it,,  the  instant  circumstance 
will  permit  ■ " 

**  This  is  just  what   I  expected,  Admira 

Bluewater,"  answered  the  baronet,   more  gra 

tified  than  he  thought  it  prudent  to  express 

"  though  it  is  not  exactly  the  form  in  whic 

you  can  best  serve  us  at  this  precise  momenl 

Cut   off  from  the  north,  as  we   are  in  thi 

part  of  the  island,  by  all  the  resources  of  th 

actual  government,  it  would  be  the  bd^t  a 

imprudence  in  us   to   show  our   hands,  unti 

all  the  cards  are  ready  to  be  pUyed.     Activ 

and   confidential  agents    are   at  work   in  th 

army  ;  London  has  its  proper  share  of  busi 

ness  men,   while  others  are   in  the  countie! 

doing  their  best  to  put  things  in  a  shape  fo 

the  consummation  we  so  anxiously  look  foi 

\  have  beoi  with  several  of  our  friends  in  thi 

vicinity,   to  bring    matters    into  a  combine 
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State;  and  it  was  my  intention  to  viait  tUs 
1^  very  estate,  to  see  what  my  own  name  nugh: 

do  with  the  tenantry,  had  not  the  late  Sr 
Wycherly  summoned  me  as  he  did,  to  atteod 
his  death-bed.  Have  you  any  due  to  the  faeil- 
ings  of  this  new  and  young  head  of  my  iamiiy, 
the  sea-lieutenant,  and  present  baronet  ?  ^ 

*'  Not  a  very  plain  one,  sir,  though  I  doubt 
if  they  be  favourable  to  the  house  of  Stuart^ 

^*  I  feared  as  much ;  this  very  evening  I  hsfe 
i  (  had  an  anonymous  communication  that  I  think 

must  come  from  his  competitor,  pretty  pliinlj 
intimating  that,  by  asserting  his  rights,  as  tbey 
are  called,  the  whole  Wychecombe  teDantiy 
and  interest  could  be  united,  in  the  present 
struggle,  on  whichever  side  I  might  desire  to 
see  them.** 

*^  This  is  a  bold  and  decided  stroke,  truly ! 
May  I  inquire  as  to  your  answer.  Sir  Re- 
ginald ?  " 

**  I  shall  give  none.  Under  all  circumstaoces 
I  will  ever  refuse  to  place  a  bastard  in  the 
seat  of  a  legitimate  descendant  of  my  fiunily. 
We  contend  for  legal  and  natural  rights,  my 
dear  admiral,  and  the  means  employed  should 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  end.    Besides,  I  know 
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the  scoundrel  to  be  unworthy  of  trust,  and 
shall  not  have  the  weakness  to  put  myself  in 
his  power.  I  could  wish  the  other  boy  to  be 
of  another  mind ;  but,  by  getting  him  off  tc 
sea,  whither  he  tells  me  he  is  bound,  we  shall 
at  least  send  him  out  of  harm's  way." 

In    all  this  Sir  Reginald  was  perfectly  sin- 
cere;   for,  while  be  did   not   always   hesitate 
^Mut  the  employment  of  means,  in  matters  ol 
politics,   he  was   rigidly  honest  in  everything 
that  related  to  private  property ;  a  species  ol 
moral    contradiction   that  is   sometimes  found 
among    men   who  aim   at  the  management  ol 
human   affairs;    since   those  often  yield   to  a 
bnetting  weakness  who  are  nearly  irreproach- 
able in  other  matters.    Bluewater  was  glad  to 
ration ;   his  own   simplicity  oi 
[ng  him   to    fancy   it   was   an 
e  general  probity  of  his  com- 

▼ed  the  latter,  "  in  all  cases, 
in  the  laws  of  the  land,  in  an 
i  right.  This  young  man  ia 
rhaps,  of  forming  a  just  esti- 
itical  duties,  in  a  crisis  like 
ly  be   neU,  truly,  to  get  him 
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ings  had  already  taken  the  alarm,  and  at  once 
determining  to  be  more  wary 

**  What  am  I  to  understand  by  this.  Sir 
Reginald  Wychecombe?"  demanded  the  reai^ 
admiral.  **  In  what  manner  can  I  possibly  be 
connected  with  the  naval  resources  of  the 
liouse  of  Hanover,  when  it  is  my  intention  to 
throw  off  its  service.  King  Geoq;e^s  fleets  will 
hardly  aid  the  Stuarts ;  and  they  will*  at  least, 
obey  the  orders  of  their  own  officers.^ 

'<  Not  the  least  doubt  in  the  world  of  this, 
Admiral  Bluewater  !  What  a  glorious  priri- 
lege  it  was  for  Monk  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
put  his  liege  sovereign  in  his  rightful  seal,  and 
thus  to  save  the  empire,  by  a  coup  de  maiuf 
from  the  pains  and  grievances  of  a  civil  contest ! 
Of  all  the  glorious  names  in  English  history  I 
esteem  that  of  George  Monk  as  the  one  most 
to  be  envied.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  a 
prince — one  bom  to  be  set  apart  as  Ood'^s  substi- 
tute on  earth,  in  all  that  relates  to  human 
justice  and  human  power,  and  yet  it  is  greater 
in  my  eyes,  to  be  the  subject  to  restore  the  order 
of  these  almost  divine  successions,  when  once 
deranged  by  lawless  and  presuming  men.** 
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**  Xhis  is  true  enough,  sir ;  though  I  woi 
rather  have  joined  Charles  on  the  beach 
Dover,  armed  only  with  an  untainted  awoi 
than  followed  by  an  army  at  my  heels." 

"  What,  wheD  that  army  followed  cheerful. 
and  was  equally  eager  with  yourself  to  sei 
thdr  aoTereign  ?  " 

"  That,  indeed,  might  somewhat  qualify  I 
feeling.  But  soldiere  and  sailors  are  usua 
influenced  by  the  opinioDs  of  those  who  he 
been  placed  in  command  over  them  by  t 
higher  authorities.'' 

"  No  doubt  they  are ;  and  that  is  as 
should  be.  We  are  encouraged  to  belie 
that  some  ten  or  fifteen  captains  are  alrea 
well  disposed  towards  us,  and  will  cheerfu 
take  their  respective  ships  to  the  points  c 
wants  require  the  moment  they  feel  aMured 
being  properly  led  when  collected.  By  a  lit 
timely  concert,  we  can  command  the  North  S 
and  keep  open  important  communications  w 
the  continent.  It  is  known,  the  ministry  inte 
to  employ  as  many  German  troops  aa  they  ( 
assemble,  and  a  naval  force  will  be  all  impo 
ut  in  keeping  these  mustachioed  foreign 
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at  a  distance.  The  quarrel  is  purely  Engliiiii 
sir,  and  ought  to  be  decided  by  EDglishmeD 
only/* 

^  In  that,  indeed,  I  fully  concur.  Sir  Bcgi* 
nald,'^  answered  Bluewater,  breathing  more 
freely.  *^  I  would  cruise  a  whole  winter  in  the 
North  Sea  to  keep  the  Dutchmen  at  home,  and 
let  Englishmen  decide  who  was  to  be  Kngland's 
king.  To  me,  foreign  interference  in  such  a 
matter  is  the  next  evil  to  positive  disloyalty 
to  my  rightful  prince." 

"  These  are  exactly  my  sentiments,  dear  OTf 
and  I  hope  to  see  you  act  on  them.  By  the 
way,  how  happens  it  you  are  left  alone,  and 
in  what  manner  do  you  admirals  divide  your 
authority  when  serving  in  company  ?  ^  . 

^*  I  do  not  know  I  comprehend  your  ques- 
tion. Sir  Reginald.  I  am  left  here  to  sail  the 
last  with  the  CsBsar;  Sir  G^ervaise  leading  out 
in  the  Plantagenet  with  a  view  to  draw  a  line 
across  the  channel  that  shall  effectually  pre- 
vent De  VerviUin  from  getting  to  the  west- 
ward." 

**  To  the  westward!^  repeated  the  other, 
smiling  ironically,  though   the  darkness  pe- 
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vented  the  admiral  from  aeeing  the  expresn 
of  his  features.  "  Does  Admiral  Oakeai  th 
think  that  the  French  ships  are  steering  in  ti 
direction  ?" 

"  Such  is  our  information ;  have  you  a 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  enemy  intend  ( 
ferently  ?  " 

The    baronet   paused,  and   he  appeared 

rumuiate.     Enough  had  already  passed  to 

tisfy  htm  he  had  not  an  ordinary  mind  in  tl 

of  his    companiim   to  deal   with,  and   he  i 

answer.     To  brj 

he  was  fully 
t  aid  the  design] 
ed  the  plan  whi 
ly  to  be  success! 
ris  aversion  to 
>ps  in  the  quar 
tended  to  strike 
Dcied,  would  tfa 

Hon,  certainly," 
e  who  was  reluct 
lugh  good  faith 
be  exposed.  Ne^ 
on  the  probabilit 
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cruisers  until  ready  to  seize  or  destroy  any  tran 
ports  that  may  be  sent  ?  " 

"   Hardly,  Sir  Reginald)*'  said   Bluewate 

smiliBg.     **  A  FreDch  ship  can  no  more  be  mi 

taken   for  an   English  ship  than  a  Frenchnu 

can  pass  for  a  Briton.     We  sailors  are  not  i 

ewaiy  deceived  as  that  would  show.     It  is  tni 

however,  that  a  fleet  might  well  stand  in  oi 

direction,  until  far  enough  o£F  the  land,   < 

covered   by  night,  when  it  might  change  i 

course  suddenly,  in  an  opposite  direction ;  si 

it  itposiible  the  Comte  de  Vervillin  has  adoptt 

some  such  stratagem.     If  he  actually  knew 

the  intention  to  throw  German  troops  into  tl 

uland,  it  is  even  quite  probable.    In  that  cat 

for  one,  1  could  actually  wish  him  success  ! " 

"  Well,  my  dear  sir,  and  what  is  to  preve 

Uf"  asked  Sir  Reginald,  with  a  triumph  tb 

was  not  feigned.     "  Nothing,  you  will  say,  u 

less  he  fall  in  with  Sir  Oervaise  Oakes,     B 

you  have  not  answered  my  inquiry,  as  to  t 

manner  in  which  flag-officers  divide  thdr  coi 

mands  at  sea  ?  ** 

"  As  soldiers  divide  their  commands  ashoi 

The  superior  orders,  and  the  inferior  obeys." 

"  Ay,  this  is  true ;  but  it  does  not  meet  ii 
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question.  Here  are  eleven  large  ships,  and  two 
admirals ;  now  what  portion  of  these  ships  ait 
under  your  particular  orders,  and  what  parVatk 
under  those  of  Sir  Oervaise  Oakes  ?  ** 

"  The  vice-admiral  has  assigned  to  himself  i 
division  of  six  of  the  ships,  and  left  me  the  other 
five.  Each  of  us  has  his  frigates  and  smaller 
vessels.  But  an  order  that  the  commandef-iii* 
chief  may  choose  to  give  any  captain  must  be 
obeyed  by  him,  as  the  inferior  submits^  as  a  rulc^ 
to  the  last  order.^ 

*^  And  youy''  resumed  Sir  Reginald,  with 
quickness ;  ^*  how  are  you  situated  as  respects 
these  captains  ?  ^^ 

^^  Should  I  give  a  direct  order  to  any  captain 
in  the  fleet,  it  would  certainly  be  his  duty  to 
obey  it ;  though  circumstances  might  occur 
which  would  render  it  obligatory  qu  him  to  let 
me  know  that  he  had  different  instructions  from 
our  common  superior.  But  why  these  questiori, 
Sir  Reginald  ?  " 

*^  Your  patience,  my  dear  admiral;-^and  what 
ships  have  you  specifically  under  your  care ! ' 

^*  The  Caesar,  my  own ;  the  DuUin,  the  Eli- 
zabeth, the  York,  and  the  Dover.  Totbesp 
must  be  added,  the  Druid  frigate,  the  sloop  of 
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war,  and  the  Gnat     Mj  divisioa  DumberB  eig 
in  all - 

"  What  a  ma^ficent  force  to  possess  at 
moment  as  critical  as  this  1  But  where  are  i 
these  vessels  ?  I  see  but  four  and  a  cutter,  ai 
onlj  two  of  these  seem  to  be  large." 

*'  The  light  you  perceive  there,  along  t 
land  to  the  westward,  is  on  board  the  Eliz 
beth ;  and  that  broad  off  here,  in  the  chanm 
IS  on  board  the  York.  The  Dover's  lante 
has  disappeared  further  to  the  southward.  Al 
there  the  Dublin  casts,  and  is  off  after  t1 
others ! " 

"And  you  intend  to  follow,  Admiral  BIu 
water  ?  " 

"  Within  an  hour,  or  I  shall  lose  the  divisio 
As  it  is,  I  have  been  deliberating  on  the  pr 
priety  of  calling  back  the  sternmost  ships,  ai 
collecting  them  in  close  squadron  ;  for  this  i 
crease  and  hauling  of  the  wind  render  it  pr 
bable  they  will  lose  the  vice-admiral,  and  t)i 
daylight  will  find  the  line  scattered  and  in  co 
fiidon.  One  mind  must  control  the  movemen 
of  ships,  as  well  as  of  battalions,  Sir  Reginal 
if  they  are  to  act  in  concert." 
"With  what  view  would  you  collect  t 
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yessels  you  have  mentioned,  and  in  the  maooer 
you  have  named,  if  you  do  not  deem  mj  in- 
quiry indiscreet  ?  *^  demanded  the  baronet, 
with  quickness. 

^*  Simply  that  they  might  be  kept  together, 
and  brought  in  subjection  to  my  own  particnlsr 
signals.  This  is  the  duty  that  more  especially 
falls  to  my  share,  as  head  of  the  diyisioa.* 

'*  Have  you  the  means  to  effect  this,  here,  oo 
this  hill,  and  by  yourself,  sir  ?  ^ 

**  It  would  be  a  great  oversight  to  neglect  so 
important  a  provision.  My  signal-oiBcer  is 
lying  under  yonder  cover,  wrapped  in  his 
cloak,  and  two  quarter^masters  are  in  readiness 
to  make  the  very  signal  in  question ;  for  its 
necessity  has  been  foreseen,  and  really  would 
seem  to  be  approaching.  If  done  at  all  it 
must  be  done  quickly,  too.  The  light  of  the 
York  grows  dim  in  the  distance.  It  shall  be 
done,  sir ;  prudence  requires  it,  and  you  shall 
see  the  manner  in  which  we  hold  our  distant 
ships  in  command." 

Bluewater  could  not  have  announced  more 
agreeable  intelligence  to  his  companion.  Sir 
Reginald  was  afraid  to  propose  the  open  trea- 
son  he  meditated ;  but  he  fancied,  if  the  rea^ 


THE   TWO  ADMIRALS.  337 

admiral  could  fairly  withdraw  his  own  division 
from  the  fleet,  it  would  at  once  weakeo  the 
vice-admind  so  much  as  to  render  an  engage- 
meot  with  the  French  impossible,  and  might 
lead  to  such  a  separation  of  the  commands  at 
to  render  the  final  defection  of  the  division  in- 
&W>re  easier  of  accomplishment.  It  is  true, 
Bluewater  himself  was  actuated  by  motive) 
directly  contrary  to  these  wishes ;  but  as  the 
parties  travelled  the  same  road  to  a  certain 
point,  the  intriguing  baronet  had  his  expecta- 
tions of  being  able  to  persuade  his  new  friend 
to  continue  on  in  his  own  route. 

Promptitude  is  a  military  virtue,  and  amon{ 
seamen  it  is  a  maxim  to  do  everything  that  ii 
required  to  be  done  with  activity  and  vigour 
These  laws  were  not  neglected  on  the  presem 
occasion.  No  sooner  had  the  rear-admiral  de 
termined  on  his  course  tfaan  he  summoned  hii 
agents  to  put  it  in  execution.  Lord  Qeoffrej 
had  returned  to  the  heights,  and  was  withii 
call,  and  he  carried  the  orders  to  the  lieutenan 
and  the  quarter-masters.  The  lanterns  onlj 
required  lighting,  and  then  they  were  run  alof 
on  Dutton's  staff,  as  regularly  as  the  same  dut^ 
could  bare  been  performed  on  the  poop  of  tb 
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Cssar.  Three  rockets  were  thrown  op  imme- 
diately after,  and  the  gun  kept  on  the  cliffs  for 
that  purpose  was  fired,  to  draw  attention  to  the 
signal.  It  might  have  been  a  minute  ere  the 
heavy  ordnance  of  the  Ccesar  repeated  the  sum- 
mons, and  the  same  signal  was  shown  at  her 
mast-head.  The  Dublin  was  still  so  near  that 
no  time  was  lost,  but,  according  to  orders,  she 
too  repeated  the  signal ;  for  in  the  line  tint 
night  it  was  understood  that  an  order  of  this 
nature  was  to  be  sent  from  ship  to  ship. 

«  Now  for  the  Elizabeth  !  ^  cried  Bluewater. 
she  cannot  fail  to  have  heard  our  guns,  and  to 
aee  our  signals.^ 

•<  The  York  is  ahead  of  her,  sir  I  **  exclaimed 
the  boy;  ^see;  she  has  the  signal  up  already  ! ' 

All  this  passed  in  a  very  few  minutes,  the 
last  ships  having  sailed  in  the  expectation  of 
receiving  some  such  recall.  The  York  pre- 
ceded the  ship  next  to  her  in  the  line,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  gone  about,  and  being  actu- 
ally nearer  to  the  rear-admiral  than  her  secoocf 
astern.  It  was  but  a  minute  before  the  gun 
and  the  lanterns  of  the  Elizabeth,  however 
announced  her  knowledge  of  the  Order  alsa 

The  two  ships  last   named  were  no  longer 
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visible  from  the  cliffs*  though  their  posit 
were  known  by  their  lights ;  but  do  sign  i> 
ever  indicated  the  part  of  the  ocean  on  w 
the  Dover  was  struggling  along  through 
billows.  After  a  pause  of  several  mini 
Bluew&ter  spoke. 

**  I  fear  we  shall  collect  no  more,"  he  s 
"  one  of  my  ships  must  take  her  chance  to 
the  commander-in-chief,  alone.  Ha  !  that  m 
somethiog ! " 

At  this  instant  a  faint,  distant  flash  was 
EoT  &  single  moment  in  the  gloom,  and  thei 
heads  were  bmt  forward  to  listen,  in  breati 
attention.  A  little  time  had  elapsed,  when 
dull,  smothered  report  of  a  gun  proclaimed 
even  the  Dover  had  caught  the  rapidly  ti 
nitted  order. 

**  What  means  that,  sir?"  eagerly  dem 
ed  Sir  Reginald,  who  had  attended  to  e^ 
thing  with  intense  expectation. 

"  It  means,  sir,  that  all  of  the  division 
■dU  under  my  command.  No  other 
would  note  the  order.  Their  directions,  u 
■pedScally  pointed  out  by  (heir  numbers,  i 
Gome  from  the  vice-admiral.  Is  my  b 
■shore.  Lord  Geoffrey  Cleveland  P  " 
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"  It  is,  sir,  as  well  as  the  cutter  far  Mr. 
Cornet  and  the  quarter-masters.* 

*^  It  is  welL  Oentlemen,  we  will  go  cm 
board ;  the  Caesar  must  weigh  and  job  the 
other  vessels  in  the  offing.  I  will  follow  jou 
to  the  landing,  but  you  will  shove  off  at  onee^ 
and  desire  Captain  Stowel  to  weigh  and  cast 
to-port.  We  will  fill  on  the  starboard  tack, 
and  haul  directly  off  the  land." 
,    -  The  whole  party  immediately  left  the 


i{)  tion,   hurrying  down   to    the    boats,    letvii^ 

Bluewater  and  Sir  Reginald  to  follow  more 
leisurely.  It  was  a  critical  moment  f(Mr  the 
baronet,  who  had  so  nearly  effected  bis  pur- 
pose, that  his  disappointment  would  have  been 
double  did  he  fail  of  his  object  altogether.  He 
determined,  therefore,  not  to  quit  the  admirtl 
while  there  was  the  slightest  hope  of  success. 
The  two  consequently  descended   together  to 

,  the  shore,  walking,  for  the  first  minute  or  two» 

I  in  profound  silence. 

*^  A  great  game  is  in  your  hands,  Adminl 
Bluewater,"  resumed  the  baronet ;  **  righdy 
played,  it  may  secure  the  triumph  of  the  good 
cause.  I  think  I  may  say  I  know  De  Vervil- 
lin's  object ;  and  that  his  success  will  reseat  the 
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a  most  tempting  form ;  for  be  fdt  tbat  he  bad 
only  to  hold  his  division  in  reserve  to  render  c 
engagement  morally  improbable.    Abandon  fai» 
friend  to  a  superior  force  be  could  and  wonU 
not ;  but,  it  is  our  painful  duty  to  avov  that 
his  mind  had  glimpses  of  the  possibility  of  do-  1 
ing  the  adventurer  in  Scotland  a  great  good 
ivithout  doing  the  vice-admiral  and  the  Tin  o( 
the  fleet  any  very  essential  harm.     Let  us  be 
understood,  however.      The  rear-admiral  did 
not  even  contemplate  treason,  or  serious  defies 
tion  of  any  sort ;  but,  through  one  of  those 
avenues  of  frailty  by  which  men  are  envirooed, 
he  had  a  glance  at  results  that  the  master^ 
spirit  of  evil  momentarily  placed   before  bis 
mental  vision  as  both  great  and  glorious. 

^*  I  wish  we  were  really  certain  of  De  Ver- 
villin's  object,^^  he  said ;  the  only  concessioo 
he  made  to  this  novel  feeling,  in  words.  ^^  It 
might,  indeed,  throw  a  great  light  on  the  course 
we  ought  to  take  ourselves.  I  do  detest  tUi 
German  alliance,  and  would  abandon  the  ser- 
vice  ere  I  would  convoy  or  transport  a  rsgt- 
mufiin  of  them  all  to  England.** 

Here  Sir  Reginald  proved  how  truly  expert 
he  was  in  the  arts  of  management*    A  train  ci 
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ig  bad  been  lighted  in  the 
wnion^  which  he  felt  might 
ed,  while  he  was  apprehen- 
ETBuaHon  would  awaken  op- 
r  old  BentimeDts.  He  wisely 
ore,  to  leave  things  as  they 
he  strong  and  declared  bias 
kvoui  of  the  revolution,  to 
cotuequenceB,  with  a  viable 
advantage  so  prominently 
yes. 

ng  of  ships,"  he  answered, 
[  do  know  that  the  Compte 
view.  It  would  ill  become 
of  your  experience  how  to 
is,  which  is  subject  to  your 
end  of  the  good  cauBC)  who 
,  and  who  was  lately  in  the 
IB  me  that  the  prince  mani- 
tisfaction  when  he  learned 
t  be  in  your  power  to  serve 

think  my  name  has  reached 
id  that   the  prince  has  any 
eal  feelings  P  " 
your  extreme  modesty  could 
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cause  you  to  doubt  the  first,  sir;  as  to  the  last 
ask  yourself  how  came  I  to  approach  you  to- 
night, with  my  heart  in  my  hand,  as  it  raiglit 
be,  making  you  master  of  my  life  as  wdl  as  of 
my  secret.  Love  and  hatred  are  emotions  tkat 
soon  betray  themselves." 

It  is  matter  of  historical  truth  that  men  of 
the  highest  principles  and  strongest  minds  have 
yielded  to  the  flattery  of  rank.     Bluewatfft 
political  feelings  had  rendered  him  indifferent 
to  the  blandishments  of  the  court  at  Loodoo, 
while  his  imagination,   that  chivalrous  defe- 
rence  to  antiquity  and  poetical  right,  whidi 
lay  at  the  root  of  his  Jacobitism,  and  his 
brooding  sympathies,    disposed  him  but  too 
well  to  become  the  dupe  of  language  hke  thifc 
Had  he  been  more  a  man  of  facts,  one  less  under 
the  influence  of  his  own  imagination ;  had  it 
been  his  good  fortune  to  live  even  in  contact 
with  those  he  now  so  devoutly  worshipped,  in 
a  political  sense  at  least,  their  influenoe  orer 
a  mind  as  just  and  clear-sighted  as  his  own 
would  soon  have  ceased ;   but,  passing  his  tine 
at  sea,  they  had  the  most  powerful  auxiliaiy 
possible,  in  the  high  faculty  he  possessed  of 
fancying  things  as  he  wished  them  to  be.   No 
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wonder,  then,  that  be  heard  this  false  ossertic 
of  Sir  Re^nald  with  a  glow  of  pleasure,  wil 
even  a  thrill  at  the  heart  to  which  he  bad  Ion 
been  a  stranger.  For  a  time  his  better  fee 
inga  were  smothered  in  this  new  and  treacberoi 
sensation. 

The  gentlemen  by  this  time  were  at  tl 
landing,  and  it  became  necessary  to  seporal 
The  barge  of  the  rear-admiral  was  with  dif 
culty  kept  from  leaping  on  the  rock,  by  mea 
of  oars  and  boat-hooks,  and  each  instant  re 
dered  the  embarkation  more  and  more  difficu 
The  moments  were  predous  on  more  accoui 
than  one^  and  the  leav^taking  was  short.  £ 
Reginald  said  but  little,  though  he  iutend 
the  pressure  of  the  hand  be  gave  his  compani 
to  express  everything. 

"  God  be  with  you,"  he  added ;  "  and 
you  prove  true,  may  you  prove  successfi. 
Remember,  '  a  lawful  prince,  and  the  claims 
God  be  with  you  ! " 
r  Reginald ;  when  we  next  me 
1  probably  be  more  apparent 
who  comes  hither,  rusbiug  li 
srds  the  boat  P  " 
le  leaping  through  the  darknei 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

O'er  tbe  glad  waters  of  the  dark-bine  lea, 
Ont  thoDghu  as  boundleu,  aod  our  louls  u  fi«e, 
Fkt  as  the  breeie  nut  bear,  the  billowi  foam, 
Sorrey  our  empire  and  behold  our  home ! 

Tht  Cta-lair. 

Onb  is  never  fully  aware  of  the  extent  of  th 
moTement  that  agitates  the  bosom  of  the  ocea 
until  fairly  subject  to  its  action  himself,  wht 
indeed  ve  all  feel  its  power;  and  reason  closel 
on  its  dangers.  The  first  pitch  of  his  boi 
told  Bluewat^  that  the  night  threatened  t 
be  serious.  As  the  lusty  oarsmen  bent  to  thei 
ttnke,  the  barge  rose  on  a  swell,  dividing  th 
foam  that  glanced  past  it  like  a  marine  Auroi 
Borealis,  atid  then  plunged  into  the  trough  as 
deicending  to  the  bottom.  It  required  seven 
uDited  and  vigorous  efforts  to  force  the  lilt! 
cnft  from  its  dangerous  vicinity  to  the  rocki 
■nd  to  get  it  in  perfect  command.     This  om 
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done,  however,  the  well-practised  crew  luged 
the  barge  slowly  but  steadily  a-head. 

'^  A  "dirty  night !  a  dirty  night  !^  muttered 
Bluewater,  unconsciously  to  himself;  **we 
should  have  had  a  wild  berth  had  we  rode 
out  this  blow  at  anchor.  Oakes  will  htre 
a  heavy  time  of  it  out  yonder  in  the  very 
chops  of  the  channel,  with  a  westerly  swell 
heaving  in  against  this  ebb.^ 

"  Yes,  sir,''  answered  Wycherly ;  "  the  nee- 
admiral  will  be  looking  out  for  us  all,  anxioui- 
]y  enough,  in  the  morning* 

Not  *  another  syllable  did  Bluewater  utter 
until  his  boat  had  touched  the  side  of  the 
Caesar.  He  reflected  deeply  on  his  situatioo, 
and  those  who  know  his  feelings  will  euilj 
understand  that  his  reflections  were  not  altch 
gether  free  from  pain.  Such  as  they  were, 
he  kept  them  to  himself,  however;  and  in  i 
man-of-war^s  boat,  when  a  flag-officer  chooses 
to  be  silent,  it  is  a  matter  of  course  for  his 
inferiors  to  imitate  his  example. 

The  barge  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  landing  when  the  heavy  flap  of 
the  Caesar's  main-top-sail  was  heard,  as,  close* 
reefed,   it    struggled   for  freedom,   while  her 
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crew  drew  its  sheets  down  to  the  blocks  oi 
the  lower  yard-arms.  A  minute  later  the  Onal 
under  the  head  of  her  fore-and-aft-mainsail 
was  seen  standing  slowly  off  from  the  land 
looking  in  the  darkness  like  stHne  half-equip 
ped  shadow  of  herself.  The  sloop  of  wai 
too,  was  seen  beading  low  to  the  force  of  th< 
wind,  with  her  mere  apology  of  a  topsai 
thrown  aback,  in  waiting  for  the  Sag-ship  ti 
cast. 

The  surfiwe  of  the  waters  was  a  sheet  o 
glanciag  foamt  while  the  air  was  filled  witi 
the  blended  sounds  of  the  wash  of  the  elemen 
and  the  roar  of  the  winds.  Still  there  wa 
nothing  chilling  or  repuluve  in  the  tempera 
ture  of  the  air,  which  was  charged  with  thi 
(reshoess  of  the  sea,  and  was  bracing  ant 
animating,  bringing  with  it  the  flavour  tha 
a  seaman  loves.  After  fully  fifteen  minutei 
severe  tugging  at  the  oars,  the  barge  drev 
near  enough  to  permit  the  black  mass  of  thi 
Ckut  to  be  seen.  For  some  time  Lore 
Geoffrey,  who  had  seated  himself  at  the  tiller 
—yoke-lines  were  not  used  a  century  since,— 
steered  by  the  top-light  of  the  rear-admiral : 
but  now  the  maze  of  hamper  was  seen  wavinf 
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are  cratted  and  fished,  sir,  and  the  forecast! 
men  are  passiDg  the  ahaDk-painter  at  th 
moment." 

**  Fill,  siri  and  itretch  off  on  an  easy  bowling 
wa«  the  answer  ;  "  when  a  league  in  the  offinj 
let  me  know  it.  Mr.  Comet,  I  have  need  i 
you  in  my  cabin." 

As  this  was  said,  Bluewater  went  beloi 
(oUowed  by  his  signal-officer.  At  the  san 
instant  the  first-lieutenant  called  out  to  ma 
the  main-braces,  and  to  fill  the  topsail.  J. 
soon  as  this  commuid  was  obeyed  the  Csest 
started  ahead.  Her  mpTement  was  slow,  bi 
It  had  a  majesty  in  it,  that  set  at  naught  tl 
turbulence  of  the  elements. 

Bluewater  had  paced  (o  and  fro  in  his  cabi 
no  less  than  six  times,  with  his  head  droopin 
in  a  thoughtful  attitude,  ere  his  attention  wi 
called  to  any  external  object. 

"Do  you  wish  my  presence,  Admiral  Blu< 
water  ?  "  the  ngnal-officer  at  length  inquired. 
"  I  ask  your  pardon,  Mr.  Comet ;  I  wt 
really  unconscious  that  you  were  in  the  cabii 
Let  me  see, — ay, — our  last  signal  was,  '  div 
sion  come  within  hail  of  rear-admiral.'  The 
must  get  close  to  us  to  be  able  to  do  tha. 
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Mr.  CoTTiet  now  left  the  cabin,  and  Blu 

vater    took   a  seat '  in   an  arm-chair,  in  de< 

meditation.     Fur  quite  half  an  hour  the  form 

was  busy  on  the  poop,  with  his  two  quartc 

masters,  going  through  the  stow  and  far  fro 

easy    duty   of  making  night- signals,   as   th< 

were  then  practised  at  sea.     It  was  some  (ii 

before  the  most  distant  vessel,  the  Dover,  ga 

any  evidence  of  comprehending  the  first  ordc 

and  then  the  same  tardy  operation  had  to  ' 

gone  through  with  for  the  second-     At  leng 

the  sentinel  threw  open  the  cabin-door,   ai 

Comet  reappeared.     During  the  whole  of  i 

absence  on  deck  Bluewater  had   not  stirrei 

scarce  seemed  to  breathe.     His  thoughts  we 

away  from  his  ships,  and  for  the  first  time  in  tl 

tea  years  he  had  worn  a  flag  he  had  forgotti 

the  order  he  had  given. 

"Tbe  ngnals  are  made  and  answered,  sii 

■aid  Comet,  as  soon  as  he  had  advanced  lo  t! 

edge  of  the  table,  on  which  the  rear-admira 

dbow  was  leaning.     "  The  Dublin  is  alreai 

and   the  Elizabeth   is   bearit 

our  weather-quarter ;   she  w 

ito  her  station  in  ten  minutes.' 

rs  of  the  York  and  Dover,  C< 
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three  fathoms  to  our  one,  TUDning  off  wit) 
square  yards  before  luch  a  breeze,  I  think  w< 
should  be  coDstantljr  altering  his  bearings  ti 
the  south  trard." 

**  "No  doubt  of  it  in  the  world,  dr;  and  thai 
is  just  what  we  are  doing.  I  think  I  can  sei 
&  diflerence  of  half  a  point  already ;  but  when 
we  get  his  light  fairly  in  view  from  the  poo{ 
we  shall  be  able  to  tell  with  perfect  accuracy." 
**  All  very  well,  Comet.  Do  me  the  favoui 
to  desire  Captun  Stowel  to  step  into  the  cabin 
and  keep  a  bright  look-out  for  the  ships  of  th< 
divisioD.  Stay,  for  a  single  instant ;  what  par 
ticularly  sharp-eyed  youngster  happens  to  be 
long  to  the  watch  on  deck  P" 

"  I  know  none  keener  in  that  way  thai 
Ixird  Geoffrey  Cleveland,  sir;  he  can  see  all 
the  roguery  that  is  going  on  in  the  whole 
fleet,  at  any  rate,  and  ought  to  see  othei 
things." 

"  He  will  do  perfectly  well ;  send  the  younj 
gmtleman  to  me,  sir;  but  first  inform  th< 
officer  of  the  watch  that  1  have  need  of  him." 

Bluewater  was  unusually  fastidious  in  exer- 
citing  his  authority  over  those  who  had  tem- 
porary superiors  on  the  assigned  duty  of  the 
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ship ;  and  he  never  sent  an  ordar  to  aoy  cf 
the  watcb»  without  causing  it  to  ptss  tbroogk 
the  officer  of  that  watch.  He  waited  but  a 
minute  before  the  boy  appeared. 

"Have  you  a  good  gripe  to-nigfat*  boy?" 

asked  the  rear-admiral,   smiling;  **or  will  n 

be  both  hands  for  yourself  and  none  fior  the 

^king?     I  want  you  on   the  fore-top-gaUaot- 

yard  for  eight  or  ten  minutes.** 

**  Welly  sir,  it's  a  plain  road  there,  and  oae 
I  've  often  travelled,*'  returned  the  lad  chea^ 
fully. 

"  That  I  well  know ;  you  are  certainl;  do 
skulk  when  duty  is  to  be  done.  Gk>  aloft  thco» 
and  ascertain  if  the  lights  of  any  of  Sir  Gfs- 
vaise's  squadron  are  to  be  seen.  You  wiU 
remember  that  the  Dover  bears  somewhere 
about  south-west  from  us,  and  that  she  is  still  t 
long  way  to  seaward.  I  should  think  all  of 
Sir  Oervaise's  ships  must  be  quite  as  fiu*  to 
windward  as  that  point  would  bring  them,  but 
much  further  off.  By  looking  sharp  a  poiot 
or  half  a  point  to  windward  of  the  Dover,  jou 
may  possibly  see  the  light  of  the  Warspite^ 
and  then  we  shall  get  a  correct  idea  of  the 
bearings  of  all  the  rest  of  the  division — " 
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**  Ay,  ay,  air,"  interrupted  the  boy ;  "  I 
think  I  uaderstand  exactly  what  you  wish  to 
know.  Admiral  Bluewaler." 

*^  That  is  a  natural  gift  at  sixteen,  my  lord,*' 

returned  the  admiral,  amiliDg;    "but  it  may 

be  impro-red  a  little,  perhaps,  by  the  experi- 

«aoe  of  fifty.     Now,  it  is  possible  Sir  Oervaise 

may   have  gone  about,   as  soon*  as  the  flood 

made  ;  in  which  case  he  ought  to  bear  nearly 

vest  of   us,  and  you  will   also  look  in  that 

direction.     On   the  other  hand,   Sir  Gervaise 

may   have  stretched  so  far  over  towards   the 

French   coast  before   night  shut  in  as  to  feel 

lalis&ed  Monsieur  de  Vervillin  is  still  to  the 

eastward  of  him ;  in  which  case  he  would  keep 

lay,  at  this  moment,  be  nearly 

I  that,  under  all  the  circum- 

Bweep  the  horizon  from  the 

the  lee-bow,  ranging  forward. 

,  now,  my  lord  P" 

link  you  are,"  answered  the 

his  own  impetuosity.     "  You 

discretion,  Amiral  Bluewater, 

understood  all  you  desired, 

laatily." 

lu  did,  Geoffrey,  but  you  per- 
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ceive  you  did  not.  Nature  has  made  yoo 
quick  of  apprehension,  but  not  quick  enootgli 
to  foresee  all  an  old  man's  gossip.  Come 
nearer,  now,  and  let  us  shake  hands.  So  go 
aloft,  and  hold  on  well,  for  it  is  a  windy  n^ifat, 
and  I  do  not  desire  to  lose  you  overboard." 

The  boy  did  as  told,  squeezed  Bluewster'# 
hand,  and  dashed  out  of  the  cabin  to  ooooesi 
his  tears.    As  for  the  rear-admiral,  he  imne- 
diately  relapsed  into  his  fit  of  foi^tfolneas 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  StoweL 

A  summons  to  a  captain  does  not  as  imme- 
diately produce  a  visit,  on  board  a  vesid  of 
war,  as  a  summons  to  a  midshipman.  Captsio 
Stowel  was  busy  in  looking  at  the  manner  in 
which  his  boats  were  stowed,  when  Comet  told 
him  of  the  rear-admiral*s  request;  and  dm 
he  had  to  give  some  orders  to  the  first  lieo- 
tenant  concerning  the  fresh  meat  that  had  bees 
got  ofi^,  and  one  or  two  other  similar  littlr 
things,  before  he  was  at  leisure  to  comply. 

**  See  m^  do  you  say,  Mr.  Comet ;  in  Us 
own  cabin,  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient.'"  be 
at  length  remarked,  when  all  these  several 
oflices  had  been  duly  performed. 

The  signal-officer  repeated  the  request,  word 
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for    word    as  he  had   heard  it,   and   then  ! 

turned  to   take  another  look  at  the  light  of  t 

Dover.      As  for  Stowd,  he  cared  no  more  f 

the  DoTer,  windy  and  dark  as  the  night  pr 

mued   to  be,  than  the  burgher  is  apt  to  ca 

for  tiis  neighbour's  house  when  the  whole  stre 

is  threatened  with  destruction.     .To  him  tl 

Caesar  was  the  great  centre  of  attraction,  at 

Comet  paid  him  off  in  kind ;   for,  of  all  t! 

^essela   in   the  fleet,  the  Ctesar  was  precise 

the  one  to  which  he  gave  the  least  attentioi 

and   this  for  the  simple  reason  that  she  w. 

the  only  ship  to  which  he  never  gave,  or  fro 

which  be  never  received  a  signal. 

**  Wdl,  Hr.  Bury,"  said  Stowel  to  the  fii 
lieutenant,  "  one  of  us  will  have  to  be  < 
deck  most  of  the  night,  and  I  ^  take  a  sla] 
below,  for  half  an  hour  first,  and  see  what  tl 
admiral  wishes." 

Thus  saying,  the  captain  left  the  deck,  : 
order  to  ascertain  his  superioi's  pleasure.  Ca] 
tain  Stowel  was  several  years  the  senior  i 
Bluewater,  having  actually  been  a  lieutenai 
Id  one  of  the  frigates  in  which  the  rear-admir 
))ad  served  as  a  midshipman ;  a  circumstam 
to  which  he  occasionally  alluded  in  their  pr 
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"  Xbere  waSD't  much  of  me,  certatnlyt  forty 
^ears  agOt  Stowel;  but  I  well  remember  the 
knack  you  had  of  making  every  robin,  sheet, 
bowline,  and  thread  do  its  duly  then,  as  you  do 
to-day.  By  the  way,  can  you  tell  me  anything 
of  the  Dorer,  this  evening?" 

"  Not  I,  sir;  the  came  out  with  the  rest  of 
UK,  I  suppose  and  must  be  somewhere  in  the 
fleet ;  though  I  dare  say  the  log  will  have  it  all, 
if  she  has  been  anywhere  near  us  lately.     I  am 
sorry  we  did  not  go  into  one  of  the  watering- 
ports,  instead  of  this  open  roadstead,  for  we 
must  be  at  least  twenty-seven  hundred  gallons 
short  of  what  we  ought  to  have,  by  my  calcu- 
lation ;   and  then  we  want  a  new  set   of  light 
■pars,  pretty  much  all  round;  and  the  lower 
ho\d  hasn't  as  many  barrels  of  provision  in  it, 
by  thirty  odd,  as  I  could  wish  to  see  there.*" 

"  I  leave  these  things  to  you,  entirely, 
Stowel ;  you  will  report  in  time  to  keep  the 
ship  efficient." 

"  No  fear  of  the  Ceesar,  sir ;  for,  between 
Hr.  Bury,  the  master,  and  myself,  we  know 
pretty  much  all  about  her ;  though  I  dare  say 
^wre  are  men  in  the  fleet  who  can  tell  you 
more  about  the  Dublin,  or  the  Dover,  or  the 
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"  Yes,  air,  there  is  some  such  conversBtion 
n  the  ship,  I  know ;  but  the  quaotity  of  g«l. 
ley-newB  is  ao  great  in  this  squadron  that  I 
never  attend  much  to  what  is  said.  One  of  the 
officers  brought  off  a  rumour,  I  believ^  that 
there  was  a  sort  of  a  row  in  Scotland.  By  the 
way,  sir,  there  is  a  supernumerary  lieutenant 
on  board,  and  as  be  has  joined  entirely  without 
orders,  1  ''m  at  a  loss  how  to  berth  or  to  provi- 
«ioa  him.  We  can  treat  tfae  gentleman  hoapi- 
t^ly  to-night ;  but  in  the  morning  I  shall  be 
(^liged  to  get  him  regularly  on  paper." 

"  You  mean  Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe ; 
he  shall  come  into  my  mess,  rather  than  give 
yni  any  trouble." 

**  I  shall  not  presume  to  meddle  with  any 
gentleman  you  may  please  to  innte  into  your 
cabin,  sir,"  answered  Stowel,  with  a  stiff  how, 
in  the  way  of  apology.  "  That  *s  what  I  always 
t«\l  Mrs.  Stowel,  sir; — that  my  cabiH  is  my 
nnt,  and  even  a  wife  has  no  right  to  shake  a 
broom  in  it" 

"  Which  is  a  great  advantage  to  us  seamen ; 
for  it  gives  us  a  citadel  to  retreat  to,  when  th< 
outworks  are  prested.  You  appear  to  take  bul 
little  interest  in  this  civil  war,  Stowel  P" 
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*'  There  are  people  who  set  their  hearts 
the  result,  notwithstsDding,"  carelessly  obse 
ed  the  rear-admiral ;  "  and  soine  who  see  th 
fortunes  marred  or  promoted  by  the  success 
downfall  of  the  parties.  They  think  De  Vi 
villiD  is  out  on  some  errand  conuected  w: 
this  rising  in  the  north." 

"  Well,  I  don't  see  what  he  has  got  to 
with  the  matter  at  alt;  for,  I  doD\  suppi 
that  King  Louis  is  such  a  fool  as  to  exp 
to  be  king  of  England  ss  wdl  as  king 
France ! " 

**  The  dignity  would  be  too  much  for  < 
pair  of  shoulders  to  bear.  As  well  might  < 
admiral  wish  to  command  all  the  divisioni 
his  own  fleet,  though  they  were  fifty  leag' 
asunder." 

"  Or  one  captun  two  ships ;  or  what 
more  to  the  purpose,  sir,  one  ship  to  keep  ( 
captains.  "  We'll  drink  to  discipline,  if  you 
no  objection,  sir.  "Tis  the  soul  of  order  i 
quiet,  ashore  or  afloat.  For  my  part,  I  w 
no  eo-equal — I  believe  that's  the  cant  w 
they  use  on  such  occasions^ but  I  want 
co-equal,  in  the  Caesar,  and  I  am  unwill 
to  have  one  in  the  bouse  at  Greenwich ;  thoi 
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Mrs.  Stowel  thinks  differently.  Here's  my 
ship;  she's  in  her  place  in  the  line;  it^s  mj 
business  to  see  she  is  fit  for  any  service  that 
a  first-class  two-decker  can  undertake,  and 
that  duty  I  endeavour  to  perform ;  and  I  stake 
no  doubt  it  is  all  the  better  performed  because 
there  *8  no  wife  or  co>equal  aboard  here.  Where 
the  ship  is  to  go,  and  what  she  is  to  do^  are 
other  matters,  which  I  take  from  general  or* 
dersy  special  orders,  or  signals.  Let  them  act 
up  to  this  principle  in  London,  and  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  disturbances,  north  or  south.' 
"  Certainly,  Stowel,  your  doctrine  would 
make  a  quiet  nation,  as  well  as  a  quiet  shipw  I 
hope  you  do  me  the  justice  to  think  there  is  j 
no  co-equal  in  my  commands  ?  ** 

"  That  there  is  not,  sir  —  and  I  have  the 
honour  to  drink  your  bealdi — ^that  there  is  not 
When  we  were  in  the  Calypso  together  I  had 
the  advantage;  and  I  must  say  that  I  never 
had  a  youngster  under  me  who  ever  did  his 
duty  more  cheerfully.  Since  that  day  weVe 
shifted  places;  end  for  end,  as  one  might  say; 
and  I  endeavour  to  pay  you,  in  your  own  coin. 
There  is  no  man  whose  orders  I  obey  more 
willingly  or  more  to  my  own  advantage;  al- 
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ways  excepting  those  of  Admiral  Oakes,  who, 
b^ng  connnandCT-iiiichief,  oTeiiayB  us  all  with 
hia  anchor.  We  must  dowse  our  peaks  to  his 
rignala,  though  we  can  maintoiD,  without  mu- 
tiDyinf^  that  the  Caesar  is  as  good  a  boat,  on 
or  off  «  wind,  as  the  Plantagenet,  the  best  day 
saw." 

matiDer  of  doubt  of  that.  You 
>tionB  of  a  true  saUor,  I  findj 
rden  before  all  other  things, 
know  how  our  captains,  gene- 
ected  to  this  claim  which  the 
•t  up  to  the  throne?" 
'ou,  on  my  soul,  sir;  though 
hem  give  tbemselves  any  great 
natter.  When  the  wind  is  fair 
lai^^  and  when  it  is  foul  we 
t  bowline,  let  who  will  reign. 
er  under  Queen  Anne,  and  she 
[  believe;  and  I  hare  served 
in  family  ever  since;  and  to  be 
Admiral  Bluewater,  I  see  but 
in  the  duty,  the  pay,  or  the 
ixim  is  to  obey  orders,  and  then 
le  will  fall  on  them  that  give 
g  goes  wrong." 
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things  u  tbey  come.    What  do  you  think  i 
tbe  night  P  " 

*'  Dirty  enough  before  moraiiig,  I  sbou 
think,  air,  though  it  is  a  little  out  of  rule  th 
it  does  not  rain  with  this  wind,  already.  Tl 
next  time  we  come-to,  Admiral  Bluewaier, 
intend  to  anchor  with  a  shorter  scope  of  cab 
than  we  have  been  doing  lately ;  for,  I  b^ 
to  think  there  is  no  use  in  wetting  so  mai 
yams  in  tbe  summer  months.  They  tell  i 
the  York  brings  up  always  on  forty  fathoms.' 
"  That  ^s  a  short  range,  I  should  think,  t 
a  he«*y  ship.     But  here  is  a  visitor." 

Tbe  sentinel  opened  the  cabin-door,  ai 
Lord  Geoffrey,  with  his  cap  fastened  to  ) 
bead  hy  a  pocket>bandkercbief,  and  bis  ta 
red  with  exposure  to  the  wind,  entered  t 
cabin. 

"  Well,''  said  Bluewater,  quietly,  **  what 
the  report  from  aloft  P  " 

"  Tbe  Dover  is  running  down  athwart  o 
forefoot,  and  nearing  us  fast,  sir,"  returned  t 
midshipman.  "  Tbe  York  is  close  on  o 
weather-beam,  edging  in  to  her  station;  bui 
can  make  out  nothing  ahead  of  us,  though 
was  on  the  yard  twenty  minutes." 
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**  I  kept  mj  hands  and  eyes  at  work,  tm 
Captain  Stowel;  bat  it  was  to  hold  on  wel 
and  to  IcM^  out  wdl." 

"  That  will  uever  do  —  that  will  never  do,  i 
you  Irish  to  make  younelf  a  sailor.  Begj 
with  jour  own  slup  first ;  learn  all  about  hei 
aad  then,  when  you  get  to  be  an  admiral,  a 
your  &tfaei's  son,  my  lord,  will  be  certain  t 
become,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  be  inquirioj 
about  the  rest  of  the  fleet." 

**  You  foi^et.  Captain  Stowel — " 
"That  will  do,  Lord  Geoffrey,"  Bluewate 
•oothin^y  interposed,  for  he  knew  that  thi 
captain  preached  no  more  than  he  literally 
ptactised;  "  if  /  am  satisfied  with  your  report 
no  one  else  haa  a  right  to  complun.  Desire  Sii 
WycbM'ly  Wychecombe  to  meet  me  on  deck 
where  we  will  now  go,  Stowel,  and  take  a  lool 
at  the  weather  for  ourselves." 

"  With  all  my  heart,  Admiral  Bluewater 
though  111  just  drink  the  Fint  Lord's  health 
before  we  quit  this  exceU«it  liquor.  Thai 
youngster  has  stuff  in  him,  ip  spite  of  hit 
nobility;  and  by  fetching  him  up  with  round 
tarns  occasionally,  I  hope  to  make  a  mui  oi 
Mm,  yet" 


Ton,  lb-,  fe  «3I  W  (fe  fan  pi^  W^l> 

Aa  ITTw  iMii  and  t&s  W  aid  At  taftdm 
left  fait  catn,  sd  ^ndrd  to  tfce  ^^no-- 
deck.     Boc  Stvwd  ttoppoi   to   hoU  a  ixa- 

wimJPM  witfa  Us  iia  riiiMi— I  vUe  tk 
ad^nl  9wat  iqi  ibe  |»wy  Iwtfc  i  ^ri  jbmhI 
CoraeL  TW  It  ^j  Mttwg  ac^  to  uimbu 
■icate,  and  m  hr  was  |»*M«*t»Ml  to  go  bek^, 
W  was  deoRd  to  and  Wrckrij  np  to  the 
poi^  wbdc  the  yoo^  warn  would  be  ei.petled 
by  tbr  icar'adHiiaL 

SoBse  little  tine  dapaed  hAn  the  Xiipxan 
could  be  firaod;  no  aooner  was  tim  effected, 
however,  thao  he  jotoed  Bloewaler.  Tb^  had 
a  prirate  eoDTenatioa  of  follj  half  ao  hour, 
padng  the  poop  the  whole  tiine,  and  theo  Cor> 
Dct  was  sumoioned  batk  again  to  his  usual 
station.  The  liUter  inmediatdy  received  aa 
order  to  acquaint  Captain  Stowd  the  rear- 
idmiral  desired  that  the  Cssar  might  be  boTe- 
o,  and  to  make  a  ugnal  for  the  Dniid,  36, 
0  come  under  the  flag-ship's  lee  and  back  ber 
oain-top^saO.     No  sooner  did  this  order  reacb 
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the  quarter-deck  than  the  watch  was  sent  to 
the  braces,  and  the  main-yaid  was  rounded  in, 
until  the  portion  of  sail  that  was  still  set  lay 
against  the  mast.  This  deadened  the  way  of 
the  huge  body,  whidi  rose  and  fell  heavily  in 
the  seas  as  they  washed  under  her,  scarcely 
Urge  enough  to  lift  the  burthen  it  imposed 
upon  them.  Just  at  this  instant  the  signal 
was  made.  The  sudden  check  to  the  move* 
ment  of  the  Cflesar  brought  the  Dublin  boom- 
ing up  in  the  darkness,  when  putting  her  helm 
up,  that  ship  surged  slowly  past  to  leeward, 
resembling  a  black  mountain  moving  by  in  the 
gloom.  She  was  hailed,  and  directed  to  heave^ 
to,  also,  as  soon  as  far  enough  ahead*  The 
Elizabeth  followed,  clearing  the  flag-ship  by 
merely  twenty  fathoms,  and  receiving  a  similar 
order.  The  Druid  had  been  on  the  admiral^s 
weather-quarter,  but  she  now  came  gliding 
down,  with  the  wind  abeam,  taking  room  to 
back  her  top-sail  under  the  Caesafs  lee-bow. 
By  this  time  a  cutter  was  in  the  water,  rising 
six  or  eight  feet  up  the  black  side  of  the  ship, 
sod  sinking  as  low  apparently  beneath  her 
bottom,  and  then  Wycherly  reported  himself 
as  ready  to  proceed. 
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^  You  will  not  forget,  sir,^  odd  Bluewater, 
^^  any  part  of  my  commission  ;  bot  infonn  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  whole*  It  may  be 
important  that  we  understand  each  other  fully. 
You  will  also  hand  him  this  letter,  which  I 
have  hastily  written  while  the  boat  was  getting 
ready.** 

*^  I  think  I  understand  your  wishes,  sir  ;— 
at  least,  I  hope  so;  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
execute  them." 

"God  bless  you.  Sir  Wycholy  Wyche- 
combe,"  added  Bluewater,  with  emotion.  **  We 
may  never  meet  again;  we  sailors  carry  un- 
certain lives ;  and  we  may  be  said  to  carry 
them  in  our  hands.^ 

Wycherly  took  his  leave  of  the  admiral,  and 
he  ran  down  the  poop-ladder,  to  descend  into 
the  boat.  Twice  he  paused  on  the  quarter- 
deck, however,  in  the  manner  of  one  who  felt 
disposed  to  return  and  ask  some  explana- 
tion ;  but  each  time  he  moved  cm,  decided  to 
proceed. 

It  needed  all  the  agility  of  our  young  sailor 
to  get  safely  into  the  boat.  This  done,  tbs 
oars  fell,  and  the  cutter  was  driven  swiftly 
away  to  leeward.      In  a  few  minutes  it  shot 
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beneadi  the  lee  of  the  frigate,  and  discharged 
its  freight*  Wycberly  could  not  have  been 
three  minutes  on  the  deck  of  the  Druid  ere  her 
yards  were  braced  up,  and  her  top-sail  filled  with 
a  heavy  flap.  This  caused  her  to  draw  slowly 
ahead.  Five  minutes  later,  however,  a  white 
cloud  was  seen  dimly  fluttering  over  her  hull, 
and  the  reefed  main-sail  was  distended  to  the 
wind.  The  effect  was  so  instantaneous  that 
the  frigate  seemed  to  glide  away  from  the 
flag*ship,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  under 
her  three  top-saik  double-reefed,  and  her 
courses,  she  was  a  mile  distant  on  her  wea* 
ther-^bow.  Those  who  watched  her  movements 
without  understanding  them,  observed  that  she 
lowered  her  light,  and  appeared  to  detach  her^ 
self  from  the  rest  of  the  division. 

It  was  some  time  before  the  Caesar's  boat 
was  enabled  to  pull  up  against  the  tide^  wind, 
and  sea.  When  this  hard  task  was  success- 
fully accomplished,  the  ship  filled,  passed  the 
Dublin  and  Elizabeth,  and  resumed  her  place 
io  the  line. 

Blpewater  paced  the  poop  an  hour  longer, 
having  dismissed  his  signal-officer  and  the 
quarter-masters  to    their    hammocks.      Even 
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Stowel  had  turned  in,  nor  did  Mr.  Buiy  deem 
it  necessary  to  remain  on  deck  any  longer. 
At  the  end  of  the  hour  the  rear-admiral  bi?- 
thought  him  of  retiring  too.  Before  be  quitted 
the  poop,  however,  he  stood  at  the  wealber* 
ladder,  holding  on  the  mizzen*rigging,  and 
gazing  at  the  scene. 

The  wind  had  increased,  as  bad  the  sea,  but 
it  was  not  yet  a  gale.  The  York  had  long 
before  hauled  up  in  her  station,  a  cable's 
length  ahead  of  the  Csesar,  and  was  standing 
oUf  under  the  same  canvass  as  the  flag-ship, 
looking  stately  and  black.  The  Dover  was 
just  shooting  into  her  berth,  under  the  stand- 
ing sailing-orders,  at  the  same  distance  ahead 
of  the  York,  visible,  but  much  less  distinct 
and  imposing.  The  sloop  and  the  cutter  were 
running  along,  under  the  lee  of  the  heavy 
ships,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  each  vessd 
keeping  her  relative  position,  by  close  attention 
to  her  canvass.  Further  than  this»  nothing 
was  in  sight.  The  sea  had  that  wild  mixture 
of  brightness  and  gloom  which  belongs  to  the 
element  when  much  agitated  in  a  dark  night, 
while  the  heavens  were  murky  and  threatening. 

M^thin  the  ship  all  was   still.     Here  and 
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there  a  lantern  threw  its  wavering  light  around* 
but  the  flhadowB  of  the  masts  and  guns,  and 
other  objects,  rendered  this  relief  to  the  night 
trifling.    The  lieutenant  of  the  watch  paced  the 
weather  side  of  the  quarter-deck,  silent  but 
attentiTe.      Occasionally   he   hailed   the  look- 
outs, and  admonished  them  to  be  vigilant,  also, 
and  at  each  turn  he  glanced   upward,  to  see 
bow  the  top-sail  stood.     Four  or  five  old  and 
thoughtful  seamen  walked  the  waist  and  fore- 
castle hut  most  of  the  watch  were   stowed  be- 
tween the  guns,  or  in  the  best  places  they  could 
find,  under  the  lee  of  the  bulwarks,  catching 
cat'ft-napB.     This  was  an  indulgence  denied  the 
young  gentlemen,  of  whom  one  was  on  the  fore- 
castle,  leaning  against  the  mast,  dreaming  ol 
home^   one  in  the  waist,   supporting  the  net- 
tings,  and   one    walking  the    lee-side  of  the 
quarter  deck,  his  eyes  shut,  his  thoughts  con- 
fused, and  bis  footing  uncertain.  As  Bluewatei 
stepped  on  the  quarter  deck  ladder,  to  descend 
to  bis  own  cabin,  the  youngster  hit  his  fool 
against  an  eye  bolt,  and  fetched  away  plum| 
up  against  his  superior.      Bluewater  caugh 
the    lad  in  bis  anas,  and  saved  him  from  < 
fall,  setting  him  fairly  on  his  feet  before  hi 
let  him  go. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Yet  Dotwiduiaiidiiig,  being  incenied,  he 's  flint ; 
A*  hamotoui  at  winter,  and  u  indden 
Al  flam  coDgealed  io  the  tpring  of  day, 
Hii  temper,  therefore,  mutt  be  well  obserred. 

Srakspeake. 

Tbb  reader  will  remember  that  the  wiod  had 
i>ot  become  ^esh  when  Sir  Oervaiee  Oakea  got 
into  his  barge,  with  the  inteotion  of  carrying 
his  fleet  to  ses.  A  retrospective  glance  at  the 
state  of  the  weather  will  become  necesBary  to 
the  reader,  therefore,  in  carrying  bis  mind 
back  to  that  precise  period,  whither  it  has  now 
become  our  duty  to  transport  htm  in  imagina- 
tion. 

The  vice-admiral  governed  a  fleet  on  prin- 
ciples very  different  from  those  of  Bluewater. 
While  the  last  left  so  much  to  the  commanden 
of  the  different  vessels,  his  friend  looked  into 
everything  himself.     The  details  of  the  service 
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he  knew  were  indispensable  to  success  oq  a 
larger  scale,  and  his  active  mind  descended 
into  all  these  minutiae  to  a  degree,  aometimes 
that  annoyed  his  captains.  On  the  whole, 
however,  he  was  sufficiently  observant  of  thai 
formidable  barrier  to  excessive  familiarity,  and 
that  great  promoter  of  heart-burnings  in  i 
squadron,  naval  etiquette,  to  prevent  anything 
like  serious  misunderstandings,  and  the  bcit 
feelings  prevailed  between  him  and  the  several 
magnates  under  his  orders.  Perhaps  the  cir- 
cumstance that  he  was  a  fighting  admiral  coo- 
tributed  to  this  internal  tranquillity  ;  for,  it  his 
been  often  remarked,  that  armies  and  fleets  will 
both  tolerate  more  in  leaders  that  give  them 
plenty  to  do  with  the  enemy,  than  in  comman- 
ders  who  leave  them  inactive  and  less  exposal. 
The  constant  encounters  with  the  foe  would 
seem  to  let  out  all  the  superfluous  quarrelsome 
tendencies.  Nelson,  to  a  certain  extent,  wa> 
an  example  of  this  influence  in  the  English  ma- 
rine, Suffren*  in  that  of  France,  and  Preble,  Co 


*  Sufiren,  though  on«  of  the  hest  sea-captains  Fraoce  evti 
posaessed,  was  a  man  of  extreme  sererity  and  great  rough* 
ness  of  manner.  Still  he  must  have  been  a  man  of  £iinilji 
as  his  title  of  BailU  de  Suffren,  was  dehved  from  his  beicg 
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I  much  greater  degree  than  in  either  of  the 
axher  cases,  in  our  own.  At  nil  events,  while 
most  of  his  captains  sennbly  felt  themadves 
less  of  commaaders,  while  Sir  C^ervaise  was  on 
boKtd  or  around  thdr  ships,  than  when  he  was 
in  the  cabin  of  the  Plaatagenet,  the  peace  was 
rardy  broken  between  them,  and  he  wss  gene- 
rally beloved  as  well  as  obeyed.  Bluewater 
was  a  more  invariable  favourite,  perhaps, 
vYvough  scarcely  as  much  respected ;  and  cer- 
tainly not  half  as  much  feared. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  vice-admiral 
did  not  pull  through  the  fleet  without  dis- 
covering the  peculiar  propensity  (o  which  we 
^ave  alluded.  In  passing  one  of  the  ships  he 
made  a  sign  to  his  coxswain  to  cause  the  boat's 
crew  to  lay  on  their  oars,  when  he  hailed  the 
vessel,  and  the  following  dialogue  occurred : — 


fc  Knight  of  HalU.  It  u  a  liDgutsr 
Dccted  with  the  death  of  this  diitin^uhed  officer,  whicli 
accuTt«d  not  long  before  the  French  reroludoo,  that  b* 
duappcued  in  an  extnofdirwi;  nuoner,  Bud  it  buried  d< 
one  know*  where.  It  it  rappoted  that  be  wai  killed  bj 
one  of  hit  owo  officeta,  in  a  lenconlre  in  the  itieett  o 
Ptiii,  at  night,  and  that  the  iofluenoe  of  the  friend*  of  thi 
lictor  wat  lufficienlljr  great  to  Mppresi  inqnirj.  Th 
cuie  of  the  qnanel  it  attributed  to  bacdi  treUment  oi 
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Caraatic,  ahoy  !  ^  cried  the 

**  Sir,***  exclaimed  the  officer  of  the  detl, 
jamping  on  a  quarter-deck  gun,  and  nisice 
his  hat. 

"  Is  Captain  Parker  on  board,  sir  ?* 

**  He  is,  Sir  Gervaise ;  will  you  see  hia, 
sir?" 

A  nod  of  the  head  sufficed  to  bring  the 
said  Captain  Parker  on  deck,  and  to  tbtr 
gangway,  where  he  could  converse  with  hi> 
superior,  without  inconvenience  to  either. 

"  How  do  you  do.  Captain  Parker?''— a 
certain  sign  Sir  Gervaise  meant  to  rap  the 
other  over  the  knuckles,  else  would  it  have 
been  Parker.  "  How  do  you  do.  Captain 
'  Parker  ?  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  hare  gut 
your  ship  too  much  down  by  the  head,  sir. 
She  ^11  steer  off  the  wind,  like  a  oolt  when  he 
first  feels  the  bridle,  now  with  his  head  on 
otie  side,  and  now  on  the  other.  You  kno« 
I  like  a  compact  line  and  straight  wakes,  sir  " 

"  I  am  well  aware  of  that,  Sir  Gervaise," 
returned  Parker,  a  grey-headed,  meek  old  niaO) 
who  had  fought  his  way  up  from  the  forecastle 
to  his  present  honourable  station,  and  «bo, 
though  brave  as  a  lion  before  the  enemy,  had 
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his  commanders,  "  but 

0  use  more  water  aft 
account  of  the  tiers. 

^ablv8  anew,  and  come 
t  forward,  and  bring 
I  hope,  sir." 
sir;  that  will  sever 
see  De  VervilliQ  to- 
empty  casks  aft  with 
and,  if  that  wont  do, 
brward.  I  know  that 
is  as  tender  as  a  fellow 
«  musa't  pinch  anjt- 

raise ;   the  ship  shall 
n  as  possible." 

what  I  expect  from 
,  and  more  especially 
eet  an  enemy.  And, 
r  a  sign  to  his  boat's 
in, — "  I  say,  Parker, 
;   1  'II  send  you  some 

1  has  picked  up  along- 
it  aboard.    The  fellow 

hen-roosts  in  Devon- 
of  the  mitter." 


(. 
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Sir  Oervaise  waved  his  band,  Parker  smilei 
and  bowed  his  thanks,  and  the  two  parted  «n 
feelings  of  perfect  kindness,  notwithst&Ddini; 
the  little  skirmish  with  which  the  interriev 
had  commenced. 

*^  Mr.  Williamson,"  said  Captain  Parker  te 
his  first-lieutenant,  on  quitting  the  gan^aj, 
^*  you  hear  what  the  commander-in-chief  savs. 
and  he  must  be  obeyed.  I  don't  think  the 
Carnatic  would  have  sheered  out  of  the  line. 
even  if  she  is  a  little  by  the  head ;  but  hiTe 
the  empty  casks  filled,  and  bring  her  do^n 
six  inches  more  by  the  stern." 

'*  That 's  a  good  fellow,  that  old  Parkerr 
said  Sir  Oervaise  to  his  purser,  whom  he  ua^ 
carrying  ofi^  good-naturedly  to  the  ship,  It^t 
he  might  lose  his  passage,  **  and  I  wonder 
how  he  let  his  ship  get  her  nose  under  water, 
in  that  fashion.  I  like  to  have  him  for  a  second 
astern,  for  I  feel  sure  he'd  follow  if  I  stood 
into  Cherbourg,  bows  on.  Yes ;  a  good  fellov 
is  Parker ;  and,  Locker,'' — to  his  own  man,  ^ho 
was  also  in  the  boat, — ^  mind  you  send  him  tvo 
of  the  best  pieces  of  that  brawn.  Hey  !  hev ' 
hey  ! — what  the  devil  has  Lord  Morganic,"*— « 
descendant  from  royalty,  by  the  left- baud,— 
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"■  been  doing  now  !  That  ship  is  kept  like 
tailor^s  layfigure,  just  to  stuff  jackets  and  fpn 
cracks  on  her.     Achilles,  there !" 

A    quarter-matter   ran   to   the   edge  of  tl 

poop,  and  then  turning,  he  spoke  to  his  ca| 

tain,  -who  was  walking  the  deck,  and  informs 

him    that   the   coniinander*in-chief  hailed   tl 

nhip.     The  Earl  of  Morganic,  a  young  mi 

of  four-aiid-twentj,  who  had  succeeded  to  tl 

title  a  few  years   before  by  the  death  of  i 

elder  brother,  —  the   usual   proceaa   by  whi< 

an  old  peer  is  brought  into  the  British  nav; 

the  work  being  too  discouraging  for  those  wt 

have  fortune  before  their  eyes  from  the  star 

— now  advanced  to  the  quarter  of  the  shi] 

bowed  with   respectful   eatie,  and   spoke  wil 

a  self-possession  that  not  one  of  the  old  con 

manders  of  the  fleet  would  have  dared  to  ue 

In  general,  this   nobleman's  intercourse  wil 

his  superiors  in  naval  rank  betrayed  the  co] 

■ciousnesB  of  his  own  superiority  in  civil  ranli 

butt  Sir  Oervaise  being  of  an  old  family,  ai 

quite   as  rich   as   he   was    himself,   the   vie 

admiral  commanded  more  of  his  homage  thi 

was  customary.     His  ship  was  full  of  "  nobt 

u  they  term  it  in  the  British  navy,  or  the  so 
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and  relatives  of  nobles,  and  it  was  by  no  meacs 
an  uncommon  thing  for  her  messes  to  have 
their  jokes  at  the  expense  of  even  flag-officez> 
who  were  believed  to  be  a  little  ignorant  of  the 
peculiar  sensibilities  that  are  rightlj  enough 
imagined  to  characterize  social  station. 

<' Oood-morning,  Sir  Gervaise,"  called  out 
this  noble  captain ;  <^  I  'm  glad  to  see  you  look- 
ing so  well,  after  our  long  cruise  in  the  Bay ; 
I  intended  to  have  the  honour  to  inquire  after 
your  health  in  person,  this  morning,  but  thej 
told  me  you  slept  out  of  your  ship.  We  shall 
have  to  hold  a  court  on  you,  sir,  if  you  fall 
much  into  that  habit !  ''^ 

All  within  hearing  smiled,  even  to  the  rough 
old  tars,  who  were  astraddle  of  the  yards; 
and  even  Sir  G^rvaise^s  lip  curled  a  little, 
though  he  was  not  exactly  in  a  joking  humour. 

"Come^  come,  Morganic,  do  you  let  my 
habits  alone,  and  look  out  for  your  own  fore- 
top-mast.  Why,  in  the  name  of  seamanship, 
is  that  spar  stayed  forward  in  such  a  fashion, 
looking  like  a  xebec's  foremast  ?  " 

^*  Do  you  dislike  it.  Sir  Gkrvaise  ?  Now,  to 
our  fancies  aboard  here,  it  gives  the  Achilles 
a  knowing  look,  and  we  hope  to  set  a  fashion. 
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3y    carrying  the  heitd-sails  well   forward  we 
lelp  the  ship  round  in  a  sea,  you  know,  nr." 

"  Indeed    I  know  no  lucb   thing,  my  \ord. 
What  you   gain  after  being  taken   aback  you 
loee  in  coming  to  the  wind.     If  I  had  a  pair 
of  scales,  suitable  to  tuch  a  purpoie,  I  would 
have   all    that   hamper  you  have  stayed  away 
yonder  over  your  bows,  on  the  end  of  such  a 
\oag  lever,  weighed,  in  order  that  you  might 
learn  what  a  beautiful  contriTance  you've  in- 
vented among  you,  to  make  a  ship  ptch  in 
a  head  eea.     Why,  d — e,  if  I  think  you'd  lie-to 
at  all,  with  so  much  stuff  aloft  to  knock  you 
off  to  leeward.    Come  up,  everything,  forward; 
come   up  everything,  my  lord,  and  bring  the 
mast  as  near  perpendicular  as  poaaible.     It's 
&  hard  matter,  I  find,  to  make  one  of  your 
Dew-fasbioned  captains    keep   things  in   their 
places." 

*'  Well,  now,  Sir  Oervaise,  I  think  the 
Achilles  nuikes  as  good  an  appearance  as  most 
of  ibe  other  ships;  and  as  to  travelling  or 
working,  I  do  not  know  that  she  is  either  dull 
"ir  clunisy." 

"She's  pretty  veW,  Morganic,  considering 
how  many   Bond-street   ideas    you    have  got 
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among  you;  but  she^ll  never  do  in  t  bejii 
sea,  with  that  fore-top-mast  threatening  jour 
knight-heads.  So  get  the  mast  up-and-dovii. 
again,  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  come  and 
dine  with  me,  without  further  invitation,  thr 
first  fine  day  we  have  at  sea.  I  ^m  going  to  seed 
Parker  some  brawn ;  but  I  '11  feed  you  ci 
some  of  Oalleygo's  turtle-soup,  made  out  d 
pig'^s  heads." 

"  Thank *ee,  Sir  Oervaise;  we'll  endeavour 
to  straighten  the  stick,  since  you  will  have  it 
so;  though,  I  confess  I  get  tired  of  seeicg 
everything  to-day,  just  as  we  had  it  yesterday.* 

"Yes,  yes  ;  that's  the  way  with  most  of 
them  St.  James's  cruisers,"  continued  the  vice- 
admiral,  as  he  rowed  away.  ^They  want  t 
fashionable  tailor  to  rig  a  man-of-war,  as  thej 
are  rigged  themselves.  There ''s  my  dd 
friend  and  neighbour,  Lord  Scupperton;  he*^ 
taken  a  fancy  to  yachting  lately,  and  when 
his  new  brig  was  put  into  the  water  Ladv 
Scupperton  made  him  send  for  an  upholsterer 
from  town  to  fit  out  the  cabin ;  and  when  the 
blackguard  had  surveyed  the  unfortunate  craft, 
as  if  it  were  a  country  box,  what  does  he  do 
but  give  an  opinion^  that  *  this  here  edificet 
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jny  lord,  in  my  judgment,  should  be  furnishi 
ID  cotta^  style,' — the  ragabond  I" 

This  story,  which  was  not  particular 
original,  for  Sir  Gervaise  himself  had  told  it 
least  a  dozen  times  before  put  the  admir 
in  a  good  humour,  and  he  found  no  mo 
fault  with  his  captains  until  he  reached  tl 
Planta^enet. 

'*I>aly,*  uid  the  Earl  of  Morganic  to  h 
first-lieutenant,  an  experienced  old  Irishmi 
of  fifty,  who  still  sung  a  good  song  and  to 
a  good  story,  and,  what  was  a  little  extraorc 
nary  for  either  of  these  accomplishments,  kne 
how  to  take  good  care  of  a  ship ;  — "  Daly, 
suppose  we  must  humour  the  old  gentlemai 
or  hell  be  quarantining  me,  and  that 
ilHnildn't  particularly  like  on  the  eve  of 
general  action ;  so  we  'II  ease  off  forward,  an 
set  up  the  strings  aft,  again.  Hang  me  if 
think  be  could  find  it  out  if  we  didn't,  so  Ion 
as  we  kept  dead  in  his  wake  !" 

"That  wouldn't  be  a  very  safe  desait  ft 
Sir  Jarvy,  my  lord,  for  he 's  a  wonderful  ey 
for  a  rope !  Were  it  Admiral  Blue,  now,  I ' 
engage  to  cruise  in  his  company  for  a  weel 
with  my  mizzen-mast  stowed  in  the  hold,  an 
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there  should  be  no  bother  about  the  noveltv, 
at  all ;  quite  likely  he'd  be  hailing  us,  and 
ask  *  what  brig's  that?'  But  none  of  tbt>e 
tricks  will  answer  with  fother,  who  misses  the 
whipping  ofi*  the  end  of  a  gasket,  as  soon  a> 
any  first  luff  of  us  all.  And  so  I'll  just  ^^ 
about  the  business  in  earnest;  get  the  car- 
penter up  with  his  plumb-bob,  and  set  even 
thing  as  straight  up-and-down  as  the  back  of 
a  grenadier." 

Lord  M  organic  laughed,  as  was  usual  vitb 
him  when  his  lieutenant  saw  fit  to  be  humor- 
ous; and  then  his  caprice  in  changing  the 
staying  of  his  masts,  as  well  as  the  order  which 
countermanded  it,  was  forgotten. 

The  arrival  of  Sir  Gervaise  on  board  his  own 
ship  was  always  an  event  in  the  fleet,  even 
though  his  absence  had  lasted  no  longer  than 
twenty-four  hours.  The  effect  was  like  that 
which  is  produced  on  a  team  of  bigh-mettletl 
cattle,  when  they  feel  that  the  reins  are  in  the 
hands  of  an  experienced  and  spirited  coachman. 

^*  Good  morning.  Greenly,  good  morning  to 
you  all,  gentlemen,"  said  the  vice-admiral 
bowing  to  the  quarter-deck  in  gross,  in  return 
for  the  *  present-arms,'  and  rattling  of  drums. 
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and  lowering  of  haU  that  greeted  his  arrival : 
"  a  6oe  day,  and  it  is  likely  we  shall  have  f 
freah  breeze.  Captain  Greenly,  your  sprit-sail 
yard  wants  squaring  by  the  lifts ;  and,  Bunt 
iog,  make  the  Thunderer's  signal  to  get  hei 
fore-yard  in  its  place,  as  soon  as  possible.  She'i 
bod  it  down  long  enough  to  make  a  new  one 
instead  of  merely  fishing  it.  Are  your  boati 
all  aboard.  Greenly  ?" 

"  All  but  your  own  barge.  Sir  Gervaise,  am 
that  is  hooked  on." 

"  In  with  it,  sir;  then  trip,  and  we  '11  be  ofl 
Monneur  de  Vervillin  has  got  some  mischief  ii 
his  bead,  gentlemen,  and  we  must  go  and  taki 
it  out  of  him." 

These  orders  were  promptly  obeyed ;  but 
as  the  manner  in  which  the  Flantagenet  passet 
out  of  the  fleet,  and  led  the  other  ships  to  sea 
has  been  already  related,  it  is  unnecessary  t< 
rq>eat  it.  Tliere  was  the  usual  bustle,  thi 
customary  orderly  confusion,  the  winding  o 
calls,  the  creaking  of  blocks,  and  the  swinginf 
of  yards,  ere  the  vessels  were  in  motion.  Ai 
the  breeze  freshened  sail  was  reduced,  a 
already  related,  until,  by  the  time  the  leadinj 
ship  was  ten  leagues  at  sea,  all  were  under  shor 
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canvass,  and  the  appearance  of  a  windj,  if  uA 
a  dirty  night,  had  set  in.  Of  course,  all  means 
of  communication  between  the  Plaotagenet  and 
the  vessels  still  at  anchor  had  ceased,  except 
by  sending  signals  down  the  line;  but,  to  tho^e 
Sir  Gervaise  had  no  recourse,  since  he  wu 
satisfied  Bluewater  understood  his  plans,  and 
he  then  entertained  no  manner  of  doubt  of  hi> 
friend^s  willingness  to  aid  them. 

Little  heed  was  taken  of  anything  asteni  br 
those  on  board  the  Plantagenet.  Every  oct 
saw,  it  is  true,  that  ship  followed  ship  in  due 
succession,  as  long  as  the  movements  of  those 
in-shore  could  be  perceived  at  all ;  but  the  great 
interest  centred  on  the  horizon  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward.  In  that  quarter  of  the 
channel  the  French  were  expected  to  appear, 
for  the  cause  of  this  sudden  departure  was  a 
secret  from  no  one  in  the  fleet  A  dozen  of  the 
best  look-outs  in  the  ship  were  kept  aloft  the 
whole  afternoon,  and  Captain  Greenly,  himselfi 
sat  in  the  forward-cross-trees,  with  a  glass,  for 
more  than  an  hour,  just  as  the  sun  was  setting, 
in  order  to  sweep  the  horizon.  Two  or  three 
sail  were  made,  it  is  true^  but  they  all  proved 
to  be  English  coasters;   Guernsey  or  Jersey- 
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mpD*  standing  for  ports  io  the  west  of  Eaglanci 

most   probably  laden  with  prohibited  article 

from    the    country  of  the  enemy.      Whateve 

may  be    the  dislike  of  an   Englishman  for 

Frenchman,  he  has  no  dislike  to  the  labour  c 

his  hands ;  and  there  probably  has  not  been  . 

period  since  civilization  has  introduced  the  ar 

of    smuggling    among    its    other    arts,   whe] 

French  brandies,  and  laces,  and  silks,  were  no 

exchanged    against   English  tobacco  and  gui 

neas,  and  that  in  a  contraband  way,  let  it  be  i 

peace  or  let  it  be  in  war.     One  of  the  chara< 

teristics  of  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  was  to  despit 

all  petty  means  of  annoyance ;  usually  he  dii 

dained  even  to  turn  a^de  to  chase  a  smuggle] 

Fishermen  he  never  molested  at  all;  and,  o 

the  whole,  be  carried  on  a  marine  warfare, 

century  since^  in  a  way  that  some  of  bis  su< 

cessors  might  have  imitated  to  advantage  i 

our  own  times.     Like  that  high-spirited  Irisl 

man,  Caldwell,*  who  conducted  a  blockade  i 

the  Chesapeake,  at  the  commencement  of  th 

*  IIm  writer  beliecet  ihii  noble-niiniled  wilor  to  ba< 
bwD  the  late  Admiral  Sir  BcDJamin  Caldwell.  It 
•carctly  ticceuu7  lo  *a;  thai  the  inviialion  could  not  I 
uc«pted,  thoDgh  quite  leriouily  given. 
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Revolution,  with  so  much  liberality,  that  hi« 
enemies  actually  sent  him  an  infitation  to  i 
public  dinner,  Sir  Oervaise  knew  how  to  di^tiD- 
guish  between  the  combatant  and  the  noo-cocD- 
batant,  and  heartily  disdained  all  the  monev- 
making  parts  of  his  profession,  though  largt 
sums  had  fallen  into  his  hands,  in  this  way,  s> 
pure  God-sends.  No  notice  was  taken,  there- 
fore, of  anything  that  had  not  a  warlike  look: 
the  noble  old  ship  standing  steadily  on  toward? 
the  French  coast,  as  the  mastiff  passes  the  cur. 
on  his  way  to  encounter  another  animal,  of  a 
mould  and  courage  more  worthy  of  his  powers. 

"  Make  nothing  of  'em,  hey  I  Greenly,"  ^<i 
Sir  Gervaise,  as  the  captain  came  down  froo 
his  perch,  in  consequence  of  the  gathering  ob- 
scurity of  evening,  followed  by  half-a-dofen 
lieutenants  and  midshipmen,  who  bad  been  aluft 
as  volunteers.  **  Well,  we  know  they  cannot 
yet  be  to  the  westward  of  us,  and  by  standing 
on  shall  be  certain  of  heading  them  off,  befon? 
this  time  six  months.  How  beautifully  all  the 
ships  behave,  following  each  other  as  accurately 
as  if  Bluewater  himself  were  aboard  each  vessti 
to  conn  her  ! " 

**  Yes,  sir,  they  do  keep  the  line  uncommonly 
well,  considering  that  the  tides  run  in  streaks  in 
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the  chanoeL  I  do  tbiok  if  we  were  to  drop  i 
hammock  overboard  that  the  Canuttic  woulc 
pick  it  up,  although  she  must  be  quite  foui 
leagues  astera  of  us." 

^  Let  old  Parker  alooe  for  that  1  I  ll  war. 
rant  you,  Ae  is  never  out  of  the  way.  Were  it 
Lord  Morganic,  now,  in  the  Achilles,  I  should 
expect  him  to  be  away  off  here  on  our  weather 
quarter,  just  to  show  ub  how  his  ship  can  eat  ut 
out  of  the  wind  when  he  tries ;  or  away  dowt 
yonder,  under  our  lee,  that  we  might  under 
stand  how  she  falls  off,  when  he  iJonV  try." 

**  My  lord  is  a  gallant  officer,  and  no  bad  sea 
man,  for  his  years,  notwithstanding,  Sir  Ger 
vuse,"  observed  Oreenly,  who  generally  tool 
the  part  of  the  absent,  Whenever  bis  superioj 
felt  disposed  to  berate  them. 

"  I  deny  neither,  Greenly,  most  particularly 
the  first.  I  know  very  well,  were  I  to  signa 
Morganic  to  run  into  Brest,  he  *d  do  it ;  bui 
whether  be  would  go  in,  ring-tail-boom  or  jib 
boom  first,  I  couldn't  tell  till  I  saw  it.  Nov 
jou  are  a  youngish  man  yourself,  Oreenly — "" 
"  Every  day  of  eight-and-thirty.  Sir  Ger 
vsite,  and  a  few  months  to  spare;  and  I  car 
not  if  the  ladies  know  it." 
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«'  Poh  !    They  like  us  old  fellows,  balf  the 

time,  as  well  aa  they  do  the  boys.    But  you  are 

of  an  age  not  to  feel  time  in  your  bones  and       i 

can  see  the  folly  of  some  of  our  old-fuhioDed       : 

notions,  perhaps;  though  you  are  not  quite  is      ; 

likely  to  understand  the  fooleries  that  haye       ; 

come  in,  in  your  own  day.     Nothing  is  more      i 

absurd  than  to  be  experimenting  on  the  setikd       * 

principles  of  ships.  They  are  machines,  Greeclj,       ■ 

and  have  their  laws  just  the  same  as  theplaoets 

in  the  heavens.     The  idea  comes  from  a  fish,— 

head,  run,  and  helm ;  and  all  we  have  to  do  is 

to  study  the  fishes  in  order  to  get  the  sort  of 

craft  we  want.     If  there  is  occasion  for  bulk, 

take  the  whale,  and  you  get  a  round  bottom, 

full  fore-body,  and  a  clean  run.     When  you 

want  speed,  models  are  plentiful  —  take  the 

dolphin,  for  instance,— and  there  you  find  an 

entrance,  like  a  wedge,  a  lean  fore-body,  and  a 

run  as  clean  as  this  ship^s  decks.     But  some  of 

our  young  captains  would  spoil  a  dolphin's  sail* 

jng,  if  they  could  breathe  under  water,  so  as  to 

get  at  the  poor  devils.     Look  at  their  fancies ! 

The  first  lord  shall  give  one  of  his  cousins  a 

frigate,  now,  that  is  moulded  after  nature  itself) 

as  one  might  say ;  with  a  bottom  that  wtmid 
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put  a  trout  to  shame.  Well,  one  of  the 
things  the  lad  does,  when  he  gets  on  board 
ia  to  lengthen  his  gaff,  perhaps,  put  a  dot 
two  in  his  mizzen,  and  call  it  a  spanker,  a 
away  the  peak  till  it'  sticks  out  over  his  tal 
like  a  sign-post,  and  then  away  he  goes  up 
wind,  with  his  helm  hard  up.  bragging  wh 
weatherly  craft  he  has,  and  how  hard  it  i 
make  her  even  look  to  leeward." 

**  I  have  known  such  sailors,  I  must  con 
Sir  Oerraise ;  but  time  cures  them  of 
foUy." 

"  That  is  to  be  hoped ;  for  what  would  a 
think  of  a  fish  to  which  nature  had  6tted  a 
aih wart-ships,  and  which  was  obliged  to  c 
a  fin,  like  a  lee-board,  under  its  lee>jaw,  to 
vent  falling  off  dead  before  the  wind ! " 

Here  Sir  Gervaise  laughed  heartily  at 
picture  of  the  awkward  creature  to  which 
own  imagination  had  given  birth;  Ore 
joining  in  the  merriment,  partly  from  the  od 
of  the  conceit,  and  partly  from  the  docility 
which  a  commander-in-chieTs  jokes  are  usti 
recdved.  The  feeling  of  momentary  indigng 
which  had  aroused  Sir  Oervaiie  to  such  an 
pression  of  his  disgust  at  modern  innovat 
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was  appeased  by  this  little  success ;  and  inv idng 
his  captain  to  sup  with  hiixi»—- a  substitute  for  a 
dinner, — he  led  the  way  below  in  high  good 
humour,  Galleygo  having  just  aonounced  that 
the  table  was  ready. 

The  convives  on  this  occasion  were  merely 
the  admiral  himself,  Oreenly,  and  Atvood. 
The  fare  was  substantial,  rather  than  scien- 
tific ;  but  the  service  was  rich ;  Sir  Gerraise 
uniformly  eating  off  of  plate.  In  addition  to 
Galleygo,  no  less  than  five  domestics  attended 
to  the  wants  of  the  party.  As  a  ship  of  the 
Plantagenet^s  size  was  reasonably  steady  at  all 
times,  a  gale  of  wind  excepted,  wh^n  the  lamps 
and  candles  were  lighted,  and  the  group  was 
arranged,  aided  by  the  admixture  of  rich  fur- 
niture with  frowning  artillery  and  the  other 
appliances  of  war,  the  great  cabin  of  the  PlaD- 
tagenet  was  not  without  a  certain  air  of  rude 
magnificence.  Sir  Gervaise  kept  no  less  than 
three  servants  in  livery,  as  a  part  of  his  per- 
sonal establishment,  tolerating  Galleygo^  and 
one  or  two  more  of  the  same  stamp,  as  a 
homage  due  to  Neptune. 

The  situation  not  being  novel  to  either  of 
the  party,  and   the  day's   work  having  been 
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severe,  the  first  twenty  miDutes  were  pre 
studiously  devoted  to  the  duty  of  "  resto 
tion,**  as  it  is  termed  by  the  great  masters 
the  scieoce  of  the  table.  By  the  end  of  tl 
titQe,  however,  the  glass  began  to  circule 
though  moderately,  and  with  it  tongues 
IcMMen. 

"  Your  health,  Captain  Greenly — Atwo 
I  remember  you,"  said  the  vice-admiral,  n 
ding  his  head  familiarly  to  his  two  guests, 
the  eve  of  tossing  off  a  glass  of  sher 
"  These  Spanish  wines  go  directly  to 
heart,  and  I  only  wonder  why  a  people  v 
can  make  them,  don't  make  better  tailors." 

"  In  the  days  of  Columbus  the  Spania 
had  something  to  boast  of  in  that  way,  t 
Sir  Gervaise,"  Atwood  remarked. 

**  Ay,  but  that  was  a  long  time  ago,  ; 
they  have  got  bravely  over  iu  I  account 
the  deficiencies  of  both  the  French  and  S 
nish  marines  something  in  this  way,  Greei 
Columbus,  and  the  discovery  of  Amer 
brought  ships  and  sailors  into  fashion.  ] 
a  ship  without  an  ofBcer  fit  to  command 
is  like  a  body  without  a  soul.  Fashion,  h 
erer,   brought  your  young  nobles  into   t 
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services,  and  men  were  given  vessds  because 
their  fathers  were  dukes  and  counts,  and  not 
because  they  knew  anything  about  them." 

*'  Is  our  own  service  entirely  free  from 
this  sort  of  favouritism  P  **  quietly  demandevi 
the  captain. 

"  Far  from  it.  Greenly;  else  would  Dot 
Morganic  been  made  a  captain  at  tveDtr. 
and  old  Parker,  for  instance,  one  onlj  at 
fifty.  But,  somehow,  our  classes  slide  iDto 
each  other  in  a  way  that  neutralizes,  in  i 
great  degree,  the  effect  of  birth.  Is  it  not 
so,  Atwood  ?  '* 

"  Some  of  our  classes,  Sir  Grervaise,  manage 
to  slide  into  all  the  best  places,  if  the  truth 
must  be  said.^^ 

"  Well,  that  is  pretty  bold  for  a  Scotch- 
man !  **  rejoined  the  vice-admiral,  good-hu- 
mouredly.  ^  Ever  since  the  accession  of  the 
house  of  Stuart,  we  've  built  a  bridge  acro» 
the  Tweed  that  lets  people  pass  in  only  one 
direction.  I  make  no  doubt  this  Pretender^s 
son  will  bring  down  half  Scotland  at  his  heels, 
to  fill  all  the  berths  they  may  fancy  suitable 
to  their  merits.  It'^s  an  easy  way  of  paving 
bounty — promises.** 


--1 
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This  aflair   in   the   north,  they  tell 
a  little  Berious,^  said  Greenly.     " 
lieve  this  is  Mr.  Atwood's  opioionP" 

"  You  11  find  it  serious  enough,  if  Sir 
Taiaes's  notioa  about  the  bounty  be  true, 
swered  the  immovable  secretary.  "  Scol 
a  Bmall  country,  but  it 's  well  filled 
'  braw  Bperits,'  if  there  'b  an  opening  for 
to  prove  it." 

"  Well,  well,  this  war  between  Englani 
Scotland  is  out  of  place,  while  we  havi 
French  and  Spaniards  on  our  hands. 
extraordinary  scenes  have  we  had  ashore, 
der.  Greenly,  with  an  old  Devonshire  bai 
who  slipped  and  is  off  for  the  other  « 
while  we  were  in  his  house." 

"  Magratb  has  told  me  something  of  it 
and  he  tells  me  ihe^ll-ui  tiull-ui — han 
if  I  can  make  out  his  gibberish,  five  mi 
after  it  was  told  to  me." 

"  Filiut  nuHius,  you  mean ;  nobody's 
—the  son  of  nobody — have  you  forgotten 
Latin,  man  P  " 

**  'Faith,  Sir  Gervaise,  I  never  had 
to  forgeL  My  father  was  a  captain 
man-of-war  before  me,  and  be  kept  me 
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from  the  time  I  was  five  dovrn  to  the  daj  of 
his  death.  Latin  was  no  part  of  mj  spoco- 
meat.** 

"  Ay,  ay,  my  good  fellow,  I  knew  your 
father,  and  was  in  the  third  ship  finom  him, 
in  the  action  in  which  he  fell,^  returned  the 
vice-admiral,  kindly.  **  Bluewater  was  just 
ahead  of  him,  and  we  all  loved  him  as  *e 
did  an  elder  brother.  You  were  not  promoted 
then.*' 

*^  No,  sir,  I  was  only  a  midshipman,  and 
I  didn't  happen  to  be  in  his  own  ship  that 
day,"  answered  Greenly,  sensibly  touched  with 
this  tribute  to  his  parent's  merit ;  ^  but  I  was 
old  enough  to  remember  how  nobly  you  all 
behaved  on  the  occasion.  WeU,** — slily  brush- 
ing his  eye  with  his  hand, — *^  Latin  may  do 
a  schoolmaster  good,  but  it  is  of  b'ttle  use  on 
board  ship.  I  never  had  but  one  scholar 
among  all  my  cronies  and  intimates." 

^*  And  who  was  he.  Greenly  ?  You  shouldn't 
despise  knowledge  because  you  don^t  •under- 
stand it.  I  dare  say  your  intimate  was  none 
the  worse  for  a  little  Latin --^  enough  to  go 
through  nuUuSy  nulla^  nullum^  for  instance. 
Who  was  this  intimate.  Greenly  ?  ** 

**  John  Bluewater, —  handsome  Jack,  as  he 
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was  called;  the  younger  brother  of  the  admi- 
ral. They  aent  bim  to  sea,  to  keep  him  out 
of  barm's  way  in  some  love  affair;  and  you 
may  remember  that  while  he  was  with  the 
admiral,  or  Captain  Bluewater,  as  he  was  then, 
1  was  one  of  the  lieutenants.  Although  pooi 
Jack,  was  a  soldier,  and  in  the  guards,  and  hi 
was  four  or  five  years  my  senior,  he  took  i 
fancy  to  me,  and  we  became  intimate.  Hi 
understood  Latin  better  than  he  did  his  owt 
interests." 

"  tn  what  did  he  fail  F  Bluewater  was  nevej 
very  communicative  to  me  about  that  brother.* 
**  There  was  a  private  marriage,  and  crosi 
guardians,  and  the  usual  diiEculiies.  In  thi 
midst  of  it  all,  poor  John  fell  in  battle,  ai 
you  know,  and  his  widow  followed  bim  to  thi 
grave,  within  a  month  or  two.  'Twas  a  sat 
story  all  round,  and  I  try  to  think  of  it  ai 
little  ^s  possible." 

"  A  private  marriage  !  "  repeated  Sir  Ger 
vaise,  slowly.  *'  Are  you  quite  sure  of  that 
1  don't  think  Bluewater  is  aware  of  that  cir 
cumstance ;  at  least,  I  never  heard  him  alludi 
to  it.  Could  there  have  been  any  issue  P" 
*'  No  one  can  know  it  better  than  myself 
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as  I  helped  to  get  the  lady  off,  and  was  pre^eot 
at  the  ceremony.  That  much  1  huno-  Of 
issue,  I  should  think  there  was  none ;  though 
the  colonel  lived  a  year  after  the  marriage. 
How  far  the  admiral  is  familiar  with  all  these 
circumstances  I  cannot  say,  as  one  would  not 
like  to  introduce  the  particulars  of  a  prirat^ 
marriage  of  a  deceased  brother  to  his  com- 
manding officer.'' 

**  I  am  glad  there  was  no  issue.  Greenly ; 
particular  circumstances  make  me  glad  of  tKat 
But  we  will  change  the  discourse,  as  these 
family  disasters  make  one  melancholy;  and 
a  melancholy  dinner  is  like  ingratitude  to  Him 
who  bestows  it." 

The  conversation  now  grew  general,aDd  in 
due  season,  in  common  with  the  feast,  it  ended. 
After  sitting  the  usual  time  the  guests  retired. 
Sir  Gervaise  then  went  on  deck,  and  paced 
the  poop  for  an  hour,  looking  anxiously  ahead, 
in  quest  of  the  French  signals;  and,  failing 
of  discovering  them,  he  was  fain  to  seek  his 
berth  out  of  sheer  fatigue.  Before  he  did 
this,  however,  the  necessary  orders  were  given ; 
and  that  to  call  him,  should  anything  out  of 
the  common  track  occur,  was  repeated  no  less 
than  four  times. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Roll  OD,  IhoD  deep  and  dark-blue  ocean — nl\ ! 
Ten  thousand  fleeu  swvep  over  thee  in  nio ; 
Bfan  mark*  the  earth  with  ruin — his  control 
Stops  with  th8  shore;— opoQ  the  wat'rjr  jUaio 
Tlie  wrecks  are  all  thy  d«ed. 

CMldt  Harold. 

It  was  broad  day-light  when  Sir  Olervaii 
Oaket  next  appeared  on  deck.  As  the  scene  the 
offered  to  his  view,  as  well  as  the  impressic 
it  made  on  bis  mind,  will  sufficiently  explai 
to  the  reader  the  slate  of  affairs,  some  si 
hours  later  than  the  time  last  included  in  oi 
account,  we  refer  him  to  those  for  his  on 
impressions.  The  wind  now  blew  a  real  gal 
though  the  season  of  the  year  rendered  it  le 
unpleasant  to  the  feelings  thaa  is  usual  wil 
wintry  tempests.  The  air  was  even  bland,  ai 
■till  charged  with  the  moisture  of  the  oceai 
though  it  came  sweeping  athwart  sheets 
foam,  with  a  fury,  at  moments,  which  thres 
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ened  to  carry  the  entire  summits  of  wayes  mile* 
from  their  beds,  in  spray.  Even  the  aquauc 
birds  seemed  to  be  terrified,  in  the  instants  of 
the  greatest  power  of  the  winds,  actually  wheel- 
ing suddenly  on  their  wings,  and  plunging  ioio 
the  element  beneath  to  seek  protection  from 
the  maddened  efibrts  of  that  to  which  they 
more  properly  belonged. 

Still  Sir  Gervaise  saw  that  his  ships  bore  u^'- 
nobly  against  the  fierce  strife^  Each  Tes^cl 
showed  the  same  canvass,  viz.  a  reefed  forts 
sail,  a  small  triangular  piece  of  strong,  heavy 
cloth,  fitted  between  the  end  of  the  bowsprit 
and  the  head  of  the  fore-top-mast ;  a  similar  sail 
over  the  quarter-deck,  between  the  mifzen  and 
main-masts,  and  a  close-reefed  main-top-sail. 
Several  times  that  morning  Captain  Greenl? 
bad  thought  he  should  be  compelled  to  sub!»ti- 
tute  a  lower  surface  to  the  wind  than  that  of 
the  sail  last  mentioned.  As  it  was  an  import- 
ant auxiliary,  however,  in  steadying  the  ship, 
and  in  keeping  her  under  the  command  of  her 
helm,  on  each  occasion  the  order  had  been 
delayed  until  he  now  began  to  question  whe- 
ther the  canvass  could  be  reduced  without  too 
great   a  risk  to  the  men  whom   it   would  be 
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necessary  to  send  aloft.     He   had   decided  tc 
let    it  stand  or  blow  away,  as  fortune   might 
decide.     Similar  reasooing  left  nearly  all  the 
other  veteels  under  precisely  the  same  canvass. 
The  ships  of  the  vice-admiral's  division  had 
cloned  in    the    night,  agreeably  to  an  ordei 
given    before   quitting   the  anchorage,   which 
bad  directed  them  to  come  within   the  usua] 
sailing  distance,  in  the  event  of  the  weather^ 
menaciag  a   separation.      This  command  had 
been  obeyed  by  the  ships  astern  carrying  sail 
hard,  long  after  the  leading  vessels  had  been 
eased  by  reducing   their  canvass.     The  ordei 
of  sailing  was,  the  Plantagenet  in  the  van,  and 
the  Camatic,  Achilles,  Thunderer,  Blenheim, 
and  Warspite's  following,  in  the  order  named ; 
some  changes  having  been  made  in  the  night, 
in  order  to  bring  the  ships  of  the  diviaioa  intc 
their  fighting  stations  in  a  line  ahead,  the  vic» 
admiral  leading.     The  superiority  of  the  Platy 
tagenet  was  a  little  apparent,  notwithstanding; 
the  Camatic  alone,  and  that  only  by  means  ol 
the  most  careful  watching,  being  able  U>  keep 
literally  in  the  commaader-in-chi^rs  wake;  all 
the  other  vessels  gradually,  but  almost  imper- 
ceptibly, setting  to  leeward  of  it.     These  seve' 
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nd  circumstances  struck  Sir  Ger.?aiie  tbe  mo- 
ment his  foot  touched  the  poop,  where  be 
found  Gieenly  keeping  an  anxious  look-out  or 
the  state  of  the  weather  and  the  cooditioo  of 
his  own  ship,  leaning  at  the  same  time  again-t 
the  spanker-boom  to  steady  himself  in  the 
gusts  of  the  gale.  The  vice-admiral  braced 
his  own  well-knit  and  compact  frame  bj 
spreading  his  legs,  and  then  he  turned  lu> 
handsome  but  weather-beaten  face  towards  th 
line,  scanning  each  ship  in  succession  as  she 
lay  over  to  the  wind  and  came  wallowing  od, 
shoving  aside  vast  mounds  of  water  with  her 
bows,  her  masts  describing  short  arcs  in  the 
air,  and  her  hull  rolling  to  windward,  and 
then  lurching,  as  if  boring  her  way  througli 
the  ocean.  Galleygo^  who  never  regarded  him- 
self as  a  steward  in  a  gale  of  wind,  was  tin 
only  other  person  on  tbe  poop,  whither  he 
went  at  pleasure  by  a  sort  of  imprescriptible 
right. 

«  Well  done,  old  Planter!''  cried  Sir  Ger- 
vaise,  heartily,  as  soon  as  his  eye  had  taken  in 
the  leading  peculiarities  of  the  view.  ^  You 
see,  Greenly,  she  has  everybody  but  old  Parker 
to  leeward,  and  she  would  have  him  there,  too. 
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but   he  ^rould  carry  every  Btick  he  has  out 

the   Camatic  rather  than  not   keep  his  ber 

Look    at  Master  Morgaoic ;  he  has  his  rot 

course   close-reefed  on  the  Achilles,  to  luff  ii 

bis    station,  and  1^1  warrant  you  will  get 

good  six  months'  wear  out  of  that  ship  in  t1 

one  gale ;  iooseoiug  her  knees,  and  jerking  I 

spars  like  so  many  whip-handles ;  and  all  I 

\o've  of  the  new  fasbioD  of  rigging  an  Engli 

two^ecker  like  an  Algerine  xebec  I     Well, 

him   tug  big  way  up  to  windward,  Bond-str 

fashion,  if  be  likes  the  fun.     What  has  becoi 

of  the  Chloe,  Greenly  ?" 

"  Here  she  is,  sir,  quite  a  league  on  our  1 
bow,  looking  out,  according  to  orders."* 

"  Ay,  that  is  her  work,  and  she  11  do 
effectually.     But  I  don't  see  the  Driver  ?" 

"  She's  dead  ahead,  sir,"  answered  Green 
smiling ;  *<  her  orders  being  rather  more  di 
cult  of  execution.  Her  station  would  be 
yonder  to  windward,  half  a  league  ahead  of  i 
but  it 's  no  easy  matter  to  get  into  that  pi 
tion.  Sir  Gerraise,  when  the  Plantagenet 
really  in  earnest." 

Sir  Gervaise  laughed,  and  rubbed  his  baa 
and  then  he  turned  to  look  for  the  Active,  t 
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1      • 


onlj  other  vessel  of  his  division.  This  littk 
cutter  was  dancing  over  the  seas,  half  the  time 
under  water,  notwithstanding,  under  the  head 
of  her  mainsail,  broad  off,  on  the  admiral's 
weather^beam ;  finding  no  difficulty  in  main- 
taining her  station  there,  in  the  absence  of  ail 
top-hamper,  and  favoured  by  the  lowness  of 
her  hull.  After  this  he  glanced  upward  at  the 
sails  and  spars  of  the  Plantagenet,  which  be 
studied  closely. 

**  No  signs  of  De  Vervillin,  hey.  Greenly  I' 
the  admiral  asked,  when  his  survey  of  tbe 
whole  fleet  had  ended.  **  I  was  in  hopes  we 
might  see  something  of  him  when  the  light 
returned  this  morning.'' 

^'  Perhaps  it  is  quite  as  well  as  it  is,  Sir 
Gervaise,"  returned  the  captain.  **  We  coulJ 
do  little  besides  look  at  each  other,  in  this  gale; 
and  then  Admiral  Bluewater  ought  to  join 
before  I  should  like  even  to  do  that  J* 

**  Think  you  so,  Master  Greenly  I  There 
you  are  mistaken,  then ;  for  I M  lie  by  him, 
were  I  alone  in  this  ship,  that  I  might  know 
where  he  was  to  be  found  as  soon  as  the 
weather  would  permit  us  to  have  something 
to  say  to  him.*** 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS. 

These  words  were  scarcely  uttered  « 
the  look-out  in  the  forward  cross-trees^  shot 
at  the  top  of  his  voice,  *'  Sail-ho!™  At 
next  instant  the  Chloe  fired  a  gun,  the  re] 
of  which  was  just  heard  amid  the  roarinj 
the  gale,  though  the  smoke  was  distinctly 
floatiog  above  the  mists  of  the  ocean ;  and 
set  a  signal  at  her  naked  mizsen-top-gall 
mast-head. 

"  Run  helow,  young  gentleman,"  said 
vice-admiral,  advancing  to  the  break  of 
poop,  and  speakiDg  to  a  midshipman  on 
quarter-deck,  "  and  desire  Mr.  Bunting 
make  his  appearance.  The  Chloe 
nals  lia  —  (ell  bim  not  to  look  for  his  k 
buckles." 

A  century  since,  the  last  injunction,  the 
still  so  much  in  use  on  shipboard,  was  far  t 
Uteral  than  it  is  to-day,  nearly  all  classc 
men  possessing  the  articles  in  question,  th( 
not  invariably  wearing  them  when  at  sea. 
midshipman  dove  below,  however,  as  sooi 
the  words  were  out  of  his  superior's  moi 
and  in  a  very  few  minutes  Bunting  app« 
having  actually  stopped  on  the  munnleck 
der  to  assume  his  coat,  lest  he  might  too  i 

VOL.    U.  P 


314 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS. 


remoniously  invade  the  sacred  predocts  of  the 
quarter-deck  in  his  shirt-sleeves. 

"  There  it  is,  Bunting,**  said  Sir  Gervaise, 
handing  the  lieutenant  the  glass ;  **'  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven — ^  a  large  sail  abead/  if 
I  remember  right." 

"  No,  Sir  Gervaise,  *  saik  ahead  ;*  the  num- 
ber of  them  to  follow.  Hoist  the  answering 
flag,  quarter^master.** 

•*  So  much  the  better  !  So  much  the  better. 
Bunting  I  The  number  to  follow  ?  Well, 
we  'II  follow  the  number,  let  it  be  greater  or 
smaller.  Come,  sirrah,  bear  a  hand  up  with 
your  answering  flag. 

The  usual  signal  that  the  message  was  un- 
derstood was  now  run  up  between  the  masts, 
and  instantly  hauled  down  again,  the  flags  seen 
in  the  Chloe  descending  at  the  same  moment. 

"  Now  for  the  number  of  the  sails  ahead/ 
said  Sir  Geryaise,  as  he.  Greenly,  and  Bunting. 
each  levelled  a  glass  at  the  frigate,  on  board 
which  the  next  signal  was  momentarily  ex- 
pected.    "  Eleven,  by  George  !  ** 

"  No,  Sir  Gervaise,**  exclaimed  Oreenly,  "  I 
know  better  than  that.  Red  above^  and  blue 
beneath,  with  the  distinguishing  pennant  be- 
neathy  make  fourteen,  in  our  books,  now  !** 
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"  "WeU,  air,  if  they  axe/orty,  we  11  go  nea 
and  see  of  what  sort  of  stuff  they  are  ma 
Show  your  answering  flag,  Buntio^  that 
ma;  know  what  else  the  Chtoe  has  to  tell  us 
This  was  done,  the  frigate  hauling  down 
Qgna\a  in  haste,  and  showing  a  new  set  as  n 
as  possible. 

**  W^hat  now.  Bunting? — what  now,  Ore 
\y  ?  "  demanded  Sir  Gervaise,  a  sea  hav 
struck  tbe  side  of  the  ship  and  thrown  so  mi 
spray  into  his  face  as  to  reduce  him  to 
necessity  of  using  his  pocket-handkerchief 
the  very  moment  be  was  anxious  to  be  look 
Xhrough  his  glass.  "  What  do  you  make 
thatt  gentlemen  P" 

**  I  make  out  the  number  to  be  38%" 
Bwercd  Greenly  ;  "  but  what  it  means,  I  ki 
not." 

"  *  Strange  sails,  enemie$,' "  read  Bunt 
from  the  book.  "  Show  the  answer,  quar 
master." 

'*  We  hardly  wanted  a  signal  for  ti 
Greenly,  since  there  can  be  no  friendly  fo 
hereaway ;  and  fourteen  sail,  on  this  cc 
always  means  mischief.  What  says  the  CI 
next?" 
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**  ^  Strange  sails  on  the  larboard  tack,  heading 
as  follows/  "^ 

"By  George,  crossing  our  coarse!  We 
shall  soon  see  them  from  deck.  Do  the  ships 
astern  notice  the  signals  ?  *^ 

•*  Every  one  of  them.  Sir  Genraise,"  an- 
swered the  captain ;  "  the  Thunderer  has  just 
lowered  her  answering  flag,  and  the  Active  is 
repeating.  I  have  never  seen  quarter-masters 
so  nimble !" 

"  So  much  the  better — so  much  the  better- 
down  he  comes ;  stand  by  for  another  * 

After  the  necessary  pause,  the  signal  to 
denote  the  point  of  the  compass  was  shown 
from  the  Chloe. 

"  Heading  how,  Bunting  ?  *'  the  vice-admi- 
ral eagerly  inquired.     **  Heading  how,  sir  ?  "* 

"  North- west-and-by-north,"  or  as  Bunting 
pronounced  it,  **  nor-west-and-by-noathe,  1 
believe,  sir.  No;  I  am  mistaken.  Sir  Ger- 
vaise,  it  is  nor-nor-west." 

*^  Jammed  up,  like  ourselves,  hard  on  a 
wind.  This  gale  comes  directly  in  from 
the  broad  Atlantic,  and  one  party  is  crossing 
over  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the  south 
shore.  We  mmt  meet,  unless  one  of  us  run 
away — ^hey,  Greenly  ?'^ 
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'*  True  enough,  Sir  Gervaiae;  though 
teen     sail    is   rather    an    awkward    oddt 
seven." 

**  You  forget  the  Driver  and  Active, 
■we  *ve  nine — •nioe  hearty,  substantial  B 
cruisers.^ 

*^  To  wit :  six  ships  of  the  line,  one  fr 
a  sioopf  and  a  cutter,""  laying  heavy  em{ 
on  the  two  last  classes  of  vessels. 

"  What  does  the  Cbloe  say  now,  Bun 
That  we  *re  enough  for  the  French,  altV 
they  are  two  to  one  ? " 

**  Not  exactly  that,  I  believe.  Sir  Gei 
'  Five  more  soil  ahead.^  They  increase 
sir." 

**  Ay,  at  that  rate  they  may  indeed 
too  strong  for  us,"  answered  Sir  Gervaise 
more  coolness  of  manner ;  "nineteen  to  nii 
rather  heavy  odds.  I  wish  we  had  Blue 
here-" 

"  That  is  what  I  was  about  to  sugge; 
Gerv«se,"  observed  the  captain.  "  If  w 
the  other  division,  as  some  of  the  Frent 
are  probably  frigates  and  corvettes,  we 
do  better.  Admiral  Bluewater  cannot  1 
from  us ;  somewhere  down  here,  towards  i 
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east,  or  nor-nor-east.  By  waring  round,  I 
tbink  we  should  make  his  division  in  the 
course  of  a  couple  of  hours.^ 

"  What,  and  leave  to  Monsieur  de  Vervillin 
the  advantage  of  swearing  be  firightened  us 
away  ?  No,  no,  Greenly ;  we  will  first  pass 
him  fairly  and  manfully,  and  that,  too,  within 
reach  of  shot ;  and  then  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  go  round  and  look  after  our  friends.** 

*^  Will  not  that  be  putting  the  French  ex- 
actly between  our  two  divisions,  Sir  Gervaise, 
and  give  him  the  advantage  of  dividing  our 
force.  If  he  stand  far  on  a  nor-noi^west 
course  I  think  he  will  infallibly  get  between 
us  and  Admiral  Bluewater.^ 

"  And  what  will  he  gain  by  that.  Greenly  ? 
What,  according  to  your  notions  of  matters 
and  things,  will  be  the  great  advantage  of 
having  an  English  fleet  on  each  side  of 
him  ? '' 

^*  Not  much,  certainly.  Sir  C^rvaise^  an- 
swered Greenly,  laughing ;  **  if  these  fleets 
were  at  all  equal  to  his  own.  But  as  they 
will  be  much  inferior  to  him,  the  Compte  may 
manage  to  close  with  one  division,  while  the 
other  is  so  far  ofi^  as  to  be  unable  to  assist ; 
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and  one    Bour  of  a  hot   fire   may   dispose 
the  victory." 

^  All  tbis  is  apparent  enough,  Greenly,  i 
yet  1  could  hardly  brook  letting  the  enemy 
scatbeleas.  So  long  as  it  blows  as  it  does  i 
there  will  not  be  much  fighting;  and  there 
\>e  no  barm  in  taking  a  near  look  at  Mr< 
Vervillin.  In  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour 
most,  we  must  get  a  sight  of  him  irom 
deck,  even  with  this  slow  head-way  of 
two  fleets.  Let  them  heave  the  log,  and  a» 
tun  how  fast  we  go,  sir." 

"  Should  we  engage  the  French  in  s 
weather.  Sir  Ger^'aise,"  answered  Greenly,  a 
giTing  the  order  just  mentioned ;  "  it  wa 
be  giving  them  the  very  advantage  they  1 
They  usually  fire  at  the  spars,  and  one  t 
would  do  more  miichief,  with  such  a  sti 
on  the  masts,  than  half-a-dozen  in  a  mode] 
Wow." 

"  That  will  do,  Greenly  —  that  will  < 
said  the  vice-admiral,  impatiently;  "if  Idi 
so  well  know  you,  and  hadn't  seen  you  so  o 
engaged,  I  should  think  you  were  afraic 
these  nineteen  sail.  You  have  lectured  1 
enough  to  render  me  prudent,  and  we  HI  saj 
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Here  Sir  Gervaise  turned  on  his    beel  acd 
began  to  pace  the  poop,  for  he  was  slightlv 
vexed,  though  not  angered.     Such  little  dia- 
logues often   occurred  between  him    and   hi-' 
captain,  the  latter  knowing  that  his  command- 
er's greatest  professional  failing  was  excess  of 
daring,  while  he  felt  that  his  own  reputatfun 
was  too  well  established  to  be  afraid  to  incul- 
cate prudence.     Next  to   the  honour  of  t^if 
flag,  and  his  own   perhaps.   Greenly  felt    the 
greatest  interest  in  that  of  Sir  Gervaise  OaLes 
under  whom  he  had   served   as  midshipmai}. 
lieutenant,  and  captain;  and  this  his  superior 
knew,  a  circumstance  that  would  have  excused 
far  greater  liberties.     After  moving  swiftly  to 
and    fro   several    times,   the  vice-admiral  be- 
gan to  coo],  and  then  he  forgot  this  passinrr 
ebullition  of  quick  feelings.     Greenly,  on  the 
other  hand,  satisfied  that  the  just  mind  of  the 
commander-in-chief  would  not  fail    to  appre- 
ciate facts  that  had  been  so  plainly  presented 
to  it,  was  content  to  change  the  subject.    They 
conversed  together  in  a  most  friendly  manner, 
Sir  Gervaise  being  even  unusually  frank  and 
communicative,  in  order  to  prove  he  was  not 
displeased,  the  matter  in  discussion  being  the 
state  of  the  ship  and  the  situation  of  the  crew. 
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**  You  are  always  ready  for  battle,  Greenly/ 
ihe  vice-admiral  said,  smilingly,  io  conclusion; 
"  wben  there  is  a  neceuity;  and  always  jusi 
as  ready  to  point  out  the  inexpediency  ol 
eoga^Dg  where  you  fancy  nothing  is  to  Im 
gained  by  it.  You  would  not  have  roe  rur 
iviay  from  a  shadow,  howeTer,  or  a  signal,  anc 
that  is  much  the  same  thing;  so  we  will  stanc 
on  until  we  make  the  Frenchmen  fairly  fron 
ofinleck,  when  it  will  be  time  enough  to  deter 
mine  what  shall  come  next.* 

"  Sail-ho ! "  shouted  one  of  the  look-outi 
from  aloft,  a  cry  that  immediately  drew  aX. 
eyes  towards  the  mizzen-top-mast-cross-trees 
whence  the  sound  proceeded. 

The  wind  blew  too  fresh  to  render  conver 
■ation,  even  by  means  of  a  trumpet,  easy,  anc 
the  man  was  ordered  down  to  give  an  accouni 
of  what  he  had  seen.  Of  course  he  firs' 
touched  the  poop-deck,  where  he  was  met  bj 
the  admiral  and  captain,  the  officer  of  thi 
watch,  to  whom  he  properly  belonged,  giving 
him  up  to  the  examination  of  his  two  superiors, 
without  a  grimace. 

"  Where-away  is  the  sail  you  've  seen,  sir  ?' 
demanded   Sir  Gervaiae  a  little   sharply,   foi 
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he  suspected  it  was  no  more  than  one  of  tbe 
ships  ahead,  already  signalled*  '<  Down  yonder 
to  the  southward  and  eastward — hey !  sirrah  P*^ 

"  No,   Sir  Jarvy,"  answered  the  top-man, 
hitching    his    trowsers  with    one    hand,    acd 
smoothing  the  hair  on  his  forehead  with  the 
other;    ^^but   out  here,   to   the  nor'ard   and 
west'ard,  on  our  weather-quarter.     It's  none 
o'  them  French  chaps  as  is  with  the  Count j 
of  Fairvillian,* — for  so  all  the  common  mm 
of  the  fleet  believed  their  gallant  enemy  to  be 
rightly  named, — **  but  is  a  square-rigged  craft 
by  herself,  jammed  up  on  a  wind,  pretty  much 
like  all  on  us" 

<^  That  alters  the  matter.  Greenly  !  How 
do  you  know  she  is  square-rigged,  my  man?* 

"  Why,  Sir  Jarvy,  your  honour,  she  \  under 
her  fore  and  main-taw-sails,  close-reefed,  with 
a  bit  of  the  mainsail  set,  as  well  as  I  can  make 
it  out,  sir/^ 

^*  The  devil  she  is  !  It  must  be  some  fellow 
in  a  great  hurry,  to  carry  that  canvass  in  this 
blow  !  Can  it  be  possible.  Greenly,  that  the 
leading  vessel  of  Bluewater  is  heaving  in 
sight?" 

"  I  rather  think  not.  Sir  Gervaise ;  it  would 
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be  too  tax  (o  windward  for  any  of  his  two- 
deckers.  It  may  turn  out  to  be  a  look-out 
sbip  of  the  Freocb*  got  round  on  the  other 
tack  to  keep  her  station,  and  carrying  sail 
hard,  because  she  dislikes  our  appearance." 

**  In  that  case  she  must  claw  well  to  wind- 
ward to  escape  us !  What 's  your  name,  my 
lad — Tom  Davis,  if  I  'm  not  mistaken  P" 

*'  No,  Sir  Jarvy,  it 's  Jack  Brown  ;  which 
is  much  the  same,  your  honour.  We 'a  no 
ways  particular  about  names." 

"  Well,  Jack,  does  it  blow  hard  aloft  ?  So 
as  to  give  you  any  trouble  io  holding  on  f" 

''Nothing  to  speak  on.  Sir  Jarvy.  A'ter 
cruising  a  winter  and  spring  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay*  I  looks  on  this  as  no  more  nor  a  puff. 
Half  a  hand  will  keep  a  fellow  in  his  berth 
aloft." 

"Galleygo — take  Jack  Brown  below  to  my 
cabin,  and  give  him  a  fresh  nip  in  his  jigger—' 
hell  hold  on  all  the  better  for  it." 

This  was  Sir  Gervaise's  mode  of  atoning  foi 
the  error  in  doing  the  man  injustice,  by  sup 
podng  he  was  mistaken  about  the  new  sail, 
and  Jack  Brown  went  aloft  devoted  to  the  com' 
mander-in-chJef.     It  costs  the  great  and  power 
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ful  SO  little  to  become  popular  that  one  k 
sometimes  surprised  to  find  that  any  arc 
otherwise  ;  but,  when  we  remember  that  it  U 
also  their  duty  to  be  just,  astonishment  ceased : 
justice  being  precisely  the  quality  to  which  i 
large  portion  of  the  human  race  are  mo^t 
averse. 

Half  an  hour  passed,  and  no  further  reports 
were  received  from  aloft.     In  a  few  minutes 
however,  the  Warspite  signalled  the  admiral, 
to  report  the  stranger  on  her  weather-quarter, 
and,  not  long  after,  the  Active  did  the  san^e. 
Still  neither  told  his  character  ;  and  the  cour^ 
being  substantially   the  same,   the    unkDown 
ship   approached  but   slowly,  notwithstanding 
the  unusual  quantity  of  sail  she  had  set.    At 
the  end  of  the  period  mentioned,  the  vesseK 
in  the  south-eastern  board  began  to  be  visible 
from  the  deck.     The  ocean  was  so  white  with 
foam,   that  it   was  not  easy  to   distinguish  a 
ship  under  short  canvass  at  any  great  distance; 
but,  by  the  aid  of  glasses,  both   Sir  Ge^vai^e 
and  Greenly  satisfied  themselves  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  at  the  southward  amounted 
to  just   twenty,    one    more    having   hove  in 
sight,  and  been  signalled  by  the  Chloe,  since 
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her  6r$t  rqwrL  Several  of  these  vessels,  how 
ever,  were  small;  and,  the  vice-admiral,  aftc 
a  long  and  anxious  survey,  lowered  his  g\at 
and  turned  to  his  captain  in  order  to  compai 
opinions. 

it  "Well,  Greenly,"  he  asked,  "  what  do  yo 
make  of  them,  now  ?  According  to  my  recli 
oniag,  there  are  thirteen  of  the  line,  tw 
frigates,  four  corvettes,  and  a  lugger ;  o 
twenty  sail  in  all." 

"  There  can   be   no   doubt   of  the   twent 
sail.  Sir  Gervaise,  though  the  vessds  astern  at 
stiil    too  distant   to   epeatc   of  their   size, 
rather    think   it  will  turn  out  fourteen  of  th 
line  and  only  three  frigates.^ 

"  That  is  rather  too  much  for  us,  certainlj 
'without  Bluewater.  His  five  ships,  now,  am 
this  westerly  position,  would  make  a  cheerinj 
prospect  for  us.  We  might  stick  by  Mr.  d 
^''e^villin  until  it  moderated,  and  then  pay  ou 
respects  to  him.  What  do  you  say  to  that 
Greenly?" 

"  That  it  is  of  no  great  moment.  Sir  Gervaise 
m  long  as  the  other  division  is  not  with  ui 
But  yonder  are  signals  flying  on  board  the  Ac 
live,  theWarspite,  and  the  Blenheim.'' 
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Ay,  they  've  something  to  tell  us  of  the 
chap  astern  and  to  windward.  Come,  Bunting, 
give  us  the  news.^ 

**  *  Stranger  in  the  northwest  shows  the 
Druid's  number;'  **  the  signal-officer  read  me- 
chanically from  the  book. 

**  The  deuce  he  does !  Then  Bluewater 
cannot  be  far  off.  Let  Dick  alone  for  keeping 
in  his  proper  place ;  he  has  an  instinct  for  a 
line  of  battle,  and  I  never  knew  him  fail  to  be 
in  the  very  spot  I  could  wish  to  have  him, 
looking  as  much  at  home  as  if  his  ships  had 
all  been  built  there !  The  Druid's  number ! 
The  Cffisar  and  the  rest  of  them  are  in  a  lioe 
ahead,  further  north,  heading  up  well  to  wind- 
ward even  of  our  own  wake.  This  puts  the 
Compte  fairly  under  our  lee.^ 

But  Oreenly  was  far  from  being  of  a  tem* 
perament  as  sanguine  as  that  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral. He  did  not  like  the  circumstance  of  the 
Druid's  being  alone  visible,  and  she,  too^  under 
what  in  so  heavy  a  gale  might  be  deemed  a 
press  of  canvass.  There  was  no  apparent 
reason  for  the  division  carrying  sail  so  bard, 
while  the  frigate  would  be  obliged  to  do  it 
did  she  wish  to  overtake  vessels  like  the  Plan* 


THE   TWO  ADHIKAL8. 

tagenet  and  her  consorts.  He  sugges 
therefore,  the  probability  that  the  ship 
•lone,  and  that  her  object  might  be  to  s\ 
tbem. 

"  Xfaere  is  something  in  what  you 
Greenly,^  answered  Sir  Gervais^  after  a 
nute'a  reflection ;  "  and  we  must  look  iati 
If  Denham  doesn't  give  us  anything 
From  the  count  to  change  our  phtns,  it  i 
be  well  to  learn  what  the  Druid  is  after." 

Denham  was  the  commander  of  the  Ch 

-«\nch  ship,  a  neat  six-and-thirty,  was  pitcb 

into  the  heavy  seas  that  now  came  rolling  in 

vily  from  the  broad  Atlantic,  the  water  stre 

tng  from  her  hawse-holes  as  she  rose  from  i 

plunge,  like  the  spouts  of  a  whale.  Thisvesw 

)us  been  stated,  was  fully  a  league  ahead 

to  leeward    of  the   Plantagenet,   and    co 

quently  so  much  nearer  to  the  French, 

were  approaching  from  that  precise  quartt 

the  ocean,  in  a  long  single  line,  like  that  of 

English;    a  little    relieved,  however,   by 

look-out- vessels,  all  of  which,  in   their  ( 

were  sailing  along    on   the   weather>bean 

their  ftiends.     The  distance  was  still  so  g 

u  to  render  glasses  necessary  in  getting 
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very  accurate  notions  of  the  force  and  the  point 
of  sailing  of  Monsieur  de  Vervillin''8  fleet,  the 
ships  astern  being  yet  so  remote  as  to  require 
long  practice  to  speak  with  any  certainty  of 
their  characters.  In  nothing,  notwithstanding, 
was  the  superior  practical  seamanship  of  the 
English  more  apparent  than  in  the  manner  ic 
which  these  respective  lines  were  formed. 
That  of  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  was  compact,  each 
ship  being  as  near  as  might  be  a  cable's-length 
distant  from  her  seconds  ahead  and  astern. 
This  was  a  point  on  which  the  vice>admiral 
prided  himself;  and  by  compelling  his  captains 
rigidly  to  respect  their  line  of  sailing,  and  by 
keeping  the  same  ships  and  officers,  as  much 
as  possible,  under  his  orders,  each  captain  of 
the  fleet  had  got  to  know  his  own  vesseFs  rate 
of  speed,  and  all  the  other  qualities  that  were 
necessary  to  maintain  her  precise  position.  All 
the  ships  being  weatherly,  though  some,  in  a 
slight  degree,  were  more  so  than  others,  it  was 
easy  to  keep  the  line  in  weather  like  the  pre- 
sent, the  wind  not  blowing  sufficiently  hard  to 
render  a  few  cloths  more  or  less  of  canvass  of 
any  very  great  moment.  If  there  was  a  vessel 
sensibly  out  of  her  place,  in  the  entire  line,  it 
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was  the  Achilles ;  Lord  Morganic  not  having 
had  time  to  get  all  bis  forward  spars  as  far  aft 
as  they  should  have  been ;  a  circumstance  that 
had  knocked  him  off  a  little  more  than  had 
happened  to  the  other  vessels.     Nevertheless, 
had  an   air-line  been   drawn   at  this  moment 
from  the  mizzeo-top  of  the  Plantagenet  to  that 
of  the  Warspite  it  would  have  been  found  to 
pass  through  the  spars  of  quite  half  the  inter- 
mediate vessels^  and  no  one  of  them  all  would 
have  heen  a  pistol-shot  out  of  the  way.      As 
there   were  six   intervals  between  the  vessels, 
and  each  interval  as  near  as  could  be  guessed 
at  was  a  cable's-length,  the  extent  of  the  whole 
tine  a  little  exceeded  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French,  though  they 
preserved  a  very  respectable  degree  of  order, 
were  much  less  compact,  and  by  no  means  as 
methodical  in  their  manner  of  sailing.  Some 
of  their  ships  were  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  lee- 
ward of  the  line,  and  the  intervals  were  irregu- 
lar and  ill  observed.  These  circumstances 
arose  from  several  causes,  neither  of  which 
proceeded  from  any  fault  in  the  commander-in- 
chief,  who  was  both  an  experienced  seaman 
and  a  skilful  tactician.     But  his  captains  were 
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new  to  each  other,  and  some  of  them  were 
recently  appointed  to  their  ships;  it  being  just 
as  much  a  matter  of  course  that  a  seaTnan 
should  ascertain  the  qualities  of  his  vessel,  bj 
familiarity,  as  that  a  man  should  learn  the 
character  of  his  wife  in  the  intimacy  of  wed- 
lock. 

At  the  precise  moment  of  which  we  are  now 
writing,  the  Chloe  might  have  been  about  a 
league  from  the  leading  vessel  of  the  enemv, 
and  her  position  to  leeward  of  her  own  fleet 
threatened  to  bring  her,  half  an  hour  later, 
within  range  of  the  Frenchmen's  guns.  This 
fact  was  apparent  to  all  in  the  squadron ;  still 
the  frigate  stood  on,  having  been  placed  in  that 
station,  and  the  whole  being  under  the  imme- 
diate supervision  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

^*  Denham  will  have  a  warm  berth  of  it,  sir, 
should  he  stand  on  much  longer,"  said  Greenlj) 
when  ten  minutes  more  had  passed,  during 
which  the  ships  had  gradually  drawn  nearer. 

^^I  was  hoping  he  might  get  between  the 
most  weatherly  French  frigate  and  her  lioe,^ 
answered  Sir  Gervaise;  "when  I  think,  by 
edging  rapidly  away,  we  could  take  her  alivef 
with  the  Plantagenet." 
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**  In  which  esse  we  might  as  well  clear  far 
ction  ;  such  a  manccuvre  being  certain  to  bring 
>n  a  general  engagement." 

'*  No^  no ;  I  ^m  not  quite  mad  enough  for 
that.  Master  Teleroacbus ;  but  we  can  wait  a 
little  longer  for  the  chances.  How  many  flaga 
c^  you  make,  out  among  the  enemy,  Bun- 
ting?" 

"  I  see  but  two,  Sir  Gervaise ;  one  at  the 
fore,  and  the  other  at  the  miszea,  like  our  own. 
I  can  make  out,  now,  only  twelve  ships  of  the 
line,  too  ;  neither  of  which  is  a  three-decker." 

"  So  much  for  rumour ;  as  flagrant  a  liar  as 
ever  wagged  a  tongue  1  Twelve  ships  on  two 
declcB,  and  eight  frigates,  sloops,  and  luggers. 
There  can  be  no  great  mistake  in  this." 

**  I  think  not.  Sir  Oervaiie ;  their  commao* 
deF-iiM;hief  is  in  the  fourth  ship  from  the  head 
of  tbe  line.  His  flag  is  just  discernible  by 
means  of  our  best  glass.  Ay,  there  goes  a 
signal,  this  instant,  up  at  the  end  of  his  gaff!" 
"  If  one  could  only  read  French  now,  Green- 
ly," said  the  vice-admiral,  smiling ;  "  we  might 
get  into  some  of  Mr.  de  Vervillin's  secreta 
Perhaps  it 's  an  order  to  go  to  quarters  or  to 
clear;  look  out  sharp.  Bunting,  for  any  signs 
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of  such  a  movement.     What  do  yoa  make  cf 
it?" 

"  It 's  to  the  frigates.  Sir  Genraise ;    all  ••f 
which  answer,  while  the  other  vessels  do  not.* 

"  We  want  no  French  to  read  that  sign^L 
sir,"  put  in  Greenly  ;  "  the  frigates  thems^Ur- 
telling  us  what  it  means.  Monsieur  de  Yct- 
villin  has  no  idea  of  letting  the  PlantagviDt: 
take  anything  he  has  alive^ 

This  was  true  enough.  Just  as  the  capt^  :. 
spoke  the  object  of  the  order  was  made  suB- 
ciently  apparent,  by  all  the  light  vessels  u* 
windward  of  the  French  fleet  bearing  up  t«^ 
gether,  until  they  brought  the  wind  abaft  tht-ir 
beams,  when  away  they  glided  to  leeward,  likt 
floating  objects  that  have  suddenly  struck  a 
swift  current.  Before  this  change  in  thtir 
course,  these  frigates  and  corvettes  bad  been 
struggling  along,  the  seas  meeting  them  en 
their  weather-bows,  at  the  rate  of  about  t«o 
knots,  or  rather  less ;  whereas,  their  speed  ^\i> 
now  quadrupled,  and  in  a  few  minutes  tho 
whole  of  them  had  sailed  through  the  difiennt 
intervals  in  their  main  line,  and  had  formed  as 
before,  nearly  half  a  league  to  leeward  of  it 
Here,  in  the  event  of  an  action,  their  principjl 


THE   TWO  ADMIRALS.  33S 

luties  would  bave  been  to  succour  crippled 
>hips  that  might  be  forced  out  of  their  allotted 
(tations  during  the  combat.  All  this  Sir  Oer- 
«use  viewed  with  disgust.  He  had  hoped  his 
memy  might  have  presumed  on  the  state  of  the 
elements,  and  suffered  bis  light  vessels  to  main- 
tain their  original  positions. 

"  It  would  be  a  great  triumph  to  us,  Oreen- 
\y,'*  he  said,  "if  Denham  could  pass  without 
shirting  his  berth.  There  would  be  something 
manly  and  seamanlike  in  an  inferior  fleet 
yiassing  a  superior  in  such  a  style." 

"Yes,  sir,  though  it  might  cost  us  a  fine 
Frigate.  The  count  can  have  no  difficulty  in 
fighting  his  weather  main-deck  guns,  and  a 
discharge  from  two  or  three  of  his  leading  ves- 
sels might  cut  away  some  spar  that  Denham 
would  miss  sadly,  just  at  such  a  moment." 

Sir  Oervaise  placed  his  hands  behind  his 
back,  paced  the  deck  a  minute,  and  then  said 
decidedly — 

"  Bunting,  make  the  Chloe's  signal  to  ware; 
tacking  in  this  sea,  and  under  that  short  can- 
vas^ is  out  of  the  question." 

Bunting  had  anticipated  this  order,  and 
had  even  ventured  clandestinely  to  direct  the 
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quarter-masters  to  bend  on  the  uecessary  fla^^  , 
and  Sir  Oervaise  had  scarcely  got  the   vord- 
out  of  his  mouth  before  the  signal  w^s  abroad 
The  Chloe  was  equally  on  the  alert,  for  6.*^ 
too,  each  moment,  expected  the  oommazid,  arx. 
ere    her   answering  flag   was   seen,  ber    htiT; 
was   up,   the    mizzen-staysail  down,  aod   b.r 
head  falling  off  rapidly  towards  the   eceor. 
This  movement   seemed    to    be   expected   ill 
round — ^and  it  certainly  had  been  delayed  tL 
the  very  last  moment — for  the  leading  Fmcb 
ship  fell  off  three  or  four  points,  and,  as  thx: 
frigate  was  exactly  end-on  to  ber,  let  fij  tbt 
contents  of  all  the  guns  on  her  forecastle,  as 
well  as  of  those  on  her  main-deck,  as  far  aft  i? 
they  could  be  brought  to  bear.    One  of  the 
top-sail-sheets  of  the  frigate  was  shot   avar 
by  this  rapid  and  unexpected  fire,  and  sozdc 
little  damage  was  done  to  the  standing  rigging, 
but,  luckily,  none  of  immediate  moment.    Cap- 
tain Denham  was  active,  and  the  instant  be 
found  his  topsail  flapping  he  ordered  it  dewed 
up,  and  the  mainsail  loosed.     The  latter  va< 
set,  close-reefed,  as  the  ship  came  to  the  wind 
on  the  larboard  tack,  and  by  the  time  every- 
thing was  braced  up  and  hauled  aft,  on  tlut 


THE    TWO    ADHIBALS.  S35 

KcV,  the  nain-top-sail  was  ready  to  be  sheeted 
lome  aaew.  During  the  few  minutes  that 
hese  evolutions  required  Sir  Oervaise  kept 
\\&  eye  riveted  on  the  vessel,  and  when  he 
WW  her  fairly  round,  and  trimmed  by  the 
wind  a^ain,  with  the  mainsail  dragging  her 
ahead,  to-  own  the  truth,  he  felt  mentally 
relieved. 

**  Not  a  minute  too  soon,  Sir  Gervaise," 
observed  the  cautious  Greenly,  smiling.  "  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  Denham  bears  more 
from  that  fellow  at  the  head  of  the  French 
line.  His  weather  chase-guns  are  exactly  in 
%  range  with  the  frigate,  and  the  two  upper 
ones  might  be  worked  well  enough." 

"  I  think  not,  Greenly.  The  forecastle  gun, 
possibly ;  scarcely  anything  below  it." 

Sir  Oervaise  proved  to  be  partly  right  and 
partly  wrong.  The  Frenchman  did  attempt  a 
fire  with  his  main-deck  gun ;  but,  at  the  first 
plunge  of  the  ship,  a  sea  slapped  up  against 
her  weather-bow  and  sent  a  column  of  water 
through  the  port,  that  drove  half  its  crew  into 
the  lee-scuppers.  In  the  midst  of  this  water- 
spout the  gun  exploded,  the  lo^erhead  having 
been  applied  an  instant  before,  giving  a  sort 
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of  chaotic  wildoess  to  the  scene  in-board.     Th> 
satisfied  the  party  below,  though  that  on  il^^ 
forecastle  fared  better.      The  last  fired   their 
gun  several  times,  and  always  without   successw 
This  failure  proceeded  from   a  cause   that  U 
seldom  sufficiently  estimated  by  nautical  giio- 
ners;  the  shot  having  swerved  from  the  lict* 
of  sight,  by  the  force  of  the  wind  against  which 
it  flew,  two  or  three  hundred  feet,  by  the  tiise 
it  had  gone   the   mile  that  lay   between    the 
vessels.     Sir  Oervaise  anxiously  watched  the 
eflect  of  the  fire,  and  perceiving  that  all  the 
shot  fell  to  leeward  of  the  Chloe,  he  ^as  no 
longer  uneasy  about  that  vessel,  and  he  begai) 
to  turn  his  attention  to  other  and  more  import- 
ant concerns. 

As  we  are  now  approaching  a  moment  when 
it  is  necessary  that  the  reader  should  receive 
some  tolerably  distinct  impressions  of  the  rela- 
tive  positions  of  the  two  entire  fleets,  we  shall 
close  the  present  chapter  here,  reserving  the 
duty  of  explanation  for  the  commencement  of 
a  new  one. 


END   OP  THE  SECOND   VOLUME. 


London :  Printed  1^  Samuel  Bentley,  Bangor  Houm,  Shoe  ?^»f 
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though  far  to  the  westward,  where  the  chan::el 
received  the  winds  and  waves  from  the  who'c 
rake  of  the  Adantic,  and  the  seas  were  settLn^ 
in,  in  the  long  regular  swells  of  the  ocean,  s 
little  disturbed  by  the  influence  of  the  tides. 
Ships  as  heavy  as  the  two-deckers  moved  &!on^ 
with  groaning  efforts,  their  bulk-heads  utd  titrr- 
bers  *^  complaining,''  to  use  the  language  of  ibe 
sea,  as  the  huge  masses,  loaded  with  their  Iraa 
artillery,  rose  and  sunk  on  the  coming  and  re- 
ceding billows.  But  their  movements  were 
stately  and  full  of  majesty ;  whereas  the  cutler^ 
sloop,  and  even  the  frigates,  seemed  to  be  tossed 
like  foam,  very  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  ele- 
ments. The  Chloe  was  passing  the  adniinJ, 
on  the  opposite  tack,  quite  a  mile  to  lee^arJ, 
and  yet,  as  she  mounted  to  the  summit  of  2 
wave,  her  cut-water  was  often  visible  nearly  to 
the  keel.  These  are  the  trials  of  a  vessti's 
strength;  for,  were  a  ship  alwa3*s  water-borne 
equally  on  all  her  lines,  there  would  not  be  the 
necessity  which  now  exists  to  make  her  the 
well-knit  mass  of  wood  and  iron  she  is. 

The  progress  of  the  two  fleets  was  very  much 
the  same,  both  squadrons  struggling  alon:; 
through  the  billows,  at  the  rate  of  about  a 
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arine  league  in  the  hour.  As  no  lofty  sail 
Bs  carried,  and  the  vessels  were  first  made  in 
>e  haze  of  a  clouded  morning,  the  ships  had 
ot  become  visible  to  each  other  until  nearer 
tian  fx>[nnion ;  and,  by  the  time  at  which  we 
lave  now  arrived  rn  our  tale,  the  leading  ves- 
k\s  were  separated  by  a  space  that  did  not  ex- 
ceed tyro  miles,  esUmatlng  the  distance  only  on 
their  respective  lines  of  sailing;  though  there 
would  be  about  the  same  space  between  them 
when  abreast,  the  English  being  so  much  to 
windward  of  their  enemies.  Any  one  in  the 
least  familiar  with  nautical  manceuvres  will  un- 
derstand that  these  circumstances  would  bring 
the  van  of  the  French  and  the  rear  of  their 
foes  much  nearer  u^ether  in  passing,  both 
Beets  being  close-hauled. 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
watched  the  progress  of  the  two  lines  with 
c\o»  and  intelligent  attention.  Mons.  de  Ver- 
villin  did  the  same  from  the  poop  of  Le  Fou- 
droyant,  a  noble  eighty-gun  ship,  in  which  his 
iig<^  vice-admiral  was  flying,  as  it  might  be  in 
deRance.  By  the  side  of  the  former  stood 
Greenly,  Bunting,  and  Bury,  the  Plantagenet's 
first  lieutenant ;  by  the  side  of  the  latter  his 
bS 
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capitaine  de  vaisseau^  a  man  as  Utile    like  t:^ 
caricatures  of  such  officers,  as  a  hostile   feellr.^ 
has  laid  before  the  readers  of  English  liieratLirc.. 
as  Washington  was  like  the  man  held    up  tc 
odium   in   the   London  journals,  at  the   oxr.- 
mencement  of  the  gi'eat  American  war.     31.  li^c 
Vervillin   himself    was  a  man  of  re$pectaL.*= 
birth,  of  a  scientific   education,   and  of  gre^: 
familiarity  with  ships,  so  far  as  a  knowledge  c:' 
their  general  powers  and  principles  was  cur- 
cerned;   but  here  his  professional  excelitrnce 
ceased,  all  that  infinity  of  detail  which  compo=o 
the  distinctive   merit  of  the  practical  seair>^r 
being,  in  a  great  degree,  unknown  to  him,  ren- 
dering it  necessary  for  him  to  think  in  moments 
of  emergency ;  periods  when  the  really  prime 
mariner  seems  more  to  act  by  a  sort  of  insiif^ 
than  by  any  very  intelligible  process  of  ratioci- 
nation.    With  his  fleet  drawn  out  before  him. 
however,  and  with  no  unusual  demands  on  hi^ 
resources,  this  gallant  officer  was  an  exceedingK 
formidable  foe  to  contend  with  in  squadron. 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  lost  all  his  constitution^ 
and  feverish  impatience  while  the  fleets  dn^ii 
nigher  and  nigher.  As  is  not  unusual  wltb 
brave  men,  who  are  naturally  excitable^  as  the 
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sis  approached  he  grew  calmer,  and  obtained 
jiore  perfect  command  over  himself;  seeing 
1   thing!)    in  their   true   colours,   and   feeling 
ore    and    more  equal  to  control   them.     He 
mtinued   to  walk  the  poop,  but  it  was  with  a 
lower  step;  and,  though  his  hands  were  still 
Voaed   behind  hb  back,  the  fingers  were  pas- 
ive,  while  his  countenance  became  grave  and 
lb  eje  thoughtful.    Greenly  knew  that  bis  in- 
xrference  would  now  be  hazardous ;  for  when- 
ever   the    vice-admiral    assumed   that  air,   he 
YitemMy  became  commander-in-chief:  and  any 
attempt  to  control  or  influence  him,  unless  sus- 
tained by  the  communication  of  new  facts,  could 
only  draw  down  resentment  on  hb  own  head. 
Bunting,  too,  was  aware  that  the  "  admiral  was 
aboard,"    as  the   officers,   among    themselves, 
used  to  describe  thb  state  of  their  superior's 
mind,  and  was  prepared  to  discharge  his  own 
invy  in  the  most  silent  and  rapid  manner  in  hu 
power.     All  the   others  present  felt  more  or 
less  of  this  same  influence  of  an   establuhed 
character. 

"  Mr.  Bunting,"  said  Sir  Gervaise,  when  the 
distance  between  the  Plantagenet  and  Le  T6< 
m^rure,  the  leading  French  vessel,  might  have 
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been  about  a  league,  allowing  for  the  diFcr- 
ence  in  the  respective  lines  of  sailing —  **  3//. 
Bunting,  bend  on  the  signal  for  the  ships  io 
go  to  quarters.  We  may  as  well  be  reatly  Tl-t 
any  turn  of  the  dice." 

No  one  dared  to  comment  on  this  order :  k 
was  obeyed  in  readiness  and  silence. 

"  Signal  ready,  Sir  Gervaise,**  said  Buntirc. 
the  instant  the  last  flag  was  in  its  place. 

*^  Run  it  up  at  once,  sir,  and  have  a  briz^  t 
look-out  for  the  answers.  Captain  Greenly,  p 
to  quarters,  and  see  all  clear  on  the  main-decL 
to  use  the  batteries  if  wanted.  The  people  cm 
stand  fast  below,  as  I  think  it  might  be  danger- 
ous to  open  the  ports." 

Captain  Greenly  passed  oiF  the  poop  to  tL^ 
quarter-deck,  and  in  a  minute  the  drum  an  J 
fife  struck  up  the  air  which  is  known  all  over 
the  civilised  world  as  the  call  to  arms.  Ic 
most  services  this  summons  is  made  by  tbe 
drum  alone,  which  emits  sounds  to  which  the 
&ncy  has  attached  peculiar  words ;  those  of 
the  soldiers  of  France  being  **  prend  tan  sac  — 
prend  ton  sac  — prend  ton  sac^^  no  bad  repre- 
sentatives of  the  meaning ;  but  in  English  anJ 
American  ships,  this  appeal  is  usually  made  Id 
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impany  with  the  notes  or  the  "  ear-pierciog' 
fei"  which  gives  it  a  melody  that  might  other- 
'ise  be  ^ranting. 

**  Signal  answered  throughout  the  fleet.  Sir 
jervaise,"  said  Bunting. 

No  answer  was  given  to  this  report  beyond 
\  (\uiet  inclination  of  the  head.  After  a  mo- 
ment's pause,  however,  the  vice-admiral  turned 
to  bis  signal  officer,  and  said  — 

**  I  should  think,  Bunting,  no  captain  can 
need  an  order  to  tell  him  not  to  open  his  lee- 
\ower  deck  ports  in  such  a  s^a  as  this?" 

"  I  rather  fancy  not,  Sir  Gervaise,"  answered 
Bunting,  looking  droUy  at  the  boiling  element 
that  gushed  up  each  minute  from  beneath  the 
bouom  of  the  ship,  in  a  way  to  appear  as  high 
as  the  hammock-cloths.  "  The  people  at  the 
na;n-deck  guns  would  have  rather  a  wet  time 
ofit." 

"  Bend  on  the  signal,  sir,  for  the  ships 
Astern  to  keep  in  the  vice-admiral's  wake. 
Young  gentleman,"  to  the  midshipman  who 
always  acted  as  his  aid  in  battle,  "  tell  Captain 
Greenly  I  desire  to  see  him  as  soon  as  be  has 
recnved  all  the  reports." 
Down  to  the  moment  when  the  first  t^  of 
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the  drum  was  heard,  the  Plantagenet  bad  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  singular  quiet  and  unconcerri* 
considering  the  circumstances  in  which  she  v&^ 
placed.  A  landsman  would  scarcely  credit  thit 
men  could  be  so  near  their  enemies,  and  di^ 
play  so  much  indifference  to  their  vicinity ;  ba: 
this  was  the  result  of  long  habit,  and  a  certiuD 
marine  instinct  that  tells  the  sailor  when  any- 
thing serious  is  in  the  wind,  and  when  dol 
The  difference  in  the  force  of  the  two  fleets, 
the  heavy  gale,  and  the  weatherly  position  of 
the  English,  all  conspired  to  assure  the  crtw 
that  nothing  decisive  could  yet  occur.  Here 
and  there  an  officer  or  an  old  seaman  might  be 
seen  glancing  through  a  port  to  ascertain  tht 
force  and  position  of  the  French ;  but,  oa  ttiC 
whole,  their  fleet  excited  little  more  attentit;^ 
than  if  lying  at  anchor  in  Cherbourg.  Tbc 
breakfast  hour  was  approaching,  and  that  im- 
portant event  monopolised  the  principal  interest 
of  the  moment.  The  officers*  boys,  in  particular, 
began  to  make  their  appearance  around  the  gal- 
ley, provided,  as  usual,  with  their  pots  and 
dishes,  and,  now  and  then,  one  cast  a  careless 
glance  through  the  nearest  opening  to  see  bov 
the  strangers  looked ;  but  as  to  warfare,  there 
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ppearance  of  it  between 
rights  of  the  different 
the  two  great  belligerent 

f  things  materially  diSer- 
or  cock-pit,  or  on  the 
people  of  a  two-decked 
:he  lower  gun-deck,  and 
ip  "  is  more  necessary  to 
traction,  before  going  to 

I  to  smaller  craft;  though 
long  as  the  bi^s,  mess- 
ilar  appliances  were  left 
tions,  Jack  saw  little  rea- 
:lf;  and  as  reports  were 
time  to  time,  respecting 
enemy,  and  more  espe- 

to  leeward,  few  of  those 

II  them  on  deck  troubled 
natter  at  all.  This  hahit 
ine  as  attached  to  that  of 
ing  himself  as  a  point  on 
ok  on  ourselves  as  par- 
accompany  in  its  revolu- 
eneral  among  mariners; 
so  as  respects  the  sailors 
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of  a  fleet,  who  were  kept  so  much  at  sea^  sid 
who  had  been  so  often  with  all  sorts  of  resulis, 
in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  The  serene  tb^ 
was  passing  in  the  gun-room  at  the  precise 
moment  at  which  our  tale  has  anivedy  was  so 
characteristic,  in  particular,  as  to  merit  a  brkH 
description. 

All  the  idlers  by  this  time  were  out  of  their 
berths  and  cots ;  the  signs  of  those  who  ^  slept 
in  the  country,"  as  it  is  termed,  or  who  were 
obliged,  for  want  of  state-rooms,  to  sling  in  the 
common  apartment,  having  disappeared.     31<- 
grath  was  reading  a  treatise  on  medicine,  in 
good  Leyden  Latin,  by  a  lamp.     The  purser 
was   endeavouring   to  decipher  his   stewards 
hieroglyphics,  favoured  by  the  same  light,  and 
the  captain  of  marines  was  examining  the  loci: 
of  an  aged   musket.      The  third  and  fourJi 
lieutenants  were  helping  each   other   to  un- 
tangle one  of  their  BayH>f-Biscay  reckonin^^, 
which  had  set  both  plane  and  spherical  trigo- 
nometry at  defiance,  by  a  lamp  of  their  own ; 
and  the  chaplain  was  hurrying  the  steward  siid 
the  boys  along  with  the  breakfast— -his  usuil 
occupation   at   that  ** witching  time''  in  the 
morning. 
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'Wliile  tilings  were  in  this  stete,  the  first  lie 
«nant,  ]Mr.  Buiy,  appeared  in  the  gun-rooi 
His  arrivsl  caused  one  or  two  of  the  mess 
gVance  upward  at  him,  though  no  one  spol 
but  the  junior  lieutenant,  who|  being  an  honou 
able,  was  at  bis  ease  witli  every  one  on  boar 
sViott  of  the  captain. 

"  AVhat's  the  news  from  deck,  Buiy?"  ask 
this  officer,  a  youth  of  twenty,  his  senior  beii 
a  man  ten  years  older.  "  Is  Mr.  de  Vervill 
thinkiitg  of  running  away  yet?" 

**  Not  he,  sir ;  there's  too  much  of  the  gam 
cock  about  him  for  that" 

"  I'll  warrant  you,  he  can  eron!  But  wli 
is  the  news,  Bury?" 

"  The  news  is  that  the  old  Planter  is  as  v 
as  a  washtub,  forward,  and  I  must  have 
dry  jacket — do  you  hear,  there,  Tom  ?  Soun 
ings,"  turning  to  the  master,  who  just  th 
came  in  from  forward,  "  have  yon  taken  a  lo 
out  of  doors  this  morning?" 

"  You  know  I  seldom  forget  that,  Mr.  Bui 
A  pretty  pickle  the  ship  would  soon  be  in,  \\ 
ibrgot  to  look  about  me ! " 

"  He  swallowed  the  deep-sea,  down  in  t 
bay,"  cried   the   honourable,  laughing,  **  oi 


THE   TWO    ADMIRALS.  V. 

*'  1  *in  answered  as  usual,  geDtlemen,  atu 
voted  down,  I  suppose  by  acdamaiion,  as  the; 
call  it  in  oUier  learned  bodies.  I  would  iidTis< 
no  creature  that  has  a  reason  to  go  to  sea ;  ai 
instinct  being  all  that  is  needed  to  make  a  Lon 
High  Admiral  of  twenty  tails." 

"  I  should  like  Sir  Jatvy  to  hear  that,  m 
man  of  books,"  cried  the  fourth,  who  had  juj 
satisfied  himself  that  a  book  was  not  his  owi 
forte  —  "I  fancy  your  instinct,  doctor,  wil 
prevent  you  from  whispering  this  in  the  vice 
adoiiral's  ear!" 

Although  Magrath  had  a  profound  respec 
for  the  commander-in-chief,  he  was  averse  t 
giving  in,  in  a  gun-room  discussion.  Hi 
answer,  therefore,  partook  of  the  feeling  ofth 
moment. 

"  Sir  Gervaise,"  (he  pronounced  this  wor 
Jairvis)  "  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,  honourable  sir, 
he  said,  with  a  sneer,  "  may  be  a  good  sec 
man,  but  he's  no  linguist.  Now,  there  he  wai 
ashore  among  the  dead  and  dying,  just  as  i{ 
Dorant  of  the  meaning  oi  JUius  mdlitis,  which 
boys'  X^tin,  as  if  he  had.  never  seen  a  hort 
book  I  Nevertheless,  gentlemen,  it  is  scieno 
ind  not  even  the  classics,  that  makes  the  mai 
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>b5airve  ;  and  so  my  theory  is  establtsfaedt 
bvidenGe  of  a  psirty  coDcerned;  which  is  m 
than  a  postulate  logically  requires." 

Here  AlagratJi  dropped  his  book,  and  ]aug 

with    that  sort  of  hissing  sound  that  seems 

culiar  to  the  genus  of  which  he  formed  a  p 

He   was  still  indulging  in  hia  triumph,  w 

the  first  tap  of  the  drum  was  heard.     All 

tened ;   erery  ear  pricking  like  that  of  a  < 

that  hears  the  hound,  wlien  there  followet 

"  r-r-r-ap   tap  —  r-r-r-ap   tap  —  r-r-r-ap 

a-tap-tap  —  rap-a-tap  —  a-rap-a-tap  a-rap-a 

—  a-tap-tap." 

"  Instinct  or  reason,  Sir  Jarvy  is  goinj 
(quarters  ! "  exclaimed  the  honourable.  " 
no  notion  we  were  near  enough  to  the  !kJ 
sieurs,  for  that ! " 

"  Now,"  said  Magrath,  with  a  grinning  sti 
as  he  rose  to  descend  to  the  cock-pit,  "  thei 
may  be  arise  an  occasion  for  a  little  learn 
when  I  '11  promise  ye  all  the  science  that 
be  mustered  in  my  unworthy  knowledge.  Soi 
ings,  I  may  have  to  heave  the  lead  in 
depths  of  your  physical  formation,  in  wi 
cue  I  '11  just  endeevour  to  avoid  the  brea 
of  ignorance." 
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readiness  to  hoist  the  new  signal,  and  Greenly 
cuerely  ^nraited  for  the  reports,  to  join  the  com- 
luander-in-cbief.  In  about  five  minutes  after 
the  drum  had  given  its  first  tap,  these  were 
completed,  and  the  captain  ascended  to  the 
poop. 

^'  By  standing  on,  on  our  present  course.  Cap- 
tain Greenly,''  observed  Sir  Gervaise,  anxious  to 
justify  to  himself  the  evolution  he  contemplated, 
**  the  rear  of  our  line  and  the  van  of  the  French 
will  be  brought  within  fair  range  of  shot  from 
each  other,  and,  by  an  accident,  we  might  lose 
a   ship;   since   any  vessel   that  was   crippled, 
would  necessarily  sag  directly  down  upon  the 
enemy.     Now,  I  propose  to  keep  away  in  the 
Plantagenet,  and  just  brush   past  the  leading 
French  ships,  at  about  the  distance  the  War- 
spite  will  have  to  pass,  and  so  alter  the  face  of 
matters  a  little.     What  do  you  think  would  be 
the  consequence  of  such  a  manoeuvre?'' 

**  That  the  van  of  our  line  and  the  van  of  the 
French  will  be  brought  as  near  together,  as 
you  have  just  said  must  happen  to  the  rear.  Sir 
Gervaise,  in  any  case." 

**  It  does  not  require  a  mathematician  to  tell 
that  much,  sir.    You  will  keep  away,  as  soon  as 
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lower-deck  guns,  in  such  weather,  and  we  will 
keep  all  fast.  Should  the  French  commence 
the  sport,  we  shall  have  the  advantage  of  being 
Xo  ivindward ;  and  the  loss  of  a  few  weather 
shrouds  might  bring  down  the  best  mast  in 
their  fleet." 

Greenly  made  no  answer,  though  he  per- 
fectly understood  that  the  loss  of  a  mast  would 
a\most  certainly  ensure  the  loss  of  the  ship,  did 
one  of  his  own  heavier  spars  go.  But  this  was 
Sir  Gervaise's  greatest  weakness  as  a  com- 
mander, and  he  knew  it  would  be  useless  to 
attempt  persuading  him  to  suffer  a  single  ship 
under  bis  order  to  pass  the  enemy  nearer  than 
he  went  himself  in  the  Plantagenet.  This  waa 
what  he  called  covering  his  ships ;  though  il 
amounted  to  no  more  than  putting  ail  of  them 
in  the  jeopardy  that  hi^pened  to  be  unavoidable, 
as  regarded  one  or  two. 

The  Comte  de  Vervillin  seemed  at  a  loss  to 
understand  this  sudden  and  extraordinary  move- 
ment in  the  van  of  his  enemy.  His  signalt 
followed,  and  his  crews  went  to  their  guns ;  bul 
it  was  not  an  easy  matter  for  ships  that  pen 
KTered  in  hugging  the  wind  to  make  anj 
material  alteratitms  in   their  relative  positions 
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"  His  tine  is  lubberly,  after  all,  Greenlv ' 
Lodi  at  those  two  ships  astern  —  tbey  we  oear 
half  a  mile  to  windward  of  the  rest  of  ilie 
fleet,  and  at  least  half  a  mile  astern.  Hev, 
Greenly  ?" 

The  captain  turned  towards  the  Tea  of  tlie 
French,  and  examined  the  positions  of  the  tvo 
ships  mentioned  with  sufficient  deliberaiion : 
but  Sir  Gervaise  dropped  his  head  in  a  muring 
manner,  and  began  to  pace  the  poop  agiir:. 
Once  or  twice  he  stopped  to  look  at  the  re^  of 
the  French  line,  then  distant  from  him  quiie] 
league,  and  as  often  did  he  resume  bis  walk. 

*'  Bunting,"  said  the  vice-ndmirai,  mildlv, 
"  come  this  way  a  moment.  Our  last  signil 
was  to  keep  in  the  command  er-in-chiePs  w.ike, 
and  to  follow  his  motions  ?"- 

"  It  was,  Sir  Gervaise.  The  old  order  lo 
follow  motions,  '  with  or  nithout  signnls,'  ts 
one  might  say." 

"  Bend  ou  the  signals  to  close  up  in  line, 
as  iienr  as  safe,  and  to  carry  sail  by  the  Hng- 
ship." 

"  Ay,  ay.  Sir  Gervaise  —  we  '11  have  'era 
both  np  in  live  minutes,  sir." 

The  commander-in-chief  now  even  seeaied 


THE   TWO    ADMIRALS. 


:>\eased.     His  physical  excitement  returned 

little,  and  a  smile  struggled  round  his  lip.     H 

eye  glanced  at  Greenly,  to  see  if  he  were  su 

^ected,  and  then  all  his  calmness  of  exteri 

returned.     In  the  meantime  the  signals  we 

made  and  answered.     The  latter  circnmstan 

was  reported  to  Sir  Gervaise,  who  cast  his  ey 

down  the  line  astern,  and  saw  that  the  differe 

%hips  were  already  bracing  in,  and  easing  « 

tbeir  sheets,  in  order  to  diminish  the  spaces  b 

tween  the  different  vessels.     As  soon  as  it  w 

apparent  that  the  Carnatic  was  drawing  ahee 

Captain  Greenly  was  told  to  lay  his  main  ai 

fore-yards  nearly  square,  to  light  up  all  his  sta 

sail  sheets,  and  to  keep  away  sufficiently 

make  every  thing  draw.     Although  these  o 

ders  occasioned  surprise,  they  were  implicil 

obeyed. 

The  moment  of  meeting  had  now  come, 
consequence  of  having  kept  away  so  much,  t 
.  Planlagenet  cotild  not  be  quite  three>fourths 
a  mile  on  the  weather-bow  of  Le  Timeraii 
coming  up  rapidly,  and  threatening  a  semi-trai 
verse  fire.  In  order  to  prevent  this,  the  Fren' 
ship  edged  off  a  little,  giving  herself  an  easi 
and  more  rapid  movement  through  the  watt 
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and  bringing  her  own  broidside  more  birlj 
to  the  shock.  This  evolution  was  fbllovcd  hj 
the  two  next  ships,  a  little  prem&tarely,  pa- 
haps ;  but  the  admiral  in  Le  FoHdnyant,  dis- 
daining to  edge  ofT  from  her  enero;,  kept  ber 
luff.  The  ships  astern  were  governed  by  the 
course  of  their  superior.  This  change  prodooed 
B  little  disorder  in  the  van  of  the  French,  metmc- 
ing  still  greater,  unless  one  party  or  the  other 
receded  from  the  course  taken.  But  tiine 
pressed,  and  the  two  fleets  were  closing  so  bat 
OS  to  induce  other  thoughts. 

"  There 's  lubberly  work  for  you,  Greenly  1  * 
said  Sir  Gervaise,  smiling.  "  A  commander-in- 
chief  headed  up  with  the  bowlines  dragged,  ud 
his  second  and  third  ahead  —  not  to  say  foonh 
■ —  running  off  with  the  wind  abeam  !  Nov,  if 
we  can  knock  the  Comte  off  a  couple  of  points, 
in  passing,  all  his  fellows  astern  will  follow,  and 
the  Warspite  and  Blenheim  and  Thunderer  will 
slip  by  like  girls  in  a  country-dance!  Senl 
Bury  down  to  the  main-deck,  with  orders  to 
be  ready  with  those  eighteens." 

Greenly  obeyed,  of  course ;  and  he  b^an  to 
think  better  of  audacity  in  naral  warfare,  than  be 
had  done  before,  that  day.     This  was  tbe  usual 
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>urse  of  things  with  these  two  officers;   one 
rguing  aod  deciding  according  to  the  dictates 
f  a  cool  judgment,  and  the  other  following  his 
Dapulses  quite  as  much  as  anything  else,  until 
acts  supervened   to  prove  that  human  things 
sure  as  much  controlled  by  adventitious  agencies, 
the  results  of  remote  and  unseen  causes,  as  by 
any  well-digested  plans  laid  at  the  moment.    In 
\hevT  cooler  hours,  when  they  came  to  reason  on 
the  past,   the  vice-admiral  generally  consum- 
mated bis  triumphs,  by  reminding  his  captain 
that  if  he  had  not  been  in  the  way  of  luck,  he 
never  could  have  profited  by  it;  no  bad  creed 
for  a  naval  officer,  who  is  otherwise  prudent 
and  vigilant. 

The  quarter-masters  of  the  fleet  were  just 
slTiktng  six  bells^  or  proclaiming  that  it  was 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  watch,  as   the 
Plantagenet  and  Z>  Temiraire   came  abeam 
of  each  other.     Both  ships  lurched  heavily  in 
the  troughs  of  the  seas,  and  both  rolled  to 
Vmdward  in  stately  majesty,  and  yet  both  slid 
through  the  brine  with  a  momentum  that  re- 
sembled the  imperceptible  motion  of  a  planet. 
The  water  rolled  back  from  their  black  sides  and 
shining  hammock-cloths,  and  all  the  other  dark 
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panoply  that  distinguishes  a  ship  of  wtr 
with  the  spray;  but  no  sign  of  bostititp 
ceeded  from  either.  The  French  aduural 
no  signal  to  engage,  mid  Sir  Gervaise  had 
sons  of  his  own  for  wishing  to  pass  the 
van,  if  possible^  unnoticed.  Minute  passed 
minute  in  breathless  silence,  on  board 
Plantagenet  and  the  Carnatic, .  the  latter 
being  now  but  half  a  cable's  length  astern  of  the 
admiral.  Every  eye  that  had  any  outlet  far 
such  a  purpose,  was  riveted  on  the  mmn^dtxk 
ports  of  Z>  Timiraircj  in  expectation  of  aeeiDg 
the  fire  issue  from  her  guns.  Each  instaDC, 
however,  lessened  the  chances,  as  regarded  diat 
particular  vessel,  which  was  soon  out  of  the  tine  of 
fire  from  the  Plantagenet,  when  the  same  scene 
was  to  follow  with  the  same  result,  in  conneoboa 
with  Le  Qmquereur,  the  second  ship  of  the 
French  line.  Sir  Gervaise  smiled  as  he  paand 
the  three  first  ships,  seemingly  unnoticed ;  bet 
as  he  drew  nearer  to  the  admiral,  he  fidt  coafi- 
dent  this  impunity  must  cease. 

*^  What  they  mean  by  it  all,  Greenly,"  he 
observed  to  hb  companion,  **  is  more  than  I 
can  say ;  but  we  will  go  nearer,  and  try  to  fiad 
out.     Keep  her  away  a  little  more^  air;  keep 
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er  a^pray  half  a  point"  Greenly  was  not  dts- 
osed  to  remonstrate  now,  for  his  prudent  tem- 
erament  was  yielding  to  the  excitement  of  the 
Doment,  just  reversing  the  traits  of  Sir  Ger- 
raise's  character — the  one  losing  his  extreme 
discretion  in  feeling,  as  the  other  gained  by  the 
pressure  of  circumstances.  The  helm  was  eased 
a  little,  and  the  ship  sheered  nearer  to  Le 
¥owdroyant. 

As  is  usual  in  all  services,  the  French  com- 
mander-in-chief was  in  one  of  the  best  vessels 
of  his   fleet.     Not  only  was  the  Foudroyant  a 
heavy  ship,  carrying  French  forty-twos  below, 
a  circumstance  that  made  her  rate  as  an  eighty, 
but  like  the  Plantagenet,  she  was  one  of  the 
fastest  and  most  weatherly  vessel  of  her  class 
ki^own.     By  ^'hugging  the  wind,"  this  noble 
vessel  had  got,  by  this  time,  materially  to  wind- 
ward of  her  second  and  third  ahead,  and  had 
increased  her  dbtance  essentially  from  her  sup- 
ports astern.     In  a  word,  she  was  far  from 
V)dng  in  a  position  to  be  sustained  as  she  ought 
to  be,  unless  she  edged  off  herself,  a  movement 
that  no  one  on  board  her  seemed  to  contem- 
plate. 

"  He 's  a  noble  fellow,  Greenly,  that  Comte 

c  2 
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de  Vervillin ! "  murmared  Sir  Gendse,  in  a 
tone  of  admiration^  *^  and  so  have  I  always  (bond 
him,  and  so  have  I  always  reported  him,  too ! 
The  fools  about  the  Gazettes,  and  the  knaves 
about  the  offices,  may  splutter  as  they  will — 
M .  de  Vervillin  would  give  them  plenty  of  oc- 
cupation were  they  here.  I  question  if  be 
mean  to  keep  off  in  the  least,  but  inasts  oa 
holding  every  inch  he  can  gain." 

The  next  moment,  however,  satisfied  Sr 
Gervaise  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  last  cqd> 
jecture,  the  bows  of  the  Foudroyant  gradrnDr 
falling  off,  until  the  line  of  her  larboard  gam 
bore,  when  she  made  a  general  dischai^  of  tbe 
whole  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  those  oo 
the  lower  deck.  The  Plantagenets  waited  until 
the  ship  rose  on  a  sea,  and  then  they  retained 
the  compliment  in  the  same  manner.  The  Ctr- 
natic's  side  showed  a  sheet  of  flame  immeo 
diately  after ;  and  the  Achilles,  Lord  Morguk, 
luffing  briskly  to  the  wind,  so  as  to  bring  her 
guns  to  bear,  followed  up  the  game,  like  flashes 
of  lightning.  All  three  of  these  ships  had  di* 
rected  their  fire  at  Le  Foudroyant,  and  the 
smoke  had  not  yet  driven  from  among  her 
spars,  when  Sir   Gervaise  perceived  that  all 
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three  of  her  topmasts  were  hanging  to  leeward. 
At  this  sight  Greenly  fiurly  sprang  from  the 
deck,  and  gave  three  cheers.  The  men  below 
caught  up  the  ciy,  even  to  those  who  were,  in 
a  manner,  buried  on  the  lower  deck,  and  pre- 
sently, spite  of  the  gale,  the  Camatic's  were 
heard  following  their  example  astern.  At  this 
uistant  the  whole  French  and  English  lines 
opened  their  fire,  from  van  to  rear,  as  far  as 
their  guns  would  bear,  or  the  shot  tell. 

**  Now,  sir,  now  is  our  time  to  close  with  De 
Vervillin  I"  exclaimed  Greenly,  the  instant  he 
perceived  the  manner  in  which  his  ship  was 
crippled.  **  In  our  close  order  we  might  hope 
to  make  a  thorough  wreck  of  him." 

**  Not  so,  Greenly,"  returned  Sir  Gervaise» 
calmly.  **  Yon  see  he  edges  away  already,  and 
will  be  down  among  his  other  ships  in  five 
minutes;  we  should  have  a  general  action  with 
twice  our  force.  What  is  done,  is  well  done, 
and  we  will  let  it  stand.  It  is  something  to  have 
dismasted  the  enemy's  commander-in-chief;  do 
you  look  to  it  that  the  enemy  don't  do  the  same 
with  ours.  I  heard  shot  rattling  alof^  and 
every  thing  now  bears  a  hard  strain." 

Greenly  went  to  look  after  his  duty,  while 
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Sir  Gervaise  continued  to  pace  the  poopu  TW 
whole  of  Le  Foudroyanf  s  fire  had  beea  fi- 
rected  at  the  Plantagenet,  but  so  roi^  was  llie 
ocean  that  not  a  shot  touched  the  hulL  A  fiole 
injury  had  been  done  aloft,  but  nothing  that  the 
ready  skill  of  the  seamen  was  not  aUe  to  repdr, 
even  in  that  rough  weather.  The  fact  is,  motf 
of  the  shot  had  touched  the  waves,  and  htd 
flown  off  from  their  varying  surfaces  at  enxj 
angle  that  offered.  One  of  the  secrets  tht 
Sir  Gervaise  had  taught  his  captains  was  to 
avoid  hitting  the  sur&ce  of  the  sea,  if  pon> 
ble,  unless  that  surface  was  reasonably  smoodi, 
and  the  object  intended  to  be  injured  wis 
near  at  hand.  Then  the  French  admini  r^ 
ceived  the  Jtrst  fire  — -  always  the  most  destruc- 
tive —  of  three  fresh  vessels,  and  his  mjories 
were  in  proportion* 

The  scene  was  now  animated,  and  not  will* 
out  a  wild  magnificence.  The  gale  coDtinoal 
as  heavy  as  ever,  and  with  the  raging  of  the 
ocean  and  the  howling  of  the  winds,  mingled 
the  roar  of  artillery,  and  the  smoky  canopy  of 
battle.  Still  the  destruction  on  neither  side 
bore  any  proportion  to  the  grandeur  of  the  s^ 
companiments;  the  distance  and  the  nnsteadi- 
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ess  of  the  ships  preventing  much  accuracy  of 
iio*        lo    that  day,  a  large  two-decked  ship 
lever    carried  heavier  metal  than  an  eighteen 
sbove  lier  lower  batteries ;  and  this  gun,  effici-* 
sot  as  it  is  on  most  occasions,  does  not  bring 
with  it  the  fearful  destruction  that  attends  a 
more  modern  broadside.  There  was  a  good  deal 
of  noise,  notwithstanding,  and  some  blood  shed 
in  psasing;  but,  on  the  whole,  when  the  War- 
spite,  the  last  of  the  English  ships,  ceased  her 
fire,  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  enemy 
tJbceast  of  her,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
tell  that  any  vessel  but  Le  Foudroyant  had  been 
doing  more  than  saluting.      At  this    instant 
Greenly  re-appeared  on  the  poop,  his  own  ship 
having  ceased  to  fire  for  several  minutes. 

^*  Well,  Greenly,  the  main-deck  guns  are  at 
least  scaled,"  said  Sir  Gervaise,  smiling;  *^  and 
that  is  not  to  be  done  over  again  for  some  time. 
You  keep  every  thing  ready  in  the  batteries,  I 
trust?" 

^^  We  are  all  ready,  Sir  Gervaise,  but  there 

is  nothing  to  be  done.     It  would  be  useless  to 

waste  our  ammunition  at  ships  quite  two  miles 

\&nder  our  lee." 

"Very  true — very  true,  sir.      But  atl  the 
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Frenchmen  are  not  quite  so  &r  to  leevsri. 
Greenly,  as  you  may  see  by  looiuDg  ahod. 
Yonder  two,  at  least,  are  not  absolotdy  out  of 
harm's  way ! " 

Greenly  turned,  gazed  an  instant  in  the  direo- 
tion  in  which  the  commander-in-chief  pointed, 
and  then  the  truth  of  what  Sir  Gerraise  bad  reiDy 
in  view  in  keeping  away  flashed  on  his  mind, 
as  it  might  be,  at  a  glance.  Without  saying  a 
word,  he  immediately  quitted  the  poop,  md, 
descending  even  to  the  lower  deck,  passed 
through  the  whole  of  his  batteries,  giriog  Us 
orders,  and  examining  their  condition. 
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By  Heam !  it  is  b  splendid  liglit  to  see, 
(For  one  who  bath  ao  friend,  no  brother  that,) 
Th«r  rival  scarfs  of  mixed  embroidery  — 
Their  various  urns  that  glitter  b  the  air ! 

CMlde  Har«ld. 


Thb  little  conflict  between  the  English  ships 

and  the  h^d  of  the  French  line,  the  evolutions 

that  bed  grown  out  of  it,  the  crippling  of  Le 

Togdroyant,  and  the  continuance  of  the  gale, 

contributed  to  produce  material  changes  in  the 

relative  positions  of  the  two  fleets.      All  the 

^glisb  vessels  kept  their  stations  with  beautiful 

accuracy,  still  running  to  the  southward  in  a 

close  line  ahead,  having  the  wind  a  trifle  abaft 

the  beam,  with  their  yards  braced  in.     Under 

the  circumstances,  it  needed  but  some  seven  or 

eight  minutes  for  these  ships  to  glide  a  mile 

through  the  troubled  ocean,  and  this  was  about 

the  period  the  most  exposed  of  them  all  had 

been  under  the  random  and  slow  fire  that  the 

stste  of  the  weather  permitted.     The  trifling 

c  s 
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damages  sustained  were  already  repaired,  or  ki 
a  way  soon  to  be  so.  On  the  other  hand,  ooih 
siderable  disorder  prevailed  among  the  FrencL 
Their  line  had  never  been  perf<^  exteofii^ 
quite  a  league ;  a  few  of  the  leading 
or  those  near  the  commander-in-chief^ 
ing  each  other  as  well  as  could  be  desired^ 
while  long  intervals  existed  between  the  ships 
astern.  Among  the  latter,  too,  as  has  bea 
stated,  some  were  much  farther  to  wiodwsid 
than  the  others;  an  irregularity  that  proceeded 
from  a  desire  of  the  comte  to  lufif  up  as  near  u 
possible  to  the  enemy — a  desire,  which,  pca^ 
tised  on,  necessarily  threw  the  least  weatbcdj 
vessels  to  leeward.  Thus  the  two  ships  in  tk 
extreme  rear,  as  has  been  hinted  at  already, 
being  jammed  up  unusually  hard  upon  (be 
wind,  had  weathered  materially  on  their  coosoila, 
while  their  way  through  the  water  had  bees 
proportionably  less.  It  was  these  combiDed 
circumstances  which  brought  them  so  bx  asten 
and  to  windward. 

At  the  time  Sir  Gervaise  pointed  out  tbeir 
positions  to  Greenly,  the  two  vessels  just  men* 
tioned  were  quite  half  a  mile  to  the  westward  of 
their  nearest  consort,  and  more  than  that  dis- 
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ance  to  the  southward.    When  it  is  remembered 

hat  tile  vrind  was  nearly  due  west,  and  that  all 

the   Frencb  vessels,  these  two  excepted,  were 

steering  north,  the  relative  positiooa  of  the  latter 

will   be   understood.     Le  Foudroyant,  too,  bad 

Vept  awaj,  afler  the  loss  of  her  top-masts,  until 

fairly  in  the  wake  of  the  ships  ahead  of  her,  in 

ber  own  line,  and,  as  the  vesseb  bad  been  run- 

t^ing    off   with   the   wind  abeam,   for   several 

minutes,  this  manceavre  threw  the  French  still 

brther  to  leeward.    To  make  the  matter  worse, 

just  as  the  Warspite  drew  out  of  the  range  of 

shot  from  the  French,  M.  de  Vervillin  showed 

a  k^al  at  the  end  of  his  gaff,  for  bis  whole 

fleet  to  ware  in  succession;  an  order  which, 

while  it  certainly  had  a  gallant  semblance,  as 

U  was  bringing  his  vessels  round  on  the  same 

tack  as  his  enemy,  and  looked  like  a  defiance, 

was  singularly  adapted  to  restoring  to  the  latter 

all  the  advantage  of  the  wind  they  bad  lost  by 

keepmg  away.     As   it  was  necessary  to  uke 

TDom  to  execute  this  evolution,  in  order  to  clear 

the  ships  that  were  now  crowded  in  the  van, 

when  Le  T^m^raire  came  to  the  wind  agwn  on 

the  starboard  tack,  she  was  fully  half  a  mile  to 

leevird  of  the  admiral,  who  had  just  put  his 
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belm  up.     As  a  matter  of  ooarse»  in  order  to 
form  anew,  with  the  heads  of  the  ships  to 
southward,   each  vessel  had  to  get  into 
leader's  wake,  which  would  be  virtoally  throw- 
ing the  whole  French  line,  again,  two  miles  to 
leeward  of   the   English.      Nevertheless,  tke 
stragglers  in  the  rear  of  the  French  contioned 
to  hug  the  wind,  with  a  pertinacity  that  denoted 
a  resolution  to  have  a  brush  with  their  enemies 
in  passing.     The  vessels  were  Le  Scipion  sod 
La  Victoire,  each  of  seventy-four  guns.    Tbe 
first  of  these  ships  was  commanded  by  a  yom^ 
man  of  very  little  professional  experience,  but 
of  high  court  influence ;  while  the  second  had  a 
captain  who,  like  old  Parker,  had  worked  his 
way  up  to  his  present  station,  through  great 
difficulties,  and  by  dint  of  hard  knocks  and 
harder  work.     Unfortunately  the  first  ranked, 
and  the  humble  capiiaine  dejregatey  placed  bj 
accident  in  command  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  did 
not  dare  to  desert  a  capiiaine  de  mttsfoii,  who 
had  a  due  for  an  elder  brother,  and  called  him* 
self  comte.     There  was,  perhaps,  a  redeemiif 
gallantry  in  the  spirit  which  determined  tbe 
Comte  de  Chdincourt  to  incur  the  risk  of  pasa> 
ing  so  near  six  vessels  with  only  two,  that  m^t 
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tliro^w  a  veil  over  the  indiscretion;  more  esj 

cially  as  his  own  fleet  was  near  enough  to  su 

port,  liim  in  the  event  of  anjr  disaster,  and  it« 

certainly  possible  that  the  loss  of  a  mater 

spar   on  board  either  of  his  foes  might  indu 

the  capture  of  the  vessel.     At  all  events,  tb 

reasoned   M.  de   Ch^lincourt,   who  continu 

boldly  on,  with  his  larboard  tacks  aboard,  : 

'Ways  hugging  the  wind,  even  after  the  T^n 

raire  was  round ;  and  M.  Comptant  chose 

follow  him  in  La  Victoire.     The  Plantagen 

by  this  time,  being  not  a  mile  distant  from  t 

Scipio,  coming  on  with  steady  velocity,  th< 

intentions  and  circumstances  created  every  I 

man  probability  that  she  would  soon  be  passi 

her  weather  beam,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mi 

and,  consequently,  that  a  cannonade,  far  m< 

serious    than    what   had   yet   occurred,   mi 

follow.     The  few  intervening  minutes  gave  I 

Gervaise  time  to  throw  a  glance  around  hi 

and  to  come  to  his  final  decision. 

The  English  fleet  was  never  in  better  1 
than  at  that  precise  moment.  The  ships  wi 
as  close  to  each  other  as  comported  with  safe 
and  every  thing  stood  and  drew  as  in  the  trf 
winds.  The  leading  French  vessels  were  wari 
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and  increasing  their  disUnoe  to  leeward,  aad  k 
would  require  an  hour  for  them  to  get  ap  nev 
enough  to  be  at  ail  dangerous  in  sndi  weather, 
while  all  the  rest  were  following,  regardles  of 
the  two  that  continued  thdr  luff.  The  Chloe 
bad  already  got  round,  and,  hugging  the  wib^ 
was  actually  coming  up  to  windward  of  her  ova 
line,  though  under  a  press  of  canvass  thatneulj 
buried  her.  The  Active  and  Driver  were  ia 
their  stations,  as  usual;  one  on  the  weather 
beam,  and  the  other  on  the  weather  bow;  wh3e 
the  Druid  bad  got  so  near  as  to  show  her  hoB, 
closing  fast  with  square  yards. 

^  That  is  either  a  very  bold,  or  a  veiy  ob- 
stinate fellow ;  he^  who  commands  the  two  shqx 
ahead  of  us/'  observed  Greenly,  as  he  stood  at 
the  vice-admiral's  side^  and  just  as  the  latter 
terminated  his  survey.  ^*  What  object  can  he 
possibly  have  in  braving  three  times  his  fottt 
in  a  gale  like  this?" 

<<  If  it  were  an  Englishman,  Greenlyi  we 
should  call  him  a  hero !  By  taking  a  mast  oat 
of  one  of  us,  he  might  cause  the  loss  of  the 
ship,  or  compel  us  to  engage  double  our  force. 
Do  not  blame  him,  but  help  me^  rather,  to  dis* 
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a.pp«>iDt  him.    Now,  Ibten,  and  see  all  done  im- 
mediately." 

Sir  Gervaise  then  explained  to  the  captain 

'Mf hat  his  intentions  really  were;  first  ordering, 

himself  (a  very  unusual  course  for  one  of  his 

liaV>its),  the  first  lieutenant,  to  keep  the  ship  off 

3S  much  as  practicable,  without  seeming  to  wish 

to  do  so;  but,  as  the  orders  will  be  explained 

incidentally,  in  the  course  of  the  narrative,  it  is 

not  necessary  to  give  them  here.    Greenly  then 

ivent  below,  leaving  Sir  Gervaise,  Bunting,  and 

their  auxiliaries,  in  possession  of  the  poop.     A 

private  signal  had  been  bent  on  some  little  time* 

and  it  was  now  hoisted.     In  about  five  minutes 

it  was  read,  understood,  and  answered  by  all  the 

ships  of  the  fleet.     Sir  Gervaise  rubbed  his 

hands  like  a  man  who  was  delighted,  and  he 

beckoned  to  Bury,  who  had  the  trumpet  on  the 

quarter-deck,  to  join  him  on  the  poop. 

<<  Did  Captain  Greenly  let  you  into  our  plot, 
Bury,"  asked  the  vice-admiral,  in  high  good- 
humour,  as  soon  as  obeyed.  *^  I  saw  he  spoke 
to  you  in  going  below?" 

'^  He  only  told  me.  Sir  Gervaise,  to  edge 
down  upon  the  Frenchmen  as  close  as  I  could ; 
and  this  we  are  doing,  I  think,  as  fast  as  moun- 
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sheer  "  —  Bury  was  an  Anglo-GalUam — *^  v31 
at  all  like." 

^*  Ah !  there  old  Parker  sheers  bravely  to 
leeward  I  Trust  to  him  to  be  in  the  ri^ 
place.  The  Carnatic  went  fifty  fatboins  col  of 
the  line  at  that  one  twist.  The  Thunderer  aad 
Warspite  too  I  Never  was  a  signal  more  ben* 
tifuUy  obeyed.  If  the  Frenchmen  don't  take 
the  alarm  now,  everything  will  be  to  our 
minds." 

By  this  time,  Bury  b^an  to  understand  iht 
manoeuvre.  Each  alternate  ship  of  the  English 
was  sheering  fast  to  leeward,  forming  a  weather 
and  a  lee  line,  with  increased  intervals  between 
the  vessels,  while  all  of  them  were  edging  ra- 
pidly away,  so  as  greatly  to  near  the  enemy.  It 
was  apparent  now,  indeed,  that  the  Plantagenet 
herself  must  pass  within  a  hundred  fathoms  of 
the  Scipio,  and  that  in  less  than  two  minates. 
The  delay  iif  issuing  the  orders  for  this  eTolo- 
tion  was  in  favour  of  its  success,  inasmuch  as  it 
did  not  give  the  enemy  time  for  deliberatioD. 
The  Comte  de  Ch^lincourt,  in  fact,  did  not  de- 
tect it;  or,  at  least,  did  not  foresee  the  ooim- 
quences ;  though  both  were  quite  apparent  to 
the  more  experienced  capitaine  defregate  astenk 
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t  was  too  latei  or  the  latter  would  have  sig- 
1  ailed  his  superior  to  put  him  on  his  guard; 
3ut,  as  things  were,  there  remained  no  alterna- 
tive^  apparently,  but  to  run  the  gauntlet,  and 
trust  all  to  the  chances  of  battle. 

In  a  moment  like  that  we  are  describing, 
events  occur  much  more  rapidly  than  they  can 
be  related.     The  Plantagenet  was  now  within 
pistol-shot  of  Le  Scipion,  and  on  her  weather- 
bow.     At  that  precise  instant,  when  the  bow- 
guns,  on  both  sides,  began  to  play,  tlie  Carnatic, 
then  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  enemy,  made  a 
rank  sheer  to  leeward,  and  drove  on,  opening 
in  the  very  act  with  her  weather-bow  guns.  The 
Thunderer  and   Warspite    imitated  this   ma- 
noeuvre, leaving  the  Frenchman  the  cheerless 
prospect  of  being  attacked  on  both  sides.    It  is 
not  to  be  concealed  that  M.  de  Ch^lincourt  was 
considerably  disturbed  by  this  sudden  change  in 
his  situation.    That  which,  an  instant  before, 
had  the  prospect  of  being  a  chivalrous,  but  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  passage  in  front  of  a  for- 
midable enemy,    now  began    to  assume    the 
appearance  of  something  very  like  destruction. 
It  was  too  late,  however,  to  remedy  the  evil,  and 
the  young  Comte,  as  brave  a  man  as  existed, 
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determined  to  &ce  it  manfully.  Hehadsoutdj 
time  to  utter  a  few  cheering  seotineots»  m  a 
dramatic  manner,  to  those  on  the  qoaiter-deck, 
when  the  English  flag-ship  came  swec|Hng  pBt 
in  a  cloud  of  smoke^  and  a  blaze  of  fir&    Si 
own  broadside  was  noUy  returned,  or  as  mach 
of  it  as  the  weather  permitted,  but  the  smoke  of 
both  discharges  was  still  driving  betweca  his 
masts,  when  the  dark  hamper  of  the  CatiHlic 
glided  into  the  drifting  canopy,  which  was  made 
to  whirl  back  on  the  devoted  Frenchman  ia 
another  torrent  of  flame.     Three  times  was  tUi 
fearful  assault  renewed  on  the  Scipio^  at  interfab 
of  about  a  minute,  the  iron  hurricaiie  first  cob* 
ing  from  to  windward,  and  then  seeming  to  be 
driven  back  from  to  leeward,  as  by  its  own  i^ 
bound,  leaving  no  breathing  time  to  meet  it 
The  effect  was  completely  to  silence  her  own 
fire ;  for  what  between  the  power  of  the  ragi^ 
elements,  and  the  destructioa  of  tlie  shot,  a 
species  of  wild  and  blood-fraught  ooofmioQ  took 
the  place  of  system  and  order.      Her  dedci 
were  covered  with  killed  and  wounded,  aaoog 
the  latter  of  whom  was  the  Count  de  Ch^lincooiit 
while  orders  were  given  and  countermanded  ia 
a  way  to  render  them  useless,  if  not  incoherent 
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''roiD  the  time  when  the  Piantagenet  fired  he 

Irst  gun,  to  that  when  the  Warspite  fired  h( 

ast,    was  just  five  miautes  fay  the  watch.      ] 

seemed  an  boar  to  the  French,  and  but  a  mi 

ment    to  their  enemies.       One   hundred   an 

eighty-two  men  and  boys  were  included  in  tfa 

casualties  of  those  teeming  moments  on  hoai 

the  Scipion  alone ;  and  when  that  ship  issue 

slowly  From  the  scene  of  havoc,  more  fay  th 

velocity  of  her  assailants  in  passing  than  by  he 

own,  the  foremast  was  all  that  stood,  the  n 

mainder  of  her  spars  dragging  under  her  le< 

To  cut  the  last  adrift,  and  to  run  off  nearly  bi 

fore  the  wind,  in  order  to  save  the  q>ars  forwart 

and  to  get  within  the  cover  of  her  own  flee 

was  all  that  could  now  be  done.     It  may  as  we 

be  sud  here  that  these   two  objects  were  el 

fecled. 

The  Piantagenet  had  received  damage  fror 
the  fire  of  her  opponent  Some  ten  or  Gftee 
men  were  killed  and  wounded ;  her  main  to(: 
sail  was  split  by  a  shot,  from  clew  to  earing 
one  (^  the  quarter-masters  was  carried  from  th 
poc^  literally  dragged  overboard  by  the  sinen 
that  coooected  bead  and  body ;  and  several  t 
the  spars,  with  a  good  deal  of  rigging,  require 
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to  be  looked  to,  on  account  orinjories.  But  no 
one  thought  of  these  things,  except  as  thej  were 
connected  with  present  and  pressing  daties.  Str 
Gervaise  got  a  sight  of  La  Victoire,  some  hm- 
dred  and  twenty  fathoms  ahead,  just  as  the  roar 
of  the  Carnatic's  guns  was  rushing  upon  Us 
ears.  The  French  commander  saw  and  under** 
stood  the  extreme  jeopardy  of  his  consort,  sod 
he  had  already  put  his  helm  hard  up. 

**  Starboard — starboard  hard,  Bury  !**  dioat* 
ed  Sir  Gervaise  from  the  poop.  **  Daom  hisiy 
run  him  aboard,  if  he  dare  hold  on  long 
enough  to  meet  us/' 

The  lieutenant  signed  with  his  hand  that  the 
order  was  understood,  and  the  helm  being  pot 
up,  the  ship  went  whirling  off  to  leeward  oo  tbe 
summit  of  a  hill  of  foam.  A  cheer  was  beard 
struggling  in  the  tempest,  and  glancing  over  his 
left  shoulder.  Sir  Gervaise  perceived  the  Car- 
natic  shooting  out  of  the  smoke,  and  imitating 
his  own  movement,  by  making  another  and  still 
ranker  sheer  to  leeward.  At  the  same  moment 
she  set  her  mainsail  close-reefed,  as  if  deter- 
mined  to  outstrip  her  antagonist,  and  maintain 
her  station.  None  but  a  prime  seaman  coqU 
have  done  such  a  thing  so  steadily  and  so  well. 
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a  tKe  midst  of  the  wild  haste  and  coDfusion  of 
uch  a  scene.  Sir  Gerraise,  now  not  a  hundred 
^ards  from  the  Carnatic,  waved  high  his  hat  in 
exultation  and  praise ;  and  old  Parker,  alone  on 
his  own  poop,  bared  his  grey  hairs  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  compliment.  All  this  time  the 
two  ships  drove  madly  ahead,  while  the  crash 
and  roar  of  the  battle  was  heard  astern. 

The    remaining  French  ship  was  well   and 
nimbly  handled.     As  she  came  round  she  un- 
avoidably sheered  towards  her  enemies,  and  Sir 
Gervaise  found  it  necessary  to  countermand  his 
last  order,  and  to  come  swiftly  up  to  the  wind, 
\x>tb  to  avoid  her  raking  broadside,  and  to  pre- 
vent running  into  his  own  consort.     But  the 
Carnatic,  having  a  little  more  room,  first  kept 
off,  and  then  came  to  the  wind  again,  as  soon 
as  the  Frenchman  had  fired,  in  away  to  compel 
him  to  haul  up  on  the  other  tack,  or  to  fall 
iairly  aboard.     Almost  at  the  same  instant,  the 
Plantagenet  closed  on  his  weather  quarter  and 
raked.      Parker  had  got  abeam,  and  pressing 
nearer,  he  compelled  La  Victoire  to  haul  her 
bowlines,  bringing  her  completely  between  two 
fires.     Spar  went  after  spar,  and  being  left  with 
nothing  standing  but  the  lower  masts,  the  Plan- 
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resolved  to  nmimam  all  lii§  adranu^eau  The 
great  diflBcoky  was  to  take  poucawa  of  Lla 
prize,  the  sea  mmnog  so  kljh  as  to  res«:kr  it 
questionable  if  a  boat  woa'A  Hire.  Lord  Mor^ 
ganicy  however,  was  jost  of  an  a^e  acd  a  tesa* 
penuneot  to  bring  that  qces^aco  to  a  tpeedj 
issue.  Being  on  the  wead>er  beam  of  La  V^ 
toiie,  as  her  flag  came  down,  he  ordered  bis 
own  first  lieotenant  into  the  larger  cutler,  »:A 
piitdog  lialC«-donn  waanoeSf  whh  the  proper 
crew,  into  the  boat,  it  was  soon  seen  dangling 
in  the  air  over  the  caldron  cf  the  oeeam ;  ti>e 
oars  OD-end.  To  lower,  let  go,  and  or^Look^ 
were  the  acts  of  an  instant ;  the  oars  (til,  aud 
the  boat  was  swept  aw^  to  leewanL  A  oom* 
mander's  oommissioD  depended  on  bis  sucoesi, 
and  Daly  made  deqierale  eficirts  to  obtain  iu 
The  prize  o&red  a  lee^  and  the  French,  with 
s  national  benefolenoe,  eomtesr,  and  mag- 
nanimity,  that  woold  scarcely  have  been  inu* 
tated  had  matters  been  reversed,  threw  ropes 
to  their  eooqoerors,  to  help  to  rescue  them 
from  a  very  awkward  dilemma.  The  men  did 
snooeed  in  getting  into  the  prize ;  but  the  boat, 
in  the  end,  was  stove  and  losL 
The  appcaiance  of  the  red  flj^  of  England, 
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tagenet  and  Camatic  could  not  prerent 
selves  from  passing  their  vicdm,  though 
shortened  sail ;  the  first  being  ahready  withost 
a  topsail.  Their  places,  however,  were  imae* 
diately  supplied  by  the  Achilles  and  the  Thoa- 
derer,  both  ships  having  hauled  down  dicir 
staysails  to  lessen  their  way.  As  the  BleDhcia 
and  Warspite  were  quite  near  astern,  and  a 
eighteen  pound  shot  had  closed  the  eartUy 
career  of  the  poor  aqntaine  de  Jr^^e^  bb  sod- 
cessor  in  command  deemed  it  prudent  to  lover 
his  ensign ;  after  a  resistance  that,  in  its  dinv 
tion,  was  unequal  to  the  promise  of  its 
mencement.  Still  the  ship  had  su&red 
rially,  and  had  fifty  of  her  crew  among  the 
casualties.  Of  course  this  submission  toni- 
nated  the  combat,  for  the  moment. 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  had  now  leisure^  and,  as 
the  smoke  soon  cleared  before  the  gale^  oppo^ 
tunity  to  look  about  hinu  Most  of  the  Freodi 
ships  had  got  round ;  but,  besides  being  qnile 
as  far  astern,  when  they  should  get  up  abeus, 
supposing  himself  to  remain  where  he  was,  thej 
would  be  at  very  long  gun»shot  dead  to  lee* 
ward.  To  remain  where  be  was,  however, 
formed  no  part  of  his  plan,  for  he  was  fiiDj 
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esolved  to  maintain  all  his  advantages.     The 
^eat   difiBcalty  was  to  take  possession  of  his 
prize,  the  sea  running  so  high  as  to  render  it 
[questionable  if  a  boat  would  live.     Lord  Mor- 
ganic,  however,  was  just  of  an  age  and  a  tem- 
perament to  bring  that  question  to  a  speedy 
issue.      Being  on  the  weather  beam  of  La  Vic- 
toire,  as  her  flag  came  down,  he  ordered  his 
own  first  lieutenant  into  the  larger  cutter,  and 
putting  half-a-dozen  marines,  with  the  proper 
crew,  into  the  boat,  it  was  soon  seen  dangling 
in  the  air  over  the  caldron  of  the  ocean ;  the 
oars  on^end.     To  lower,  let  go,  and  unhook, 
were  the  acts  of  an  instant ;  the  oars  fell,  and 
the  boat  was  swept  away  to  leeward.     A  com- 
mander's commission  depended  on  his  success, 
«nd  Daly  made  desperate  efibrts  to  obtain  it. 
The  prize  ofiered  a  lee,  and  the  French,  with 
a  national  benevolence,    courtesy,   and  mag- 
nanimity, that  would  scarcely  have  been  imi- 
tated had  matters  been  reversed,  threw  ropes 
to  their  conquerors,  to  help  to  rescue  them 
from  a  very  awkward  dilemma.     The  men  did 
succeed  in  getting  into  the  prize ;  but  the  boat, 
VQ  the  end,  was  stove  and  lost. 
The  appearance  of  the  red  flag  of  ELngland, 
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commander-in-chief  showed  the  signal  for  the 
ships  to  follow  his  own  motions.  The  line  was 
soon  formed,  as  mentioned,  and  ere  long  it 
became  apparent  that  the  prize  could  easily 
keep  in  her  station.  As  most  of  the  day  was 
still  before  him.  Sir  Gervaise  had  little  doubt 
of  being  able  to  secure  the  latter,  ere  night 
should  come  to  render  it  indispensable. 

The  yice-admiral  and  his  captain  shook  bands 
cordially  on  the  poop,  and  the  former  pointed 
out  to  the  latter,  with  honest  exultation,  the 
result  of  his  own  bold  manoeuvres. 

"  We  Ve  clipped  the  wings  of  two  of  them,** 
added  Sir  Gervaise,  **and  have  /airly  bagged 
a  third,  my  good  friend;  and,  God  willing, 
when  Bluewater  joins,  there  will  not  be  much 
difficulty  with  the  remainder.  I  cannot  see 
that  any  of  our  vessels  have  suffered  much,  and 
I  set  them  all  down  as  sound.  There 's  been 
time  for  a  signal  of  inability,  that  curse  to  an 
admiral's  evolutions,  but  no  one  seems  disposed 
to  make  it.  If  we  really  escape  that  nuisance, 
it  will  be  the  first  instance  in  my  life !" 

**  Half-a-dozen  yards  may  be  crippled,  and 
no  one  the  worse  for  it,  in  this  heavy  weather. 
Were  we  under  a  press  of  canvass,  it  would  be 
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a  different  matter;  bat  now,  so  long  as  the 
main  sticks  stand,  we  shall  probably  do  well 
enough.  I  can  find  no  injury  in  my  own  ship 
that  may  not  be  remedied  at  sea.'' 

*^  And  she  has  had  the  worst  of  it  'Twas  a 
decided  thing,  Greenly,  to  engage  such  an  odds 
in  a  gale ;  bat  we  owe  oar  success,  most  pro- 
bably, to  the  audacity  of  the  attack.  Had  the 
enemy  believed  it  possible,  it  is  probable  he 
would  have  frustrated  it.  Well,  Master  Gal- 
^^g99 1  'm  gl&d  to  see  you  unhurt  I  What  is 
your  pleasure  ?" 

"  Why,' Sir  Jarvy,  I've  two  opportunities,  as 
a  body  might  say,  on  the  poop,  just  now.  One 
is  to  shake  hands,  as  we  always  does  a'ter  a 
brush,  you  knows,  sir,  and  to  look  a'ter  each 
other's  health;  and  the  other  is  to  report  a  mis* 
fortin  that  wUl  bear  hard  on  this  day's  dinner* 
You  see.  Sir  Jarvy,  I  had  the  dead  poultry 
slung  in  a  net,  over  the  live  stock,  to  be  out  of 
harm's  way;  well,  sir,  a  shot  cut  the  lanyard, 
and  let  all  the  chickens  down  by  the  run,  in 
among  the  gun-room  grunters;  and  as  they 
never  half  feeds  them  hanimals,  there  isn't  as 
much  left  of  the  birds  as  would  make  a  meal 
for  a  sick  young  gentleman.     To  my  notion,  no 

D  2 
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larbles  are  planted  in  the  head  of  the  mast, 
taking  the  spar  look  like  a  plum  pudding,  or  a 
ellow  with  the  small-pox." 

"  £nougb  of  this.  You  are  excused  rrooi 
-^turning  to  the  top ;  — and,  Greenly,  beat  the 
retreat.  Bunting,  show  the  signal  for  the  re- 
ixeat  from  quarters.  Let  the  ships  pipe  to 
breakfast,  if  they  will." 

Thia    order   affords  a   fair   picture    of   the 
strange  admixture  of  feelings  and  employments 
that  characterise  the  ordinary  life  of  a  ship. 
A.t  one  moment,  its  inmates  Bnd  themselves  en- 
gaged in  scenes  of  wild  magnificence  and  fierce 
confusion,  while  at  the  next  they  revert  to  the 
most  familiar  duties  of  humanity.     The  crews 
of  the  whole  fleet  now  retired  from  the  guns, 
and  immediately  after  they  were  seated  around 
their  kids,  indulging  ravenously  in  the  food  for 
which  the  exercise  of  the  morning  bod  given 
Wn  appetites.     Still  there  was  something  of 
the  sternness  of  batde  in  the  merriment  of  this 
meal,  and  the  few  jokes  that  passed  were  sea- 
soned with  a  bitterness  that  is  not  usual  among 
the  light-hearted  followers  of  the  sea.     Here 
Bod  there,  a  mess-mate  was  missed,  and  the 
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TV      a     sort    of   half-inquiring    faalf-regrettiog 

**  I  suppose  there  is  no  great  use  in  asking 
why  Jack  Glass's  spoon  is  idle,  this  morning, 
Xliey  says,  them  forecastle  chi^s,  that  thej 
see'd  his  bodj  streaming  out  over  the  starboard 
quarter,  as  if  it  had  been  the  fly  of  one  of  bis 
own  ensigns.  How  was  it,  Ned  ?  you  was 
thereaway,  and  ought  to  know  all  about  iL" 

"  To  be  sure  I  does,"  sud  Ned,  who  was 
Bunting's  remaining  assistant.    "  1  was  there, 
as  you  says,  and  see'd  as  much  of  it  as  a  man 
can  see  of  what  passes  between  a  poor  fellow 
and  a  shot,  when  they  comes  tt^ther,  and  that 
not  in  a  very  loving  manner.     It  happened  just 
as  we  come  up  on  the  weather  beam  of  that 
first  chap — him  as  we  winged  so  handsomely 
among  us.      Well,   Sir  Jarvy  had  clapped  a 
stopper  on  the  signals,  seeing  as  we  had  got 
&irly  into  the  smok^  and  Jack  and  I  was  a  look- 
ing about  us  for  the  muskets,  not  knowing  but 
a  chance  might  turn  up  to  chuck  a  little  lead 
bto  some  of  the  parly-woos ;  and  so  says  Jack, 
■ays  he,  '  Ned,  you's  got  my  musket;' — {as  I 
haJ,  sure  Plough)  —and  says  he,  'Ned,  you 's 
got  my  musket ;  but  no  matter  arter  all,  as 
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^^  Tliat  comes  of  not  seeing  them  things,  Ben,'' 

^joined  the  eye-witness.     ^^  A  fellow's  head  is 

tayed    in   its  berth  just  like  a  ship's  mast. 

There's    for'ard  and  back-stays,  and  shrouds, 

ill 's  one  as  aboard  here ;  the  only  difference  is 

that   the   lanyards  are  a  little  looser,  so  as  to 

^^e  a  nian  more  play  for  his  head,  than  it  might 

be  sale  to  give  to  a  mast.    When  a  fellow  makes 

a  bowy  why  he  only  comes  up  a  little  ad,  and 

bowses  on  the  fore-stay,  and  now  and  then  you 

falls  in  with  a  chap  that  is  stayed  altogether  too 

far  for*ard,  or  who's  got  a  list  perhaps  from 

having  the  shrouds  set  up  too  taut  to  port,  or 

to  starboard. 

**  That  sounds  reasonable,"  put  in  the  quarter- 
gunner,  gravely ;  **  I  've  seen  such  droggers 
myself." 

**  If  you  'd  been  on  the  poop  an  hour  or  two 
^gPf  you  'd  ha'  seen  more  on  it !  Now,  there 's 
bU  our  marines,  their  back-stays  have  had  a 
fresh  pull  since  they  were  launched,  and,  as  for 
their  captain,  I'll  warrant  you,  he  had  a  luff 
upon  luff!" 

**  I  've  heard  the  carpenter  overhauling  them 
matters,"  remarked  Sam  Wad,  another  quarter- 
gonner,   **  and  he  chalked  it  all  out  by  the 
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Sir  Oervaise  had  directed  Galleygo  to  pre- 
pare his  breakbst  as  soon  as  the  people  were 
piped  to   their  own;  but  he  was  stiU  detained 
on  decW  in  consequence  of  a  movement  in  one 
of  his    vessels,  to  which  it  has  now  become 
necessary  more  particularly  to  recur. 

Tike  appearance  of  the  Druid  to  the  north- 
ward,  early  in  the  morning,  will  doubtless  be 
remembered  by  the  reader.    When  near  enough 
\o  have  it  made  out,  this  frigate  had  shown  her 
number;  after  which  she  rested  satisfied  with 
carrying  sail  much  harder  than  any  vessel  in 
sight.     When  the  fleets  engaged,  she  made  an 
efibrt  to  set  the  fore-top-sail  close^reefed,  but 
several  of  the  critics  in  the  other  ships,  who 
occasionally  noticed  her  movements,    fancied 
that  some  accident  must  have  befallen  her,  as 
the  canvass  was  soon  taken  in,  and  she  i^peared 
disposed  to  remain  content  with  the  sail  car« 
rad  when  first  seen.    As  this  ship  was  mate- 
rially to  windward  of  the  line,  and  she  was 
running  the  whole  time  a  little  free,  her  velocity 
was  much  greater  than  that  of  the  other  vessels, 
sad  by  this  time  she  had  got  so  near  that  Sir 
Genraise  observed  she  was  fiiirly  abeam  of  the 
Plaatagenet,  and  a  little  to  leeward  of  the 
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Active.  Of  course  her  hull,  even  to  the  bot- 
tom, as  she  rose  on  a  sea,  was  plainly  visible, 
and  such  of  her  people  as  were  in  the  tops  and 
rigging  could  be  easily  distinguished  by  the 
naked  eye. 

**  The  Druid  must  have  some  communication 
for  us  from  the  other  divbion  of  the  fleet,"  ob- 
served the  vice-admiral  to  his  signal-ofiicer,  as 
they  stood  watching  the  movements  of  the 
frigate ;  **  it  is  a  little  extraordinary  Blewet 
does  not  signal !  Look  at  the  book,  and  find 
me  a  question  to  put  that  will  ask  his  errand?" 

Bunting  was  in  the  act  of  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  his  little  vocabulary  of  questions  and 
answers,  when  three  or  four  dark  balls,  that 
Sir  Gervaise,  by  the  aid  of  the  glass,  saw  sus- 
pended between  the  frigate's  masts,  opened  into 
flags,  effectually  proving  that  Kewet  was  not 
absolutely  asleep. 

**  Four  hundred  and  sixteen,  ordinary  com- 
munication," observed  the  vice-admiral,  with 
his  eye  still  at  the  glass.  **  Look  up  that, 
Bunting,  and  let  us  know  what  it  means." 

"  The  commander-in-chief-—  wish  to  speak 
him ! "  read  Bunting,  in  the  customary  formal 
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manner  in  which  he  annouDced  the  purport  of 
a  signal. 

*•  Very  well — answer;  then  make  the  Druid's 

number  to  come  within  hail !    The  fellow  has 

got  cloth  enough  spread  to  travel  two  feet  to 

our  one;  let  him  edge  away  and  come  under 

our  lee.     Speaking  will  be  rather  close  work 

to-day." 

^*  I  doubt  if  a  ship  can  come  near  enough 
to  make  herself  heard,"  returned  the  other^ 
**  though  the  second-lieutenant  of  that  ship 
never  uses  a  trumpet  in  the  heaviest  weather, 
they  tell  me,  sir.  Our  gents  say  his  father  was 
a  town-crier,  and  that  he  has  inherited  the 
family  estate." 

'<  Ay,  our  gents  are  a  set  of  saucy  fellows, 
as  is  usually  the  case  when  there  isn't  work 
enough  aboard." 

^*  You  should  make  a  little  allowance,  Sir 
Gervaise,  for  being  in  the  ship  of  a  successful 
commander-in-chief.  That  makes  us  all  carry 
weather-helms  among  the  other  messes." 

^  Up  with  your  signal,  sir ;  up  with  your 
signal.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  erder  Greenly  to 
put  you  upon  watch-and^watch  for  a  month,  in 
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CHAPTER  HI. 

Yet  weep  not  thou  —  the  struggle  u  not  o'er, 
O  yicton  of  I^ilippi  I  many  a  field 
Hath  yielded  palms  to  us :  —  one  effort  roore» 
By  one  stem  conflict  must  our  fate  be  sealed. 

Mrs.  Hkmans. 

As  soon  as  the  people  of  the  Plantageneti 

who  had  so  far  trespassed  on  discipline,  when 

they  perceived  a  man  hanging  at  the  end  of  the 

studding-sail-boom,  as  to  appear  in  the  rigging, 

on  the  booms,  and  on  the  guns,  to  watch  the 

result,  saw  the  stranger  safely  landed  on  the 

poop,  they  lifted  their  hats  and  caps,  and,  as 

one  voice,  greeted  him  with  three  cheers.    The 

officers  smiled  at  this  outbreak  of  feeling,  and 

the  violation  of  usage  was  forgotten ;  the  rigid 

discipline  of  a  man-of-war  even,  giving  way 

occasionally  to  the  sudden  impulses  of  natural 

feeling. 

As  the  Druid  approached  the  flag-ship.  Cap- 
tain Blewet  had  appeared  in  her  weather  mizen- 
rigging,  conning  his  vessel  in  person ;  and  the 
order  to  lufl^  or  keep  ofl^  had  been  given  by  his 
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WycYierly  to  obey  as  fast  as  the  many  inquiries 
be  had  to  answer  as  he  descended  the  ladders 
would  allow.    Atwood,  an  interested  observer 
o¥  "wViat  had  passed,  noted  that  Captain  Greenly, 
of  all  present,  was  the  only  person  who  seemed 
indifierent  to  the  nature  of  the  communication 
Xlve  stranger  might  bring,  though,  perhaps,  the 
only  one  entitled  by  rank  to  put  an  interro- 
gatory. 

*'  You  have  come  aboard  of  us  in  a  novel 
and  extraordinary  mode.  Sir  Wycherly  Wyche- 
eoTwbe!"  observed  the  vice-admiral,  a  little 
severely,  as  soon  as  he  found  himself  in  his  own 
cabin,  alone  with  the  lieutenant. 

**  It  was  the  plan  of  Captain  Blewet,  sir,  and 
was  really  the  only  one  that  seemed  likely  to 
succeed,  for  a  boat  could  scarcely  live.  I  trust 
the  success  of  the  experiment,  and  the  nature 
of  the  communications  I  may  bring,  will  be 
thought  sufficient  excuses  for  the  want  of  cere-» 
mony." 

**  It  is  the  first  time,  since  the  days  of  the 
Conqueror,  I  fancy,  that  an  English  vice- 
admiral's  ship  has  been  boarded  so  cavalierly ; 
but,  as  you  say,  the  circumstances  may  justify 
the  innovation.     What  is  your  errand,  sir  T* 
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witu  like  cork.     Excuse  me,  while  I  read  what 
i^dmiral  Blaewater  has  to  say." 

Sir   Oervaise  had  received  Wycherly  in  the 
great,    cabin,  standing  at  the  table  which  was 
lashed    in  its  centre.     He  would  have   been 
puzzled  himself,  perhaps,  to  have  given  the  real 
reason  ivhy  he  motioned  to  the  young  man  to 
take  a  chair,  while  he  went  into  what  he  called 
bis   ^^drawing-room;''   or  the   beautiful   little 
apartment  between  the  two  state-rooms,   afl, 
which  was  fitted  with  an  elegance  that  might 
Viave  been  admired  in  a  more  permanent  dwell- 
ing, and  whither  he  always  withdrew  when  dis* 
posed  to  reflection.   It  was  probably  connected, 
however,   with  a  latent  apprehension   of  the 
rear-admiral's  political  bias,  for,  when  by  him- 
self, he  paused  fully  a  minute  before  he  opened 
the  letter.     Condemning  this  hesitation  as  un- 
manly, he  broke  the  seal,  however,  and  read 
the  contents  of  a  letter,  which  was  couched  in 
the  following  terms :  — - 

'*My  dear  Oakes,  —  Since  we  parted,  my 
mind  has  undergone  some  violent  misgivings  as 
to  the  course  duty  requires  of  me,  in  this  great 
crisis.     One  hand—- one   heart *^ one    voice 
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Sir    Gervaise  Oakes  read   this   letter   twice 
itfa  great  deliberation ;  then  he  crushed  it  in 
lis  hand,  as  one  would  strangle  a  deadly  ser- 
pent,     ^ot  satisfied  with  this  manifestation  oF 
listaste,  he  tore  the  letter  into  pieces  so  small 
IS  to  render  it  impossible  to  imagine  its  con- 
tents, opened  a  cabin  window,  and  threw  the 
fras^ments  into  the  ocean.     When  he   fancied 
lY)at  every  sign  of  his  friend's  weakness  had 
thus    been  destroyed,   he  began   to  pace  the 
cabin  in  his  usual  manner.  Wycherly  heard  his 
step,  and  wondered  at  the  delay  ;  but  his  duty 
compelled  him  to  pass  an  uncomfortable  half- 
hour  in  silence,  ere  the  door  opened,  and  Sir 
Gervaise  appeared.     The  latter  had  suppressed 
the   signs  of  distress,   though    the   lieutenant 
could  perceive  he  was  unusually  anxious. 

"  Did  the  rear-admiral  send  any  message, 
Sir  Wycherly?"  inquired  Sir  Gervaise?  "  In  his 
letter  he  would  seem  to  refer  me  to  some  verbal 
explanations  from  yourself." 

^*  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  sir,  none  that  I  can 
render  very  intelligible.  Admiral  Bluewater, 
certainl}',  did  Aiake  a  few  communications  that 
I  was  to  repeat ;  but  when  we  had  parted,  by 
some  extraordinary  dullness  of  my  own,  I  fear, 
vou  iir.  E 
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'Wycherly  paused,  and  endeavoured  to  re- 
all  i^hat  had  passed,  in  a  way  to  make  it  in- 
elli^ble. 

**  I  ivas  frequently  told  to  caution  you  not  to 
'^g^^  the  French,  sir,  until  the  other  division 
bad  closed,  and  was  ready  to  assist.  But,  really, 
whether  this  was  owing  to  some  secret  inform- 
ation that  the  rear-admiral  had  obtained,  or  to 
a  natural  desire  to  have  a  share  in  the  battle,  is 
more  than  I  can  say." 

''  Elach  may  have  had  its  influence.  Was  any 
allusion  made  to  secret  intelligence,  that  you 
name  it?" 

^*  I  never  felt  more  cause  to  be  ashamed  of 
my  own  dullness,  than  at  this  present  moment. 
Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,"  exclaimed  Wycherly,  who 
almost  writhed  under  the  awkwardness  of  his 
situation ;  for  he  really  began  to  suspect  that 
his  own  personal  grounds  of  unhappiness  had 
induced  him  to  forget  some  material  part  of  his 
message ;  —  ^*  recent  events  ashore  had  perhaps 
disqualified  me  for  this  duty." 

*^  It  is  natural  it  should  be  so,  my  young 
friend ;  and  as  I  am  acquainted  with  them  all, 
you  can  rest  satisfied  with  my  indulgence/' 
'*  All  I    no  —  Sir  Gervaise,  you  know  not 

£  3 
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half;-         but    I    forget  myself,  sir,   and  beg 
your  pardon." 

"  I  have  no  wish  to  pry  into  yoar  secrets. 
Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  and  we  will  drop 
the  subject.  You  may  say,  however,  if  the  rear- 
admiral  was  in  good  spirits  —  as  an  Fj>g<K>» 
seaman  is  apt  to  be,  with  the  prospect  of  a  grett 
battle  before  him." 

*'  I  thought  not.  Sir  Gervaise.  Admini 
Bluewater  to  me  seemed  sad,  if  I  may  presone 
to  mention  it,  —  almost  to  tears,  I  thought,  ar, 
once  or  twice.** 

"  Poor  Dick  !  "  mentally  ejaculated  the  vice- 
admiral  ;  ^^  he  never  could  have  made  up  bis 
mind  to  desert  me  without  great  anguish  of  sou). 
Was  there  anything  said,*'  speaking  alood, 
"  about  the  fleet  of  M.  de  Vervillin  ?'* 

^^  Certainly,  a  good  deal,  sir ;  and  yet  am  I 
ashamed  to  say,  I  scarce  know  what !  Adminl 
Bluewater  appeared  to  think  the  Comte  de  Ver- 
villin  had  no  intention  to  strike  a  blow  at  an; 
of  our  colonies :  and  with  this  he  seemed  <0 
connect  the  idea  that  there  would  be  less  ne- 
cessity for  our  engaging  him.  At  all  events,  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  his  wish  that  you  would 
keep  off>  sir,  until  he  could  close." 
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^*  Ay,  and  you  see  how  instinctively  I  have 
ns^ered  to  bis  wishes!"  said  Sir  Gervaise^ 
imiling  a  little  bitterly.  **  Nevertheless,  had 
the  rear  of  the  fleet  been  up  this  morning,  Sir 
Wycherly,  it  might  have  been  a  glorious  day 
for  England!" 

^^  It  has  been  a  glorious  day  as  it  is,  sir. 
We,  in  the  Druid,  saw  it  all ;  and   there  was 
not  one  among  us  that  did  not  exult  in  the  name 
o(  'Englishman  !" 

"  What,   even   to   the   Virginian,    Wyche- 
combe  \ "  rejoined  Sir  Gervaise,  greatly  gratified 
with  the  natural  commendation  conveyed  in  the 
manner  and  words  of  the  other,  and  looking  in 
a  smUing,  friendly  manner  at  the  young  man. 
*'  I  was  afraid  the  hits  you  got  in  Devonshire 
might  have  induced  you  to  separate  your  na- 
tionality from  that  of  old  England." 

"  Even  to  the  Virginian,  Sir  Gervaise.     You 

have  been  in  the  colonies,  sir,  and  must  know 

we  do  not  merit  all  that  we  sometimes  receive 

on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.     The  king  has  no 

subjects  more  loyal  than  those  of  America." 

'^  I  am  fully  aware  of  it,  my  noble  lad,  and 
have  told  the  king  as  much  with  my  own  mouth. 
But  think  no  more  of  this*     If  your  old  uncle 
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did  give  you  an  occasional  specimen  of  tnie 
John  Bullism,  he  has  left  yon  an  booonnUe 
title  and  a  valuable  estate.  I  shall  see  thtt 
Greenly  finds  a  berth  for  yoa,  and  you  will 
sent  to  mess  with  mei  I  hope.  I  tmst 
time  to  see  you  at  Bowldero.  At  present  vc 
will  go  on  deck ;  and  if  anything  that  Adminl 
Bluewater  has  said  should  recur  to  your  mad 
more  distinctly,  you  will  not  forget  to  let  ae 
know  it" 

Wycherly  now  bowed  and  left  the  cabia, 
while  Sir  Gervaise  sat  down  and  wrote  a  nolK 
to  Greenly,  to  request  that  he  would  look  t 
little  after  the  comfort  of  the  young  man.  TIk 
latter  then  went  on  deck  in  person.  Althoogb 
he  endeavoured  to  shake  off  the  painful  doubts 
that  beset  him,  and  to  appear  as  cheerful  as 
became  an  officer  who  had  just  performed  i 
brilliant  exploit,  the  vice-admiral  found  it  diff- 
cult  to  conceal  the  shock  he  had  received  from 
Bluewater  s  communication.  Certain  as  he  fek 
of  striking  a  decisive  blow  at  the  enemy,  ooold 
he  be  reinforced  with  the  five  ships  of  the  rear 
division,  he  would  cheerfully  forego  thetriampb 
of  such  additional  success,  to  be  certain  bis 
friend  did  not  intend  to  carry  hb  disaffsctioo  to 
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»vert  acts.     He  found  it  hard  to  believe  that  a 
aan    lilce    Bluewater  could  really  contemplate 
^ttnrymg  off  with  him  the  ships  he  commanded; 
yet  Vke    knew  the  authority  his  friend  wielded 
over  his   captains,  and  the  possibility  of  such  a 
step  ivould  painfully  obtrude  itself  on  his  mind, 
Bl  tnoments.      ^'  When  a  man  can  persuade 
himself  into  all  the  nonsense  connected  with  the 
JUS  divinum"  thought  Sir  Gervaise,  **  it  is  doing 
no  great  violence  to  common  sense  to  persuade 
himself  into    all  its   usually  admitted   conse- 
quences/'    Then,  again,  would  interpose  his 
recollections  of  Bluewater's  integrity  and  sim- 
plicity of  character,  to  reassure  him,  and  give 
him  more  cheering  hopes  for  the  result.     Find- 
ing himself  thus  vacillating  between  hope  and 
dread,  the  commander-in-chief  determined  to 
drive  the  matter  temporarily  from  his  mind,  by 
bestowing  his  attention  on  the  part  of  the  fleet 
he  had  with  him.     Just  as  this  wise  resolution 
was  formed,  both  Greenly  and  Wycherly  ap- 
peared on  the  poop. 

^'  I  am  glad  to  see  you  with  a  hungry  look, 
Greenly,'*  cried  Sir  Gervaise,  cheerfully ;  "  here 
has  Galleygo  just  been  to  report  his  breakfast, 
and,  as  I  know  your  cabin  has  not  been  put 
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in  order  since  the  people  left  the  guns,  I 
for  the  pleasure  of  your  company.  Sir  Wycher* 
ly,  tny  gallant  young  Virginian,  here,  will  take 
the  third  chair,  I  trust,  and  then  our  par^  wOl 
be  complete.'' 

The  two  gentlemen  assenting,  the  Tice-adniK 
ral  was  about  to  lead  the  way  below,  when  sod* 
denly  ^  arresting  his  footsteps,  on  the  poop- 
ladder,  he  said  — 

**  Did  you  not  tell  me,  Wychecombe,  thai 
the  Druid  had  sprung  her  foremast  ?** 

^^  Badly,  I  believe.  Sir  Gervaise,  in  the 
hounds.  Captain  Blewet  carried  on  hb  ship 
fearfully,  all  night" 

^^  Ay,  he 's  a  fearful  fellow  with  spars,  that 
Tom  Blewet.  I  never  felt  certain  of  finding 
all  the  sticks  in  their  places,  on  turning  out  of 
a  morning,  when  he  was  with  you  as  a  lieute* 
nant.  Greenly.  How  many  jib-booms  and  top- 
gallant yards  did  he  cost  us,  in  that  cruise  off 
th^  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?  By  Creorge,  it  must 
have  been  a  dozen,  at  least ! " 

**  Not  quite  as  bad  as  that.  Sir  Gervaise; 
though  he  did  expend  two  jib-booms  and  three 
top-gallant  yards  for  me.  Captain  Blewet  has 
a  fast  ship,  and  he  wishes  people  to  know  it" 
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"  And  he  has  sprung  his  foremast,  and  he 
shall  see  /  know  it !  Harkee,  Bunting,  make 
t\ie  Druid's  number  to  lie  by  the  prizes  and 
when  that's  answered,  tell  him  to  take  charge  of 
the  Frenchman,  and  to  wait  for  further  orders. 
I'U  send, him  to  Plymouth  to  get  a  new  fore- 
mast, and  to  see  the  stranger  in.  By  tlie  way, 
does  anybody  know  the  name  of  the  Frenchman 
—  hey,  Greenly?" 

*'  I  cannot  tell  you,  Sir  Gervaise,  though 
some  of  our  gentlemen  think  it  is  the  ship  that 
was  the  admiral's  second  ahead,  in  our  brush 
off  Cape  Finisterre.  I  am  not  of  the  same 
opinion,  however ;  for  that  vessel  had  a  billet- 
head,  and  this  has  a  woman  figure-head,  that 
looks  a  little  like  a  Minerva,  llie  French  have 
a  Xa  Mitierve,  1  think, 

"  Not  now,  Greenly,  if  this  be  she,  for  she 
is  ours."  Here  Sir  Gervaise  laughed  heartily 
at  his  own  humour,  and  all  near  him  joined  in, 
as  a  matter  of  course.  **  But  La  Minerve  has 
been  a  frigate  time  out  of  mind.  The  Goddess 
of  Wisdom  has  never  been  fool  enough  to  get 
inio  a  line  of  battle  when  she  has  had  it  in  her 
power  to  prevent  it." 
"  We  thought  the  figure-head  of  the  prize  a 
E  5 
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Venus,  as  we  passed  her  in  the  Dnud,"  Wy- 
cherly  modestly  observed. 

'^  There  is  a  way  of  knowing,  and  it  sfaaQ  be 
tried.  When  you've  done  with  the  Dniid, 
Bunting,  make  the  prize's  signal  to  repeat  her 
name  by  telegraph.  You  know  howto  nuke 
a  prize's  number,  I  suppose,  when  she  bi 
none." 

*^  I  confess  I  do  not.  Sir  Gervaise,"  ansvcral 
Bunting,  who  had  shown  by  his  manner  dnthe 
was  at  a  loss.  *'  Having  no  number  in  on 
books,  one  would  be  at  a  stand  how  to  get  ai 
her,  sir." 

<*  How  would ^of< do  it,  young  man?"  asked 
Sir  Gervaise,  who  all  this  time  was  hanging  OQ 
to  the  man-rope  of  the  poop-ladder.  ^'Lrt 
us  see  how  well  you  've  been  taught,  sir." 

"  I  believe  it  may  be  done  in  different  modes 
Sir  Gervaise,"  Wycherly  answered,  without  anj 
appearance  of  triumph  at  his  superior  readiness; 
"  but  the  simplest  I  know  is  to  hoist  theFreodi 
flag  under  the  English,  by  way  of  saying  lor 
whom  the  signal  is  intended." 

*^Do  it.  Bunting,"  continued  Sir  Gerraise, 
nodding  his  head  as  he  descended  the  ladder, 
'^  and  I  warrant  you  Daly  will  ^answer.    Whit 
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iOTl  of  M^ork  he  will  make  with  the  Frenchman's 

Sags,    is    another  matter.      I  doubt^  too,  if  he 

had    tlie    wit  to  carry  one  of  our  books   with 

\\vni,   in  which  case  he  will  be  at  a  loss  to  read 

our    signal.     Try  him,  however,  Bunting;  an 

Irishman  always  has  something  to  say,  though 

it  be  a  bull." 

This  order  given,  Sir  Gervaise  descended  to 
h\s   cabin.     In   half  an   hour  the   party   was 
seated   at  table  as   quietly   as  if  nothing  un- 
usual had  occurred  that  day. 

**  The  worst  of  these  little  brushes   which 

lead  to  nothing  is,  that  they  leave  as  strong  a 

smell  of  gunpowder  in  your  cabin.  Greenly,  as 

if  a  whole  fleet  had  been  destroyed,"  observed 

the  vice-admiral,  good-humoured  ly,  as  he  began 

to  help  his  guests.    ^*  I  hope  the  odour  we  have 

here  will  not  disturb  your  appetites,  gentlemen.'' 

^  You  do  this   day's   success   injustice,   Sir 

Gervaise,  in  calling  it  only  a  brush,"  answered 

the  captain,  who,  to  say  the  truth,  had  fallen  to 

as  heartily  upon  the  delicacies  of  Galleygo,  as 

if  he  had  not  eaten  in  twenty-four  hours.    <<  At 

any  rate,  it  has  brushed  the  spars  out  of  two  of 

King  Lewis's  ships,  and  one  of  them  into  our 
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hands ;  ay,  and   in   a  certain  sense,  into  otr 
pockets." 

'^  Quite  true,  Greenly  —  quite  true ;  but  whit 
would  it  have  been  if *' 

The  sudden  manner  in  which  the  commanda* 
in-chief  ceased  speaking  induced  his  companioiB 
to  think  that  he  had  met  with  some  aocidait 
in  eating  or  drinking ;  both  looked  eamesdj  it 
him^  as  if  to  offer  assistance.  He  was  pale  in 
the  face,  but  he  smiled,  and  otherwise  appeared 
at  his  ease. 

"  It  is  over,  gentlemen,"  said  Sir  GerraiK, 
gently,  —  "  we  '11  think  no  more  of  it" 

"  I  sincerely  hope  you  've  not  been  hit,  sir?" 
said  Greenly.  ^'  I  've  known  men  hit,  who  did 
not  discover  that  they  were  hurt  until  some 
sudden  weakness  has  betrayed  it«" 

*^  I  believe  the  French  have  let  me  off  this 
time,  my  good  friend, — yes,  I  think  Magntb 
will  be  plugging  no  shot-holes  in  my  hull  for 
this  affair.  Sir  Wycherly,  those  eggs  are  from 
your  own  estate,  Galleygo  having  laid  the  maoor 
under  contribution  for  all  sorts  of  good  things. 
Try  them.  Greenly,  as  coming  from  our  friend's 
property." 

^<  Sir  Wycherly  is  a  lucky  fellow  in  kmng 
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an  estAte^"  said  the  caplain.     ^*  Few  officers  of 

his    rank  can  boast   of  such    an  advantage; 

t\\ou|^h,  now  and  then,  an  old  one  is  better  off." 

**  That  is  true  enough,  —  hey,  Greenly? 

Xhe  army  fetches  up  most  of  the  fortunes ;  for 

your  rich  fellows  like  good  county  quarters  and 

county  balls.    I  was  a  younger  brother  when 

tViey   sent  me  to  sea,  but  I  became  a  baronet, 

and  a  pretty  warm  one  too,  while  yet  a  reefer. 

Poor  Josselin  died  when  I  was  only  sixteen, 

and  at  seventeen  they  made  me  an  officer.'* 

*'  Ay,  and  we  like  you  all  the  better,  Sir 
Gervaise,  for  not  giving  us  up  when  the  money 
came.  Now  Lord  Morganic  was  a  captain 
when  lie  succeeded,  and  we  think  much  less  of 
thaU" 

*^  Morganic  remains  in  service^  to  teach  us 
how  to  stay  top-masts  and  paint  figure-heads," 
observed  Sir  Gervaise,  a  little  drily.  "  And  yet 
the  fellow  handled  his  ship  well  to-day;  making 
much  better  weather  of  it  than  I  feared  he 
would  be  able  to  do/* 

"  I  hear  we  are  likely  to  get  another  duke  in 
the  navy,  sir;  it's  not  often  we  catch  one  of 
that. high  rank." 
Sir  Gervaise  cared  much  less  for  things  of 
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this  sort  than  Bluewater;  bat  he  naUirally 

a  glance  at  the  speaker,  as  this  was  said,  as 

much  as  to  ask  whom  he  meant. 

**  They  tell  me^  sir,  that  Lord  MoDtresoTy  the 
elder  brother  of  the  boy  in  the  Caesar,  b  in  a 
bad  way,  and  Lord  Geoffrey  stands  next  to  the 
succession.  I  think  there  is  too  much  stnff  in 
him  to  quit  us  now  he  is  almost  fit  to  get  his 
commission." 

**  True,  Bluewater  has  that  boy  of  high  hopes 
and  promise  with  him,  too,"  answered  Sir 
Gervaise  in  a  musing  manner,  unconscbits  oi 
what  he  said.  ^*  God  send  he  may  not  fbrgec 
thaiy  among  other  things  I  " 

*^  I  don't  think  rank  makes  any  difiereoce 
with  Admiral  Bluewater,  or  Captain  Stovd. 
The  nobles  are  worked  up  in  their  ship,  as  wdl 
as  the  humblest  reefer  of  them  all.  Here  is 
Bunting,  sir,  to  tell  us  something." 

Sir  Gervaise  started  from  a  fit  of  abstractioiH 
and,  turning,  he  saw  his  signal  officer  ready  to 
report. 

*^  Th&  Druid  has  answered  properly,  Sir 
Gervaise,  and  has  already  hauled  up  so  close 
that  I  think  she  will  luff  through  the  line^ 
though  it  may  be  astern  of  the  Carnatic** 
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^^  And  the  prize,  Bunting?     Have  you  sig- 
nalled tbe  prize,  as  I  told  you  to  do  ?  " 

*^  Yes,  sir ;  and  she  has  answered  so  properly 
that  I  make  no  question  the  prize-officer  took 
a  book  with  him.     The  telegraphic  signal  was 
answered  like  the  other." 

«  'Well  what  does  he  say  ?     Have  you  found 
out  the  name  of  the  Frenchman  ?" 

**  That 's  the  difficulty,  sir;  we  are  understood, 

but  Mr.  Daly  has  shown  something  aboard  the 

prize  that  the  quarter-master  swears  is  a  paddy." 

"  A  paddy !  —  What,  he  hasn't  had  himself 

run  up  at  a  yard-arm,  or  stun'sail-boom  end, 

bas    he  —  hey,  Wychecombe  ?      Daly  's   an 

Irishman,  and  has  only  to  show  himself  to  show 

a  paddy." 

'^  But  this  is  a  sort  of  an  image  of  some  kind 
or  other.  Sir  Gervaise,  and  yet  it  isn't  Mr.  Daly. 
I  rather  think  he  hasn't  the  flags  necessary  for 
our  words,  and  has  rigged  out  a  sort  of  a 
woman,  to  let  us  know  his  ship's  name ;  for  she 
has  a  woman  figure-head,  you  know,  sir." 

"  The  devil  he  has  !  Well,  that  will  form  an 
era  in  signals.  Galleygo,  look  out  at  the  cabin- 
window,  and  let  me  know  if  you  can  see  the 
prize  from  them  — well,  sir,  what's  the  news?" 
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<c 


I  sees  her,  Sir  Jarvy,*"  answered  die  stew- 
ard, ^*  and  I  sees  her  where  no  French  ship  as 
sails  in  company  with  British  vessels  has  a  iig|ht 
to  be.  If  she 's  a  fathom,  your  honour,  she's 
fifty  to  windward  of  our  line  !  Quite  oat  of 
her  place,  as  a  body  might  say,  and  ooreasoD* 
able." 

^^  That 's  owing  to  our  having  felled  the  forests 
of  her  masts,  Mr.  Galleygo ;  every  spar  that  is 
left  helping  to  put  her  where  she  is.  That 
prize  must  be  a  weatherly  ship,  though, — her, 
Greenly  ?  She  and  her  consort  were  well  id 
windward  of  their  own  line,  or  we  could  never 
have  got  'em  a3  we  did.  These  Frenchmen  io 
turn  off  a  weatherly  vessel  now  and  then,— 
that  we  must  all  admit." 

"  Yes,  Sir  Jarvy,"  put  in  Galleygo,  who  nerer 
let  the  conversation  flag  when  he  was  invited  to 
take  a  part  in  it ;  *'  yes.  Sir  Jarvy,  and  when 
they  've  turned  'em  off  the  stocks  they  turns  'em 
over  to  us,  commonly,  to  sail  'em.  Building  t 
crafl  is  one  piece  of  knowledge,  and  sailing  her 
well  is  another." 

^*  Enough  of  your  philosophy,  sirrah ;  look 
and  ascertain  if  there  is  anything  unusual  to  be 
seen  hanging  in  the  rigging  of  the  prize.  Unless 
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you  sViow  more  readiness,  I'll  send  one  of  the 
Bo^wlderos  to  help  you.'' 

X'liese  Bowlderos  were  the  servants  that  Sir 
Gervaise  brought  with  him  from  his  house, 
having  been  born  on  his  estate,  and  educated 
as  domestics  in  his  own  or  his  father's  family ; 
and  though  long  accustomed  to  a  man»of-war, 
as  their  ambition  never  rose  above  their  ordi- 
nary service,  the  steward  held  them  exceedingly 
cheap.     A  severer  punishment  could  not  be 
offered  him,  than  to  threaten  to  direct  one  of 
these  common  menials  to  do  any  duty  that  in 
the  least  pertained  to  the  profession.    The  pre- 
sent menace  had  the  desired  effect,  Galleygo 
losing  no  time  in  critically  examining  the  prize's 
rigging. 

'<  I  calls  nothing  extr*ornary  in  a  Frenchman's 
rigging,  Sir  Jarvy,"  answered  the  steward,  as 
soon  as  he  felt  sure  of  his  fact;  ^Hheir  dock- 
men  have  idees  of  their  own  as  to  such  things. 
Now  there  is  sum'mat  hanging  at  the  lee  fore- 
yard-arm  of  that  chap,  that  looks  as  if  it  might 
be  a  top-gallant-stun'sail  made  up  to  be  sent 
aloft  and  set,  but  which  stopped  when  it  got  as 
high  as  it  is,  on  finding  out  that  there's  no 
.  hamper  over-head  to  spread  it  to." 
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«  That  *s  it,  sir,*'  put  in  Bonang.  «  Mr. 
Daly  has  run  his  woman  up  to  the  fore>jani* 
arm,  like  a  pirate.'' 

"  Woman  !  "  repeated  Galleygo,  —  "  do  yoa 
call  that  'ere  thing-um-mee  a  woman,  Bifr. 
Buntin'  ?  I  calls  it  a  bundle  of  flags,  nude  up 
to  set,  if  there  was  anything  to  set  'em  to." 

'^  It 's  nothing  but  an  Irish  woman,  Ibster 
Galleygo,  as  you  '11  see  for  yourself,  if  yoall 
level  this  glass  at  it." 

«  I  '11  do  that  office  myself,"  cried  Sir  Ger- 
vaise.  '^  Have  you  any  curiosity,  gentlemen,  to 
read  Mr.  Daly's  signal  ?  Galleygo,  open  thit 
weather  window,  and  clear  away  the  books  and 
writing-desk,  that  we  may  have  a  look." 

The  orders  were  immediately  obeyed,  and 
the  vice-admiral  was  soon  seated  examining  the 
odd  figure  that  was  certainly  hanging  at  the  ke 
fore-yard-arm  of  the  prize ;  a  perfect  nonde- 
script as  regarded  all  nautical  experience. 

**  Hang  me,  if  I  can  make  anything  of  it, 
Greenly,"  said  Sir  Gervaise,  after  a  long  look. 
*^  Do  t/oti  take  this  seat,  and  try  your  hand  at 
an  observation.  It  resembles  a  sort  of  a  womao, 
sure  enough." 

"  Yes,  sir,"  observed  Bunting,  with  the  ear- 
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Qestness  of  ti  man  who  felt  his  reputation  in- 
volved   in  the  issue,  ^^  I  was  certain  that  Mr. 
Daly  bas  run  up  the  figure  to  let  us  know  the 
name  of  the  prize,  and  that  for  want  of  a  tele- 
g;raph-book  to  signal  the  letters ;  and  so  I  made 
sure    of  what  I  was  about,  before  I  took  the 
ViV>eTty  to  come  below  and  report." 

*^  And  pray  what  do  you  make  of  it,  Bunt- 
ing ?  The  figure-head  might  tell  us  better,  but 
that  seems  to  be  imperfect." 

^'  The  figure-head  has  lost  all  its  bust,  and 
one  arm,  by  a  shot,"  said  Greenly,  turning  the 
glass  to  the  object  named ;  ^*  and  I  can  tell  Mr. 
Daly  that  a  part  of  the  gammoning  of  his  bow- 
sprit is  gone,  too  I     That  ship  requires  looking 
to.  Sir  Gervaise ;  she  '11  have  no  foremast  to- 
morrow morning,  if  this  wind  stand  i     Another 
shot  has  raked  the.  lower  side  of  her  fore-top, 
and  carried  away  half  the   frame.     Yes,   and 

there 's  been  a  fellow  at  work,  too " 

"Never  mind  the  shot  —  never  mind  the 
shot.  Greenly,"  interrupted  the  vice-admiral. 
^  A  poor  devil  like  him  couldn't  have  six  of  us 
at  him  at  once,  and  expect  to  go  *  shot-free.' 
Tell  us  something  of  the  woman." 
"Well,  Sir  Gervaise,  no  doubt  Daly  has 
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hoisted  her  as  a  symbol.  Ay,  no  doobt  the 
ship  is  the  Minerva,  after  all,  for  there's  sooie- 
thing  on  the  head  like  a  helmet.** 

^'  It  never  can  be  the  Minerva,"  said  the 
vice-admiraly  positively,  '^  for  she,  I  ieel  certain, 
is  a  frigate.  Hand  me  the  litde  book  with  i 
red  cover,  Banting ;  that  near  your  hand ;  it  fass 
a  list  of  the  enemy's  navy.  Here  it  is — *Le 
Mineroe^  S2,  le  capitaine  de  frigate^  Maiiau 
Built  in  1 733,  old  and  dull.'  That  setdes  tbe 
Minerva,  for  this  list  is  the  last  sent  us  by  tbe 
Admiralty." 

^^Then  it  must  be  the  Pallas,"  rgoioed 
Greenly,  ^<  for  she  wears  a  helmet^  too^  and  I 
am  certain  there  is  not  only  a  cap  to  resemUe 
a  helmet,  but  a  Gruemsey  frock  on  the  body  lo 
represent  armour.  Both  Minerva  and  PallaS) 
if  I  remember  right,  wore  armour." 

*^  This  is  coming  nearer  to  the  point — bcTt 
Greenly  ?  "  the  vice-admiral  innocently  chiioed 
in ;  **  let  us  look  and  see  if  the  Pallas  is  a  tvo- 
decker  or  not.  By  George,  there's  no  such 
name  on  the  list*  That 's  odd,  now,  that  tbe 
French  should  have  one  of  these  goddesses,  snd 
not  the  other ! " 

••  They  never  has  anything  right,  Sir  Jirn,** 
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Galley  go  thrust  in,  by  way  .of  commentary  on 
^e  vice-admiral's  and  the  captain's  classical 
ore ;  ^^  and  it 's  surprising  to  me  that  they  should 
:>ave  siTiy  goddess  at  all,  seeing  that  they  has  so 
little  respect  for  religion  in  general." 

Wycherly  fidgeted,  but  respect  for  his  su- 
periors kept  him  silent.     As  for  Bunting,  't  was 
all  the   same  to  him,  his  father  having  been  a 
purser   in   the  navy,  and  he  himself  educated 
altogether  on  board  ship,  and  this,  too,  a  cen- 
tury since. 

^*  It  might  not  be  amiss.  Sir  Gervaise," 
observed  the  captain,  ^^  to  work  this  rule  back- 
wards, and  just  look  over  the  list  until  we 
find  a  two-decked  ship. that  ought  to  have  a 
woman  figure-head,  which  will  greatly  simplify 
the  matter.  I've  known  difficult  problems 
solved  in  that  mode." 

The  idea  struck  Sir  Oervaise  as  a  good  one, 
and  he  set  about  the  execution  of  the  project 
in  good  earnest.  Just  as  he  came  to  U Hecate 
64,  an  exclamation  from  Greenly  caught  his 
attention,  and  he  inquired  its  cause. 

*^Look   for  yourself  Sir  Gervaise;   unless 
my  eyes  are  good  for  nothing,  Daly  is  running 
a  kedge  up  alongside  of  his  woman." 
^  What,  a  kedge  ?  —  Ay,  that  is  intended  for 
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an  anchor,  and  it  means  Hope.  ETer]^bodT 
knows  that  Hope  carries  an  anchor — bey, 
Wychecombe  ?  Upon  my  word,  Daly  shon 
ingenuity.  Look  for  the  Hope,  in  that  list 
Bunting,  —  you  will  find  the  English  names 
printed  first,  in  the  end  of  the  book.'* 

"  *  The  Hope,  or  HEsperance^ "  read  the 
signal-officer ;  **  *  36,  lee  capitang  deefrigaie  die 
CourtraiiJ  " 

'^  A  single-decked  ship,  ailer  all !  Hiis  af- 
fair is  as  bad  as  the  d ^  nuUus  ashore  there. 

I  '11  not  be  beaten  in  learning,  however,  by  anj 
Frenchman  who  ever  floated.  Go  beloir, 
Locker,  and  desire  Doctor  Magrath  to  step  op 
here,  if  he  is  not  occupied  with  the  wounded. 
He  knows  more  Latin  than  any  roan  in  the 
ship." 

^^Yes,  Sir  Jarvy;  but  this  b  French,  joo 
knows,  your  honour,  and  isn't  as  Latin  at  ail. 
I  expects  she  HI  turn  out  to  have  some  name  as 
no  modest  person  wishes  to  use,  and  we  shall 
have  to  halter  it" 

*'  Ay,  he 's  catted  his  anchor,  sure  enoagh;  if 
the  figure  be  not  Hope,  it  must  be  Faith,  or 
Charity." 

**  No  fear  of  them.  Sir  Jarvy ;  the  Freoch  has 
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uo  fidtb,  nor  no  charity,  no,  nor  no  bowels,  as 

any  poor  fellow  knows  as  has  ever  been  wrecked 

on  their  coast,  as  once  happened  to  me,  when  a 

b'y.       I  looks  upon  'em  as  no  better  than  so 

many  heatheners,  and  perhaps  that 's  the  name 

of  the  ship.     I  've  seed  heatheners  a  hundred 

times.  Sir  Jarvy,  in  that  sort  of  toggery." 

^*  'What,  man,  did  you  ever  see  a  heathen 
with  an  anchor?  —  one  that  will  weigh  three 
hundred  if  it  will  weigh  a  pound  ?  " 

^^  Perhaps  not,  your  honour,  with  a  down- 
right hanchor,  but  with  sum'mat  like  a  killog. 
But  that's  no  anchor,  a'ter  all,  but  only  a  kedge, 
catted  hanchor-fashion,  sir." 

*^  Here  comes  Magrath,  to  help  us  out  of  the 
difficulty,  and  we  '11  propound  the  matter  to 
him." 

The  vice-admiral  now  explained  the  whole 
affiiir  to  the  surgeon,  frankly  admitting  that  the 
classics  of  the  cabin  were  at  fault,  and  throwing 
himself  on  the  gun-room  for  assistance.  Ma- 
grath was  not  a  little  amused,  as  he  listened, 
for  this  was  one  of  his  triumphs,  and  he  chuckled 
not  a  little  at  the  dilemma  of  his  superiors. 

"  Well,  Sir  Jairvis,"  he  answered,  "  ye  might 
do  warse  than  call  a  council  o'  war  on  the  mat- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

There 's  hemAj  m  tibe  iieq» :  — 

Tbe  wsve  ■  fainer  dun  tbe  sky ; 

And,  tboiigh  dw  U^xt  Aintt  bng|lit  on  h^gjh. 

More  mMj  do  tbe  tf  ^fimi  glow. 

That  ^pvUe  in  the  dqidis  bdow. 

The  rMBbon*»  tints  are  only  made 

When  on  the  waten  they  are  laid ; 

And  son  and  Boon  most  sweedy  shine 

Upon  the  oeean's  lerd  btme. 

Thcre*sbeanty  in  thedeep.  Beaikabd. 

As  Daly  was  tbe  recognised  jester  of  the  fleet, 
his  extraordiiiaiy  attempt  to  announce  his  ves- 
sel's name  was  received  as  a  characteristic  joke, 
and  it  served  to  laugh  at  until  something  better 
offered.    Under  the  actual  circumstances  of  the 
two    squadrons,  however,   it  was  soon    tem- 
porarily forgotten  in  graver  things,  for  few 
believed  the  collision  that  had  already  taken 
place  was  to  satisfy  a  roan  of  the  known  tem- 
perament of  the  commander-in-chief.     As  the 
junction  of  the  rear  division  was  the  only  thing 
wanting  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  as 
soon  as  the  weather  should  moderate  a  little, 
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every  ship  had  careful  look-outs  aloft, 
the  horizon  constantly  with  glasses,  more  par- 
ticularly towards  the  east  and  north-east.  Hk 
gale  broke  about  noon,  though  the  wind  stS 
continued  fresh  from  the  same  quarter  as  be> 
fore.  The  sea  began  to  go  down,  howei^er.  Mad 
at  eight  bells  material  changes  had  occurred  ii 
the  situations  of  both  fleets.  Some  of  tfaex  h 
may  be  necessary  to  mention. 
*^  The  ship  of  the  French  admiral,  Le  Foi* 
droyant,  and  Le  Scipion,  had  been  recetted,  as 
it  might  be,  in  the  arms  of  their  own  fleet,  is 
the  manner  already  mentioned ;  and  from  dw 
moment,  the  movement  of  the  whole  force  ms, 
in  a  measure,  regulated  by  that  of  these  two 
crippled  vessels.  The  former  ship,  by  TDien& 
of  her  lower  sails,  might  have  continued  to  Vftf 
her  station  in  the  line,  so  long  as  the  gale  hsted: 
but  the  latter  unavoidably  fell  o£^  compd&f 
her  consorts  to  keep  near,  or  to  abandon  her  to 
her  fate.  M.  de  Vervillin  preferred  the  boer 
course.  The  consequences  were,  that,  by  Ae 
time  the  sun  was  in  the  zenith,  his  line,  a  good 
deal  extended  still,  and  &r  from  rq^sr,  vn 
quite  three  leagues  to  leeward  of  that  of  ^ 
English.     Nor  was  this  all :  at  that  importiot 
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in  the  day,  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  was  enabled 
sail  on  all  his  ships,  setting  the  ibre  and 
iizen*top*sails  close  reefed;  while  La  Victoire, 
fkst  vessel,  was  enabled  to  keep  in  company 
»y  crarrying  whole  courses.     The  French  could 
lot  imitate  this,  inasmuch  as  one  of  their  crip- 
pled vessels  had  nothing  standing  but  a  fore- 
mast.    Sir  Gervaise  had  ascertained,  before  the 
distance  became  too  great  for  such  observations, 
that  the  enemy  was  getting  ready  to  send  up 
new  top-masts,  and  the  other  necessary  spars  on 
board  the  admiral,  as  well  as  jury  lower-masts 
in  Le  Scipion ;  though  the  sea  would  not  yet 
permit  any  positive  demonstrations  to  be  made 
towards  such  an  improvement.  He  laid  his  own 
plans  for  the  approaching  night  accordingly; 
determining  not  to  worry  his  people,  or  notify 
the  enemy  of  his  intentions,  by  attempting  any 
similar  improvement  in  the  immediate  condition 
of  his  prize. 

About  noon,  each  ship's  number  was  made  in 
succession,  and  the  question  was  put  if  she  had 
sustained  any  material  injury  in  the  late  con* 
flict.  The  answers  were  satisfactory  in  general, 
though  one  or  two  of  the  vessels  made  such  re- 
plies as  induced  the  commander-in-chief  to  re- 

F  2 
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sort  to  a  still  more  direct  mode  of 
the  real  condition  of  his  fleet  In  order  to 
this  important  object.  Sir  Gerraise  waited  two 
hours  longer,  for  the  double  purpose  of  lediBg 
all  the  messes  get  through  with  thar  dimiers, 
and  to  permit  the  wind  to  abate  and  the  tea  id 
&li,  as  both  were  now  iast  doing.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  however,  he  appeared  on 
the  poop,  summoning  Bunting  to  his  customuj 
duty. 

At  2  p.  M.  it  blew  a  whole  top-sail  breeae,  e 
it  is  called ;  but  the  sea  being  still  high,  and  die 
ships  close-hauled,  the  vice-admiral  did  not  see 
fit  to  order  any  more  sail.     Perhaps  he  was  also 
influenced  by  a  desire  not  to  increase  bis  dis- 
tance from  the  enemy,  it  being  a  part  of  lus 
plan  to  keep  M.  de  Vervillin  in  plain  sight  so 
long  as  the  day  continued,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  position  of  his 
fleet  during  the  hours  of  darkness.    HbprtseM 
intention  was  to  cause  his  vessels  to  pass  hfbn 
him  in  review,  as  a  general  orders  his  battalions 
to  march  past  a  station  occupied  by  himself  and 
stafl^  with  a  view  to  judge  by  his  own  eye  of  tbeir 
steadiness  and  appearance.  Vice- Admiral  Oikes 
was  the  only  officer  in  the  British  natywlio 
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!ver  resorted  to  this  practice :  but  he  did  many 
hings  of  which  other  men  never  dreamed,  and, 
imoag  the  rest,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  attack 
double  his  force,  when  an  occasion  offered,  as 
has  just  been  seen.  The  o£5cers  of  the  fleet 
called  these  characteristic  reviews  "  Sir  Jarvy's 
fL^ld-days,"  finding  a  malicious  pleasure  in  com- 
paring anything  out  of  the  common  nautioal 
track,  to  some  usage  of  the  soldiers. 

Bunting  got  his  orders,  notwithstanding  the 
jokes  of  the  fleet;   and  the  necessary  signals 
were  made  and  the  answers  given.     Captain 
Greenly  then  received  his  verbal  instructions, 
when  the  commander-in-chief  went  below,  to 
prepare   himself   for    the  approaching  scene. 
When  Sir  Gervaise  reappeared  on  the  poop, 
he  was  in  full  uniform,  wearing  the  star  of  the 
Bath,   as   was  usual  with  him  on  all  solemn 
oflBcial  occasions.  Atwood  and  Bunting  were  at 
his  side,  while  the  Bowlderos,  in  their  rich 
shore-liveries,  formed  a  group  at  hand*     Cap- 
tain Greenly   and  his  first  lieutenant  joined 
the  party  as  soon  as  their  duty  with  the  ship 
was  over.     On  the  opposite  side  of  the  poop, 
die  whole  of  the  marines  off  guard  were  drawn 
up  in  triple  lines,  with  their  officers  at  their 
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head.  The  ship  herself  had  hauled  up  ker 
main-sail,  hauled  down  all  her  stay«safls,  aod 
lay  with  her  inain-*top-sail  braced  sharp  abftck, 
with  orders  to  the  quarternnaster  to  keep  her 
little  off  the  wind ;  the  object  being  to  leave  a 
little  way  through  the  water,  in  order  to  pn>- 
long  the  expected  interriews.  With  these  pie- 
p^ations,  the  commander-in-chief  awaited  tlie 
successive  approach  of  his  ships,  the  sun,  for  the 
first  time  in  twenty-four  hours,  making  hb  ap- 
pearance in  a  flood  of  brilliant  summer-light,  as 
if  purposely  to  grace  the  ceremony* 

The  first  ship  that  drew  near  the  Plantagenct 
was  the  Carnatic,  as  a  matter  of  coarse,  At 
being  the  next  in  the  line.   This  vessel,  remark- 
able, as  the  commander-in-chief  bad  observed, 
for  never  being  out  of  the  way,  was  not  long  in 
closing,  though   as  she  luffed  up  on  the  ad- 
miral's weather-quarter,  to  pass  to  windwaid, 
she  let  go  all  her  top-sail  bowlines,  so  as  to 
deaden  her  way,  making  a  sort  of  halAboanL 
This  simple  evolution,  as  she  righted  her  belot 
brought  her  about  fifty  yards  to  windward  of 
the   Plantagenet,  past  which  ship  she  surged 
slowly  but  steadily,  the  weather  now  permittiii|[ 
a  conversation  to  be  held  at  that  distance,  and 
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y  means  of  trumpets,  with  little  or  no  effort  of 
tie  voice. 

Most  of  the  officers  of  the  Camatic  were  on 

ber  poop,  as  she  came  sweeping  up  heavily, 

::astiiig  her  shadow  on  the  Plantagenet's  decks. 

Captain  Parker  himself  was  standing  near  the 

T\dg<e-ropes,  his  head  uncovered,  and  the  grey 

hairs  floating  in  the  breeze.    The  countenance 

of  this  simple-minded  veteran  was  a  little  anxious, 

for  had  he  feared  the  enemy  a  tenth  part  as 

much  as  he  stood  in  awe  of  his  commanding 

officer,  he  would  have  been  totally  unfit  for  his 

station.     Now  he  glanced  upward  at  his  sails, 

to  see  that  all  was  right;  then,  as  he  drew 

nearer,  fathom  by  fathom  as  it  might  be,  he 

anxiously  endeavoured  to  read  the  expression 

of  the  vice-admiral's  face. 

"  How  do  you  do.  Captain  Parker?"  com- 
menced Sir  Gervaise,  with  true  trumpet  for- 
mality, making  the  customary  salutation. 

«  How  is  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  to-day  ?  I 
hope  untouched  in  the  late  affair  with  the 
eaemy  ?" 

"  Quite  well,  I  thank  you,  sir ;  has  the  Car- 

itttic  received  any  serious  injury  in  the  battle?" 

*<  None  to  mention,  Sir  Gervaise.    A  rough 
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scrape  of  the  foremast,  but  not  enough  Id 
us,  now  the  weather  has  moderated ;  a  fiisie 
rigging  cut,  and  a  couple  of  raps  in  the  faidL* 
'   "  Have  your  people  suffered,  sir?" 

^'  Two  killed  and  seven  wounded,  Sir  Ger- 
vaise.  Good  lads,  most  of  'em ;  but  enough  Vkt 
'eiti  remain." 

"  I  understand,  then.  Captain  Parker,  that 
you  report  the  Carnatic  fit  for  any  service?' 

**  As  much  so  as  my  poor  abilities  enable  mt 
to  make  her.  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,"  answered  die 
other,  a  little  alarmed  at  the  formality  and  pie- 
cision  of  the  ^estion.  ^*  Meet  her  with  the 
helm — meet  her  with  the  helm." 

All  this  passed  while  the  Carnatic  was  making 
her  half-board,  and  the  helm  being  righted,  die 
now  slowly  and  majestically  fell  off  with  her 
broadside  to  the  admiral,  gathering  way  as  her 
canvass  began  to  draw  again.  At  this  instant, 
when  the  yard-arms  of  the  two  ships  were  about 
a  hundred  feet  asunder,  and  just  as  the  Carnatic 
drew  up  fairly  abeam.  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  raised 
his  hat,  stepped  quickly  to  the  side  of  the  poop, 
waved  his  hand  for  silence^  and  spoke  with  a 
distinctness  that  rendered  his  words  audible  to 
all  in  both  vessels. 
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**  Captain  Parker,"  he  said,  <<  I  wish,  publicly, 

to  thaxik  you  for  your  noble  conduct  this  day. 

I  bave  always  said  a  surer  support  could  never 

foUo^^  a  commander  in-chief  into  battle ;  you 

have  more  than  proved  my  opinion  to  be  true. 

\  ^ish,  publicly,  to  thank  you,  sir." 

*^  Sir  Oervaise  —  I  cannot  express '—Grod 
bless  you.  Sir  Gervaise ! " 

'^  I  have  but  one  fault  to  find  with  you,  sir, 
and  that  is  easily  pardoned." 
I  'm  sure  I  hope  so,  sir." 
You  handled  your  ship  so  rapidly  and  so 
surely,  that  'soe  had  hardly  time  to  get  out  of 
\he  way  of  your  guns  1 " 

Old  Parker  could  not  now  have  answered 
had  hb  life  depended  on  it ;  but  he  bowed,  and 
dashed  a  hand  across  his  eyes.  There  was  but 
a  moment  to  say  any  more. 

**  If  hb  Majesty's  sword  be  not  laid  on  your 
shoulder  for  thb  day's  work,  sir,  it  shall  be  no 
fault  of  mine,"  added  Sir  Gervabe,  waving  his 
hat  in  adieu. 

While  thb  dialogue  lasted,  so  profound  was 
the  stillness  in  the  two  ships,  that  the  wash  of 
the  water  under  the  bows  of  the  Camatic  was 
the  only  sound  to  interfere  with  Sir  Gervaise's 
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clarion  voice ;  but  the  instant  be  ceased  to 
speak,  the  crews  of  both  vessek  rose  as  cbc 
man,  and  cheered.  The  officers  joined  beaitiiy, 
and  to  complete  the  oomplimoit,  the  con* 
mander-in-chief  ordered  his  own  marines  id 
present  arms  to  the  passing  vessel.  Then  it 
was  that,  every  sail  drawing,  again  the  Camcdc 
took  a  sudden  start,  and  shot  nearly  her  lei^cli 
ahead,  on  the  summit  of  a  sea.  In  half  a 
minute  more,  she  was  ahead  of  the  PlaDtage> 
net's  flying-jib-boom  end,  steering  a  little  free, 
so  as  not  to  throw  the  admiral  to  leeward. 

The  Carnatic  was  scarcely  out  of  the  war, 
before  the  Achilles  was  ready  to  take  her  place. 
This  ship,  having  more  room,  had  easily  lufied 
to  windward  of  the  Plantagenet,  simply  letting 
go  her  bowlines,  as  her  bows  doubled  on  the 
admiral's  stern,  in  order  to  check  her  way. 

**  How  do  you  do  to-day,  Sir  Gervaise  ?" 
called  out  Lord  Morganic,  without  waiting  for 
the  commander-in-chiefs  hail  —  ''allow  me  to 
congratulate  you,  sir,  on  the  exploits  of  this 
glorious  day  !  ^' 

"  I  thank  you,  my  lord,  and  wish  to  say  I  am 
satisfied    with    the    behaviour    of  your  ship^ 
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You've  a// done  well,  and  I  desire  to  thank  you 
oC*     Is  the  Achilles  injured?" 

^^  Nothing  to  speak  of,  sir.    A  litde  rigging 
gone,  and  here  and  there  a  stick." 

"  Have  you  lost  any  men,  my  lord?  I  desire 

particularly  to  know  the  condition  of  each  ship." 

^  Some  eight  or  ten  poor  fellows,  I  believe. 

Sir  Oervaise ;   but  we  are  ready  to  engage  this 

instant." 

^*  It  is  well,  my  lord ;  steady  your  bowlines, 
and  make  room  for  the  Thunderer." 

Morganic  gave  the  order;  but  as  his  ship 
drew  aheadi  he  called  out  in  a  pertinacious  way, 
— *^'  I  hope.  Sir  Gervaise,  you  don't  mean  to 
give  that  other  lame  duck  up.  I've  got  my  first 
lieutenant  on  board  one  of  'em,  and  confess  to 
a  desire  to  put  the  second  on  board  another." 

^'  Ay  —  ay — Morganic;  loe  knock  down  the 
birds,  and  you  bag  'em.  I'll  give  you  more 
sport  in  the  same  way,  before  I've  done  with 
ye." 

This  little  concession,  even  Sir  Gervaise 
Oakes,  a  man  not  accustomed  to  trifle  in  mat- 
ters of  duty,  saw  fit  to  make  to  the  other's 
rank;  and  then  the  Achilles  withdrew  from 
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before  the  flag-ship,  as  the  coitaio  b 
from  before  the  scene. 

^^I  do  believe,  Greenleaf,"  obsenred  Lord 
Morganic  to  his  surgeon,  one  of  his  induced 
favourites,'^  that  Sir  Jarvy  is  a  little  jealooi  of 
us,  because  Daly  got  into  the  prize  befiote  he 
could  send  one  of  his  own  boats  aboard  of  her 
^Twill  tell  well  in  the  Gazette,  too,  will  U  not? 
— '  The  French  ship  was  taken  possessioo  a^ 
and  brought  off^  by  the  Achilles,  Captain  the 
Earl  of  Morganic !'  I  hope  the  old  fellow  will 
have  the  decency  to  give  us  our  due.  I  rather 
think  it  was  our  last  broadside  that  brought  the 
colours  down  ?" 

A  suitable  answer  was  returned,  but  as  the 
ship  is  drawing  ahead,  we  cannot  follow  her  to 
relate  it  The  vessel  that  approached  the  third, 
was  the  Thunderer,  Captain  Foley.  This  was 
one  of  the  ships  that  had  received  the  fire  of 
the  three  leading  French  vessels,  after  they  had 
brought  the  wind  abeam,  and  being  the  leading 
vessel  of  the  English  rear,  she  had  suffered 
more  than  any  other  of  the  British  squadron. 
The  fact  was  apparent,  as  she  approached,  Yjj 
the  manner  in  which  her  rigging  was  knotted, 
and  the  attention  that  had  been  paid  to  her 
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&pars.  Even  as  she  closed,  the  men  were  on 
the  yard  bending  a  new  main-coursei  the  old 
one  having  been  hit  on  the  bolt-rope,  and  torn 
nearly  from  the  spar.  There  were  also  several 
plugs  on  her  lee-side  to  mark  the  spots  where 
the  French  guns  had  told. 

Xhe  usual  greetings  passed  between  the  vice- 
admiral  and  his  captain,  and  the  former  put  his 
questions* 

<<  AVe  have  not  been  quite  exchanging  salutes, 
Sir  Oervaise,"  answered  Captain  Foley ;  '^  but 
the  ship  is  ready  for  service  again.  Should  the 
wind  moderate  a  little,  I  think  everything  would 
stand  to  carry  sail  hardJ* 

**  I'm  glad  to  hear  it,  sir — rejoiced  to  hear  it, 
sir.  I  feared  more  for  you,  than  for  any  other 
vessel.  I  hope  you've  not  suffered  materially  in 
your  crew  ?" 

*<  Nine  killed.  Sir  Gervaise ;  and  the  surgeon 
tells  me  sixteen  wounded." 

"  That  proves  you  've  not  been  in  port,  Foley ! 
Well,  I  dare  say,  could  the  truth  be  known,  it 
would  be  found  that  M.  de  Vervillin's  vessels 
bear  your  marks,  in  revenge.  Adieu  •»  adieu  — 
God  bless  you." 
The  Thunderer  glided  ahead^  making  room 


110  THE  TWO   ADMIRALS. 

for  the  Blenheim,  Captain  Sterling.    Tliis 
one  of  your  serviceable  ships,  withoot  aoy 
or  style  about  her ;  but  a  vessel  that  was  alwap 
ready  to  give  and  take.    Her  commander  was  a 
regular  sea-dog,  a  little  addicted  to  hard  and 
outlandish  oaths,  a  great  consumer  of  tohaccp 
and  brandy,  but  who  had  the  discriminatiaB 
never  to-  swear  in  the  presence  of  the 
mander-in«chief,  although  he  had  been 
to  do  so  in  a  church ;  or  to  drink  more  than  he 
could  well  carry,  when  he  was  in  presenoe  of 
an  enemy  or  a  gale  of  wind.     He  was  too  fim 
a  man,  and  too  good  a  seamen,  to  use  the  book 
as  a  refuge;  it  was  the  companion  of  his  esc 
and  pleasure ;  and  to  confess  the  truth,  he  then 
treated  it  with  an  affectionate  benevolence,  thii 
rendered  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  others  not 
to  entei*tain  some  of  his  own  partiality  far  it 
In  a  word.  Captain  Sterling  was  a  sailor  of  the 
^*  old  school ;"  for  there  was  an  *'old  school"  in 
manners,  habits,  opinions,  philosophy,  mords, 
and  reason,  a  century  since,  precisely  as  there 
is  to-day,  and  probably  will  be,  a  century  hence. 
The  Blenheim  made  a  good  report,  not  hav- 
ing sustained  any  serious  injury  whatever;  nor 
bad  she  a  man  hurt     The  captain  reported  his 
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&\iip  as  fit  for  service  as  she  was  the  hour  she 
lifted  her  anchor. 

*^  So  much  the  better.  Sterling  —  so  much 

the  better.     You  shall  take  the  edge  off  the 

next    afiair,   by  way  of   giving    you   another 

cV^ance.     I  rely  on  the  Blenheim,  and  on  her 

captain." 

*^  I  thank  you,  sir,"  returned  Sterling,  as  his 
ship  moved  on ;  *^  by  the  way.  Sir  Gervaise, 
would  it  not  be  fair  play  to  rummage  the  prize's 
lockers  before  she  gets  into  the  hands  of  the 
custom-house  ?  Out  here  on  the  high  seas, 
there  can  be  no  smuggling  in  thai ;  there  must 
be  good  claret  aboard  her." 

'*  There  would  be  *  plunder  of  a  prize,'  Ster* 
ling,"  said  the  vice-admiral,  laughing,  for  he 
knew  that  the  question  was  put  more  as  a  joke 
than  a  serious  proposition ;  *'  and  that  is  death, 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  Move  on ;  here  is 
Goodfellow  close  upon  your  heels." 

The  last  ship  in  the  English  line  was  the 
Warspite,  Captain  Goodfellow,  an  officer  re- 
markable in  the  service  at  that  day,  for  a  <*  reli- 
gious turn,"  as  it  was  called.  As  is  usually  the 
case  with  men  of  this  stamp.  Captain  Good- 
fellow was  quiet,  thoughtful,  and  attentive  to 
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his  duty.  There  was  less  of  the  retl  tmr 
him,  perhaps,  than  in  some  of  his  compAO 
but  his  ship  was  in  good  order,  always  did 
duty,  and  was  remarkably  attentive  to 
a  circumstance  that  rendered  her  commander  a 
marked  favourite  with  the  vice-admiraL  After 
the  usual  questions  were  put  and  answered,  Sv 
Gervaise  informed  Goodfellow  that  he  in 
to  change  the  order  of  sailing  so  as  to 
him  near  the  van. 

"  We  will  give  old  Parker  a  breathing  speD, 
Goodfellow,"  added  the  commander-in-cfaieC 
''and  you  will  be  my  second  astern.  I  motf 
go  ahead  of  you  all,  or  you  'U  be  running  down 
on  the  Frenchman  without  orders,  pretendiif 
you  can't  see  the  signals  in  the  smoke." 

The  Warspite  drove  ahead,  and  the  Planta* 
genet  was  now  left  to  receive  the  prize  and  the 
Druid ;  the  Chloe,  Driver,  and  Active  not  being 
included  in  the  signal.  Daly  had  been  gn* 
dually  eating  the  other  ships  out  of  the  wind, 
as  has  been  mentioned  already,  and  when  the 
order  was  given  to  pass  within  hail,  he  grum- 
bled not  a  little  at  the  necessity  of  losing  so 
much  of  his  vantage  ground.  Nevertheless^  it 
would  not  do  to  joke  with  the  commander-in* 
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chief  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  and  he  was  fain 
to  haul  up  bis  coorses,  and  wait  for  the  moment 
when  he  might  close.     By  the  time  the  War- 
spite  was  out  of  the  way,  his  ship  had  drifted 
down  so  near  the  admiral,  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  haul  aboard  his  tacks  again,  and 
pass  as  near  as  was  at  all  desirable.     When 
quite  near,  he  hauled  up  his  mainsail,  by  order 
of  the  Tice-admiral. 

"  Are  you  much  in  want  of  anything,  Mr. 
Daly  ?"  demanded  Sir  Gervabe,  as  soon  as  the 
Yieutenant  appeared  forward  to  meet  his  hail. 
*^  The  sea  is  going  down  so  fast,  that  we  might 
now  send  you  some  boats.** 

"  Many  thanks.  Sir  Gervaise  ;  I  want  to  get 
rid  of  a  hundred  or  two  Frenchmen,  and  to 
have  a  hundred  Englishmen  in  their  places. 
We  are  but  twenty-one  of  the  king's  subjects 
here,  all  told." 

"  Captain  Blewet  is  ordered  to  keep  com- 
pany with  you,  sir ;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  dark, 
I  intend  to  send  you  into  Plymouth  under  the 
frigate's  convoy.  Is  she  a  nice  ship, — hey, 
Daly?** 

"  Why,  Sir  Gervaise,  she  *s  like  a  piece  of 
broken  crockery,  just  now,  and  one  can't  tell 
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all  her  merits.  She's  not  a  bad  goer,  and 
weatherlyi  I  think,  all  will  call  her.  But  she's 
thundering  French,  inside." 

**  We  '11  make  her  English,  in  due  time,  sir. 
How  are  the  leaks?  Do  the  pumps  work 
freely  ?  " 

"  Deuce  the  Take  has  she,  Sir  Geryaise,  and 
the  pumps  suck  like  a  nine  months'  babby* 
And  if  they  didn't,  we're  scarce  the  boys  to  fiad 
out  the  contr&ry,  being  but  nineteen  working 
hands." 

^^  Very  well,  Daly ;  you  can  haul  aboard 
your  main-tack,  now ;  remember,  you  're  to  go 
into  Plymouth  as  soon  as  it  is  dark.  If  you 
see  anything  of  Admiral  Bluewater,  tell  him  I 
rely  on  his  support,  and  only  wait  for  his  ap- 
pearance to  finish  Monsieur  de  VervUlin's  job." 

"  I'll  do  all  that,  with  hearty  good  will,  sir. 
Pray,  Sir  Gervaise,"  added  Daly,  grinning,  on 
the  poop  of  the  prize,  whither  he  had  got  by 
this  time,  having  walked  aft  as  his  ship  went 
ahead,  <'  how  do  you  like  French  signals  ?  For 
want  of  a  better,  we  were  driven  to  the  clas- 
sics ! " 

**  Ay,  you  'd  be  bothered  to  explain  all  your 
own  flags,  I  fancy.     The  name  of  the  ship  is 
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the  Victory,  I  am  told ;  why  did  you  put  her 
in  armour,  and  whip  a  kedge  up  against  the 
poor  woman  V* 

'^  It 's  according  to  the  books,  Sir  Gervaise. 
Every  word  of  it  out  of  Cicero,  and  Cordairy, 
and  Cornelius  Nepos,  and  them  sort  of  fellows. 
Oh  !  I  went  to  school,  sir,  before  I  went  to 
sea,  as  you  say  yourself,  sometimes,  Sir  Ger- 
Taise ;  and  literature  is  the  same  in  Ireland,  as 
it  is  all  over  the  world.  Victory  needs  armour, 
sir,  in  order  to  be  victorious ;  and  the  anchor  is 
to  show  that  she  doesn't  belong  to  ^  the  cut 
and  run'  family.  I  am  as  sure  that  all  was 
right,  as  I  ever  was  of  my  moods  and  tenses." 

•*  Very  well,  Daly,"  answered  Sir  Gervaise, 
laughing  —  *'  My  lords  shall  know  your  merits 
in  that  way,  and  it  may  get  you  named  a  pro* 
fessor  —  keep  your  luff,  or  you'll  be  down  on 
our  sprit-sail-yard ;  —  remember  and  follow  the 
Druid." 

Here  the  gentlemen  waved  their  hands  in 
adieu  as  usual,  and  La  Victoire,  clipped  as  she 
was  of  her  wings,  drew  slowly  past.  The 
Druid  succeeded,  and  Sir  Gervaise  simply  gave 
Blewet  his  orders  to  see  the  prize  into  port,  and 
to  look  after  his  own  fore-mast«     This  ended 
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the  field-day;  the  frigate  luflBng  up  to 
ward  of  the  line  again^  leaving  the  PlantagOMt 
in  its  rear.     A  few  minutes  later^  the  latter  iSf 
filled  and  stood  after  her  consorts. 

The  vice«admiral  having  now  asoortainedy 
in  the  most  direct  manner^  the  actual  cooditkn 
of  his  fleet,  had  data  on  which  to  form  hb  plias 
for  the  future.  But  for  the  letter  from  Biat- 
water,  he  would  have  been  perfectly  happy; 
the  success  of  the  day  having  infused  a  qwii^ 
into  the  difierent  vessels,  that,  of  itseli^  was  t 
pledge  of  more  important  results*  Still  be  de- 
termined to  act  as  if  that  letter  had  never  been 
written,  finding  it  impossible  to  believe  dut 
one  who  had  so  long  been  true,  could  retBf 
fail  him  in  the  hour  of  need.  "  I  know  bis 
heart  better  than  he  knows  it  himself''  k 
caught  himself  mentally  exclaiming,  "  and  be- 
fore either  of  us  is  a  day  older,  this  will  I  prove 
to  him,  to  his  confusion  and  my  triumph.''  Se 
had  several  short  and  broken  conversatioQS 
with  Wycherly  in  the  course  of  the  afternoom 
with  a  view  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  ^ 
frame  of  mind  in  which  his  friend  had  writtea; 
but  without  success,  the  young  man  franllf 
admitting  that,  owing  to  a  confusion  of  thoogbt      J 
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that  lie  modestly  attributed  to  himself,  but 
p^hich  Sir  Gervaise  well  knew  ought  in  justice 
to  be  imputed  to  Bluewater,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  away  with  him  any  very  clear 
notions  of  the  rear-admiral's  intentions. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  elements  were  begin- 
Ding    to    exhibit  another   of   their  changeful 
humours.    A  gale  in  summer  is  seldom  of  long 
duration,  and  twenty-four  hours  would  seem 
to  be  the  period  which  nature  had  assigned  to 
this.     The  weather  had  moderated  materially 
by  the  time  the  review  had  taken  place,  and 
five  hours  later,  not  only  had  the  sea  subsided 
to  a  very  reasonable  swell,  but  the  wind  had 
hauled  several  points ;  coming  out  a  fresh  top* 
gallant  breeze  at  north-west    The  French  fleet 
wore  soon  after,  standing  about  north-east-by- 
north,  or  on  an  easy  bowline.     They  had  been 
active  in  repairing  damages,  and  the  admiral 
was  all  a-tanto  again,  with  everything  set  that 
the    other  ships  carried.     The  plight  of -Le 
Sdpion  was  not  so  easily  remedied,  though 
even  she  had  two  jury-masts  rigged,  ass'istance 
having  been  sent  from  the  other  vessels  as  soon 
as  boats  could  safely  pass.     As  the  sun  hung  in 
the  western  sky,  wanting  about  an  hour  of  dis- 
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appearing  from  one  of  the  long  summer  dajs 
of  that  high  latitude,  this  ship  set  a  mizen-uip- 
sail  in  the  place  of  a  main,  and  a  fore-lop* 
gallant-sail  in  lieu  of  a  mizen-top-saO.  Tboi 
equipped,  she  was  enabled  to  keep  company 
with  her  consorts,  all  of  which  were  imder  easr 
canvas's,  waiting  for  the  night  to  ooTer  tho' 
movements. 

.    Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  had  made  the  signal  lor 
his  fleet  to  tack  in  succession,  from  the  rear  to 
the  van,  about  an  hour  before  Le  Scipionhad 
obtained  this  additional  sail.     The  order  was 
executed  with  great  readiness,  and,  as  the  sfaipt 
had  been  looking  up  as  high  as  west-south-west 
before,  when  they  got  round,  and  headed  north- 
north-east,  their  line  of  sailing  was  still  quite 
a  league  to  windward  of  that  of  the  enemy. 
As  each  vessel  filled  on  the  larboard  tack,  sbe 
shortened  sail  to  allow  the  ships  astern  to  keep 
away,  and  close  to  her  station.     It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say,  that  this  change  again  broogfat 
the  Plantagenet  to  the  head  of  the  Hoe,  witb 
the   Warspite,  however,  instead  of  the  Car- 
natic,  for  her  second  astern ;  the  latter  vessel 
being  quite  in  the  rear. 
It  was  a  glorious  aftemooO)  and  there  was 
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:^ery  promise  of  as  fine  a  night    Still,  as  there 
ere  but  about  six  hours  of  positive  darkness 
Bkt  that  season  of  the  year,  and  the  moon  would 
rise  at  midnight,  the  vice-admiral  knew  he  had 
no  time  to  lose,  if  he  would  efiect  anything  under 
the  cover  of  obscurity.     Reefs  were  no  longer 
usedy  though  all  the  ships  were  under  short 
canvass,  in  order  to  accommodate  their  move- 
ments to  those  of  the  prize.     The  latter,  how- 
ever, was  now  in  tow  of  the  Druid,  and,  as  this 
frigate  carried  her  top-gallant-sails,  aided  by  her 
own  courses,  La  Victoire  was  enabled  not  only 
to  keep  up  with  the  fleet,  then  under  whole  top- 
sails, but  to  maintain  her  weatherly  position. 
Such  was  the  state  of  things  just  as  the  sun 
dipped,  the  enemy  being  on  the  lee  bow,  dis- 
tant one  and  a  half  leagues,  when  the  Plan- 
tagenet  showed  a  signal  for  the  whole  fleet  to 
heave  to,  with  the  main-top-sails  to  the  masts. 
This  command  was  scarcely  executed,  when 
the  officers  on  deck  were  surprised  to  bear  a 
boatswain's  mate  piping  away  the  crew  of  the 
vice-admiral's  barge,  or  that  of  the  boat  which 
was  appropriated  to  the  particular  service  of 
the  commander-in-chief. 
**  Did  I  hear  aright,   Sir  Gervaise  ?  **   in- 
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quired  Greenly,  with  cariosity  and  interesi; 
*^  is  it  your  wish  to  have  your  barge  maaned, 
sir?" 

"  You  heard  perfectly  right.  Greenly ;  and, 
if  disposed  for  a  row  this  fine  eyening,  I  shtU 
ask  the  favour  of  your  company.  Sir  Wjdiertj 
Wych«combe,  as  you  are  an  idler  here^  I  have 
a  flag-officer's  right  to  press  you  into  my  ser* 
vice.     By  the  way,  Greenly,  I  have  made  oot 
and  signed  an  order  to  this  gentleman  to  report 
himself  to  you,  as  attached  to  my  family,  as  the 
soldiers  call  it ;  as  soon  as  Atwood  has  copied 
it,  it  will  be  handed  to  him,  when  I  beg  joa 
will  consider  him  as  my  first  aid." 

To  this  no  one  could  object,  and  Wyclicrly 
made  a  bow  of  acknowledgment.     At  that  in- 
stant the  barge  was  seen  swinging  off  ower  the 
ship's  waist  and,  at  the  next,  the  yard  tackles 
were  heard  overhauling  themselves.  The  q^lasfa 
of  the  boat  in  the  water  followed.     Tie  crew 
was  in  her,  with  oars  on  end,  and  poised  boat- 
hooks,  in  another  minute.  The  guard  presented, 
the  boatswain  piped  over,  the  drum  rolled,  and 
Wycherly  jumped  to  the  gangway  and  was  out 
of  sight  quick  as  thought.     Greenly  and  Sir 
Gervaise  followed ;  when  the  boat  shoved  ofil 
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Although  the  seas  had  greatly  subsided,  and 
tieir    combs  were  no  longer  dangerous,   the 
Atlantic  was  &r  from  being  as  quiet  as  a  lake 
n  a  summer  eventide.    At  the  very  first  dash 
3f  the   oars  the  barge  rose  on  a  long,  heavy 
swell  that  buoyed  her  up  like  a  bubble,  and  as 
the    water  glided    from    under  her  again,  it 
seemed  as  if  she  was  about  to  sink  into  some 
cavern  of  the  ocean.     Few  things   give  more 
vivid   impressions  of  helplessness  than   boats 
thus  tossed  by  the  waters  when  not  in  their 
raging  humours;  for  one  is  apt  to  .expect  better 
treatment  than  thus  to  be  made  the  plaything 
of  the  element.     All,  however,  who  have  ever 
floated  on  even  the  most  quiet  ocean,  must  have 
experienced  more  or  less  of  this  helpless  de- 
pendence, the  stoutest  boat,  impelled  by  the 
lustiest  crews,  appearing  half  the  time  like  a 
feather  floating  in  capricious  currents  of  the 
ur. 

The  occupants  of  the  barge,  however,  were 
too  familiar  with  their  situation  to  think  much 
of  these  matters ;  and  as  soon  as  Sir  Gervaise 
had  assented  to  Wycherle/s  offer  to  take  the 
tiller,  he  glanced  upward,  with  a  critical  eye,  in 
order  to  scan  the  Plantagenet's  appearance. 

VOL.  III.  O 
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^^  That  fellow,  Morganic^  has  gol  a  bfltter 
excuse  for  his  xebeo-rig  than  I  had  snppoMd, 
Greenly/'  he  said,  after  a  minute  of  obseraliaa. 
^'  Your  fore^top-mast  is  at  least  six  indies  too 
far  forward,  and  I  beg  you  will  have  it  stayed 
aft  to-morrow  morning,  if  the  weather  penaiL 
None  of  your  Mediterranean  craft  for  me^  in  At 
narrow  seas/' 

«  Very  well,  Sir  Crervaise ;  the  ^ar  shaB  be 
righted  in  the  morning  watch,**  quietly  retmoed 
the  captain. 

'<  Now,  thore  *s  Goodfellow,  half-parson  as  k 
is ;  the  man  contrives  to  keep  his  sticks  man 
upright  than  any  captain  in  the  fleet.  Tos 
never  see  a  spar  half  an  inch  out  of  its  places  oo 
board  the  Warspite." 

^^  That  is  because  her  captain  trims  ererr- 
thing  by  his  own  life^  sir,"  rejoined  Grecolj^ 
smiling.  ^^  Were  we  half  as  good  as  he  b  is 
other  matters,  we  might  be  better  than  we  are 
in  seamanship." 

*^  I  do  not  think  religion  hurts  a  saikv, 
Greenly  —  no,  not  in  the  least.  That  is  to 
say,  when  he  don't  wedge  his  masts  too  tig^t, 
but  leaves  play  enough  for  all  weathers.  There 
is  no  cant  in  Goodfellow." 
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^^  Not  the  least  of  it,  sir ;  and  that  it  is  which 

naakes  him  so  great  a  favourite.     The  chaplain 

of  the  Warspite  is  of  some  use ;  but  one  might 

as  well  have  a  bowsprit  rigged  out  of  a  cabin- 

^vindow,  as  have  our  chap." 

•*  Why,  we  never  bury  a  man,  Greenly,  witli- 

out  putting  him  into  the  water  as  a  Christian 

should  be,"  returned  Sir   Gervaise,  with  the 

simplicity  of  a  true  believer  of  the  decency 

school.     **  I  hate  to  see  a  seaman  tossed  into  the 

ocean  like  a  bag  of  old  clothes." 

<<  We  get  along  with  that  part  of  the  duty 
pretty  well ;  but  before  a  man  is  dead,  the  par- 
son is  of  opinion  that  he  belongs  altogether  to 
the  doctor." 

"  I  'd  bet  a  hundred  guineas,  Magrath  has 
had  some  influence  over  him,  in  this  matter  — 
give  the  Blenheim  a  wider  berth.  Sir  Wycherly, 
I  wish  to  see  how  she  looks  aloft  —  he's  a 

d d  fellow,  that  Magrath,"  —no  one  swore 

in  Sir  Gervaise's  boat  but  himself,  when  the 
vice-admiral's  flag  was  flying  in  her  bows ;  — 
**  and  he 's  just  the  sort  of  man  to  put  such  a 
notion  into  the  chaplain's  head." 
**  Why,  there,  I  believe  you  're  more  than 

o  2 
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half  right,  Sir  Gervaise;  I  oyerheard  a 
versation  between  them  one  dark  nighty 
they  were  propping  the  mizen-mast  mider  the 
break  of  the  poop,  and  the  surgeon  did  mais- 
tain  a  theory  very  like  that  you  mentKMi,  sir.*" 

''  Ah  !— he  did,  did  be?  It's  just  like  the 
Scotch  rogue,  who  wanted  to  persuade  me  that 
your  poor  uncle.  Sir  Wycherly,  ought  not  Id 
have  been  blooded,  in  as  clear  a  case  of  apoplea^ 
as  ever  was  met  with/' 

^<  Well,  I  didn't  think  he  could  haye  carried 
his  impudence  as  far  as  that,"  observed  Grecnlyf 
whose  medical  knowledge  was  about  on  a  par 
with  that  of  Sir  Gervaise.  ^'  I  didn't  think  eveD 
a  doctor  would  dare  to  hold  such  a  doctrine ! 
As  for  the  chaplain,  to  him  he  laid  down  the 
principle  that  religion  and  medicine  never 
worked  well  together.  He  said  religion  was  an 
^  alterative,'  and  would  neutralise  a  salt  as  quick 
as  fire." 

^'  He 's  a  great  vagabond,  that  Magratb^  when 
he  gets  hold  of  a  young  hand,  sir;  and  I  wi^ 
with  all  my  heart  the  Pretender  had  him,  with 
two  or  three  pounds  of  his  favourite  medicines 
with  him  —  I  think,  between  the  two,  England 
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ight  reap  some  advantage.  Greenly.  —  Now, 
my    notion,    Wychecombe,   the   Blenheim 
ould  make  better  weather,  if  her  masts  were 
shortened  at  least  two  feet." 

'*  Perhaps  she  might,  Sir  Gervaise;  but  would 
she  be  as  certain  a  ship,  in  coming  into  action 
in  light  winds  and  at  critical  moments  ?  " 

**  Umph !     It 's  time   for  us  old  fellows  to 

look  about  us,  Greenly,  when  the  boys  begin  to 

reason  on  a    line    of   battle  t      Don't  blush, 

Wychecombe;  don't  blush.     Your  remark  was 

sensible,  and  shows  reflection.     No  country  can 

erer  have  a  powerful  marine,  or  one  likely  to 

produce  much  influence  in  her  wars,  that  does 

not  pay  rigid  attention  to  the  tactics  of  fleets. 

Your  frigate  actions  and  sailing  of  single  ships, 

are  well  enough  as  drill ;  but  the  great  practice 

must  be  in  squadron.    Ten  heavy  ships,  in  good 

fitet  discipline,  and  kept  at  sea,  will  do  more 

than  a  hundred  single  cruisers,  in  establishing 

and  maintaining  discipline ;  and  it  is  only  by 

using  vessels  together y  that  we  find  out  what 

both  ships  and  men  can  do.     Now,  we  owe  the 

success  of  this  day  to  our  practice  of  sailing  in 

close  order,  and  in  knowing  how  to  keep  our 
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Stations;  else  would  six  ships  neter hire 
able  to  carry  away  the  palm  of  victory  fron 
twelve  —  Palm  I  —  Ay,  that 's  the  veiy  wori, 
Greenly,  I  was  tiying  to  think  of  this  monuif  . 
Daly's  d  d  paddy  should  have  had  a  pdai- 
branch  in  its  hand,  as  an  emblem  of  Yictoiy!* 
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CHAPTER  V. 

He  that  has  sailed  upon  the  dark-blue  sea. 
Has  viewed  at  times,  I  ween,  a  full  fiur  sight ; 
When  the  fresh  breeze  is  fair  as  breete  may  be, 
The  iHiite  sail  set,  the  gallant  frigate  tight. 
Masts,  spires,  and  strand  retiring  to  the  right. 
The  glorious  miun  expanding  o*er  the  bow. 
The  convoy  spread  like  wild  swans  in  their  flight, 
The  dullest  sailer  waring  brardy  now, 
80  gaily  curl  the  waves  before  each  dashing  prow. 

Btron. 

As  Sir  Gervaise  Qakes'  active  mind  was  liable 
to  sach  sudden  mutations  of  thought  as  that 
described  in  the  close  of  the  last  chapter, 
Greenly  neither  smiled,  nor  dwelt  on  the  sub- 
ject at  all ;  he  simply  pointed  out  to  his  superior 
the  fact,  that  they  were  now  abreast  of  the 
Thunderer,  and  desired  to  know  whether  it  was 
his  pleasure  to  proceed  any  further.  ^ 

**  To  the  Carnatic,  Greenly,  if  Sir  Wycherly 
will  have  the  goodness  to  shape  his  course 
thither.  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  my  friend 
Parker,  before  we  sleep  to-night  Give  us 
room,  however,  to  look  at  Morganic's  fancies. 
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for  I  never  pass  his  ship  without  leamiDg 
thing  new.  Lord  Morganic's  vessel  is  a  good 
school  for  us  old  fellows  to  attend  —  hcj. 
Greenly  ?" 

"  The  Achilles  is  certainly  a  model  vesel  m 
some  respects,  Sir  Gervaise,  though  I  flatlff 
myself  the  Plantagenets  have  no  great  oocasioB 
to  Imitate  her,  in  order  to  gain  a  character.* 

^^  You  imitate  Morganic  in  order  to  know 
how  to  keep  a  ship  in  order !  —  Poh !  let  Mor* 
ganic  come  to  school  to  you.  Yet  the  fisllov  is 
not  bashful  in  battle  neither;  keeps  his  statkn 
well,  and  makes  himself  both  heard  and  feh. 
Ah  I  there  he  is,  flourishing  his  hat  on  the  poop^ 
and  wondering  what  the  deuce  Sir  Jarvy  's  after, 
now  !  Sheer  in,  Wycheoombe,  and  let  as  hear 
what  he  has  to  say." 

<'  Good  evening,  Sir  Gervaise^"  called  out 
the  earl,  as  usual  taking  the  initiative  in  the  dis- 
course; *^  I  was  in  hopes  when  I  saw  your  flag 
in  the  boat,  that  you  were  going  to  do  me  the 
favour  to  open  a  bottle  of  claret,  and  to  taste 
some  fruit  I  have  still  standing  on  the  table.** 

"  I  thank  you,  my  lord,  but  business  befiire 
pleasure.  We  have  not  been  idle  to-day, 
though  to-morrow  shall  be   still  more  bosj. 
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E-Tow  does  the  Achilles  steer,  now  her  foremast 
LS  in  its  place?'' 

*^  Yaws  like  a  fellow  with  his  grog  aboard, 

Sir  Gervaise,  on  my  honour  !     We  shall  never 

do  anything  with  her,  until  you  consent  to  let 

us  stay  her  spars  in  our  own  fashion.    Do  you 

intend  to  send  me  Daly  back,  or  am  I  to  play 

first  lieutenant  myself,  admiral  ?  " 

^*  Daly  's  shipped  for  the  cruise,  aiid  you 
must  do  as  well  as  you  can  without  him.  If 
you  find  yourself  without  a  second  astern,  in 
the  course  of  the  night,  do  not  fancy  she  has 
gone  to  the  bottom.  Keep  good  look-outs,  and 
pay  attention  to  signals." 

As  Sir  Gervaise  waved  his  hand,  the  young 
noble  did  not  venture  to  reply,  much  less  to  ask 
a  question,  though  there  was  not  a  little  specu- 
lation on  the  poop  of  the  Achilles,  concerning 
the  meaning  of  his  words.  The  boat  moved 
on,  and  five  minutes  later  Sir  Gervaise  was  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  Carnatic. 

Parker  received  the  commander-in-chief,  hat 
in  hand,  with  a  solicitude  and  anxiety  that  were 
constitutional,  perhaps,  and  which  no  conscious- 
ness of  deserving  could  entirely  appease.  Habit, 
however,  had  its  share  in  it,  since,  accustomed 
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that  lies  the  whole  secfet,  perh^is.  A  good 
wife  is  a  great  blessing,  Sir  Crenraise,  though 
you  have  never  been  able  to  persuade  yourself 
into  the  notion,  I  believe.^ 

<<  I  hardly  thbk,  Parker,  the  wife  can  do  it 
all.  Now  there  *s  Stowel,  Blnewater's  captain, 
he  is  married  as  well  as  yourself — nay,  by 
George,  I  have  heard  the  old' fellow  say  he  had 
as  much  wife  as  any  man  in  Hb  Majesty's  ser- 
vice —  but  his  cabin  looks  like  a  cobbler's  bam, 
and  his  state-room  like  a  soldier's  bunk !  When 
we  were  lieutenants  together  in  the  Eurydice, 
Parker,  your  state-room  had  just  the  same  air 
of  comfort  about  it  that  this  cabin  has  at  this 
instant.  No,  no,  it 's  in  the  grain,  man,  or  it 
never  would  show  itself,  in  all  times  and  places.*' 

*^  You  forget.  Sir  Gervaise^  that  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  your  messmate  in^  the  Eury- 
dice, I  was  a  married  man." 

*^  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  old  friend ;  so  you 
were,  indeed!  Why,  that  was  a  confounded 
long  time  ago,  —  hey,  Parker  ! " 

<<  It  was,  truly,  sir;  but  I  was  poor,  and  could 
not  afPord  the  extravagancies  of  a  single  life.  / 
married  for  the  sake  of  economy,  Admiral 
Oakes." 
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to  defer  to  rank  from  boyhood,  and  the 

tect  of  his  own  "  little  fortune,"  he   had  ever 

attached  more  importance  to  the 

of  his  superior,  than  was  usual  with 

other  props  to  lean  on  than  their  own 

As  soon  as  the  honours  of  the  quarter-^edL  had 

been  duly  paid  —  for  these  Sir  Gerraise 

neglected  himself,  nor  allowed  others  to 

—  the  vice-admiral  intimated  to  Captmin  Pff- 

ker  a  desire  to  see  him  in  his  cabin. 

Greenly  and    Wycheriy  to   accompany 

below. 

*'  Upon  my  word,  Parker,**  comnienced  Sk 
Gervaise,  looking  around  him  at  the  air  of  An- 
gular domestic  comfort  that  the  after-cabin  of 
the  ship  presented,  ^  you  have  a  knack  of 
taking  a  house  to  sea  with  you,  that  no  odier 
captain  of  the  fleet  possesses !  No  finery,  do 
Morganics,  but  a  plain,  wholesome, 
look,  that  might  make  a  man  believe  he 
his  &ther's  house.  I  would  give  a  tbousaad 
pounds  if  my  vagabonds  could  give  the  cabin  of 
the  Plantagenet  such  a  Bowldero  look,  now  !" 

**  Less  than  a  hundred,  sir,  have  done  the 
little  you  see  here.  Mrs.  Parker  makes  it  a 
point  to  look  to  those  matters  herself  and  io 
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\xBt  lies  the  whole  secret,  perhaps.  A  good 
wife  is  a  great  blessing,  Sir  Gervaise,  though 
you  have  never  been  able  to  persuade  yourself 
into  the  notion,  I  believe." 

^^  I  hardly  think,  Parker,  the  wife  can  do  it 
alL     Now  there 's  Stowel,  Bluewater's  captain, 
lie   is  married  as  well  as  yourself — nay,   by 
George,  I  have  heard  the  old*  fellow  say  he  had 
as  much  wife  as  any  man  in  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice —  but  his  cabin  looks  like  a  cobbler's  barn, 
and  his  state-room  like  a  soldier's  bunk !  When 
we  were  lieutenants  together  in  the  Eurydice, 
Parker,  your  state-room  had  just  the  same  air 
of  comfort  about  it  that  this  cabin  has  at  this 
instant    No,  no,  it 's  in  the  grain,  man,  or  it 
never  would  show  itself,  in  all  times  and  places.*' 
^  You  forget.  Sir  Gervaise,  that  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  your  messmate  in]  the  Eury- 
dice, I  was  a  married  man." 

<<  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  old  friend  ;  so  you 
were,  indeed  I  Why,  that  was  a  confounded 
long  time  ago,  —  hey,  Parker  ! " 

^*  It  was,  truly,  sir;  but  I  was  poor,  and  could 
not  afford  the  extravagancies  of  a  single  life.  / 
married  for  the  sake  of  economy.  Admiral 
Oakes." 


134  THE  TWO   ADMIRALS. 

commissions  —  a  fact  that  legislators  woold  do 
well  to  remember,  when  graduating  nnk  m  a 
service.  As  soon  as  all  were  placed.  Sir  Gcr* 
vaise  opened  his  mind. 

*^  I  have  a  delicate  piece  of  du^.  Captain 
Parker,"  he  commenced,  "  which  I  wiih  in- 
trusted to  yourself.  You  must  know  that  «e 
handled  the  ship  which  escaped  us  thb  morniDg 
by  running  down  into  her  own  line,  prettj 
roughly,  in  every  respect ;  besides  cotting  tvo 
of  her  masts  out  of  her.  This  ship,  as  yoo  mar 
have  seen,  has  got  up  jury  masts  already ;  bat 
they  are  spars  that  can  only  be  intended  to 
carry  her  into  p(Mrt  M.  de  Vervillin  is  doc 
the  man  I  take  him  to  be,  if  he  intends  to  leave 
the  quarrel  between  us  where  it  is.  Still  Ik 
cannot  keep  that  crippled  ship  in  his  fleet,  aaj 
more  than  we  can  keep  our  prize,  and  I  noake 
no  doubt  he  will  send  her  off  to  Cherboai];  as 
soon  as  it  is  dark ;  most  probably  accompanied 
by  one  of  his  corvettes ;  or  perhaps  by  t 
frigate." 

''  Yes,  Sir  Grervaise,"  returned  Farbri 
thoughtfully,  as  soon  as  his  superior  ceased  to 
speak ;  **  what  you  predict  is  quite  likdy  to 
happen." 
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It  musi  happen,  Parkeri  the  wind  blowing 
directly  for  his  haven*  Now,  you  may  easily 
imagine  what  I  want  of  the  Camatic.'' 

'^  I  suppose  I  understand  you,  sir;  and  yet, 
if  I  might  presume  to  express  a  wish  — — " 


f€ 


Speak  out,  old  boy  —  you  're  talking  to  a 

friend*     I  have  chosen  you  to  serve  you,  both 

as  one  I  like,  and  as  the  oldest  captain  in  the 

fleet*     Whoever  catches  that  ship  will  hear 

more  of  it." 

**  Very  true,  Sir ;  but  are  we  not  likely  to 
have  more  work  here  ?  and  would  it  be  alto- 
gether prudent  to  send  so  fine  a  ship  as  the 
Camatic  away,  when  the  enemy  will  count  ten 
to  six,  even  if  she  remain  ?** 

'^  All  this  has  been  thought  of;  and  I  sup- 
pose your  own  feeling  has  been  anticipated. 
You  think  it  will  be  more  honowable  to  your 
vessel,  to  keep  her  place  in  the  line,  than  to 
take  a  ship  already  half  beaten." 

"  That 's  it,  indeed.  Sir  Gervaise.  I  do  con- 
fess some  such  thoughts  were  crossing  my 
mind." 

<'  Then  see  how  easy  it  is  to  rouse  them  out 
of  it.  I  cannot  fight  the  French  in  this  mode- 
rate weather,  without  a  reinforcement     When 
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the  rear  joins,  we  shall  be  jast  ten  to  ten  vhb- 
out  you,  and  with  you,  should  be  ele?en  to  ten. 
Now,  I  confess,  I  don't  wish  the  least  odds,  and 
shall  send  away  somebody ;  especially  when  I 
feel  certain  a  noble  two-decked  ship  wiD  be  the 
reward.  If  a  frigate  accompany  the  crippled 
fellow,  you  '11  have  your  hands  full,  and  a  ren 
&ir  light;  and  should  you  get  either,  it  wiB 
be  a  handsome  thing.  What  say  yoa  nos, 
Parker?" 

"I  begin  to  think  better  of  the  plan.  Sir 
Gervaise,  and  am  grateful  for  the  selection.  I 
wish,  however,  I  knew  your  own  precise  wishes 
—  I've  always  found  it  safe  to  follow  theoi, 
sir." 

<<  Here  they  are,  then.  Get  four  or  five  sets 
of  the  sharpest  eyes  you  have,  and  send  them 
aloft  to  keep  a  steady  look  on  your  chap^  whik 
there  is  light  enough  to  be  certain  of  him.  In 
a  little  while  they  '11  be  able  to  recognise  him  in 
the  dark;  and  by  keeping  your  night-basses 
well  levelled,  he  can  scarcely  slip  off  without 
your  missing  him.  The  moment  he  is  gone, 
ware  short  round,  and  make  the  best  of  your 
way  for  Cape  la  Hogue,  or  Aldemey;  you  wiU 
go  three  feet  to  his  two^  and,  my  life  on  it,  by 
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y light  you  '11  have  him  to  wiDdward  of  you, 

then  you  '11  be  certain  of  him.     Wait  for  no 

^mipnals  from  me,  but  be  off  as  soon  as  it  is  dark. 

^^^hen  your  work  is  done,  make  the  best  of 

your  way  to  the  nearest  English  port,  and  clap 

wk    Scotchman  on  your  shoulder  to  keep  the 

lung's  sword  from  chafing  it.     They  thought 

me  fit  for  knighthood  at  three-and*twenty,  and 

the  deuce  b  in  it,  Parker,  if  you  are  not  worthy 

of  it  at  three-and-sixty  I  '* 

*<  Ah  !  Sir  Gervaise,  everything  you  under- 
t<x>k  succeeded.  You  never  yet  failed  in  any 
expedition.'' 

^*  That  has  come  from  attempting  much.  My 

plans  have  often  failed ;  but  as  something  good 

has  generally  followed  from  them,  I  have  the 

credit  of  designing  to  do  exactly  what  I've 

done." 

Then  followed  a  long  detailed  discourse,  on 
the  subject  before  them,  in  which  Greenly  joined ; 
the  latter  making  several  useful  suggestions 
to  the  veteran  commander  of  the  Carnatic. 
After  passing  quite  an  hour  in  the  cabin  of 
Parker,  Sir  Gervaise  took  his  leave,  and  re- 
entered his  barge.  It  was  now  so  dark  that 
small  objects  could  not  be    disdnguished    a 
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British  line  braced  forward  their  maiii-yards,as 
it  might  be,  by  a  common,  impulse,  and  had 
there  been  one  there  of  sufficiently  acoteseDso, 
he  might  have  heard  all  six  of  the  main^top-sdi 
flapping  at  the  same  instant.     As  a  maner  of 
coarse  the  vessels  started  ahead,  and,  the  oidcr 
being  to  follow  the  vice-admiral  in  a  dose  Iks 
ahead,  when  the  Plantagenet  edged  o£^  so  as  to 
bring  the  wind  abeam,  each  vessel  did  tlie  saatf 
in  succession,  or  as  soon  as  in  the  commaoder- 
in-chief's  wake,  as  if  guided  by  instinct.   Abott 
ten  minutes  later,  the  Camatic,  to  the  surprise 
of  those  who  witnessed  the  manoeuvre  in  the 
Achilles,  wore  short  round,  and  set  studding- 
sails  on  her  starboard  side,  steering  large.  The 
darkest  portion  of  the  horizon  being  that  wbidi 
lay  to  the  eastward,  or,  in  the  direction  of  the 
continent,  in  twenty  minutes  the  pyramid  of  her 
shadowy  outline  was  swallowed  in  the  gloom. 
All  this  time.  La  Victoire,  'with  the  Dmid  lead- 
ing and  towing,  kept  upon  a  bowline ;  and  an 
hour  later,  when  Sir  Gervaise  found  himself 
abeam  of  the  French  line  again,  and  half  a 
league  to  windward  of  it,  no  traces  were  to  be 
seen  of  the  three  ships  last  mentioned. 

<<  So  far,  all  goes  well,  gentlemen,"  observed 
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.^e  vice-admiral  to  the  group  around  him  on 
^e  poop ;  *<  and  we  will  now  try  to  count  the 
tnemy,  to  make  certain  he^  too,  has  no  stragglers 
>ut  to  pick  up  waifs.  Greenly,  try  that  glass ; 
it  is  set  for  the  night,  and  your  eyes  are  the 
best  we  have.  Be  particular  in  looking  for  the 
fellow  under  jury-masts." 

^^  I  make  out  but  ten  ships  in  the  line,  Sir 

Gervaise,"  answered  the  captain,  after  a  long 

examination ;    **  of  course  the  crippled  ship 

must  have  gone  to  leeward.     Of  her^  certainly, 

I  can  find  no  traces." 

"  You  will  oblige  me,  Sir  Wycherly,  by 
seeing  what  you  can  make  out,  in  the  same 
way." 

After  a  still  longer  examination  than  that  of 

the  captain,  Wycherly  made  the  same  report, 

adding  that  he   thought  he  also  missed   the 

frigate  that  had  been  nearest  Le  Foudroyant, 

repeating  her  signals  throughout  the  day.   This 

circumstance  gratified  Sir  Gervaise,  as  he  was 

pleased  to  find  his  prognostics  came  true,  and 

he  was  not  sorry  to  be  rid  of  one  of  the  enemy's 

light  cruisers :   a  species  of  vessel  that  often 

proved  embarrassing,  after  a  decided  afiair, 

even  to  the  conquerors. 
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**  I  thinks  Sir  Gervaise,'*  Wycheily  modestly 
added,  ''that  the  French  have  boarded  their 
tacks,  and  are  pressing  up  to  windward  to  near 
us.  Did  it  not  appear  so  to  you,  Qiptain 
Greenly?" 

''  Not  at  all.  If  they  carry  courses,  the  sails 
have  been  set  within  the  last  five  minutes — ha! 
Sir  Gervaise,  that  is  an  indication  of  a  basy 
night!" 

As  he  spoke,  Greenly  pointed  to  the  place 
where  the  French  admiral  was  known  to  be, 
where  at  that  instant  appeared  a  double  row  of 
lights  ;  proving  that  the  batteries  had  their  lan- 
terns lit,  and  showing  a  disposition  to  engage. 
In  less  than  a  minute  the  whole  French  line 
was  to  be  traced  along  the  sea,  by  the  double 
rows  of  illumination,  the  light  resembling  that 
which  is  seen  through  the  window  of  a  room 
that  has  a  bright  fire,  rather  than  one  in  which 
lamps  or  candles  are  actually  visible.  As  this 
was  just  the  species  of  engagement  in  which  the 
English  had  much  to  risk,  and  little  to  gaiO) 
Sir  Gervaise  immediately  gave  orders  to  brace 
forward  the  yards,  to  board  fore-and-main  tackSf 
and  to  set  top-gallantp-sails.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  the  ships  astern  made  sail  in  the  same 
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manner,  and  hauled  up  on  taut  bowlines,  follow- 
ing the  admiral* 

**  This  is  not  our  play/'  coolly  remarked  Sir 
Gervaise;  "a  crippled  ship  would  drop  directly 
into  their  arms,  and  as  for  any  success  at  long- 
shot,  in  a  two-to-one  fight,  it  is  not  to  be 
looked  for.  No— no— Monsieur  de  Verviliin, 
show  us  your  teeth  if  you  will,  and  a  pretty 
sight  it  is;  but  you  do  not  draw  a  shot  from  me. 
I  hope  the  order  to  show  no  lights  is  duly 
attended  to." 

*^  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  light  visible  from 
any  ship  in  the  fleet.  Sir  Gervaise,"  answered 
Bunting,  **  though  we  are  so  near  there  can  be 
no  great  difficulty  in  telling  where  we  are." 

**  All  but  the  Camatic  and  the  prize.  Bunting. 
The  more  fuss  they  make  with  us,  the  less  will 
they  think  of  them." 

It  is  probable  the  French  admiral  had  been 
deceived  by  the  near  approach  of  his  enemy, 
for  whose  prowess  he  had  a  profound  respect. 
He  had  made  his  preparations  in  expect- 
ation of  an  attack,  but  he  did  not  open  his 
fire,  although  heavy  shot  would  certainly  have 
told  with  efiect.  Indisposed  to  the  uncertainty 
of  a  night  action,  he  declined  bringing  it  on. 
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and  the  lights  disappeared  from  his  povts  aa 
hour  later ;  at  that  time  the  Englidi  ships  hj 
carrying  sail  harder  than  was  usual  in  so  stiff 
a  breeze^  found  themselves  out  of  gon-sfacc,  od 
the  weather  bow  of  their  enemies.  Hieiiy  and 
not  till  then,  did  Sir  Gervaise  reduce  his 
vass,  having,  by  means  of  his  glasses,  first 
tained  that  the  French  had  again  haaled  up 
their  courses,  and  were  moving  along  at 
easy  rate  of  sailing. 

It  was  now  near  midnight,  and  Sir 
prepared  to  go  below.  Previously  to  quitdof 
the  deck,  however,  he  gave  very  explicit  orden 
to  Greenly,  who  transmitted  them  to  the  firtf 
lieutenant,  that  oflBcer  or  the  aq)tain  intendiDg 
to  be  on  the  look-out  through  the  night ;  the 
movements  of  the  whole  squadron  b^ng  so  de- 
pendent on  those  of  the  flag-ship.  The  vioe- 
admiral  then  retired,  and  went  coolly  to  bed 
He  was  not  a  man  to  lose  his  rest,  because  an 
enemy  was  just  out  of  gun-shot.  Accostomed 
to  be  manoeuvring  in  front  of  hostile  fleets,  the 
situation  had  lost  its  novelty,  and  he  had  so 
much  confidence  in  the  practice  of  his  captains, 
that  he  well  knew  nothing  could  occur  so  long 
as  his  orders  were  obeyed ;  to  doubt  the  latter 
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ouAd   have  been  heresy  in  his  eyes*     In  pro- 
sstonal    nonchalance,  no  man  exceeded  our 
ice-admirml.    Blow  high,  or  blow  low,  it  never 
Lvsturbed  the  economy  of  his  cabin-life,  beyond 
vhat  unavoidably  was  connected  with  the  com- 
Sort  of  the  ship ;  nor  did  any  prospect  of  battle 
cause   a  meal  to  vary  a  minute  in  time,  or  a 
particle   in   form,   until  the   bulk-heads   were 
^^lually  knocked  down,  and  the  batteries  were 
cleared  for  action.  Although  excitable  in  trifles, 
and  sometimes  a  little  irritable.  Sir  Gervaise,  in 
the  way  of  his  profession,  was  a  great  man  on 
great   occasions.     His   temperament  was  san- 
guine, and  his  spirit  both  decided  and  bold; 
and,  in  common  with  all  such  men,  who  see  the 
truth  at  all,  when  he  did  see  it,  he  saw  it  so 
clearly,  as  to  throw  all  the  doubts  that  beset 
minds  of  a  less  masculine  order  into  the  shade. 
On  the  present  occasion,  he  was  sure  nothing 
could  well  occur  to  disturb  his  rest;  and  he 
took  it  with  the  composure  of  one  on  terra  Jbtnaj 
and  in  the  security  of  peace.   Unlike  those  who 
are  unaccustomed  to  scenes  of  excitement,  he 
quietly  undressed  himself,  and  his  head  was  no 
sooner  on  its  pillow,  than  he  fell  into  a  profound 
sleep. 

VOL.  III.  H 
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It  would  have  been  a  carious  sobject  of  ob* 
servation  to  an  inexperienced  pcnoo,  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  two  fleets 
that  night  After  several  hoars  of  u 
efforts  to  bring  their  enemies  fiiirly  within 
of  their  gans,  after  the  moon  had  riseoy  At 
French  gave  the  matter  up  for  a  tinic^ 
ing  sail,  while  most  of  their  superior 
caught  a  little  rest. 

The  sun  was  just  rising,  as  Gallejgo  lol 
bis  hand  on  the  shoulder  of  the  vice-adsBos^ 
agreeably  to  orders  given  the  previous  nig^ 
The  touch  sufficed ;  Sir  Gervaise  being  wit 
awake  in  an  instant.  **  Well,'*  he  said,  risii^ 
to  a  sitting  attitude,  and  putting  the  quetdoo 
which  first  occurs  to  a  seaman,  '*  bow's  the 
weather?" 

*'  A  good  top-gallant  breeze,  Sr  Jarvey,  sod 
just  what's  this  ship's  play.  If  yoa'd  onlykc 
her  out,  and  on  them  Johnny  Crapaads,  slie*d 
be  down  among  'em,  in  half  an  hour,  like  • 
hawk  upon  a  chicken.  I  ought  to  report  0 
your  honour,  that  the  last  chicken  will  be  dbhcd 
for  breakfast,  unless  we  gives  an  order  to  the 
gun-room  steward  to  turn  us  over  some  of  bi^ 


c< 
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trds^  as  pay  for  what  the  pigs  eat;  which  were 
eal  csapoDS.'* 

•*  ^Vl^hy,  you  piratei  you  would  not  have  me 
tomcnit  a  robbery  on  the  high  seas,  would 
jre  ?** 

*^  'What  robbery  would  it  be  to  order  the 

go n— room  to  sdl  us. some  poultry.     Lord  1  Sir 

J&rvey,  I'm  as  far  from  wishing  to  take  a  thing 

iRvltliout  an  order,  as  the  gunner's  yeomen ;  but 

let  Mr.  Atwood  put  it  in  black  and  white." 

Tush  ! "   interrupted  the  master.     '*  How 
the  French  bear  from  us,  when  you  were 
last  on  deck  ?  " 

'*  Why,  there  they  is,  Sir  Jarvey,"  answered 
Galleygo,  drawing  the  curtain  from  before  the 
state-room  window,  and  allowing  the  vice»ad- 
mtral  to  see  the  rear  of  the  French  line  for 
himself  by  turning  half  round;  ''and  just 
where  we  wants 'em:  their  leading  ship  a  little 
abaft  our  lee-beam,  distant  one  league.  That's 
what  I  calls  satisfactory,  now," 

^  Ay,  that  is  a  good  position.  Master  Cial- 
leygo.  Was  the  prise  in  sight,  or  were  you  too 
chicken-headed  to  look." 

^  I  chicken-headed  I  Well,  Sir  Jarvy,  of 
all  characters  and  descriptions  of  mfy  that  your 

H  S 
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honour  has  seen  fit  to  put  abroad,  this 
most  unjustest;  chickens  being  a  fiiodl 
thinks  on,  off  soundings.  Pig-headed  joo 
in  reason  call  me,  Sir  Jarvy;  for  I  do 
arter  the  pigs,  which  is  the  only  real  stand-bj 
in  a  ship;  but  I  neyer  dreams  of  a  chickcB, 
except  for  your  happetite.  When  thcj  wms 
eight  on  'em  —  ^ 

^'  Was  the  prize  in  sight?"  demanded  Sir 
Gervaise,  a  little  sharply. 

<<  No,  Sir  Jarvy:  she  had  disappeared,  and 
the  Druid  with  her.  But  this  isn't  all,  sir;  tor 
they  does  say,  some'at  has  befallen  the  Caraatic, 
she  having  gone  out  pf  our  line,  like  a  binnade 
lamp  at  eight  bells." 

"  Ay,  she  is  not  visible  either." 
'*  Not  so  much  as  a  hen-coop.  Sir  Janry  I 
We  all  wonders  what  has  become  of  Captsia 
Parker ;  no  sign  of  him  or  of  his  ship  is  to  be 
found  on  the  briny  ocean.  The  young  gentk- 
men  of  the  watch  laugh,  and  say  she  most  have 
gone  up  in  a  water-spout ;  but  they  laughs  so 
much  at  misfbrtins,  generally,  that  I  nenr 
minds  'em." 

**  Have  you  had  a  good  look-out  at  the  oceaCf 
this   morning,   Master   Galleygo?"  asked  Sir 
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jrervaise,  drawing  his  head  out  of  a  basin  of 
irater,  Ibr  by  this  time  he  was  half-dressed, 
eind  making  his  preparations  for  the  razor. 
**'  You  used  to  have  an  eye  for  a  chase,  when 
we  were  in  a  frigate,  and  ought  to  be  able  to 
tell  me  if  Bluewater  is  in  sight." 

**  Admiral   Blue !  —  Well,   Sir  Jarvy,  it  is 

remarkable,  but  I  had  just  rubbed  his  division 

oat  of  my  log,  and  forgotten  all  about  it.  There 

was  a  handful  of  craft,  or  so,  off  here  to  the 

nor'ard,  at  daylight,  but  I  never  thought  it  was 

Admiral  Blue,  it  being  more  natVal  to  suppose 

him  in  his  place,  as  usual,  in  the  rear  of  our 

own  line.    Let  me  see.  Sir  Jarvy,  how  many 

ships  has  we  absent  under  Admiral  Blue?" 

^  Why  the  five  two-deckers  of  his  own  divi- 
sion, to  be  sure,  besides  the  Ranger  and  the 
Gnat.     Seven  sail  in  all." 

*^  Yes,  that's  just  it!  Well,  your  honour, 
there  was  five  sail  to  be  seen,  out  here  to  the 
noPard,  as  I  told  you ;  and,  sure  enough,  it  may 
have  been  Admiral  Blue,  with  all  his  craft." 

By  this  time,  Sir  Gervaise  had  his  face  co- 
vered with  lather,  but  he  forgot  the  circumstance 
in  a  moment.  As  the  wind  was  at  the  north- 
west, and  the  Plantagenet  was  on  the  larboard 


150  THE   TWO  ADMIRALS. 

tack,  looking  in  the  direction  of  the  B3I  of 
Portland,  though  much  too  far  to  the  soothmd 
to  allow  the  land  to  be  seen,  his  own  laifaoaid 
quarter-gallery  window  commanded  a  good 
of  the  whole  horizon  to  windward, 
over  from  the  starboard  state-room,  which  he 
occupied  ex-qfflcio^  he  opened  the  window  in 
qnestion,  and  took  a  look  for  himself.  Tbcie, 
sure  enough,  was  visible  a  squadron  of  five 
ships,  in  close  order,  edging  leisurely  down  on 
the  two  lines,  under  their  toprsails,  and  jist 
near  enough  to  allow  it  to  be  ascertained  thit 
their  courses  were  not  set.  This  sight  produced 
a  sudden  change  in  all  the  vice-admiral's  move* 
ments.  The  business  of  the  toilet  was  resamd 
in  haste,  and  the  beard  was  mowed  with  a  slisb- 
iog  hand,  that  might  have  been  hazaidous  in 
the  motion  of  a  ship,  but  for  the  long  experience 
of  a  sailor.  This  important  part  of  the  open- 
tion  was  scarcely  through,  when  Locker  an- 
nounced the  presence  of  Captain  Greenly  in  cbe 
main  cabin. 

<*  What  now.  Greenly? — what  now  F'^cdled 
out  the  vice-admiral,  puffing  as  he  withdrew  bis 
head  again  from  the  basin  —  <*What  noV| 
Greenly  ?    Any  news  from  Bluewater  ?" 
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^*  I  am  happy  to  tell  you,  Sir  Gervaise,  he 
i&s  been  in  sight  more  than  an  hour,  and  is 
:losing  with  us,  though  shyly  and  slowly.  I 
woixld  not  let  you  be  called,  as  all  was  right, 
and  I  knew  sleep  was  necessary  to  a  clear 
head." 

*^  You  have  done  quite  right.  Greenly ;  God 
willing,  I  intend  this  to  be  a  busy  day  !  The 
Prench  must  see  our  rear  division." 

««  Beyond  a  doubt,  sir;  but  they  show  no 
signs  of  making  off.  M.  de  Vervillin  will  fight,  I 
feel  certain,  though  the  experience  of  yesterday 
may  render  him  a  little  shy  a^  to  the  mode*" 

*'  And    his    crippled    ship  — >  old   Parker's 
friend — I  take  it  she  is  not  visible." 

*^  You  were  quite  right  in  your  conjecture. 
Sir  Gervaise ;  the  crippled  ship  is  off,  as  is  one 
of  the  frigates,  no  doubt  to  see  her  in.  Blewet, 
too,  has  gone  well  to  windward  of  the  French, 
though  he  can  fetch  into  no  anchorage  short  of 
Portsmouth  if  this  breeze  stand." 

^*  Any  haven  will  do.  Our  little  success  will 
animate  the  king's  party,  and  give  it  more  ^datf 
perhaps,  than  it  really  merits.  Let  there  be  no 
delay  with  the  breakfast  this  morning,  Greenly; 
it  will  be  a  busy  day." 
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"  Ay — ay — sir — ^  answered  the  captain  m 
the  sailor's  usual  manner ;  *<  that  has  bem  seco 
to  already,  as  I  have  expected  as  modu  Ad- 
miral Bluewater  keeps  his  ships  in  most 
tiful  order,  sir.  I  do  not  think  the 
which  leads,  is  two  cables'  length  (rom  the 
Dublin,  the  sternmost  vessel.  He  is  drivii^ 
four-in-hand,  with  a  tight  rein,  too,  depend  m 
it,  sir." 

At  this  instant  Sir  Gervaise  came  out  of  lui 
state-room,  his  coat  in  his  hand,  and  vidi  t 
countenance  that  was  thoughtful.  He  finished 
dressing  with  an  abstracted  air,  and  would  not 
have  known  the  last  garment  was  on  bad  not 
Galleygo  given  a  violent  pull  on  its  skirts,  ia 
order  to  smooth  the  cloth  about  the  shoulders 

<^  It  is  odd  that  Bluewater  sliould  comedova 
nearly  before  the  wind,  in  a  line  ahead,  and  not 
in  a  line  abreast,"  Sir  Gervaise  rejoined,  as  hn 
steward  did  this  office  for  him. 

'<  Let  Admiral  Blue  alone  for  doing  what's 
right,"  put  in  Galleygo^  in  his  usual  oonfideat 
and  self-possessed  manner.  **  By  keeping  bis 
ships  astern  of  hisself,  he  can  tell  where  to  find 
'em;  and  we  understands  from  experience, if 
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Admiral  Blue  knows  where  to  find  a  ship,  he 
wno^ws  how  to  use  her." 

lostead  of  rebuking  this  interference,  which 

wen^  a  little  further  than  common,  Greenly  was 

surprised    to    see    the   vice-admiral   look    his 

stemrard  intently  in  the  face,  as  if  the  man  had 

expressed    some    shrewd    and  comprehensive 

truth.     Then  turning  to  his  captain.  Sir  Ger- 

vaise  intimated  an  intention  of  going  on  deck 

to    survey  the  state  of  things  with  his  own 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Thau  ahouldst  hawe  died,  O  hi^-aouTd 
In  thote  brigfit  days  of  ^ory  fled. 
When  triomph  so  prevafled  o'er  grief. 
We  scarce  would  mourn  the  dead. 

BIbs.  HcHaSi. 


The  eventful  day  opened  wilh  most  of  t&e 
glories  of  a  suromer*s  morning.  The  wind  akoe 
prevented  it  from  being  one  of  the  finest  son- 
risings  of  July :  that  continued  fresh,  at  noft&- 
west,  and,  consequently,  cool  for  the  season. 
The  seas  of  the  south-west  gale  had  entirdj 
subsided,  and  were  already  succeeded  by  the 
regular  but  comparatively  trifling  swell  of  tbe 
new  breeze.  For  large  ships,  it  might  be 
called  smooth  water ;  though  the  Driver  Mod 
Active  showed,  by  their  pitching  and  unsteadi* 
ness,  and  even  the  two-deckers,  by  their  waving 
masts,  that  the  unquiet  ocean  was  yet  in  moCtoo. 
The  wind  seemed  likely  to  stand,  and  was  whit 
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seamen   would  be  apt  to  call  a  good  six-knot 


Xo  leeward,  still  distant  about  a  league,  lay 
tibe  French  vessels,  drawn  up  in  beautiful  array, 
and  in  an  order  so  close  and  a  line  so  regular, 
as  to  induce  the  belief  that  M.  de  Venrillin  had 
xnade  his  dispositions  to  receive  the  expected 
attack  in  his  present  position.   All  his  main-top- 
sails lay  flataback;  the  top-gallantpsailswereflying 
loose,  but  with  buntlings  and  clew-lines  hauled 
up ;  the  jibs  were  fluttering  to  leeward  of  their 
booms,  and  the  courses  were  hanging  in  festoons 
beneath  their  yards.    This  was  gallant  fighting- 
canvass,  and  it  excited  the  admiration  of  even 
his  enemies.     Tp  increase  this  feeling,  just  as 
Sir  Gervaise*s  foot  reached  the  poop,  the  whole 
French  line  displayed  their  ensigns,  and  Le 
Foudroyant  fired  a  gun  to  windward. 

^<  Hey,  Greenly ! "  exclaimed  the  English 
commander-in-chief;  "  this  is  a  manly  defiance, 
and  coming  from  M.  de  Vervillin,  it  means 
something.  He  wishes  to  take  the  day  for  it ; 
though,  as  I  think  half  that  time  will  answer, 
we  will  wash  up  the  cups  before  we  go  at  it. 
Make  the  signals,  Bunting,  for  the  ships  to 
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beave-tO|  and  then  to  get  their  break&sts  as  tml 
-as  possible.  Steady  breeze  —  steady  brccae, 
Greenly,  and  all  we  want  1 " 

Five  minutes  later,  while  Sir  Genraise  was 
running  his  eye  over  the  signal-book,  the  Pbn- 
tagenet's  calls  were  piping  the  people  to  their 
morning  meal,  at  least  an  hour  earlier  tfaao 
common.  The  people  repaired  to  their  mesKi 
with  a  sort  of  stern  joy ;  every  man  in  the  ship 
understanding  the  reason  of  a  summons  so  on* 
usual.  The  calls  of  the  vessels  astern  were 
heard  soon  after,  and  one  of  the  oflkers^  who 
was  watching  the  enemy  with  a  glass,  reported 
that  he  thought  the  French  were  break&stiog 
also.  Orders  being  given  to  the  oflSoers  to 
employ  the  next  half  hour  in  the  same  mamier, 
nearly  everybody  was  soon  engaged  in  eating; 
few  thinking  that  the  meal  might  probably  be 
their  last.  Sir  Gervaise  felt  a  concern,  whidi 
he  succeeded  in  concealing,  however,  at  the 
circumstance  that  the  ships  to  windward  made 
no  more  sail ;  though  he  refrained  from  signal- 
ling the  rear-admiral  to  that  efiect,  from  ten- 
derness to  his  friend,  and  a  vague  apprehensioo 

whtit  might  be  the  consequences.      While 
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the  crews  were  eating,  he  stood  gazing  thought- 
fully at  the  noble  spectacle  the  enemy  offered 
to  leew^ard,  occasionally  turning  wistful  glances 
at    tlie    division   that  was   constantly   drawing 
nearer  to  windward.     At  length  Greenly  him- 
self  reported  that  the  Plantagenet  had  '^  turned 
xV\e  hands  to ''  again.     At  this  intelligence  Sir 
Gervaise  started,  as  from  a  reverie,  smiled,  and 
spoke.     We  will  here  remark,  that  now,  as  on 
the  previous  day,  all  the  natural  excitability  of 
manner  had  disappeared  from  the  commander- 
in*€hief,   and  he  was  quiet,  and   exceedingly 
gentle  in  his  deportment     This,  all  who  knew 
him,  understood  to  denote  a  serious  determina- 
tion to  engage. 

'^  I  have  desired  Galleygo  to  set  my  little 
table,  half  an  hour  hence,  in  the  after-cabin, 
Greenly,  and  you  wil  share  the  meal  with  me. 
Sir  Wycherly  will  be  of  our  party,  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  the  last  time  we  may  meet  at  the 
same  board.  It  is  necessary  every  thing  should 
be  in  fighting  order  to*day.'' 

*^  So  I  understand  it,  Sir  Gervaise.  We  are 
ready  to  begin,  as  soon  as  the  order  shall  be 
received." 
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^  Wait  one  moment  until  Bantiog  oonet  ip 
from  his  break&st.  Ah  I  here  he  is,  and  ve 
are  quite  ready  for  him,  having  bent<ia  ^ 
signal  In  his  absence.  *  Show  the  order,  Baol* 
ing}  for  the  day  advances." 

The  little  flags  were  fluttering  at  the  main- 
top-gallant-mast-head  of  the  Plantagenet  in  lea 
than  one  minute^  and  in  another  it  was  repeated 
by  the  Chloe,  Driver,  and  Active,  all  of  whidi 
were  lying*to,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  windm4 
charged  in  particular  with  this,  among  other 
duties.  So  well  was  this  signal  known,  that  not 
a  book  in  the  fleet  was  consulted,  but  all  die 
ships  answered,  the  instant  the  flags  could  be 
seen  and  understood.  Then  the  shrill  whistles 
were  heard  along  the  line,  calling,  *<  All  hands" 
to  ^'  clear  ship  for  action,  ahoy  1 " 

No  sooner  was  this  order  given  in  the  Plas- 
tagenet,  than  the  ship  became  a  scene  of  active 
but  orderly  exertion.  The  top-men  were  oq 
the  yards,  stoppering,  swinging  the  yards  is 
chains,  and  lashing,  in  order  to  prevent  shot 
from  doirig  more  injury  than  was  unavoidable; 
bulwarks  were  knocked  down;  mesa-diestti 
bags,  and  all  other  domestic  appliances,  dis^h 
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peared  beUm  *,  and  the  decks  were  cleared  of 
crery  thing  which  could  be  removed^  and  which 
'would  not  be  necessary  in  an  engagement  Fully 
Si  quarter  of  an  hour  was  thus  occupied,  for 
there  was  no  haste,  and  as  it  was  no  moment  of 
mere  parade,  it  was  necessary  that  the  work 
should  be  effectually  done.     The  officers  for- 
bade haste,  and  nothing  important  was  reported 
as  efiected,  that  some  one  in  authority  did  not 
examine  with  his  own  eyes,  to  see  that  no  pro- 
per care  had  been  neglected.     Then  Mr.  Bury, 
the  first  lieutenant,  went  on  the  main-yard,  in 
person,  to  look  at  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  slung,  while  he  sent  the  boatswain  up  for- 
ward, on  the  same  errand.    These  were  unusual 
precautions,  but  the  word  had  passed  through 
the  ship  *^that  Sir  Jarvy  was  in  earnest;"  and 
whenever  it  was  known  that  **  Sir  Jarvy"  was 
in  such  a  humour,  every  one  understood  that 
the  day's  work  was  to  be  hard,  if  not  long. 

•  In  the  acdon  of  the  Nile,  many  of  the  French  ships, 
under  the  impression  that  the  enemy  mutt  engjige  on  the 
oMfmir,  put  their  lumber,  bi^  &c«  into  the  ports,  and 
between  the  guns,  in  the  Isiboard  or  uuhore  batteries ; 
snd  when  the  British  anchored  mthore  of  them,  these 
bitteries  could  not  be  used  I 
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<^  Our  breakfast  is  ready.  Sir  Jarry,*  repotted 
Galleygo,  '^  and  as  the  decks  is  all  dear,  die 
b'ys  can  make  a  clean  run  of  it  from  the  cop- 
pers. I  only  wants  to  know  when  to  sene  it, 
your  honour." 

**  Serve  it  now,  my  good  fellow.  Tell  the 
Bowlderos  to  be  nimble,  and  expect  os  bebiv. 
Come,  Greenly — come,  Wychecombe — we  aie 
the  last  to  eat  —  let  us  not  be  the  last  at  our 
stations." 

<^  Ship's  clear,  sir,"  reported  Bury  to  hii 
captain  as  the  three  reached  the  quarter-dedE, 
on  their  way  to  the  cabin. 

<<  Very  well.  Bury ;  when  the  fleet  is  signalled 
to  go  to  quarters,  we  will  obey  with  the  rest** 

As  this  was  said.  Greenly  looked  at  the  vice- 
admiral  to  catch  his  wishes.  But  Sir  Gerraise 
had  no  intention  of  fatiguing  his  people  unneces- 
sarily. He  had  left  his  private  orders  with 
Bunting,  and  he  passed  down  without  an  answer 
or  a  glance.  The  arrangements  in  the  afto^ 
cabin  were  as  snug  and  as  comfortable  as  if  the 
breakfast«table  had  been  set  in  a  private  boosc^ 
and  the  trio  took  their  seats  and  commenced 
operations  with  hearty  good  will.    The  vice* 
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admiral  ordered  the  doors  thrown  open,  and  as 
the  port-lids  were  up,  from  the  place  where  he 
sat  he  could  command  glimpses,  both  to  leeward 
ai^d  to   "Windward,  that  included  a  view  of  the 
enemy,  as  well  as  one  of  his  own  expected  rein- 
forcements.   The  Bowlderos  were  in  full  livery, 
fiLud  more  active  and  attentive  than  usual  even. 
Their  station  in  battle — for  no  man  on  board  a 
vessel  of  war  is  an  **  idler'*  in  a  combat — was 
on  the  poop,  as  musketeers,  near  the  person  of 
their  master,  whose  colours  they  wore,  under 
the  ensign  of  their  prince,  like  vassals  of  an  an- 
cient baron.     Notwithstanding  the  crisis  of  the 
morning,  however,  these  men  performed  their 
customary  functions  with  the  precision  and  me- 
thod of  English  menials,  omitting  no  luxury  or 
usage  of  the  table.     On  a  sofa  behind  the  table 
was  spread  the  full  dress-coat  of  a  vice-admiral, 
then  a  neat  but  plain  uniform,  without  either 
lace  or  epauletts,  but  decorated  with  a  rich  star 
in  brilliants,  the  emblem  of  the  order  of  the 
Bath.    This  coat  Sir  Gervaise  always  wore  in 
battle,  unless  the  weather  rendered  a  **  storm- 
uniform,'*  as  he  used  to  term  a  plainer  attire, 
necessary. 


I64e  THE  TWO   ADMIRALS. 

flushed  to  crimson ;  then  it  became  pale.  Eke 
the  countenance  of  one  who  suflSered  nader 
acute  bodily  pain.  Wjcherly  observed  Ais, 
and  respectfully  inquired  if  Sir  Gervaise  were 
ill. 

^*  I  thank  you,  young  sir,"  answered  the  nce- 
admiral,  smiling  painfully ;  *'  it  u  OTer.  I 
believe  I  shall  have  to  go  into  dock,  and  kc 
Magrath  look  at  some  of  my  old  hurts,  whUi 
are  sometimes  troublesome.  Mr.  Buntings  do 
me  the  favour  to  go  on  deck,  and  ascertain,  hj 
a  careful  examination,  if  a  short  red  peooant 
be  not  set  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  above  the 
uppermost  flag.  Now,  Greenly,  we  will  take 
the  other  cup  of  tea,  for  there  is  plenty  of 
leisure." 

Two  or  three  brooding  minutes  followed. 
Then  Bunting  returned  to  say  the  penoant 
was  there,  a  fact  he  had  quite  overtooked  in 
his  former  observations,  confounding  the  nar- 
row  flag  in  question  with  the  regular  pennant 
of  the  king.  This  short  red  pennant  denoted 
that  the  communication  was  verbal,  according 
to  a  method  invented  by  Bluewater  hinisd( 
and  by  means  of  which,  using  the  ordinaij 
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nombers,'  he  was  enabled  to  communicate  with 
bis    friend,   without  any  of  the  captains,  or, 
indeed,    without    Sir  Gervaise's    own    signal- 
officer's  knowing  what  was  said.     In  a  word, 
without  having  recourse  to  any  new  flags,  but 
by  simply  giving  new  numbers  to  the  old  ones, 
and  referring  to  a  prepared  dictionary,  it  was 
possible    to  hold  a  conversation  in   sentences, 
that  should  be  a  secret  to  all  but  themselves. 
Sir  Gervaise  took  down   the  number  of  the 
signal  that  was  flying,  and  then  he  directed 
Banting  to  show  the  answering  flag,  with  a 
similar  pennant  over  it,  and  to  continue  this 
operation  so  long  as  the  rear-admiral  might 
make  his  signals.    The  numbers  were  to  be 
sent  below  as   fast  as  received.     As  soon  as 
Bunting  disappeared,  tiie  vice-admiral  unlocked 
a  secretary,  the  key  of  which  was  never  out  of 
his  own  possession,  took  from  it  a  small  dic- 
tionary,' and  laid  it  by  his  plate.     All  this  time 
the  breakfast  proceeded,  signals  of  this  nature 
frequently  occurring  between  the  two  admirals. 
In  the  course  of  the  next  ten  minutes,  a  quarter- 
master brought  below  a  succession  of  numbers 
written  on  small  pieces  of  paper ;  after  which 


166  THE  TWO   ADMIRALS. 

Bunting  appeared  himself  to  say  that  the  Canr 
had  stopped  signalling. 

Sir  Gervaise  how  looked  oat  eadi  word  bj 
its  proper  number,  and  wrote  it  down  widi  lus 
pencil  as  he  proceeded,  until  the  whole  md — 
*^  God  sake  —  make  no  signal.    Engage  not* 
No  sooner  was  the  communication  ondemood, 
than  the  paper  was  torn  into  minute  fragmeoCs, 
the  book  replaced,  and  the  vice-adminl,  tmiH 
ing  with  a  calm  determined  countenance  la 
Greenly,  ordered  him  to  beat  to  quarters  ai 
soon  as  Bunting  could  show  a  signal  to  the 
fleet  to  the  same  effect.    On  this  hint,  all  but 
the  vice-admiral  went  on  deck,  and  the  Bowl* 
deros  instantly  set  about  removing  the  table 
and  all  the  other  appliances.     Finding  himself 
annoyed  by  the  movements  of  the  servants,  Sir 
Gervaise  walked  out  into  the  great  cabin,  which, 
regardless  of  its  present  condition,  he  beguk 
to  pace,  as  was  his  wont  when  lost  in  thou^t. 
The  bulk-heads  being  down,  and  the  fiimitare 
removed,  this  was  in  truth  walking  in  sight  of 
the  crew.    All  who  happened  to  be  on  tbe 
main-deck  could  see  what  passed,  though  no 
one  presumed  to  enter  a  spot  that  was  tabooed 
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to  vulgar  feet,  even  when  thus  exposed.  The 
aspect  and  manner  of  **  Sir  Jarvy,"  however, 
were  not  overlooked,  and  the  men  prognosti- 
cated a  serious  time. 

Sach  was  the  state  of  things,  when  the  drums 
beat  to  quarters,  throughout  the  whole  line. 
At  the  first  tap,  the  great  cabin  sunk  to  the 
level  of  an  ordinary  battery ;  the  seamen  of  two 
guns,  with  the  proper  officers,  entering  within 
the  sacred  limits,  and    coolly  setting    about 
clearing  their  pieces,   and  making  the  other 
preparations  necessary  for  an  action.     All  this 
time  Sir  Gervaise  continued  pacing  what  would 
have  been  the  centre  of  his  own  cabin  had  the 
bulkheads  stood,  the  grim-looking  sailors  avoid- 
ing him  with  great  dexterity,  and  invariably 
touching  their  hats  as  they  were  compelled  to 
glide  near  his  person,  though  everything  went 
on  as  if  he  were  not  present.     Sir  Gervaise 
might  have  remained  lost  in   thought  much 
longer  than  he  did,  had  not  the  report  of  a  gun 
recalled  him  to  a  consciousness  of  the  scene 
that  was  enacting  around  him. 

** What's  that?'*  suddenly  demanded  the 
vice-admiral—** Is  Bluewater  signalling  again?" 
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'*  No,  Sir  Gervaise,"  answered  the  (bmth 
lieutenant,  looking  out  of  a  lee  port;  ^  it  is  die 
French  admiral  giving  us  another  weatkr- 
gun ;  as  much  as  to  ask  why  we  don't  go 
down.  This  is  the  second  compliment  of  the 
same  sort  that  he  has  paid  us  already  to-d^?" 

These  words  were  not  all  spoken  befbce  the 
vice-admiral  was  on  the  quarter-deck ;  in  Uf 
a  minute  more,  he  was  on  the  poop.  Here  he 
found  Greenly,  Wychecombe,  and  Bunting  ill 
looking  with  interest  at  the  beautiful  line  of  the 
enemy. 

**  Monsieur  de  Vervillin  is  impatient  to  vipe 
off  the  disgrace  of  yesterday,''  observed  the 
first,  ^'  as  is  apparent  by  the  invitations  be  gives 
us  to  come  down.  I  presume  Admiral  Bloe* 
water  will  wake  up  at  this  last  hint." 

<*  By  Heaven,  he  has  hauled  his  wind,  and 
is  standing  to  the  northward  and  eastward  !* 
exclaimed  Sir  Gervaise,  surprise  overcomiag 
all  his  discretion.  *^  Although  an  extraordinary 
movement,  at  such  a  time,  it  is  wonderful  in 
what  beautiful  order  Bluewater  keeps  bis 
ships?'' 

All   that  was  said  was  true  enough.     The 
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rear-admiral's  division  having  suddenly  hauled 
up,  in  a  dose  line  ahead,  each  ship  following 
lier  leader  as  mechanically  as  if  they  moved  by 
a   common  impulse.    As  no  one  in  the  least 
doubted    the  rear-admiral's  loyalty,   and   his 
courage  wasof  proo^  it  was  the  general  opinion 
that  this  unusual  manoeuvre  had  some  connec- 
tion with  the  unintelligible  signals,  and   the 
young    officers    laughingly    inquired    among 
themselves  what  '*  Sir  Jarvy  was  likely  to  do 
next?" 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  M*  de  Ver- 

villin  suspected  a  repetition  of  some  of  the 

scenes  of  the  preceding  day ;  for,  no  sooner  did 

he  perceive  that  the  English  rear  was  hugging 

the  wiud,  than  five  of  his  leading  ships  filled, 

and  drew  ahead,  as  if  to  meet  that  division, 

manoeavring  to  double  on  the  head  of  his  line ; 

while  the  remaining  five,  with  the  Foudroyant, 

still  lay  with  their  top-sails  to  the  mast,  waiting 

for  their  enemy  to  come  down.     Sir  Gervaise 

could  not  stand  this  long.     He  determined,  if 

possible,  to  bring  Bluewater  to  terms,  and  he 

ordered  the  Plantagenet  to  filL     Followed  by 

VOL.  III.  I 
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his  own  divisioD,  he  wore  immediatelj,  and 
went  off  under  easy  sail,  quartering,  tovsds 
M.  de  Vervillin's  rear,  to  avoid  being  raked 

The  quarter  of  an  hour  that  succeeded  vis 
one  of  intense  interest,  and  of  material  changes; 
though  not  a  shot  was  fired.     As   soon  as  tbe 
Comte  de  Vervillin  perceived  thai  the  Engbb 
were  disposed  to  come  nearer^  he  signalled  ik 
own  division  to  bear  up,  and  to  ran  off  dad 
before  the   wind,   under  their  top-sails,  coo- 
mencing  astern ;  which  reversed  his  order  of 
sailing,   and  brought  Le  Foudrojant  in  die 
rear,  or  nearest  to  the  enemy.     This  was  no 
sooner  done,  than  he  settled  all  his  top-sails  on 
the  caps.     There  could  be  no  mLstaking  this 
manoeuvre.     It  was  a  direct  invitation  to  Sir 
Gervaise  to  come  down  fairly  alongside;  the 
bearing  up  at  once  removing  all  risk  of  being 
raked  in  so  doing.     The  English  commander- 
in-chief  was  not  a  man  to  neglect  such  a  pal* 
pable  challenge ;  but,  making  a  few  signals  to 
direct  the  mode  of  attack  he  contemplated,  he 
set  foresail  and  maintop-gallant-sail,  and  brought 
the  wind  directly  over  his  own  taffrail.     Tbe 
vessels  astern  followed   like   clock-work;  and 
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then  no  one  doubted  that  the  mode  of  attack 
was  settled  for  that  day. 

As  the  French,  with  M*  de  Vervillin,  were 
still  half  a  mile  to  the  southward  and  east- 
-ward    of   the    approaching  division  of  their 
enemy,  the  Comte  collected  all  his  frigates  and 
oonrettes  on  his  starboard  hand,  leaving  a  clear 
approach    to  Sir  Gervaise   on    his  larboard 
beam.     This  hint  was  understood,  too,  and  the 
Plantagenet  steered  a  course  that  would  bring 
her  up  on  that  side  of  Le  Foudroyant,  and  at 
the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards  from 
the  muzzles  of  her  guns.    This  threatened  to 
be  close  work,  and  unusual  work  in  fleets,  at 
that  day ;  but  it  was  the  game  our  commander- 
in-chief  was  fond  of  playing,  and  it  was  one, 
also,  that  promised  soonest  to  bring  matters  to 
a  result 

These  preliminaries  arranged,  there  was  yet 
kisare  for  the  respective  commanders  to  look 
about  them.  The  French  were  still  fully  a  mile 
ahead  of  their  enemies,  and  as  both  fleets  were 
going  in  the  same  direction,  the  approach  of  the 
English  was  so  slow  as  to  leave  some  twenty 
minutes  of  that  solemn  breathing  time,  which 

I  2 
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reigns  in  a  disciplined  ship,  preTioos  to  the 
commencement  of  the  combat.  The  feelings  of 
the  two  commanders-in-chief^  at  this  pregout 
instant,  were  singularly  in  contradiction  to  eadi 
other.  The  Comte  de  Vervillin  saw  that  the 
rear  division  of  hb  force,  under  the  CoBtxv- 
Amiral  le  Vicomte  des  Prez,  was  in  the  vo; 
position  he  desired  it  to  be,  having  obcaioed 
the  advantage  of  the  wind  by  the  English  divi- 
sion's coming  down,  and  by  keeping  its  ova 
ltt£  Between  the  two  French  officers  there 
was  a  perfect  understanding  as  to  the  course 
each  was  to  take,  and  both  now  fdt  sangnioe 
hopes  of  being  able  to  obliterate  die  disgrace 
of  the  previous  day,  and  that,  too^  by  means 
very  similar  to  those  by  which  it  had  been  m- 
curred.  On  the  other  hand.  Sir  Gervaise  wis 
beset  with  doubts  as  to  the  course  Bluewater 
might  pursue.  He  could  not,  however,  eome 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  would  abandon  him 
to  the  joint  efforts  of  the  two  hostile  divisions; 
and  so  long  as  the  French  rear-admiral  was 
occupied  by  the  English  force  to  windward,  it 
left  to  himself  a  clear  field  and  no  favour  in  the 
action  with  M.  de  Vervillin.     He  knew  Bloc- 
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ater*s  generous  nature  too  well  not  to  feel 
rtain  his  own  compliance  with  the  request  not 
signal  his  inferior  would  touch  his  heart,  and 
give  him  a  double  chance  with  all  his  better 
feelings.     Nevertheless,  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  did 
not  lead  into  this  action  without  many  and  pain- 
ful misgivings.     He  had  lived  too  long  in  the 
world  not  to  know  that  political  prejudice  was 
the  most  demoralising  of  all  our  weaknesses, 
veiling  our  private  jvices  under  the  plausible 
concealment  of  the  public  weal,  and  render- 
ing even   the  well-disposed  insensible  to  the 
wrongs  they  commit  to  individuals,  by  means 
of  the  deceptive  flattery  of  serving  the  com- 
munity.    As  doubt  was  more  painful  than  the 
certainty  of  bis  worst  forebodings,  however,  and 
it  was  not  in  his  nature  to  refuse  a  combat  so 
fairly  offered,  he  was  resolved  to  close  with  the 
Comte  at  every  hazard,  trusting  the  issue  to 
God,  and  his  own  efforts. 

The  Plantagenet  presented  an  eloquent  pic- 
ture of  order  and  preparation,  as  she  drew  near 
the  French  line,  on  this  memorable  occasion. 
Her  people  were  all  at  quarters,  and,  as  Greenly 
walked  through  her  batteries,  he  found  every 
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gun  on  the  starboard  side  Ioose»  lerdled, 
ready  to  be  fired;  while  the  oppo»te  mercij 
required  a  turn  or  two  of  the  tackles  to  be  aA 
loose,  the  priming  to  be  applied,  and  the  log- 
gerhead to  follow,  in  order  to  be  disdiarged 
also.     A  death-like  stillness  reigned  finom  the 
poop  to  the  cockpit,  the  older  seamen  oocasbo* 
ally  glancing  through  their  ports  in  order  id 
ascertain  the  relative  positions  of  the  two  fleetsi 
that  they  might  be  ready  for  the  collision.    As 
the  English  got  within  musket-shot,  the  FicDcii 
ran  their  topsails  to  the  mast-heads,  and  diar 
ships  gathered  fresher  way  through  the  water. 
Still  the  former  moved  with  the  greatest  velo- 
city, carrying  the  most  sail,  and  impelled  bj 
the  greater  momentum.     When  near  enough, 
however.  Sir  Gervaise  gave  the  order  to  reduce 
the  canvass  of  his  own  ship. 

*^  That  will  do.  Greenly,"  he  said,  in  a  mild 
quiet  tone.  ^^  Let  run  the  top-gallant-halyards, 
and  haul  up  the  foresail.  The  way  you  have 
will  bring  you  fairly  alongside.^' 

The  captain  gave  the  necessary  orders,  and 
the  master  shortened  sail  accordingly.  Still 
the  Plantagenet  shot  ahead,  and,  in  three  or 
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Tout  minutes  more,  her  bows  doubled  so  far  on 
Le  Foudrojant's  quarter,  as  to  permit  a  gun  to 
bear.      T*his  was  the  signal  for  both  sides,  each 
s\iiY>  opening,  as  it  might  be,  in  the  same  breath. 
The  flash,   the  roar,  and  the  eddying  smoke 
followed  in  quick  succession,  and  in  a  period 
of  time   that  seemed  nearly  instantaneous :  he 
crash  of   shot,  and  the  shrieks  of  wounded, 
mingled  with  the  infernal  din ;  for  nature  extorts 
^inful  concessions  of  human  weaknesses,  at 
such  moments,  even  from  the  bravest  and  firm- 
est.    Bunting  was  in  the  act  of  reporting  to  Sir 
Gervaise  that  no  signal  could  yet  be  seen  from 
the  Caesar,  in  the  midst  of  this  uproar,  when  a 
small  round  shot,  discharged  from  the  French- 
man's poop,  passed  through  his  body,  literally 
driving  the  heart  before  it,  leaving  him  dead  at 
Ills  commander's  feet 

**  I  shall  depend  on  you,  Sir  Wycherly,  for 
the  discharge  of  poor  Bunting's  duty  the  re- 
mainder of  the  cruise,"  observed  Sir  Gervaise, 
with  a  smile  in  which  courtesy  and  regret 
struggled  singularly  for  the  mastery.  ^*  Quar- 
ter-masters, lay  Mr.  Bunting's  body  a  little  out 
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of  the  way,  and  cover  it  with  those  ngndb 
They  are  a  suitable  pall  for  so  brave  a  maiL* 

Just  as  this  occurred,  the  Warspite  cme 
clear  of  the  Plantagenet,  on  her  outside,  aooord- 
ing  to  orders,  and  she  opened  with  her  forwvd 
guns,  taking  the  second  ship  in  the  French  fioe 
for  her  target  In  two  minutes  more  tkoe 
vessels  also  were  furiously  engaged  in  the  hat 
strife.  In  this  manner,  ship  after  ship  ptaed 
on  the  outside  of  the  Plantagenet,  and  sheered 
into  her  berth  ahead  of  her  who  had  just  bea 
own  leader,  until  the  Achilles,  Lord  Morganic^ 
the  last  of  the  five,  lay  fairly  side  by  side  vitk 
Le  Conquereur,  the  vessel  now  at  the  head  of 
the  French  line*  That  the  reader  may  under- 
stand the  incidents  more  readily,  we  will  give 
the  opposing  lines  in  the  precise  form  in  wfaidi 
they  lay,  viz. 

Plantagenet    -        -  Le  Foudroyant 
Warspite        -        •  Le  T^m^raire 
Blenheim        *        -  Le  Dugay  Trooin 
Thunderer      -        -  L'Ajax 
Achilles  -        -  Le  Conquereur* 

The  constantly  recurring  discharges  of  feor 
hundred   pieces  of  heavy  ordnance^  within  a 
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^aoe  so  small,  had  the  effect  to  repel  the  re- 
gular currents  of  air,  and,  almost  immediately, 
to  lessen  a  breeze  of  six  or  seven  knots,  to  one 
that  iRrould  not  propel  a  ship  more  than  two  or 
three.     This  was  the  first  observable  phenome- 
non connected  with  the  action ;  but,  as  it  had 
been  expected.  Sir  Gervaise  had  used  the  pre-* 
caution  to  lay  his  ships  as  near  as  possible  in 
the  positions  in  which  he  intended  them  to  fight 
the   battle.      The  next  great  physical  conse- 
quence, one  equally  expected  and  natural,  but 
^hich  wrought  a  great  change  in  the  aspect  of 
the  battle,  was  the  cloud  of  smoke  in  which  the 
ten  ships  were  suddenly  enveloped*   At  the  first 
broadsides  between  the  two  admirals,  volumes 
of  light  fleecy  vapour  rolled  over  the  sea,  meet- 
midway,  and  rising  thence  in  curling  wreaths, 
left  nothing  but  the  masts  and  sails  of  the  ad- 
versary visible  in  the  hostile  ship.     This,  of 
itself,  would  have  soon  hidden  the  combatants 
in  the  bosom  of  a  nearly  impenetrable  cloud ; 
but  as  the  vessels  drove  onward  they  entered 
deeper  beneath  the  sulphurous  canopy,  until  it 
spread  on  each  side  of  them,  shutUng  out  the 
view  of  ocean,  skies,  and  horizon*     The  burn* 

1  5 
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ing  of  the  priming  below  contribated  to 
the  smoke,  until,  not  only  was  respiration  ofiei 
difficult,  but  those  who  fought  only  a  few  jard» 
apart  frequently  could  not  recognise  each  odia's 
faces.  In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  obscunty, 
and  a  din  that  might  well  have  alarmed  tbr 
caverns  of  the  ocean,  the  earnest  and  veD- 
drilled  seamen  toiled  at  their  ponderous  gaiB, 
and  remedied  with  ready  hands  the  injuries  re> 
ceived  in  the  rigging ;  each  man  as  intent  oo  \m 
own  particular  duty  as  if  he  wrought  m  the 
occupations  of  an  ordinary  gale. 

<*  Sir  Wycherly,"  observed  the  vice-adomiL 
when  the  cannonading  had  continued  sooe 
twenty  minutes,  *'  there  is  little  for  a  flag-oflkcr 
to  do  in  such  a  cloud  of  smoke.  I  would  gire 
much  to  know  the  exact  positions  of  the  divi- 
sions of  our  two  rear-admirals.** 

*^  There  is  but  one  mode  of  ascertaining  diat, 
Sir  Gervaise  —  if  it  be  your  pleasure,  I  will  at- 
tempt it.  By  going  on  the  main-top-gallmt- 
yard,  one  might  get  a  clear  view,  perhaps." 

Sir  Gervaise  smiled  his  approbation,  and  pre> 
sently  he  saw  the  young  man  ascending  the 
main-rigging,  though  half  concealed  in  smoke. 


<c 
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at  this  instant   Greenly  ascended  to  the 
I,  from  making  a  tour  of  observation  below. 
""^^Tithout  waiting  for   a   question,  the  captain 
his  report. 
We  are  doing  pretty  well,  now,  Sir  Ger- 
though  the  first  broadside  of  the  Comte 
treated  us  roughly*     I  think  his  fire  slackens, 
and   Bury  says,  he  is  certain  that  his  fore-top* 
mast  is  already  gone.     At  all  events,  our  lads 
are  in  goods  spirits,  and  as  yet  all  the  sticks 
keep  their  places.'' 

<*  I  'm  glad  of  this.  Greenly ;  particularly  of 
the  latter,  just  at  this  moment.  I  see  you  are 
looking  at  those  signals  —  they  cover  the  body 
of  poor  Bunting." 

'*  And  this  train  of  blood  to  the  ladder,  sir, 
—I  hope  our  young  baronet  is  not  hurt?" 

*'  No,  it  is  one  of  the  Bowlderos,  who  has 
lost  a  leg.  I  shall  have  to  see  that  he  wants  for 
nothing  hereafter." 

There  was  a  pause,  and  then  both  the  gentle- 
men smiled,  as  they  heard  the  crashing  work 
made  by  a  shot  just  beneath  them,  which  by  the 
sounds  and  the  direction,  they  knew  had  passed 
through   Greenly's  crockery.        Still    neither 
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spoke.  After  a  few  more  minotes  of  akni  ob- 
seryation,  Sir  Gervaise  remarked  that  he  thoogbt 
the  flashes  of  the  French  guns  more  dktSBC 
than  they  had  been  at  first,  though,  at  that  in- 
stant, not  a  trace  of  their  enemy  was  to  be  lEs- 
covered,  except  in  the  roar  of  the  guns,  and  ia 
these  very  flashes  and  their  effect  on  the  Flaa- 
tagenet 

^*  If  so,  sir,  the  Comte  begins  to  find  his  berth 
too  hot  for  him ;  here  is  the  wind  still  diiecdj 
over  our  tafiraU,  such  as  it  is." 

«  No  —  no  —  we  steer  as  we  b^an  —  Ikaep 
my  eye  on  that  compass  below,  and  am  certain 
we  hold  a  straight  course.  Go  forward.  Greenly, 
and  see  that  a  sharp  look-out  is  k^t  ahead.  It 
is  time  some  of  our  own  ships  should  be  crippled; 
we  must  be  careful  not  to  run  into  them.  ShooU 
sach  a  thing  happen,  sheer  hard  to  starboard, 
and  pass  inside  J* 

"  Ay  —  ay  —  Sir  Gervaise ;  your  wishes  shall 
be  attended  to/* 

As  this  was  said.  Greenly  disappeared,  and, 
at  the  next  instant,  Wycherley  stood  in  hb 
place. 

<<  Well,  sir  -«- 1  am  glad  to  see  you  back  safe. 
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If  Greenly  were  here  now,  he  would  inquire 
ci^l3out  his  masts  ;  but  /  wish  to  know  the  position 
o€*  t:he  ships^* 

^^  I  am  the  bearer  of  bad  news,  sir.    Nothing 

WLt,    all  could  be  seen  from  the  top ;  but  in  the 

cv'oss-trees,   I  got  a  good  look   through  the 

svnoke,  and  am  sorry  to  say  the  French  rear- 

Admiral  is  coming  down  fast  on  our  larboard- 

c|uarter,  with  all  his   force.     We  shall  have 

liim  abeam  in  five  minutes." 

*<  And  Bluewater  ?  "  demanded  Sir  Gervaise, 
quick  as  lightning. 

**  I  could  see  nothing  of  Admiral  Bluewater's 
ships ;  but  knowing  the  importance  of  this  in- 
telligence, I  came  down  immediately,  and  by 
the  back-stay." 

*'  You  have  done  well,  sir.  Send  a  midship- 
man  forward  for  Captain  Greenly;  then  pass 
below  yourself,  and  let  the  lieutenants  in  the 
batteries  hear  the  news.  They  must  divide 
their  people,  and  by  all  means  give  a  prompt 
and  well-directed  ^i/  broadside." 

Wycherly  waited  for  no  more.  He  ran  be- 
low with  the  activity  of  his  years.  The  message 
found  Greenly  between  the  knight-heads,  but 
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he  harried  aft  to  the  poop  to  ascertain  its  ob- 
ject. It  took  Sir  Gervaise  but  a  moment  to 
explain  it  all  to  the  captain. 

<^  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  can  the  ocbcr 
division  be  about,"  exclaimed  Greenly,  ^  that 
it  lets  the  French  rear-admiral  come  npoo  os, 
in  a  moment  like  this  ?  *' 

^^  Of  that,  sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  fuv,"* 
answered  the  commander-in-chief^  solemnly* 
<^  Our  present  business  is  to  get  ready  for  diis 
new  enemy.  Go  into  the  batteries  again,  and, 
as  you  prize  victory,  be  careful  not  to  throw 
away  the  first  discharge,  in  the  smoke." 

As  time  pressed,  Greenly  swallowed  his 
discontent,  and  departed.  The  five  minutes 
that  succeeded  were  bitter  minutes  to  Sr  Ger- 
vaise  Oakes.  Beside  himself  there  were  but 
five  men  on  the  poop ;  viz.  the  quarter-master 
who  tended  the  signals,  and  three  of  the  Bowl* 
deros.  All  of  these  were  using  muskets  as 
usual,  though  the  vice-admiral  .never  permitted 
marines  to  be  stationed  at  a  point  which  be 
wished  to  be  as  clear  of  smoke  and  as  moch 
removed  from  busde  as  possible.  He  began  to 
pace  this  comparatively  vacant  litde  deck  with 
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a.     <juick  Step,  casting  wistful  glances  towards 
^Ime  larboard-quarter;    but  though   the  smoke 
oocrasionally  cleared  a  little  in  that  direction, 
tike  firmg  having  much  slackened,  from  exhaus- 
tion in  the  men,  as  well  from  injuries  given  and 
re<reived,  he  was  unable  to  detect  any  signs  of 
a    ship.      Such  was  the  state  of  things  when 
^Wycherly  returned    and    reported    that    his 
orders  were  delivered,  and  part  of  the  people 
ivere  already  in  the  larboard-batteries. 


184  TH£   TWO   ADMIBAlJSk 


CHAPTER  VIL 

And  oh !  the  little  warlike  worid  within  I 
The  well-^reered  ganu^  the  netted  canopy* 
The  hoarse  command,  the  bosjr  humming  Sn, 
When  at  a  word  the  tops  are  manned  <m  hi^ ; 
Hark  to  the  boatswain's  call,  the  cheering  cry! 
While  through  the  seaman's  hand  the  tackle  glidet» 
Or  school-boy  midshipman,  tfaat^  standing  by* 
Stnuns  his  shrill  pipe,  as  good  or  ill  beddes. 
And  well  the  docile  crew  that  skilful  urchin  guides. 

Braoai. 


"  Abe  you  quite  sure,  Sir  WydwHy 
Wychecombej  that  there  is  not  some  miistab 
about  the  approach  of  the  rear  division  of  ^ 
French  ?"  inquired  the  vice-admiral,  endcaTOor- 
ing  to  catch  some  glimpse  of  the  water,  thitK^ 
the  smoke  on  the  larboard  hand.  '<  May  ^ 
some  crippled  ship  of  our  own  have  sheered 
from  the  line,  and  been  left  by  us  unknowiogl/f 
on  that  side?" 

*' No,  Sir  Gervaise,  there  is  no  mistake; 
there  can  be  none,  unless  I  have  been  deceited 
a  little  in  the  distance*    I  saw  nothing  bat  the 
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sails  and  sparS}  not  of  a  single  vessel,  but  of 
three  ships ;  and  one  of  them  wore  the  flag  of 
a  French  rear-admiral  at  the  mizen.  As  a 
proof  that  I  was  not  mistakeny  sir,  there  it  is 
this  minute ! '' 

The  smoke  on  the  off  side  of  the  Plantagenet, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  was  much  less  dense  than 
that  on  the  side  engaged,  and  the  wind  be- 
ginning to  blow  in  eddies,  as  ever  happens  in  a 
heavy  cannonade,  there  were  moments  in  which 
it  cast  aside  the  <<  shroud  of  battle.**    At  that 
instant  an  opening  occurred  through  which  a 
single  mast  and  a  single  sail  were  visible,  in  the 
precise  spot  where  Wycherly  had  stated  the 
enemy  might  be  looked  for.     It  was  a  mizen- 
top-sail,  beyond  a  question,  and  above  it  was 
fluttering  the  little  square  flag  of  the  rear-ad- 
miral.   Sir  Gervaise  decided  on  the  character 
of  the  vessel,  and  on  his  own  course,  in  an  in- 
stant   Stepping  to  the  edge  of  the  poop,  with 
his  natural  voice,  without  the  aid  of  a  trumpet 
of  any  sort,  he  called  out  in  tones  that  rose 
above  the  roar  of  the  contest,  the  ominous  but 
familiar  nautical  words  of  **  stand  by !  **  Perhaps 
a  call  from  powerful  lungs  (and  the  vice-admiral*s 
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voice,  when  he  chose  to  use  it,  was  like  the  fakst 
of  a  clarion)  is  clearer  and  more  impressive, 
when  unaided  by  instruments,  than  when   it 
comes  disguised  and  unnatural  through  m  ti^K. 
At  any  rate,  these  words  were  heard  even  ob 
the  lower  deck,  by  those  who  stood  near  the 
hatches.     Taking  them  up,  they  were  repeated 
by  a  dozen  voices,  with  such  expressions  as 
<<  Look  out,  lads ;  Sir  Jarvy's  awake  ! "  ^  Sghc 
your  guns!"   ^^  Wait  till  she*s  square!"  and 
other  similar  admonitions  that  it  is  usual  far 
the  sea-officer  to  give,  as  he  is  about  to  oob> 
mence  the  strife.     At  this  critical  moment,  Sr 
Gervaise  again  looked  up,  and  caught  another 
glimpse  of  the  little  flag,  as  it  passed  into  a 
wreath  of  smoke ;  he  saw  that  the  ship 
fairly  abeam,  and,  as  if  doubling  all  his 
he  shouted  the  word  '<  fire ! "     Greenly 
standing  on  the  lower*deck   ladder,  with  his 
head  just  even  with  the  coamings  of  the  batchy 
as  this  order  reached  him,  and  he  repeated  it 
in  a  voice  scarcely  less  startling.     The  clood 
on  the  larboard  side  was  driven  in  all  direc* 
tions,  like  dust  scattered  by  wind.     The  ship 
seemed  on  fire,  and  the  missiles  of  forty-ooe 
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gviYis  flew  on  their  deadly  errand,  ^s  it  might 
l>e     at  a  single  flash.     The  old   Plaptagenet 
trembled  to  her  keel,  and  even  bowed  a  little 
Sit,   the  recoils,  but,  like  one  suddenly  relieved 
Frooi  a  burden,  righted  and  went  on  her  way 
none  the  less  active.     That  timely  broadside 
saved  the  English  commander-in-chief's  ship 
from  an  early  defeat.     It  took  the  crew  of  Le 
Pluton,  her  new  adversary,  by  surprise;  for 
they  had  not  been  able  to  distinguish  the  pre- 
cise position  of  their  enemy ;  and,  besides  doing 
▼ast  injury  to  both  hull  and  people,  drew  her 
fire  at  an  unpropitious  moment.     So  uncertain 
and  hasty,  indeed,  was  the  discharge  the  French 
ship  gave  in  return,  that  no  small  portion  of 
the  contents  of  her  guns  passed  ahead  of  the 
Flantagenet,  and  went  into  the  larboard  quarter 
of  Le  T^m^raire,  the  French  admiral's  second 
ahead. 

^<  That  was  a  timely  salute,"  said  Sir  Ger- 
vaise,  smiling,  as  soon  as  the  fire  of  his  new 
enemy  had  been  received  without  material  in- 
jury. ^<  The  first  blow  is  always  half  the  battle. 
We  may  now  work  on  with  some  hopes  of  sue- 
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cess.     Ah  !  here  comes  Greenly  Bgain^  God  be 
praised !  unhurt'' 

The  meeting  of  these  two  eEperieoeed 
men  was  cordial,  but  not  without  great 
ness.  Both  felt  that  the  situation  of  not  ooIt 
the  ship,  but  of  the  whole  fleet,  was  extremely 
critical,  the  odds  being  much  too  great,  and  the 
position  of  the  enemy  too  &vourableb  not  to 
render  the  result,  to  say  the  very  least,  exceed- 
ingly doubtful*  Some  advantage  had  oertaiBh 
been  obtained,  thus  far;  but  there  was  Uttk 
hope  of  preserving  it  long.  The  circumstanoo 
called  for  very  decided  and  particularly  bold 
measures* 

^^  My  mind  is  made  up,  Greenly,**  observed 
the  vice-admiral.  *^  We  must  go  aboard  of 
one  of  these  ships,  and  make  it  a  hand-to-haiid 
affiiir.  We  will  take  the  French  commander- 
in-chief;  he  is  evidently  a  good  deal  cut  up  bj 
the  manner  in  which  his  fire  slackens,  and  even 
if  we  can  carry  him,  or  even  force  him  oat  of 
the  line,  it  will  give  us  a  better  chance  with  the 
rest.  As  for  Bluewater,  Qod  only  knows  what 
has  become  of  him  I  He  is  not  here,  at  any 
rate,  and  we  must  help  ourselves.** 
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You  have  only  to  order»  Sir  Gervaise,  U> 

9e  obeyed.     I  will  lead  the  boarders,  myself. " 

^*  It  must  be  a  general  thing,   Greenly;  I 

rather  think  we  shall  all  of  us  have  to  go  aboard 

of    Lie  Foudroyant*      Gro,   give  the  necessary 

orders,  and  when  every  thing  is  ready,  round 

in   a  little  on  the  larboard  braces,  clap  your 

helm  a-port,  and  give  the  ship  a  rank  sheer 

to  starboard.     This  will  bring  matters  to  a 

crisis  at  once.     By  letting  the  foresail  fall,  and 

setting  the  spanker,  you  might  shove  the  ship  a 

little  fasten" 

Greenly  instantly  left  the  poop  on  this  new 

and  important  duty.     He  sent  his  orders  into 

the  batteries,   bidding   the   people  remain  at 

their  guns,  however,  to  the  Jast  moment;  and 

particularly  instructing  the  captain  of  marines, 

as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  cover,  and 

then  follow  the  boarding  party.    This  done, 

he  gave  orders  to  brace  forward  the  yards,  as 

directed  by  Sir  Gervaise. 

The  reader  will  not  overlook  the  material 
circumstance,  that  all  we  have  related  occurred 
amid  the  din  of  battle.  Guns  were  exploding 
at  each  instant,  the  cloud  of  smoke  was  both 
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thickening  and  extending,  fire  was  flashing  ia 
the  semi-obscurity  of  its  volumes,   shot  were 
rending  the  wood  and  cutting  the  riggu^  and 
the  piercing  shrieks  of  agony,  only  so  mnch  the 
more  appalling  by  being  extorted  from  the 
stern  and  resolute,  blended  their  thrillii^  ac- 
companiments.    Men  seemed  to  be  oooverted 
into  demons,  and  yet  there  was  a  lofty  and 
stubborn  resolution  to  conquer  mingled  vidi 
all,  that  ennobled  the  strife  and  rendered  it 
heroic.     The  broadsides  that  were  delivered  is 
succession  down  the  line,  as  ship  after  ship  cf 
the  rear  division  reached  her  station,  however, 
proclaimed  that  Monsieur  des  Prez  had  imitand 
Sir  Gervaise's  mode  of  closing,  the  only  one  bj 
means  of  which  the  leading  vessel  could  eaoft 
destruction,  and  that  the  English  were  oooi- 
pletely  doubled  on.     At  this  moment,  the  sail- 
trimmers    of   the   Plantagenet    handled    their 
braces.    The  first  pull  was  the  last.    No  sooner 
were  the  ropes  started,  than  the  Ibre-top-mast 
went  over  the  bows,  dragging  after  it  the  maia 
with  all   its  hamper,'  the  mizen  snapping  like 
a  pipe-stem  at  the  cap.  '  By  this  cruel  acddeo^ 
the  result  of  many  injuries  to  shrouds,  back* 
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tajs,  and  spars,  the  situation  of  the  Plan* 
agenet  became  worse  than  ever ;  for,  not  only 
was  the  wreck  to  be  partially  cleared,  at  leasts 
to  figlit  many  of  the  larboard  guns,  but  the 
command  of  the  ship  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
lost,  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  most  infernal 
milies  that  ever  accompanied  a  combat  at  sea. 

At  no  time  does  the  trained  seaman  ever  ap- 
pear so  great  as  when  he  meets  sudden  misfor- 
\uaes  with  the  steadiness  and  quiet  which  it  is 
a  material  part  of  the  morale  of  discipline  to 
inculcate.     Greenly  was  full  of  ardour  for  the 
assault,  and  was  thinking  of  the  best  mode  of 
running  foul  of  his  adversary  when  thb  calamity 
occurred ;  but  the  masts  were  hardly  down  when 
he  changed  all  his  thoughts  to  a  new  current, 
and  called  out  to  the  sail-trimmers  U>  *<  lay  over, 
and  clear  the  wreck." 

Sir  Gervaise,  too,  met  with  a  sudden  and 
violent  check  to  the  current  of  his  feelings.  He 
had  collected  his  Bowlderos,  and  was  giving  his 
instructions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  to  follow,  and  keep  near  his  person,  in  the 
expected  haod-to*hand  encounter,  when  the 
heavy  rushing  of  the  air,  and  the  swoop  of  the 
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mass  from  above,  announced  what  bad  oooonvd. 
Turning  to  the  men,  he  calmly  ordered  tkm 
to  aid  in  getting  rid  of  the  iDcambrances^  9ai 
was  in  the  very  act  of  directing  Wjcherij  lo 
join  in  the  same  duty,  when  the  latter  ex- 
claimed — 

«  See,  Sir  Grervaise,  here  conies  aootlicr  of 
the  Frenchmen  close  upon  oar  quarter.  £/ 
heavens,  they  must  mean  to  board  !  ** 

The  vice-admiral  instinctively  grasped  his 
sword-hilt  tighter,  and  turned  in  the  diredxn 
mentioned  by  his  companion.  Tbere^  iodeed, 
came  a  fresh  ship,  shoving  the  cloud  aside,  ud, 
by  the  clearer  atmosphere  that  seemed  to  ac- 
company her,  apparently  bringing  down  a  car- 
rent  of  air  stronger  than  common.  WbeoAi^ 
seen,  the  jib-boom  and  bowsprit  were  both  en- 
veloped in  smoke,  but  his  bellying  fbre-top-sail) 
and  the  canvass  hanging  in  festoons,  loomd 
grandly  in  the  vapour,  the  black  yards  seeming 
to  embrace  the  wreaths,  merely  to  cast  tfaem 
aside.  The  proximity,  too,  was  fearful,  kr 
yard'-arms  promising  to  clear  those  of  the  Flan* 
tagenet  only  by  a  few  feet,  as  her  dark  bon 
brushed  along  the  admiral's  side. 
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*'  This  will  be  fearful  work,  indeed ! "  ex* 
claimed    Sir   Gervaise.     "  A    fresh   broadside 
from  a  ship  so  near,  will  sweep  all   from  the 
spars.    Go,  Wychecombe,  tell  Greenly  to  call  in 
—  Hold  !  —  'T  is  an  English  ship  !    No  French- 
man's bowsprit   stands   like   that !     Almighty 
God  be  praised  !     'T  is  the  Caesar — there  is 
the  old  Roman  figure-head  just  shoving  out  of 
the  smoke  I " 

This  was  said  with  a  yell,  rather  than  a  cry, 
of  delight,  and  in  a  voice  so  loud  that  the  words 
were  heard  below,  and  flew  through  the  ship 
like  the  hissing  of  an  ascending  rocket.  ,  To 
confirm  the  glorious  tidings,  the  flash  and  roar 
of  guns  on   the   off-side  of  the  stranger  an- 
nounced the  welcome  tidings  that  Le   Pluton 
had  an  enemy  of  her  own  to  contend  with,  thus 
enabling  the  Plantagenet's  people  to  throw  all 
their  strength  on  the  starboard  guns,  and  pursue 
their  other  necessary  work  without  further  mo- 
lestation from  the  French  rear-admiral.     The 
gratitude  of  Sir  Gervaise,  as  the  rescuing  ship 
thrust  herself  in  between   him  and  his  most 
formidable  assailant  was  too  deep  for  language. 
•  He  placed  his  hat  mechanically  before  his  face, 

YOU  HI.  K 
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and  thanked  God,  with  a  fervour  of  spirit  that 
never  before  had  attended  his  thanksgivmgs. 
This  brief  act  of  devotion  over,  be  found  the 
bows  of  the  Caesar,  which  ship  was 
very  slowly,  in  order  not  to  pass  too  far 
just  abreast  of  the  spot  where  be  stood,  and  so 
near  that  objects  were  pretty  plainly   visible. 
Between    her   knight-heads   stood    Biueirater, 
conning  the  ship,  by  means  of  a  line  of  officers, 
his  hat  in  his  hand,  waving  in  encouragemeia 
to  his  own  people,  while  Geoffrey  Cievdaod 
held  the  trumpet  at  his  elbow.    At  that  momcct 
three  noble  cheers  were  given  by  the  crews  of 

the  two  friendly  vessels,  and  mingled  with  the 

1^  

increasing  roar  of  the  Caesar's  artillery.  Then 
the  smoke  rose  in  a  cloud  over  the  forecastle  of 
the  latter  ship,  and  persons  could  no  longer  be 
distinguished. 

Nevertheless,  like  all  that  thus  approached, 
the  relieving  ship  passed  slowly  ahead,  until 
nearly  her  whole  length  protected  the  unde* 
fended  side  of  her  consort,  delivering  her  fire 
with  fearful  rapidity.  The  Plantagenets  seemed 
to  imbibe  new  life  from  this  arrival,  and  their 
starboard  guns  spoke  out  again,  as  if  manoed 
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by  giants.     It  was  five  minutes,  perhaps,  after 

this  seasonable  arrival,  before  the  guns  of  the 

other  skips  of  the  English  rear  announced  their 

presence  on  the  outside  of  Monsieur  des  Pres's 

force  ;  thus  bringing  the  whole  of  the  two  fleets 

into    four  lines,  all  steering  dead  before  the 

wind,  and,  as  it  were,  interwoven  with  each 

other.     By  that  time,  the  poops  of  the  Plan* 

tagenet  and  Caesar  became  visible  from  one  to 

the  other,  the  smoke  now  driving  principally 

off  from  the  vessels.     There  again  were  our  two 

admirals   each    anxiously    watching   to   get  a 

glimpse  of  his  friend.     The  instant  the  place 

was  clear.  Sir  Gervaise  applied  the  trumpet  to 

his  mouth,  and  called  out  — 

"  God  bless  you  —  Dick  !  may  God  for  ever 
bless  you  — your  ship  can  do  it  —  clap  your 
helm  hard  a-starboard,  and  sheer  into  M.  des 
Prez;  you  '11  have  him  in  five  minutes." 

Bluewnter  smiled,  waved  his  hand,  gave  an 
order,  and  laid  aside  his  trumpet.  Two  mi- 
nutes later,  the  Caesar  sheered  into  the  smoke 
on  her  larboard  beam,  and  the  crash  of  the 
meeting  vessels  was  heard.  By  this  time,  the 
wreck  of  the  Plantagenet  was  cut  adrift,  and 
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she,  too,  made  a  rank  sheer^  though  in  a  diieo- 
tion  opposite  to  that  of  the  Caesar's.  As  she 
went  through  the  smoke,  her  guns  ceased,  and 
when  she  emerged  into  the  pure  air,  it  was 
found  that  Le  Foudroyant  had  set  courses  and 
top-gallant-sails,  and  was  drawing  so  fast  ahead, 
as  to  render  pursuit,  under  the  liale  sail  tfatf 
could  be  set,  unprofitable.  Signals  were  out 
of  the  question,  but  this  movement  of  the  tvo 
admirals  converted  the  whole  battle  scene  into 
one  of  inexplicable  confusion.  Ship  after  ship 
changed  her  position,  and  ceased  her  fire  fron 
uncertainty  what  that  position  was,  until  a 
general  silence  succeeded  the  roar  of  the  can- 
nonade. It  was  indispensable  to  pause  and  let 
the  smoke  blow  away. 

It  did  not  require  many  minutes  to  raise  the 
curtain  on  the  two  fleets.  As  soon  as  the  firing 
stopped,  the  wind  increased,  and  the  smoke 
was  driven  off  to  leeward  in  a  vast  straggling 
cloud,  that  seemed  to  scatter  and  disperse  in 
the  air  spontaneously.  Then  a  sight  of  the 
havoc  and  destruction  that  had  been  done  ia 
this  short  conflict  was  first  obtained. 

The  two  squadrons  were  intermingled,  and  it 
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required  some  little  time  for  Sir  Gervaise  to 
get   a    clear  idea  of  the  state  of  his  own  ships. 
Generally,  it  might  be  said   that  the  vessels 
^rere    scattering,  the  French  sheering  towards 
their  own  coast,  while  the  English  were  prin- 
cipally coming  by  the  wind  on  the  larboard 
tack,  or  heading   in   towards   England.     The 
Caesar  and  Le  Pluton  were  still  foul  of  each 
other,  though  a  rear-admiral's  flag  was  flying 
at  the  mizen  of  the  first,  while  that  which  had 
so  lately  fluttered  at  the  royal-mast-head  of  the 
other,  had  disappeared.     The  Achilles,  Lord 
Morganic,  was  still  among  the  French,  more  to 
leeward  than  any  other  English  ship,  without  a 
single  spar  standing.     Her  ensigns  were  flying, 
notwithstanding,  and  the  Thunderer  and  Dub- 
lin, both  in  tolerable  order,  were  edging  away 
rapidly  to  cover  their  crippled  consort ;  though 
the  nearest  French  vessels  seemed  more  bent 
on  getting  out  of  the  meUe^  and  into  their  own 
line  again,  than   on   securing  any   advantage 
already  obtained,     he  Tem^raire  was  in  the 
same  predicament  as  the  Achilles  as  to  spars, 
though  much  more  injured  in  her  hull,  besides 
having  thrice  as  many  casualties.     Her  flag  was 
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down;    this  ship  having   fairlv  struck    to  the 
Warspite,  whose  boats  were  already  alongside 
of  her.     Le  Foudroyant,  with  quite  one-third 
of  her  crew  killed  and  wounded,  was  runnii^ 
off  to  leeward,  with  signals  flying  for  her  con- 
sorts to  rally  round  her ;  but,  within  less  than 
ten  minutes  after  she  became  visible^  her  main 
and  mizen-masts  both   wenL     The    Bleobeim 
had  lost  all  her  top-masts,  like  the  Plantagenet, 
and  neither  the  Elizabeth  nor  the  York  had  a 
mizen-mast  standing,  although  engaged  but  a 
very  short  time.     Several   lower   yards   were 
shot  away,  or  so  much  injured  as  to  compel  the 
ships  to  shorten  sail ;  this  accident  having  oc- 
curred  in  both  fleets.     As  for  the  damage  done 
to  the  standing  and  running  rigging,  and  to  the 
sails,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  shrouds, 
back  and  head-stays,  braces,  bowlines  and  liits, 
were  dangling  in  all  directions,  while  the  can- 
vass that  was  open  exhibited  all  sorts  of  rents, 
from  that  which  had  been  torn  like  cloth  in  the 
shopman's  hands,  to  the  little  eyelet  holes  of 
the  canister  and  grape.     It  appeared,  by  the 
subsequent  reports  of  the  two  parties,  that,  in 
this   short   but   severe   conflict,  the  slain   and 
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vrovknded  of  the  English,  amounted   to   seven 
hundred    and   sixty-three,    including  officers; 
and    that  of  the  French,  to  one  thousand  four 
V\uadred  and  twelve.     The  disparity  in  this  re- 
spect would  probably  have  been  greater  against 
the   latter,  had  it  not  been  for  the  manner  in 
Yrhich  M.  des  Prez  succeeded  in  doubling  on 
his  enemies. 

Little   need  be  said  in   explanation  of  the 
parts  of  this  battle  that  have  not  been  distinctly 
related.     M.  des  Prez  had  manceuvred  in  the 
manner  he  did,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
affair,  in  the  hope  of  drawing  Sir  Gervaise  down 
upon  the  division  of  the  Comte  de  Vervillin ; 
and,  no  sooner  did  he  see  the  first  fairly  enve- 
loped in  smoke,  than  he  wore  short  round,  and 
joined   in  the  affair,  as  has  been  mentioned. 
At  this  sight,  Bluewater's  loyalty  to  the  Stuarts 
could  resist  no  longer.   Throwing  out  a  general 
signal  to  engage,  he  squared  away,  set  every 
thing  that   would    draw   on   the   Csesar,  and 
arrived  in  time  to  save  his  friend.     The  other 
ships  followed,  engaging   on   the  outside,   for 
want  of  room  to  imitate  their  leader. 
Two  more  of  the  French  ships,  at  least,  in 
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addition  to  JLe  Temiraire  and  Le  JPbdcvi,  might 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  prizes^  had  tiie 
actual   condition   of  their    fleet   been    known. 
But,  at  such  moments,  a  combatant  sees  and 
feels  his  own  injuries,  while  be  has   to 
jecture  many  of  those  of  his  adversaries  ; 
the  English  were  too  much  occupied  in  vnmWng 
the  provisions  necessary  to  save  their  reataimnip 
spars,   to '  risk  much  in  order  to  swell  an 
vantage  that  was  already  so  considerable. 
distant  firing  passed  between  the   Thunderer 
and  Dublin,  and  L'Ajax,  Le  Dugay  Troniiiy 
and  L'Hector,  before  the  two  former  succeeded 
in  getting  Lord  Morganic  out  of  his  difficulties; 
but  it  led  to  no  material  result,  merely  inflict* 
ing  new   injuries  on   certain   spars  that  were 
sufiiciently  damaged   before,   and   killing  and 
wounding  some  fifteen  or  twenty   men   quite 
uselessly.     As   soon  as  the   vice-admiral  saw 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  effects  of  this  episode^ 
he  called   off  Captain  O'Neil  of  the  Dublin, 
by  signal,  he  being  an  oflicer  of  a  *'  hot  temper," 
as  the  soldier  said  of  himself  at  Waterloo.    The 
compliance  with  this  order  may  be  said  to  have 
terminated  the  battle. 
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fhe   reader  will   remember   that  the  wind, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  was 
at  north-west.     It  was  nearly  "  killed,"  as  sea- 
men   express   it,   by  the  cannonade;    then   it 
revived  a  little,  as  the  concussions  of  the  guns 
gradually  diminished.     But  the  combined  effect 
of  the  advance  of  the  day,  and  the  rushing  of 
new  currents  of  air  to  fill  the  vacuums  pro- 
duced by  the  burning  of  so  much  powder,  was 
a  sudden  shift  of  wind ;  a  breeze  coming  out 
strong,  and  as  it  might  be,  in  an  instant,  from 
the  eastward.     This  unexpected  alteration  in 
the  direction  and  power  of  the  wind,  cost  the 
Thunderer  her  foremast,  and  did  other  damage 
to  different  ships;   but,   by  dint  of  great  ac- 
tivity and   careful    handling,   all   the    English 
vessels  got  their  heads  round  to  the  northward, 
while  the  French  filled  the   other  way,   and 
went  off  free,  steering  nearly  south-east,  making 
the  best  of  their  way  for  Brest.     The  latter 
suffered  still  more  than  their  enemies,  by  the 
change  just  mentioned ;  and  when  they  reached 
port,  as  did  all  but  one  the  following  day,  no 
less  than  three  were  towed  in  without  a  spar 
standing,  bowsprits  excepted. 
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The  exception  was  2>  Caton^  wbicfi  ship 
M.  de  Vervillin  set  fire  to  and  blew  np,  oo 
account  of  her  damages,  in  the  coarse  of  tbe 
afternoon.  Thus  of  twelve  noble  two-decked 
ships  with  which  this  oflScer  sailed  from  Cber* 
bourg  only  two  days  before,  he  reached  Brest 
with  but  seven. 

Nor  were  the  English  entirelj  without  tlieir 
embarrassments.  Although  the  Warspite  had 
compelled  Le  Temdraire  to  strike,  she 
kept  afloat  herself  with  a  good  deal  of 
culty,  and  that,  too,  not  without  considerable 
assistance  from  the  other  vessels.  The  leaks, 
however,  were  eventually  stopped,  and  thee 
the  ship  was  given  up  to  the  care  of  her  own 
crew.  Other  vessels  suffered  of  course,  but 
no  English  ship  was  In  as  much  jeopard v  as 
this* 

The  first  hour  after  the  action  ceased,  was 
one  of  great  exertion  and  anxiety  to  our  admiraL 
He  called  the  Chloe  alongside  by  signal,  and, 
attended  by  Wycherly  and  his  own  quarter- 
masters, Galleygo,  who  went  without  orders, 
and  the  Bowlderos  who  were  unhurt,  he  shifted 
bis  flag  to  that  frigate.     Then  he  immediately 
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commenced  passing  from  vessel  to  vessel,  in 

order   to  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  his 

command.     The  Achilles  detained  him  some 

time,  and  he  was  near  her,  or  to  leeward,  when 

the  wind  shifted;  which  was  bringing  him  to 

^nrindward  in  the  present  state  of  things.     Of 

this  advantage  he  availed  himself,  by  urging 

the  different  ships  off  as  fast  as  possible ;  and 

long  before  the  sun  was  in  the  meridian,  all 

the  English  vessels  were  making  the   best  of 

their  way  towards  the  land,  with  the  intention 

of  fetching  into  Plymouth  if  possible;  if  not, 

into  the  nearest  and  best  anchorage  to  leeward. 

The  progress  of  the  fleet  was  relatively  slow, 

as  a  matter  of  course,  though  it  got  along  at 

the  rate  of  some  five  knots,  by  making  a  free 

wind  of  it. 

The  master  of  the  Chloe  had  just  taken  the 
sun,  in  order  to  ascertain  his  latitude,  when  the 
vice-admiral  commanded  Denham  to  set  top* 
gallant-sails,  and  go  within  hail  of  the  Caesar. 
That  ship  had  got  clear  of  Le  Pluton  half  an 
hour  after  the  action  ceased,  and  she  was  now 
leading  the  fleet,  with  her  three  top-sails  on 
the  caps.     Aloft  she  had  suffered  comparatively 
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little ;  but  Sir  Gervaise  knew  that  there 
have  been  a  serious  loss  of  men  in  cariTni^ 
hand-to-hand,  a  vessel  like  that  of  M.  des 
He  was  anxious  to  see  his  friend,  and  to 
the  manner  in  which  his  success  had  been  ob- 
tained, and,  we  might  add,  to  remonstrate  with 
Bluewater  on  a  course  that  had  led  the  latter 
to  the  verge  of  a  most  dangerous  abyss. 

The  Chloe  was  half  an  hour  running  through 
the  fleet,  which  was  a  good  deal  extended,  and 
was  sailing  without  any  regard  to  a  line.  Sir 
Gervaise  had  many  questions  to  ask,  too,  of  the 
different  commanders  in  passing.  At  last  the 
frigate  overtook  Ijc  Timeraire^  which  vessel  was 
following  the  Csesar  under  easy  canvass.  As 
the  Chloe  came  up  abeam.  Sir  Gervaise  ap- 
peared in  the  gangway  of  the  frigate,  and,  hat 
in  hand,  he  asked  with  an  accent  that  was  in- 
telligible, though  it  might  not  have  ahsolatdy 
stood  the  test  of  criticism, — 

*^  he  Vice^ Admiral  Oakes  demande  comment^  $e 
porie-ilf  le  contre^miral^  le  Vicomte  des  Prez^"* 

A  little  elderly  man,  dressed  with  extreiae 
care,  with  a  powdered  head,  but  of  a  firm  step 
and  perfectly  collected  expression  of  counte- 
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nance,  appeared  on  the  verge  of  Le  T^m^raire's 
poop,  trumpet  in  hand,  to  reply. 

**  Le  Vicomte  des  Prez  remercie  bien  Monsieur 
fe  Chevalier  Oake^  et  desire  vivement  de  savoir 
comment  se  parte  Monsieur  le  Vice-Amiral  ?  " 

Mutual  waves  of  the  trumpets  served  as  re- 
plies to  the  questions,  and  then,  after  taking  a 
moment  to  muster  his  French,  Sir  Gervaise 
continued  — 

**  tTespire  voir  Monsieur  le  Contre^Amiral  a 
diner^  d  cinq  heures^  pr^cisJ** 

The  vicomte  smiled  at  this  characteristic 
manifestation  of  good-will  and  courtesy;  and 
after  pausing  an  instant  to  choose  an  expression 
to^  soften  his  refusal,  and  to  express  his  own 
sense  of  the  motive  of  the  invitation,  he  called 
out  — 

"  VeuiUez  bien  recevoir  nos  excuses  pour  au" 
jowd'huif  Mons.  le  Chevalier,     Nous  rCavons  pas 
encore  digSre  le  repas  si  noble  refu  a  vos  mains 
comme  dejednerJ^ 

The  Chloe  passing  ahead,  bows  terminated 
the  interview.  Sir  Gervaise's  French  was  at 
fault,  for  what  between  the  rapid,  neat,  pro- 
nunciation of  the  Frenchman,  the  trumpet,  and 
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the  turn  of  the  expression,  he  did  not 
prehend  the  meaning  of  the  conire-iURiraL 

"  What  does  he  say,  Wychecombe?'*  he 
asked  eagerly  of  the  young  man.  **  Will  ke 
come  or  not  ?  " 

*^  Upon  my  word,  Sir  Gervaise,  Fr^ich  is  a 
sealed  language  to  me.  Never  having  been  a 
prisoner,  no  opportunity  has  offered  for  acqoir- 
ing  the  language.  As  I  understood,  you  in* 
tended  to  ask  him  to  dinner;  I  rather  think, 
from  his  countenance,  he  meant  to  say  he  was 
not  in  spirits  for  the  entertainment." 

^*  Pooh  !  we  would  have  put  him  in  spirits, 
and  Bluewater  could  have  talked  to  him  in  his 
own  tongue,  by  the  fathom.  We  will  dose 
with  Caesar  to  leeward,  Denham ;  never  miod 
rank  on  an  occasion  like  this.  It 's  time  to  let 
the  topgallant-halyards  run ;  you'll  have  to  setde 
your  top-sails  too,  or  we  shall  shoot  past  her. 
Bluewater  may  takei;  as  a  salute  to  his  gallantrj 
in  carrying  so  fine  a  ship  in  so  handsome  a 
manner.'* 

Several  minutes  now  passed  in  silence,  during 
which  the  frigate  was  less  and  less  rapidly 
closing  with  the  larger  vessel,  drawing  ahead 


THE   TWO   ADMIRALS.  207 

towards  the  last,  as  it  might  be,  foot  by  foot. 
Sir  Gervaise  got  upon  one  of  the  quarter-deck 
guns,  and  steadying  himself  against  the  ham- 
mock-cloths, he  was  in  readiness  to  exchange 
the  greetings  he  was  accustomed  to  give  and  to 
receive  from  his  friend,  in  the  same  heartfelt 
manner  as  if  nothing  had  occurred  to  disturb 
the  harmony  of  their  feelings.   The  single  glance 
of  the  eye,  the  waving  of  the  hat,  and  the  noble 
manner  in  which  Bluewater  interposed  between 
him  and  his  most  dangerous  enemy,  was  still 
present  to  his  mind,  and  disposed  him  even 
more  than  common  to  the  kindest  feelings  of 
his  nature.     Slowel  was  already  on  the  poop 
of  the  Caesar,  and,  as  the  Chloe  came  slowly 
on,  he  raised  his  hat  in  deference  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief.    It  was  a  point   of  delicacy 
with  Sir  Gervaise  never  to  interfere  with  any 
subordinate  flag-officer's  vessel  any  more  than 
duty  rigidly  required ;  consequently  his  com- 
munications with  the  captain  of  the  Csesar  had 
usually  been  of  a  general  nature,  verbal  orders 
and  criticisms  being  studiously  avoided.     This 
circumstance  rendered  the  commander-in-chief 
even  a  greater  favourite*  than  common   with 
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Stowely  who  had  all  his  own  way  in  his 
ship,  in  consequence  of  the  rear  admiral's 
difference  to  such  matters. 

^^  How  do  you  do,  Stowel ! "  called  oot 
Gervaise,  cordially.     ^*  I  am  delighted  to 
you  on  your  legs,  and  hope  the  old  Romaii  is 
not  much  the  worse  for  this  day's  treatment." 

"  I  thank  you,  Sir  Gervaise,   we  are  both 
afloat  yet,   though   we   have   passed   throogli 
warm  times.     The  ship  is  damaged,  sir,  as  joa 
may  suppose;  and,  although  it  stand  so  bravdj* 
and  looks  so  upright,  that  foremast  of  oors  is 
as  good  as  a  condemned  spar.     One  thirtT-tvo 
through  the  heart  of  it,  about  ten  feet  from  the 
deck,  an  eighteen  in  the  hounds,  and  a  double- 
header  sticking  in  one  of  the  hoops !    A  spar 
cannot  be  counted  for  much  that  has  as  many 
holes  in  it  as  those,  sir ! '' 

^'Deal  tenderly  with  it,  my  old  friend,  and 
spare  the  canvass;  those  chaps  at  Ply  month 
will  set  all  to  rights  again  in  a  week.  Hoops 
can  be  had  for  asking,  and  as  for  holes  in  the 
heart,  many  a  poor  fellow  has  had  them,  and 
lived  through  it  all.     You  are  a  case  in  point ; 
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\Irs.  Stowel  not  having  spared  you  in  that  way, 
I'll  answer  for  it" 

**  Mrs.  Stowel  commands  ashore,   Sir  Ger- 

vaise,  and  I  command  afloat ;  and,  in  that  way, 

"we  keep  a  quiet  ship  and  a  quiet  house,  I  thank 

yoa,  sir ;  and  I  endeavour  to  think  of  her  at 

sea  as  little  as  possible." 

**  Ay,  that 's  the  way  with  you  doting  hus- 
bands;—  always  ashamed  of  your  own  lively 
sensibilities.     But  what  has  become  of  Blue- 
water  ?  —  Does  he  know  that  we  are  along- 
side?" 

Stowel  looked  round,  cast  his  eyes  up  at  the 
sails,  and  played  with  the  hilt  of  his  sword. 
The  rapid  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief  de- 
tected this  embarrassment,  and  quick  as  thought 
he  demanded  what  had  happened. 

"  Why,  Sir  Gervaise,  you  know  how  it  is  with 
some  admirals,  who  like  to  be  in  every  thing. 
I  told  our  respected  and  beloved  friend,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  boarding;  that  if 
either  of  us  was  to  go,  /  was  the  proper  man ; 
but  that  we  ought  both  to  stick  by  the  ship. 
He  answered  something  about  lost  honour  and 
duty,  and  you  know,  sir,   what  legs  he  has, 
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when  be  wishes  to  use  them  !  One  might  ss 
well  think  oF  stopping  a  deserter  by  a  halloo; 
away  he  went,  with  the  first  party,  sword  in 
hand,  a  sight  I  never  saw  before,  and  neTer  wish 
to  see  again  !    Thus  you  see  how  it  was,  sir." 

The  commander-in-chief  compressed  his  Ups, 
until  his  features,  and  indeed  his  whole  farm, 
a  picture  of  desperate  resolution,  though 
face  was  as  pale  as  death,  and  the  rooscksof 
his  mouth  twitched,  in  spite  of  all  his  phy«ci! 
self-command. 

"  I  understand  you,  sir,"  he  said,  in  a  roice 
that  seemed  to  issue  from  his  chest ;  ^'yoa  wish 
to  say  that  Admiral  Bluewater  is  killed." 

<*  No,  thank  God  !  Sir  Gervaise,  not  quite  as 
bad  as  that,  though  sadly  hurt;  yes,  indeed, 
very  sadly  hurt !" 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  groaned,  and  for  a  fev 
minutes  he  leaned  his  head  on  the  haramod* 
cloths,  veiling  his  face  from  the  sight  of  men 
Then  he  raised  his  person  erect,  and  sairf 
steadilv  — 

**  Run  your  top-sails  to  the  mast-head.  Cap- 
tain Stowel,  and  round  your  ship  to.  I  viO 
come  on  board  of  you." 
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An  order  was  given  to  Denham  to  take  room, 
hen  the  Chloe  came  to  the  wind  on  one  tack 
Tid  the  Caesar  on  the  other.     This  was  con- 
to  rule,  as  it  increased  the  distance  between 
"^lie  ships:  but  the  vice-admiral  was  impatient 
%€>    be  in  his  barge.      In  ten  minutes  he  was 
Tnounting  the  Caesar's  side,  and  in  two  more  he 
ivas  in  Bluewater's  main-cabin.  Geoffrey  Cleve- 
land was  seated  by  the  table,  with  his  face  buried 
in   his  arms.     Touching  his  shoulder^  the  boy 
raised  his  head,  and  showed  a  face  covered  with 
tears. 

"  How  is  he,  boy  ?"  demanded  Sir  Gervaise, 
hoarsely.  **  Do  the  surgeons  give  any  hopes  ?" 
The  midshipman  shook  his  head,  and  then, 
as  if  the  question  renewed  his  grief,  he  again 
buried  his  face  in  his  arms.  At  this  moment, 
the  surgeon  of  the  ship  came  from  the  rear- 
admiral's  state-room,  and  following  the  com- 
mander-in-chief into  the  after-cabin,  they  had  a 
long  conference  together. 

Minute  after  minute  passed,  and  the  Caesar  and 
Chloe  still  lay  with  their  main-top-sails  aback. 
At  the  end  of  half  an  hour,  Denham  wore  round 
and  laid  the  head  of  his  frigate  in  the  proper 
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direction.  Ship  after  ship  came  up,  and  vcm 
on  to  the  northward,  fast  as  her  crippled 
would  allow,  and  yet  no  sign  of  moTement 
seen  in  the  Csssar.  Two  sail  had  appeired  in 
the  south-eastern  board,  and  they,  too, 
proached  and  passed  without  bringing  the 
admiral  even  on  deck.  These  ships  proved  to 
be  the  Carnatic  and  her  prize,  Le  Scipioii, 
which  latter  ship  had  been  intercepted  sm) 
easily  captured  by  the  former.  The  steerii^of 
M.  de  Vervillin  to  the  south-west  had  left  a 
clear  passage  to  the  two  ships,  which  wtit 
coming  down  with  a  free  wind  at  a  haod^ine 
rate  of  sailing.  This  news  was  sent  into  the 
Caesar's  cabin,  but  it  brought  no  person  and  no 
answer  out  of  it.  At  length,  when  every  thing 
had  gone  ahead,  the  barge  returned  to  die 
Chloe.  It  merely  took  a  note,  however,  whicii 
was  no  sooner  read  by  Wycherly,  than  he  sum* 
moned  the  Bowlderos  and  Galleygo,  had  all  the 
vice-admiral's  luggage  passed  into  the  boat, 
struck  his  flag,  and  took  his  leave  of  Denham. 
As  soon  as  the  boat  was  clear  of  the  frigate,  the 
latter  made  all  sail  after  the  fleet,  to  resume  btr 
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^rcl'inary  duties  of  a  look-out  and  a  repeating- 
>hip. 

As    soon  as  Wycherly  reached  the  Ceesar, 
that  ship  hoisted  in  the  vice-admirars  barge.  A 
report  was  made  to  Sir  Gervaise  of  what  had 
been   done,  and  then  an  order  came  on  deck 
xhat  occasioned  all  in  the  fleet  to  stare  with  sur- 
prise.    The  red  flag  of  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  was 
run  up  at  the  fore-royal-mast-head  of  the  Caesar, 
^hile  the  white  flag  of  the  rear-admiral  was  still 
flying  at  her  mizen.      Such  a  thing  had  never 
before  been  known  to   happen,  if  it  has   ever 
happened  since ;  and  to  the  time  when  she  was 
subsequently  lost,  the  Caesar  was  known  as  the 
double  flag-ship. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

He  six)ke  ;  when  beholU  the  fair  Gcreldme's  form 
On  the  canvass  eochantingly  glowed  ; 

His  touches,  they  flew  like  the  leaves  in  a  stom ; 

And  the  pure  pearly  white,  and  the  carnation 
Contending  in  harmony  flowed. 

ALSTO!!. 

We  shall  now  ask  permission  of  the  reader  lo 
advance  the  time  just  eight-and-foity  hours;  a 
liberty  with  the  unities  which,  he  will  do  as  dK 
justice  to  say^  we  have  not  often  taken.  We 
must  also  transfer  the  scene  to  that  already  de- 
scribed at  Wychecombe,  including  the  Head, 
the  station,  the  roads,  and  the  inland  and  set- 
ward  views.  Summer  weather  had  returned^ 
too,  the  pennants  of  the  ships  at  anchor  scarce 
streaming  from  their  masts  far  enough  to  form 
curved  lines.  Most  of  the  English  fleet  was 
among  these  vessels,  though  the  squadron  had 
undergone  some  changes.  The  Druid  had  got 
into  Portsmouth  with  La  Victoire;  the  Driver 
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lid    Active  had  made  the  best  of  their  way  to 
Ue  nearest  ports,  with  despatches  for  the  admi- 
'alty  ;    and  the  Achilles,  in  tow  of  the  Dublin, 
witVi  the  Chloe  to  take  care  of  both,  had  gone  to 
leeward,  with  square  yards,  in  the  hope  of  making 
Falmouth.     The  rest  of  the  force  was  present, 
lYie  crippled  ships  having  been  towed  into  the 
roads  that  morning.     The  picture  among  the 
shipping  was  one  of  extreme  activity  and  liveli- 
ness.    Jury-masts  were  going  up  to  the  War- 
spite  ;  lower  and  top-sail  yards  were  down  to  be 
fished,  or  new  ones  were  rigging  to  be  sent 
alod  in   their  places ;  the  Plantagenet  was  all 
a-tanto  again,  in  readiness  for  another  action, 
with  rigging  secured,  and  masts  fished,  while 
none  but  an  instructed  eye  could  have  detected, 
at  a  short  distance,  that  the  Caesar,  Carnatic, 
Dover,  York,  Elizabeth,  and  one  or  two  more, 
had   been  in  action  at  all.     The  landing  was 
crowded  with  boats  as  before,  and  gun-room 
servants  and  midshipmen's  boys  were  foraging 
as  usual ;  some  with  honest  intent  to  find  deli- 
cacies for  the   wounded,    but   more   with   the 
roguish  design  of  contributing  to  the  comforts 
of  the  unhurt,  by  making  appeals  to  the  sym- 
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patbies  of  the  women  of  the  neighbourhood,  m 
behalf  of  the  hurt. 

The  principal  transformation  that  had  bca 
brought  about  by  this  state  of  things,  however, 
was  apparent  at  the  station.     This  spot  had  the 
appearance  of  a  place  to  which  the  head-quar- 
ters of  an  army  had  been  transferred,  in  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  field ;  warlike  sailors,  if  ooc 
soldiers,  flocking  to  it,  as  the  centre  of  interest 
and  intelligence.     Still  there  was  a  stngokritj 
observable  in  the  manner  in  which  these  heroes 
of  the  deck  paid  their  court ;  the  cottage  being 
seemingly  tabooed,  or,  at  most,  approached  bj 
very  few,  while  the  grass  at  the  foot  of  thefli^ 
staff  was  already  beginning  to  show  proo6  of 
the  pressure  of  many  feet  This  particular  qwc, 
indeed,   was   the   centre  of   attraction;  there 
officers  of  all  ranks  and  ages  were  oonstantlj 
arriving,  and  thence  they  were  as  often  depart- 
ing ;    all    bearing    countenances    sobered   bj 
anxiety    and    apprehension.     Notwithstanding 
the  constant  mutations,  there  had  been  no  in- 
stant since  the  rising  of  the  sun,  when  some  ten 
or  twelve,  at  least,  including  captains,  lieute- 
nants, masters,  and  idlers,  had  not  been  col- 
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ected  around  the  bench  at  the  foot  of  the  sig- 
nal-staff, and  frequently  the  number  reached 
even  to  twenty. 

A  little  retired  from  the  crowd,  and  near  the 
verge  of  the  cliffy  a  large  tent  had  been  pitched. 
A  marine  paced  in  its  front  as  a  sentinel.    An- 
other stood  near  the  gate  of  the  little  door-yard 
of  the  cottage,  and  all  persons  who  approached 
either,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  privi- 
leged, were  referred  to  the  sergeant  who  com- 
manded the  guard.  The  arms  of  the  latter  were 
stacked  on  the  grass,  at  hand,  and  the  men  off 
post  were  loitering  near.      These  were   the 
usual  military  signs  of  the  presence  of  oflBcers 
of  rank,  and  may,  in  sooth,  be  taken  as  clues 

to  the  actual  state  of  things  on  and  around  the 
Head. 

Admiral  Bluewater  lay  in  the  cottage,  while 

Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  occupied  the  tent.    The 

former  had  been  transferred  to  the  place  where 

be  was  about  to  breathe  his  last,  at  hb  own 

urgent  request,  while  his  friend  had  refused  to 

be  separated  from  him,  so  long  as  life  remained. 

The  two  flags  were  still  flying  at  the  mast-heads 

of  the  Caesar,  a  sort  of  melancholy  memorial  of 
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the  tie  that  had  so  long  bound  their  giSm 
owners  in  the  strong  sympathies  of  an  endanBg 
personal  and  professional  friendship. 

Persons  of  the  education  of  Mrs.  DnttoQ  lad 
her  daughter  had  not  dwelt  so  long  on  dot 
beautiful  headland  without  leaving  on  the  sptt 
some  lasting  impressions  of  their  taste&  Of  the 
cottage  we  have  already  spoken.  The  lictie 
garden,  too,  then  bright  with  flowers,  had  a 
grace  and  refinement  about  it  that  wevodd 
hardly  have  expected  to  meet  in  such  a  piiee; 
and  even  the  paths  that  led  athwart  the  verduc 
common  which  spread  over  so  much  of  the  vp- 
land,  had  been  directed  with  an  eye  to  the  pic- 
turesque and  agreeable.  One  of  these  padu, 
too,  led  to  a  rustic  summer-house  —  a  sort  of 
small,  rude  pavilion,  constructed,  like  the 
fences,  of  fragments  of  wrecks,  and  placed  oo  i 
shelf  of  the  cliff,  at  a  dizzy  elevation,  but  in 
perfect  security.  So  far  from  there  being  maj 
danger  in  entering  this  summer-house,  indeed, 
Wycherly,  during  his  six  months'  residence 
near  the  Head,  had  made  a  path  that  descended 
still  lower,  to  a  point  that  was  utterly  oonceskd 
from  all  eyes  above^  and  bad  actually  planted  a 
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seat   on  another  shelf,  with  so  much  security, 
that  both  Mildred  and  her  mother  often  visited 
it  in  company.    During  the  young  man's  recent 
absence,  the  poor  girl,  indeed,  had  passed  much 
of  her  time  there,  weeping  and  suffering  in  so- 
litude.    To  this  seat  Dutton  never  ventured ; 
the  descent,  though  well  protected  with  ropes, 
requiring  greater  steadiness  of  foot  and  head 
than   intemperance   had  left  him.      Once  or 
twice  Wycherly  had  induced  Mildred  to  pass  an 
hoar  with  him  alone  in  this  romantic  place ;  and 
some  of  his  sweetest  recollections  of  this  just'- 
minded  and  intelligent  girl  were  connected  with 
the  frank  communications  that  had  there  oc- 
curred between  them.  •  On  this  bench  he  was 
seated  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  present 
chapter.    The  movement  on  the  Head,  >  and 
iibout  the  cottage,  was  so  great  as  to  deprive 
him  of  every  chance  of  seeing  Mildred  alone, 
and  he  had  hoped  that,  led  by  some  secret  sym- 
pathy, she,  too,  might  seek  this  perfectly  retired 
seat,  to  obtain  a  moment  of  unobserved  solitude, 
if  not  from  some  still  dearer  motive*     He  had 
not  waited  long  ere  he  heard  a  heavy  foot  over 
bis  head,  and  a  man  entered  the  summer-house. 

L  2 
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He  was  yet  debating  whether  to  abandon  dl 
hopes  of  seeing  Mildred,  when  hb  aoatt  or 
caught  her  light  and  well-known  footstep,  ai 
she  reached  the  summer-house  also. 

**  Father,  I  have  come  as  yoa  desired,"  said 
the  poor  girl,  in  those  tremulous  tones  whiA 
Wycherly  too  well  understood,  not  to  imapne 
the  condition  of  Dutton.  **  Admiral  Bluevaor 
dozes,  and  mother  has  permitted  me  to  sleil 
away/* 

**  Ay,  Admiral  Bluewater  is  a  great  aaa* 
though  but  little  better  than  a  dead  one !"  an- 
swered Dutton,  as  harshly  in  manner  as  the 
language  was  coarse.  *<  Ton  and  your  mother 
are  all  attention  to  him;  did  /  lie  in  his  plaee» 
which  of  you  would  be  found  hanging  over  oiy 
bed,  with  pale  cheeks  and  teariiil  eyes?" 

*^  Both  of  us,  father !  Do  not  —  do  notdiink 
so  ill  of  «your  wife  and  daughter,  as  to  suppose 
it  possible  that  either  of  them  could  forget  her 
duty."* 

**  Yes,  duty  might  do  somethinj^  perh^; 
what  has  duty  to  do  with  this  useless  rear* 
admiral  ?  I  hate  the  scoundrel  — he  was  one 
of  the  court  that  cashiered  me;   and  one,  too^ 
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hat  I  am  told,  was  the  most  obstinate  in  re* 
rising  to  help  me  into  this  pitiful  berth  of  a 
master.** 

Mildred  was  silent.     She  could  ndt  vindicate 
her  friend  without  criminating  her  father.     As 
for  Wycherlj,  he  would  have  given  a  year's 
income  to  be  at  sea,  and  yet  he  shrunk  from 
wounding  the  poor  daughter's  feelings  by  letting 
her  know  he  overheard  the  dialogue.     This  in- 
decision made  him  the  unwilling  auditor  of  a 
conversation  that  he  ought  not  to  have  heard, 
—  an  occurrence  which,  had  there  been  time  for 
reflection,  he  would  have  taken  means  to  pre- 
vent. 

**  Sit  you  down  here,  Mildred,"  resumed 
Dutton,  sternly,  *•  and  listen  to  what  I  have  to 
say.  It  is  time  that  there  should  no  longer  be 
any  trifling  between  us.  You  have  the  fortunes 
of  your  mother  and  myself  in  your  hands ;  and, 
as  one  of  the  parties  so  deeply  concerned,  I  am 
determined  mine  shall  be  settled  at  once.'* 

^'  I  do  not  understand  you,  father,"  said  Mil- 
dred, with  a  tremour  in  her  voice  that  almost 
induced  the  young  man  to  show  himself,  though, 
we  owe  it  to  truth  to  say,  that  a  lively  curiosity 
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now  mingled  with  his  other  sensatioos.  ^  How 
can  I  have  the  keeping  of  dear  mothei^s  for- 
tunes and  yours  ?** 

"  Dear  mother,  truly  ! — Dear  eDoagfa  has 
she  proved  to  me ;  but  I  intend  the  dao^ter 
shall  pay  for  it.  Hark  you,  Mildred ;  III  hare 
no  more  of  this  trifling,  — but  I  ask  yoa,  id  a 
father's  name,  if  any  man  has  oflfered  yoa  Iw 
hand  ?  Speak  plainly,  and  conceal  nothioj^ — 
1  will  be  answered.** 

"  I  wish  to  conceal  nothing,  father,  that  oi^t 
to  be  told ;  but  when  a  young*  woman  declines 
the  honour  that  another  does  her  in  this  waj, 
otsght  she  to  reveal  the  secret,  even  to.  her 
father?'' 

<  *^  She  ought;  and,  in  your  ca.se,  she  skatt. 
No  more  hesitation ;  name  one  of  the  oflfersyoa 
have  had/' 

Mildred,  after  a  brief  pause,  in  a  low,  tremo* 
lous  voice,  pronounced  the  name  of  *'  Mr.  Bo- 
therham." 

**I  suspected  as  much,**  growled  Dntton; 
^^  there  was  a  time  when  even  he  might  have 
answered,  but  we  can  do  better  than  that  oov. 
Still  he  may  be  kept  as  a  reserve ;  the  thousand 
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>ounds   ^Nlr.  Thomas  says  shall  be  paid>  and. 

that  and  the  living  will  make  a  comrortable  port 

after  a  stormy  life.     Well,  who  next,  Mildred  ? 

YLfiA  'Mir^  Thomas  Wychecombe  ever  come  to 

the  point?" 

*^  He  has  asked  me  to  become  his  wife,  within 
X^e  last  twenty-four  hours,  father ;  if  that  is  what 
you  mean/' 

<<  No  affectations,  Milly ;  I  can't  bear  them. 
You  know  well  enough  what  I  mean.  What 
was  your  answer?" 

^^  I  do  not  love  him  in  the  least,  father,  and, 
of  course,  I  told  him  I  could  not  marry  him." 

*'  That  don't  follow  of  course^  by  any  means^ 
girl !  The  marrying  is  done  by  the  priest,  and 
the  love  is  a  very  Jifferent  thing.  I  hope  you 
consider  Mrs«  Dutton  as  my  wife  ?" 

^  What  a  question !"  murmured  Mildred. 
^*  Well,  and  do  you  suppose  she  looes  me  — 
can  love  me  —  now   I  am  a  disgraced,   im- 
poverished man?" 
"Father!" 

"  Come — come — enough  of  this.  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Wychecombe  may  not  be  legitimate,  —  I 
rather  think  he  is  not,  by  the  proofs  Sir  Regi- 
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nald  has  produced  within  the  last  day  or  two; 
and  I  understand  his  own  mother  is  di^—fuM 
with  him,  and  thai  will  knock  his  daim  itt 
aback.  Notwithstanding  Mildred,  Tom  Wjd^ 
combe  has  a  good  six  hundred  a  year  aheid|yi 
and  Sir  Reginald  himself  admits  that  he  mist 
take  all  the  personal  property  the  late  bannet 
could  leave/' 

"  You  forget,  father,**  said  Mildred,  consckwi 
of  the  inefficacy  of  any  other  appeal,  ''that  Mr. 
Thomas  has  promised  to  pay  the  legacies  thu 
Sir  Wycherly  intended  to  leave-'* 

''  Don't  place  any  expectations  on  that,  Mil- 
dred* I  dare  say  he  would  settle  text  of  the 
twenty  thousand  on  you  to-morrow,  if  ysa 
would  consent  to  have  him.  But,  now,  as  to 
this  new  baronet,  for  it  seems  he  is  to  haic 
both  title  and  estate  —  has  he  ever  offered  ?" 

There  was  a  long  pause,  during  which  Wf 
cherly  thought  he  heard  the  hard  but  suppressed 
breathing  of  Mildred.  To  remain  quiet  any 
longer,  he  felt  was  as  impossible  as,  indeed,  bis 
conscience  told  him  was  dishonourable,  and  he 
sprang  along  the  path  to  ascend  to  the  summer- 
house.     At  the  first  sound  of  hb  koisUp,  i 
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faint  cry  escaped  Mildred ;  but  when  Wycherly 
entered  the  pavilion,  he  found  her  face  buried 
in    her  hands,  and  Dutton  tottering  forward, 
equally  in  surprise  and  alarm.    As  the  circum- 
stances would  not  admit  of  evasion,  the  young 
man  threw  aside  all  reserve,  and  spoke  plainly. 
*^  I  have  been  an  unwilling  listener  to  a  part 
of  your  discourse  with  Mildred,  Mr.  Dutton,^ 
he  said,  ^^  and  can  answer  your  last  question  for 
myself.  I  have  offered  my  hand  to  your  daugh- 
ter^  sir ;   an  offer  that  I  now  renew,  and  the 
acceptance  of  which  would  make  me  the  hap- 
piest roan  in  England.     If  your  influence  could 
aid  me  —  for  she  has  refused  my  hand.** 

"  Refused  !"  exclaimed  Dutton,  in  a  surprise 
that  overcame  the  calculated  amenity  of  manner 
he  had  assumed,  the  instant  Wycherly  ap- 
peared —  "  Refused  Sir  Wycherly  Wyche- 
combe  I  but  it  was  before  your  rights  had  been 
as  well  established  as  they  are  now.  Mildred 
answer  to  this  —  how  cotdd  you  —  nay,  how 
dare  you  refuse  such  an  offer  as  this  ?" 

Human  nature  could  not  well  endure  more. 
Mildred  suffered  her  hands  to  fall  helplessly 
into  her  lap,  and  exposed  a  face  that  was  lovely 
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as  that  of  an  angePs,  though  pale  neariy  to  the 
hue  of  death.  Feeling  extorted  the  answer 
$he  made,  though  the  words  had  hardly  csoqied 
her,  ere  she  repented  having  uttered  them,  and 
had  again  buried  her  face  in  her  hands  — 

**  Father,"  she  said,  **  could  I  —  dare  I  to  en- 
courage Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe  to  anite 
himself  to  a  family  like  ours  ! " 

Conscience  smote  Dutton  with  a  force  that 
nearly  sobered  him,  and  what  explanadon 
might  have  followed  it  is  hard  to  say;  Wy- 
cherly, in  an  under  tone,  however,  rcc|aested  to 
be  left  alone  with  the  daughter.  Datton  had 
sense  enough  to  understand  he  was  de  trap,  and 
shame  enough  to  wish  to  escape.  In  half  i 
minute,  he  had  hobbled  up  to  the  summit  of 
the  cliff  and  disappeared. 

«  Mildred !  —  Dearest  Mildred,"  said  Wy- 
cherly, tenderly,  gently  endeavouring  to  drav 
her  attention  to  himself,  **  we  are  alone  now ; 
surely  —  surely  —  you  will  not  refuse  to  looi 
aimer 

*^  Is  he  gone?''  asked  Mildred,  dropping  her 
hands,  and  looking  wildly  around.  **  Thank 
God  I  it  is  over,  for  this  time,  at  least  I     Now, 
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let  US  go  to  the  house;  Admiral  Bluewater  may 
miss  me." 

**  No,  Mildred,  not  yet  You  surely  can 
spare  me  —  me,  who  have  suffered  so  much  of 
late  on  your  account  —  nay,  by  your  means  — 
you  can,  in  mercy,  spare  me  a  few  short 
minutes.  Was  this  the  reason  —  the  only  rea- 
son, dearest  girl,  why  you  so  pertinaciously 
refused  my  hand?" 

«« Was  it  not  sufficient,  Wycherly  ?"  an- 
swered Mildred,  afraid  the  chartered  air  might 
hear  her  secret.  *^  Remember  who  you  are,  and 
what  I  am  I  Could  I  suffer  you  to  become  the 
husband  of  one  to  whom  such  cruel,  cruel  pro- 
positions had  been  made  by  her  own  father  ?" 

^'  I  shall  not  affect  to  conceal  my  horror  of 
such  principles,  Mildred,  but  your  virtues  shine 
all  the  brighter  by  having  flourbhed  in  their 
company.  Answer  me  but  one  question  frankly, 
and  every  other  difficulty  can  be  gotten  over. 
Do  you  love  me  well  enough  to  be  my  wife, 
were  you  an  orphan  ?"  .     . 

Mildred's  countenance  was  full  of  anguish, 
but  this  question  changed  its  expression  en- 
tirely.  The  moment  was  extraordinary,  as  were 
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the  feelings  it  engendered,  and^  almost 
sciously  to  herself^  she  raised  the  hand  dni 
held  her  own  to  her  lips^  in  a  sort  of  reverence. 
In  the  next  instant  she  was  eodrded  in  Ae 
young  man's  arms^  and  pressed  with  fervour  to 
his  heart. 

'*  Let  us  go,**  «aid  Mildred^  extricating  her- 
self from  an  embrace  that  was  too  involantarfl^ 
bestowed,  and  too  heartfelt  to  alarm  her  deli- 
cacy. '*  I  feel  certain  Admiral  Blaewater  wiQ 
miss  me!" 

^*  No,  Mildred,  we  cannot  part  thus.  Give 
me  at  least  the  poor  consolation  of  knowing  thtt 
if  this  difficulty  did  not  exist — that  if  yon  were 
an  orphan  for  instance — you  would  be  min&* 

*^  Oh  !  Wycherly,  how  gladly — how^adly! 
—  But  say  no  more — nay         " 

This  time  the  embrace  was  longer,  more  fer> 
vent  even  than  before,  and  Wycherly  was  too 
much  of  a  sailor  to  let  the  sweet  girl  escapt 
from  his  arms  without  imprinting  on  her  lips  a 
kiss.  He  had  no  sooner  relinquished  his  hold 
of  the  slight  person  of  Mildred  ere  it  nmisbed. 
With  this  characteristic  leave-taking,  we  change 
the  scene  to  the  tebt  of  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes. 
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**  You  have  seen  Admiral  Bluewater?"  de- 
manded the  commander-in-chief,  as  soon  as  the 
form   of  Magrath  darkened  the  entrance,  and 
speaking  with  the  sudden  earnestness  of  a  man 
determined  to  know  the  worst.     **  If  so,  tell  me 
at  once  what  hopes  there  are  for  him?** 

*^  Of  all  the  human  passions,  Sir  Jairvis," 

answered  Magrath,  looking  aside,  to  avoid  the 

keen  glance  of  the  other,  **  hope  is  generally 

considered,  by  all  rational  men,  as  the  most 

treacherous  and  delusive;  I  may  add,  of  all 

denominations  or  divisions  of  hope,  that  which 

decides  on  life  is  the  most  unsairtain.    We  all 

hope  to  live,  I'm  thinking,  to  a  good  old  age, 

and  yet  how  many  of  us  live  just  long  enough 

to  be  disappointed  ! " 

Sir  Gervaise  did  not  move  until  the  surgeon 

ceased  speaking;  then  he  began  to  pace  the  tent 

in  mournful  silence.    He  understood  Magrath's 

manner  so  well,  that  the  last  faint  hope  he  had 

felt  from  seeking  his  opinion  was  gone;  he  now 

knew  that  his  friend  must  die.     It  required  all 

his  fortitude  to  stand  up  against  this  blow ;  for, 

single,  childless,  and  accustomed  to  each  other 

almost  from  infimcy,  these  two  veteran  sailors 
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bad  got  to  regard  themselves  as  merely  isolated 
parts  of  the  same  being.  Magrath  was  aifrftfd 
more  than  he  chose  to  express,  and  be  Uew  his 
nose  several  times  in  a  way  that  an  obscrrer 
would  have  found  suspicious. 

^^  Will  you  confer  on  me  the  &voor,  Dr.  Ma- 
grath,'^ said  Sir  Gervaise,  in  a  gentle,  sabdaed 
manner,  'Uo  ask  Captain  Greenly  to  cone 
hither,  as  you  pass  the  flag-^taff?" 

^*  Most  willingly,  Sir  Jairvis ;  and  I  knov 
he'll  be  any  thing  but  backward  io  oompljing/ 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  captain  of  the  Plao- 
tagenet  made  his  appearance.  Like  all  aroood 
him,  the  recent  victory  appeared  to  bring  do 
exultation. 

<^  I  suppose  Magrath  told  you  all,"  said  ibe 
vice-admiral,  squeezing  the  other's  hand* 

<<  He  gives  no  hopes.  Sir  Gervaise,  I  sin- 
cerely regret  to  say." 

*^  I  knew  as  much  !  I  knew  as  much !  And 
yet  he  is  easy.  Greenly! — nay,  even  seeou 
happy.  I  did  feel  a  little  hope  that  this  absence 
from  suffering  might  be  a  &vourable  omen.** 

*^  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  much,  sir ;  f<n'  I 
have  been  thinking  that  it  is  my  duty  to  spak 
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to    the  rear-admiral  on  the  subject  of  his  bro- 
ther's marriage.     From  his  own  silence  on  the 
suhject,  it  is  possible — nay,  From  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  probable^  he  never  knew  of  it, 
and  there  may  be  reasons  why  he  ought  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  aflfair.     As  you  say  he  is  so  easy, 
would  th^re  be  an  impropriety  in  mentioning  it 
to  him?" 

Greenly  could  not  possibly  have  made  a  sug- 
gestion that  was  a  greater  favour  to  Sir  Ger- 
vaise.     The  necessity  of  doing,  his  habits  of  de- 
cision, and  having  an  object  in  view,  contributed 
to  relieve  his  mind  by  diverting  his  thoughts  to 
some  active  duty  ;  and  he  seized  his  hat,  beck- 
oned Greenly  to  follow,  and  moved  across  the 
hill  with  a  rapid  pace,  taking  the  path  to  the 
cottage.     It  was  necessary  to  pass  the  flag- 
staff. As  this  was  done,  every  countenance  met 
the  vice-admiral's  glance,  with  a  look  of  sincere 
sympathy.     The  bows   that  were   exchanged 
had  more  in  them  than  the  naked  courtesies  of 
such  salutations ;  they  were  eloquent  of  feeling 
on  both  sides. 

Bluewater  was  aw^ke,  and  retaining  the  hand 
of  Mildred  affectionately  in  his  own,  when  his 
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friend  entered.  Relinquishing  his  hold,  hov> 
ever,  he  grasped  the  hand  of  the  Tioe-adiiisy, 
and  looked  earnestly  at  him,  as  if  be  pitied  the 
sorrow  that  he  knew  the  survivor  most  fed. 

'<  My  dear  Bluewater,^  commenced  Sir  Gep> 
vaise,  who  acted  under  a  nervous  excttemeac, 
as  well  as  from  constitutional  decision^  **  here  is 
Greenly  with  something  to  tell  you  that  we  both 
think  you  ought  to  know  at  a  moment  like 
this." 

The  rear-admiral  regarded  his  friend  la- 
tently, as  if  inviting  him  to  proceed* 

*'  Why,  it 's  about  your  brother  Jack.  I 
fancy  you  cannot  have  known  that  he  was  ever 
married,  or  I  think  I  should  have  heard  you 
speak  of  it." 

^*  Married  ! "  repeated  Bluewater,  with  great 
interest,  and  speaking  with  very  little  difficulty. 
<<  I  think  that  must  be  an  error.  Ineonsidertle 
and  warm-hearted  he  was,  but  there  was  only 
one  woman  he  could,  nay,  tootdd,  have  married. 
She  is  long  since  dead,  but  not  as  his  wife ;  fiir 
that  her  uncle,  a  man  of  great  wealth,  but  of 
unbending  will,   would   never  have  suflfered. 
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survived  her^  though  my  poor  brother  did 


niiis  was  said  in  a  mild  voice,  for  the  wounded 
spoke  equally  without  effort,  and  without 


**  You  hear,  Greenly  ?  **  observed  Sir  Ger- 
''  And  yet  it  is  not  probable  that  you 
should  be  mistaken." 

**  Certainly,  I  am  not,  gentlemen.  I  saw 
Colonel  Bluewater  married,  as  did  another 
officer  who  is  at  this  moment  in  this  very  fleet. 
Captain  Blakely  is  the  person  I  mean,  and  I 
know  that  the  priest  who  performed  the  cere- 
mony is  still  living,  a  beneficed  clergyman .'' 

**  This  is  wonderful  to  me !  He  fervently 
loved  Agnes  Hedworth,  but  his  poverty  was  an 
obstacle  to  the  union  ;  and  both  died  so  young, 
that  there  was  little  opportunity  of  conciliating 
the  uncle.'' 

'^That,  sir,  is  your  mistake.  Agoes  Hed- 
worth was  the  bride." 

A  noise  in  the  room  interrupted  the  dialogue, 
and  the  three  gentlemen  saw  Wycherly  and 
Mildred  stooping  to  pick  up  the  fragments  of 
a  bowl  that  Mrs.Dutton  had  let  fidl.    The 
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latter,  apparently  in  alarm,  at  tbe  litde  acdd«nt» 
had  sunk  back  into  a  seat,  pale  and  trerabliog. 

^^  My  dear  Mrs.  Dutton,  take  a  glass  of 
water,"  said  Sir  Genraise,  kindly  af^praadiiif 
her ;  "  your  nerves  have  been  sorely  tried  of 
late ;  else  would  not  such  a  trifle  afiect  yoo." 

''It  is  not  thatl^  exclainaed  tbe  matrosa 
huskily.  <'It  is  not  thatt  Oh  I  tbe  fearU 
moment  has  come  at  last ;  and,  from  my  iniDQit 
spirit  I  thank  thee,  my  Lord  and  my  God,  that 
it  has  come  free  from  shame  and  disgrace  !^ 

The  closing  words  were  uttered  on  bended 
knees,  and  with  uplifted  hands. 

''  Mother !  — dearest,  dearest  mother !"  cried 
Mildred,  falling  on  her  mother's  neck.  ^  What 
mean  you  ?  What  new  misery  has  bajqieoed 
to-day  ?  " 

''  Moiierl  Yes,  sweet  one,  thoa  art,  tboa 
ever  shali  be  my  child !  This  is  tbe  pang  I 
have  most  dreaded ;  but  what  is  an  unknown 
tie  of  blood,  to  use,  and  a£fection,  and  to  a 
mother's  care?  If  I  did  not  bear  thee,  Mildred, 
no  natural  mother  could  have  loved  thee  more, 
or  would  have  died  for  thee,  as  willingly  I " 

^'  Distress   has    disturbed  her,  gendemeo,* 
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^a\d.  Mildred,  gently  extricating  herself  from 
her  mother's  arms,  and  helping  her  to  rise« 
**  Al  few  moments  of  rest  will  restore  her." 

'^  No,  darling ;  it  must  come  now  —  it  ought 
to  come  now  —  after  what  I  have  just  heard, 
it  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  tell  it  now. 
Did  I  understand  you  to  say,  sir,  that  you  were 
present  at  the  marriage  of  Agnes  Hedworth, 
and  that,  too,  with  the  brother  of  Admiral  Blue- 
water  ?  " 

'*  Of  that  fact,  there  can  be  no  question, 
madam.  I  and  others  will  testify  to  it.  The 
marriage  took  place  in  London,  in  the  summer 
of  1 725,  while  Blakely  and  myself  were  up  from 
Portsmouth,  on  leave.  Colonel  Bluewater 
asked  us  both  to  be  present,  under  a  pledge  of 
secrecy," 

'^  And  in  the  summer  of  1786,  Agnes  Hed- 
worth died  in  my  house  and  my  arms,  an  hour 
after  giving  birth  to  this  dear,  this  precious 
child  —  Mildred  Dutton,  as  she  has  ever  since 
been  called  —  Mildred  Bluewater,  as  it  would 
seem  her  name  should  be." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  surprise 
with  which  ail  present,  or  the  delight  with  which 
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Bluewater  and  Wycherly  beard  thb  extn- 
ordinary  announcement  A  cry  escaped  113- 
dred,  wBo  threw  herself  on  Mrs.  DaCtoo's  oedcy 
entwining  it  with  her  arms,  conviilsiTdyy  as  if 
refusing  to  permit  the  tie  that  had  so  Itmg 
bound  them  together  to  be  tbas  ruddy  ton 
asunder.  But  half  an  hour  of  weq>in^  and  of 
the  tenderest  consolations,  calmed  the  poor 
girl  a  little,  and  she  was  able  to  listen  to  the 
explanations.  These  were  exceedingly  simple, 
and  so  clear,  as,  in  connection  with  the  oAer 
evidence,  to  put  the  facts  out  of  all  doubc 

Miss  Hedworth  had  become  known  to  Ifrs. 
Dutton,  while  the  latter  was  an  inmate  of  tbe 
house  of  her  patron.  A  year  or  two  after  the 
marriage  of  the  lieutenant,  and  while  be  was 
on  a  distant  station,  Agnes  Hedworth  diitv 
herself  on  the  protection  of  his  wife^  asking « 
refuge  for  a  woman  in  the  most  critical  dream* 
stances.  Like  all  who  knew  Agnes  Hedwofthi 
Mrs.  Dutton  both  respected  and  loved  her;  bat 
the  distance  created  between  them,  by  birth  lad 
station,  was  such  as  to  prevent  any  confideooe. 

The  former,  for  the  few  days  passed  with  her 

• 

humble  friend,  had  acted  with  the  quiet  digoi^ 
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3f  a    woman  conscious  of  no  wrong;  and  no 
questions  could  be  asked  that  implied  doubts. 
A  succession  of  fainting  fits  prevented  all  com- 
inuni<:ations  in   the  hour  of  death,  and  Mrs. 
Dutton  found  herself  left;  with  a  child  on  her 
banda,  and  the  dead  body  of  her  friend.     Miss 
Hedworth  had  come  to  her  dwelling  unattended 
and  under  a  false  name.    These  circumstances 
induced  Mrs.  Dutton  to  apprehend  the  worst, 
and  she  proceeded  to  make  her  arrangements 
with  great  tenderness  for  the  reputation  of  the 
deceased.     The  body  was  removed  to  London, 
and  letters  were  sent  to  the  uncle  to  inform  him 
where  it  was  to  be  found,  with  a  reference, 
should  he  choose  to  inquire  into  the  circum* 
stances  of   his  niece's  death.      Mrs.  Dutton 
ascertained  that  the  body  was  interred  in  the 
usual  manner,  but  no  inquiry  was  ever  made 
concerning  the  particulars.  The  young  duchess. 
Miss  Hedworth's  sister,  was  then  travelling  in 
Italy,  whence  she  did  not  return  for  more  than 
a  year;  and  we  may  add,  though  Mrs.  Dutton 
was  unable  to  make  the  explanation,  that  her 
inquiries  after  the  fate  of  a  beloved  sister  were 
met  by  a  simple  statement  that  she  had  died 
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suddenly,  on  a  visit  to  a  watering  place,  wkitkcr 
she  had   gone   with   a  female   friend  ibr  her 
health.     Whether  Mr.  Hedworth  himsdr  had 
any  suspicions  of  his  niece's  conditioo,  is  un- 
certain; but  the  probabilities  were  against  k, 
for  she  had  offended  him  by  refusing  a 
equal  in  all  respects  to  that  made  by  her 
sister,  with  the  single  exception  that  the  lader 
had   married   a  man    she  loved,    whereas  he 
exacted  of  Agnes  a  very  different  sacrifiee. 
Owing  to  the  alienation  produced  by  thb  aflhir, 
there   was  little    communication    between  the 
uncle  and  niece;  the  latter  passing  her  lime  in 
retirement,  and  professedly  with  friends  diat  the 
former  neither  knew  nor  cared  to  know.    lo 
short,   such   was  the  mode  of  life  of  the  re> 
spective  parties,  that  nothing  was  easier  thai 
for  the  unhappy  young  widow  to  conceal  her 
state  from   her  uncle.     The   motive  was  the 
fortune  of  the  expected  child ;  this  uncle  having 
it  in  his  power  to  alienate  from  it,  by  will,  if 
he  saw  fit,  certain  family  property,  that  migfat 
otherwise  descend  to  the  issue  of  the  two  sisters 
as  his  co-heiresses.  What  might  have  happened 
in  the  end,  or  what  poor  Agnes  meditated  doim^ 
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can   never  be  known;  death  closing  the  secret 
virith  his  irremovable  seal. 

Mrs.  Datton  was  the  mother  of  a  girl  but 
\\\Tee  months'  old,  at  the  time  this  little  stranger 
was  left  on  her  hands.     A  few  weeks  later  her 
own    child   died;    and  having  waited  several 
months  in  vain  for  tidings  from  the  Hedworth 
family,  she  had  the  surviving  in&nt  christened 
by  the  same  name  as  that  borne  by  her  own 
daughter,  and  soon  came  to  love  it,  as  much, 
perhaps,  as  if  she  had  borne  it.     Three  years 
passed  in  this  manner,   when  the  time  drew 
near  for  the  return  of  her  husband  from  the 
East  Indies.     To  be  ready  to  meet  him,   she 
changed  her  abode  to  a  naval  port,  and,  in  so 
doing,  changed  her  domestics.     Thb  left  her 
accidentally,  but  fortunately,  as  she  afterwards 
thought,  completely  mistress  of  the  secret  of 
Mildred's  birth;  the  one  or  two  others  to  whom 
it  was  known  being  in  stations  to  render  it  im- 
probable they  should  ever  communicate  any 
thing  on  the  subject,  unless  it  were  asked  of 
them.    Her  original   intention,  however,  was 
to  communicate  the  facts,  without  reserve,  to 
her  husband.    But  he  came  back  an  altered 
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maD ;  brutal  in  manners,  cold  in  his 
and  the  victim  of  drunkenness.  By  this 
the  wife  was  too  much  attached  to  the  chfld  to 
think  of  exposing  it  to  the  wayward  capvieei 
of  such  a  being ;  and  Mildred  was  educated, 
and  grew  in  stature  and  beauty,  as  the  reil 
offspring  of  her  reputed  parents. 

All  this  Mrs.  Dutton  related  dearly  aod 
briefly,  refraining^  of  course,  from  inaking  or 
allusion  to  the  conduct  of  her  hosbaody  aad 
referring  all  her  own  benevolence  to  her  sSXmA^ 
ment  to  the  child.  Bluewater  had  strengtk 
enough  to  receive  Mildred  in  his  arms,  and  be 
kissed  her  pale  cheek,  agiun  and  again,  blesnag 
her  in  the  most  fervent  and  solemn  manner. 

^^  My  feelings  were  not  treacherous  or  an- 
faithful,"  he  said ;  ^*  I  loved  thee,  sweetest,  fron 
the  first.     Sir  Gervaise  Oakes  has  my  wiD, 
made  in  thy  favour,  before  we  sailed  on  tUs 
last  cruise,  and  every  shilling  I  leave  will  be 
thine.     Mr.  Atwood,  procure  that  will,  and  add 
a  codicil  explaining  this  recent  discovery,  and 
confirming  the   legacy;   let  not  the  last  be 
touched,  for  it  is  spontaneous,  and  comes  from 
the  heart." 
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Andy  now,"  answered  Mrs.  Dutton,  *^  enough 
lias  passed  for  once.  The  sick  bed  should  be 
more  quiet  Give  me  my  child,  again :  —  I 
cannot  yet  consent  to  part  with  her  for  ever." 

*'  Mother !    mother ! "    exclaimed   Mildred, 
throwing  herself  on  Mrs.  Dutton's  bosom  — 
I  am  yours,  and  yours  only." 

Not  so,  I  fear,  Mildred,  if  all  I  suspect  be 
true,  and  this  b  as  proper  a  moment  as  another 
to  place  that  matter  also  before  your  honoured 
uncle.     Come  forward.  Sir  Wycherly  —  I  have 
understood  you  to  say,  this  minute,  in  my  ear, 
that  you  hold  the  pledge  of  this  wilful  girl  to 
become  your  wife,  should  she  ever  be  an  or- 
phan.    An  orphan  she  is,  and  has  been  since 
the  first  hour  of  her  birth.'' 

w  No  —  no  —  no  "  — •  murmured  Mildred, 
burying  her  face  still  deeper  in  her  mother's 
bosom,  *^  not  while  you  live,  can  I  be  an  orphan. 
Not  now  —  another  time  —  this  is  unseasonable 
—  cruel  —  nay,  it  is  not  what  I  said." 

*<  Take  her  away,  dearest  Mrs.  Dutton,"  said 
Bluewater,  tears  of  joy  forcing  themselves  from 
his  eyes.  **  Take  her  away,  lest  too  much  hap- 
piness come  upon  me  at  once.  My  thoughts 
shoald  be  calmer  at  such  a  moment." 

TOI^III.  M 
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Wycherly  removed  Mildred  from  ber 
ther's  arms,  and  gently  led  her  from  the 
When  in  Mrs.  Dutton*s  apartmeot,  be  wkb- 
pered  something  in  the  ear  of  the  agitated  girl 
that  caused  her  to  turn  on  him  a  look  ofh^pi- 
ness,  though  it  came  dimmed  with  tears:  thea 
he  had  his  turn  of  holding  her,  for  another  pre- 
cious instant,  to  his  heart 

^^  My  dear  Mrs.  Dutton  —  nay,  my  dev 
mother^  he  said,  ''  Mildred  and  mysdf  hire 
both  need  of  parents.  I  am  an  orphan  like 
herself,  and  we  can  never  consent  to  part  widi 
you.  Look  forward,  I  entreat  yon,  to  making 
one  of  our  family  in  all  things,  for  never  en 
either  Mildred  or  myself  cease  to  consider  yoo 
as  any  thing  but  a  parent  entitled  to  more  thu 
common  reverence  and  affection." 

Wycherly  had  hardly  uttered  this  proper 
speech,  when  he  received  what  he  fancied  a  tea- 
fold  reward.  Mildred,  in  a  burst  of  natani 
feeling,  without  affectation  or  reserve,  but  yidd- 
ing  to  her  heart  only,  threw  her  arms  aromid 
his  neck,  murmured  the  word  ''  thanks  "  several 
times,  and  wept  freely  on  his  bosom.  When 
Mrs.  Dutton  received  the  sobbing  girl  from 
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bim,  ^^^ycberly  kissed  the  mother's  cheek,  and 
he  left  the  room. 

Admiral  Bluewater  would  not  consent  to  seek 
^\s   repose  until  he  had  a  private  conference 
with  his  friend  and  Wycherly.     The  latter  was 
frankness  and  liberality  itself  but  the  former 
^ould    not  wait   for  settlements.      These   he 
trusted  to  the  young  man's  honour.     His  own 
time   was  short,  and  he  should   die  perfectly 
happy  could  he  leave  his  niece  in  the  care  of 
one  like  our  Virginian.     He  wished  the  mar- 
riage to  take  place  in  his  presence.     On  this  he 
even  insisted,  and,  of  course,  Wycherly  made 
no  objections,  but  went  to  state  the  case  to  Mrs. 
Dutton  and  Mildred. 

*'  It  is  singular,  Dick,"  said  Sir  Gervaise, 
wiping  his  eyes,  as  he  looked  from  a  window 
that  commanded  a  view  of  the  sea,  **  that  I  have 
left  both  our  flags  flying  in  the  Caesar  I  I  de- 
clare, the  oddness  of  the  circumstance  never 
struck  me  till  this  minute." 

^*  Let  them  float  a  little  longer  together,  Ger- 
vaise. They  have  faced  many  a  gale  and  many 
a  battle  together,  and  may  endure  each  other's 
company  a  few  hours  longer." 

M  2 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Compound  of  weakness  and  of  strcngdi* 
Mighty,  yet  ignorant  of  tby  power  ! 
Loftier  than  earth,  or  air,  or  sea. 
Yet  meaner  than  the  lowliest  flower ! 

BfAEGABBT    DATmSflR. 


Not  a  syllable  of  explanadon, 
or  self-acciisation  had  passed  between  tbe 
mander-in-chief  and  tbe  rear-admiral^  since  tk 
latter  received  bis  wound.  Eacb  partj  apptar^ 
ed  to  blot  out  tbe  events  of  tbe  last  few  daysi 
leaving  tbe  long  vista  of  tbeir  past  services  and 
friendsbip  undisfigured  by  a  single  oosightly 
or  unpleasant  object.  Sir  Gervaise,  while  he 
retained  an  active  superintendence  of  his  flee^ 
and  issued  tbe  necessary  orders  right  and  U69 
hovered  around  the  bed  of  Bluewater  with  the 
assiduity  and  almost  with  tbe  tenderness  of  a 
woman  ;  still  not  the  slightest  allusion  was  made 
to  the  recent  battles^  or  to  any  thing  that  had 
occurred  in  tbe  short  cruise.  The  speedi  re* 
corded  at  the  close  of  tbe  last  chapter  was  the 


THE   TWO  ADMIRALS.  S45 

&TSl  words  he  had  uttered  which  might,  in  any 
manner,  carry  the  mind  of  either  back  to  events 
that    both   might  wish   forgotten*     The  rear- 
admiral  felt  this  forbeafance  deeply ;  and  now 
that  the  subject  was  thus  accidentally  broached 
between  them^  he  had  a  desire  to  say  some- 
thing in  continuation.     Still  he  waited  until  the 
baronet  had  left  the  window  and  taken  a  seat 
by  his  bed. 

'*  Gervaise,"  Bluewater  then  commenced, 
speaking  low  from  weakness,  but  speaking  dis- 
tinctly from  feeling,  "  I  cannot  die  without  ask- 
ing your  forgiveness.  There  were  several  hours 
when  I  actually  meditated  treason — I  will  not 
say  to  my  king  ;  on  that  point  my  opinions  are 
unchanged  —  but  to  youJ* 

*^  Why  speak  of  this,  Dick  ?  You  did  not 
know  yourself  when  you  believed  it  possible  to 
desert  me  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  How  much 
better  I  judged  of  your  character  is  seen  in  the 
fact  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  engage  double  my 
force,  well  knowing  that  you  could  not  fail  to 
come  to  my  rescue." 

Bluewater  looked  intently  at  his  friend,  and 
a  smile  of  serious  satisfaction  passed  over  his 
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pallid  countenance  as  he  listened  to  Sir  Ger- 
vaise's  words,  which  were  uttered  with  Us  osul 
warmth  and  sincerity  of  manner. 

**  I  believe  you  know  me  better  than  I  knov 
myselfj  truly,"  he  answered,  after  a  tbooghlfai 
pause;  ''yes,  better  than  I  know  myseUl  What 
a  glorious  close  to  our  professional  career  would 
it  have  been,  Oakes,  had  I  followed  you  into 
battle,  as  was  our  old  practice,  and  &Uen  in 
your  wake,  imitating  your  own  high  exaxnpkf  * 

''  It  is  better  as  it  is,  Dick  —  if  any  thing  thst 
has  so  sad  a  termination  can  be  well — yes,  it  is 
better  as  it  is ;  you  have  fallen  at  my  side^  a$ir 
were.     We  will  think  or  talk  no  more  of  this.* 

''  We  have  been  friends,  and  dose  fneods 
too,  for  a  long  period,  Gervaise,"  returned  Blue- 
water,  stretching  his  arm  from  the  bed,  widi  the 
long,  thin  fingers  of  the  hand  extending  ^ 
meet  the  other's  grasp;  *'and  yet,  I  caonot 
recall  an  act  of  yours  which  I  can  justly  laj  to 
heart,  as  unkind,  or  untrue." 

''  God  forgive  me,  if  you  can  —  I  hope  ootf 
Dick ;  most  sincerely  do  I  hope  not.  It  wouM 
give  me  great  pain  to  believe  it" 

''  You  have  no  cause  for  self-reproach.    In 
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no  one  act  or  thought  can  you  justly  accuse 
yourself  with  injuring  me.     I  should  die  much 
happier    could    I    say   the    same    of   myself, 
Oakes!" 

**  Thought  f  —  Dick  ?  —  Thought !  You 
never  meditated  aught  against  me  in  your  whole 
life.  The  love  you  bear  me  is  the  true  reason 
why  you  lie  there,  at  this  blessed  moment." 

^  It  is  grateful  to  find  that  I  have  been  under- 
stood. I  am  deeply  indebted  to  you,  Oakes, 
for  declining  to  signal  me  and  my  division 
down,  when  I  foolishly  requested  that  untimely 
forbearance.  I  was  then  suffering  an  anguish 
of  mind,  to  which  any  pain  of  the  body  I  may 
now  endure,  is  an   elysium;   your  self-denial 

gave  time ^ 

*'  For  the  heart  to  prompt  you  to  that  which 
your  feelings  yearned  to  do  from  the  first,  Blue- 
water,"  interrupted  Sir  Gervaise.  **  And  now, 
as  your  commanding  officer,  I  enjoin  silence  on 
this  subject,yor  ever/* 

**  I  will  endeavour  to  obey.  It  will  not  be 
long,  Oakes,  that  I  shall  remain  under  your 
orders/'  added  the  rear-admiral,  with  a  painfiil 
smile.    **  There  should  be  no  charge  of  mutiny 
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against  me,  in  the  last  act  of  my  lifie.  Yoa 
ought  to  forgive  the  one  sin  of  omission,  when 
you  remember  how  much  and  how  completely 
my  will  has  been  subject  to  yours,  daring  the 
last  five-and-thirty  years — how  Utile  my  nuDd 
has  matured  a  professional  thought  diai  yoois 
has  not  originated  1" 

**  Speak  no  more  of  *  forgive,'  I  charge  joo, 
Dick.  That  you  have  shown  a  girUike  docihty 
in  obeying  all  my  orders,  too,  is  a  truth  I  will 
aver  before  God  and  man ;  but  when  it  oomcs 
to  miW,  I  am  far  from  asserting  that  mine  has 
had  the  mastery.  I  do  believe,  could  the  tmdi 
be  ascertained,  it  would  be  found  that  I  am,  at 
this  blessed  moment,  enjoying  a  professionl 
reputation,  which  is  more  than  half  due  to 
you.** 

**  It  matters  litde,  now,  Gervaise  — it  mat- 
ters little  now.  We  were  two  light-hearted  and 
gay  lads,  Oakes,  when  we  first  met  as  boji, 
fresh  from  school,  and  merry  as  health  aod 
spirits  could  make  us." 

"  We  were,  indeed,  Dick !  — yes,  we  were; 
thoughtless  as  if  this  sad  moment  were  never  to 
arrive !" 
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^^  There   were   George    Anson,   and   Peter 

^^Varren,  little  Charley  Saunders,  Jack  Byng, 

fluid  a  set  of  us,  that  did,  indeed,  live  as  if  we 

^vere  never  to  die !     And  yet  we  carried  our 

lives,  as  it  might  be,  in  our  hands,  Oakes  ! " 

^'  There  is  much  of  that,  Dick,  in  boyhood 
and  youth.     But  he  is  happiest,  after  all,  who 
c:an  meet  this  moment  as  you  do  — calmly,  and 
yet  without  any  dependence  on  his  own  merits.'* 
*'  I  had  an  excellent  mother,  Oakes  I     Little 
do  we  think,  in  youth,  how  much  we  owe  to  the 
nnextinguishable  tenderness  and  far-seeing  les- 
sons of  our  mothers  I     Ours  both  died  while 
we  were  young,  and  yet  I  do  think  we  were 
their  debtors  for  far  more  than  we  could  ever 
repay." 

Sir  Gervaise  simply  assented ;  but  making  no 
immediate  answer,  otherwise,  a  long  pause  suc- 
ceeded, during  which  the  vice-admiral  fended 
that  his  friend  was  beginning  to  dose.  He  was 
mistaken. 

'<  You  will  be  made  Viscount  Bowldero  for 
thesis  last  affairs,  Gervaise,^'  the  wounded  man 
unexpectedly  observed,  showing  how  much  his 
thoughts  were  still  engrossed  with  the  interests 

M  5 
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of  his  friend.  *^  Nor  do  I  see  why  joa  shoold 
9gain  refuse  a  peerage.  Those  who  remain  n 
this  world  may  well  yield  to  its  usages  and 
opinions,  while  they  do  not  interfere  with  h^;licr 
obligations." 

*M!'* — exclaimed  Sir  Crernusef  gloomiij. 
<'  The  thought  of  so  commemorating  what  has 
happened  would  be  worse  than  defeat  to  me! 
No— <I  ask  no  change  of  name  to  remind  ne 
constantly  of  my  loss  !" 

Blue  water  looked  grateful,  rather  than  pleased; 
but  he  made  no  answer.      Now  be  fell  into  t 
light  slumber,  from  which  he  did  not  awake 
until  the  time  he  had  himself  set  for  the  marriage 
of  Wycherly  and  Mildred.     With   one  onck 
dead  and  still  unburied,  and  another  about  to  quit 
the  world  for  ever,  a  rite  that  is  usually  deemed 
as  joyous  as  it  is  solemn,  might  seem  anseasoo- 
able ;  but  the  dying  man  had  made  it  a  request 
that  he  might  have  the  consolation  of  knowings 
ere  he  expired,  that  he  left  his  niece  under  the 
legal  protection  of  one  as  competent,  as  he  was 
desirous  of  protecting  her.     The  reader  must 
imagine  the  arguments  that  were  used  for  kbe 
occasion,  but  they  were  such  as  disposed  all,  in 
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t^'Mka  end,  to  admit  the  propriety  of  yielding  their 
d^rdiuary   prejudices   to  the  exigencies  of  the 
'xnoment.     It  may  be  well  to  add,  also,  to  pre- 
"^ent  useless  and  unprofitable  cavilling,  that  the 
laws  of  England  were  not  as  rigid  on  the  subject 
of  the  celebration  of  marriages  in  1745  as  they 
subsequently  became;    and  that  it  was  lawful 
then  to  perform  the  ceremony  in  a  private  house 
Without  a  licence,  and  without  the  publishing  of 
bans  even  ;  restrictions   that   were  imposed  a 
few  years  later.    The  penalty  for  dispensing 
with  the  publication  of  bans  was  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  imposed  on  the  clergyman; 
and  this  fine  Bluewater  chose  to  pay,  rather  than 
leave  the  only  great  object  of  life  that  now  re- 
mained before  him  unaccomplished.      This  pe- 
nalty in  no  degree  impaired  the  validity  of  the 
contract,  though  Mrs.  Dutton,  as  a  woman,  felt 
averse  to  parting  with  her  beloved  without  a 
rigid  observance  of  all  the  customary  forms. 
The  point  had  finally  been  disposed  of,   by 
recourse  to  arguments  addressed  to  the  reason 
of  this  respectable  woman,  and  by  urging  the 
necessity  of  the  case.     Her  consent,  however, 
was  not  given  without  a  proviso,  that  a  licence 
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«houId  be  subsequently  procured,  and  a 
marriage  be  had  at  a  more  fitting  momeDt, 
should  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  conMUt  to 
the  same ;  a  most  improbable  thing  in  itselt 

Mr.  Rotherham  availed  himself  of  the  statale 
inflicting  the  penalty,  as  an  excuse  for  not  offi- 
ciating. His  real  motive^  however, 
derstood,  and  the  chaplain  of  the 
a  divine  of  character  and  piety,  was  substitotni 
in  his  place.  Bluewater  had  requested  tbit  as 
many  of  the  captains  of  the  fleet  should  be  pn- 
sent  as  could  be  collected,  and  it  was  die 
assembling  of  these  warriors  of  the  deep,  tog^> 
ther  with  the  arrival  of  the  clergyman,  that  fint 
gave  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  appointed 
hour. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  dwell  on  the  de- 
tails of  a  ceremony  that  had  so  much  that  wts 
painful  in  its  solemnities.  Neither  Wycberly 
nor  Mildred  made  any  change  in  their  attire; 
and  the  lovely  bride  wept  from  the  time  the 
service  began  to  the  moment  when  she  left 
the  arms  of  her  uncle,  to  be  received  in  those 
of  her  husband,  and  was  supported  from  the 
room*     All  seemed  sad,  indeed,  but  Bluewater; 
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bim  the  scene  was  exciting,  but  it  brought 

relief  to  his  mind. 
**  I  am  now  ready  to  die,  gentlemen,"  he 
id,  as  the  door  closed  on  the  new-married 
couple.     ^'  My  last  worldly  care  is  disposed  of, 
and  it  were  better  for  me  to  turn  all  my  thoughts 
to  another  state  of  being.     My  niece.  Lady 
"Wychecombe,  will  inherit  the  little  I  have  to 
leave;  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is  of  much  im- 
portance to  substantiate  her  birth,  as  her  uncle 
clearly  bestowed  what  would   have  been  her 
mother's  property,  on  her  aunt,  the  duchess. 
If  my  dying  declaration  can  be  of  any  use,  how- 
ever, you  hear  it,  and  can  testify  to  it.     Now, 
come  and  take  leave  of  me,  one  by  one,  that  I 
may  bless  you  all,  and  thank  you  for  much  un- 
deserved, and,  I  fear,  unrequited,  love." 

The  scene  that  followed  was  solemn  and  sad. 
One  by  one,  the  captains  drew  near  the  bed, 
and  to  each  the  dying  man  had  something  kind 
and  affectionate  to  say.  Even  the  most  cold- 
hearted  looked  grave ;  and  O'Neil,  a  man  re- 
markable for  a  gaite  de  c€tur  that  rendered  the 
excitement  of  battle  some  of  the  pleasantest 
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greater  favourite,  in  one  sense  at  least,  tban  die 
commander-in-chief*  Stowel,  by  his  near  ooii* 
oexion  with  Bluewater,  had  profited  more  br 
these  peculiarities  than  any  other  officer  an^ 
him,  and  the  e£Fect  on  hb  feelings  had  been  in 
a  very  just  proportion  to  the  benefits.  He 
could  not  refrain,  it  is  true,  from  remembeziog 
the  day  when  he  himself  had  been  a  lieufgnant 
in  the  ship  in  which  the  rear-admiral  had  been 
a  midshipman,  but  he  no  longer  recollected  tlie 
circumstance  with  the  bitterness  that  it  some* 
times  drew  after  it*  On  the  contrary,  it  wis 
now  brought  to  his  mind  merely  as  the  most 
distant  of  the  many  land-marks  in  their  loog 
and  joint  services. 

*^  Well,  Stowel,"  observed  Bluewater,  smiling 
sadly,  ^^  even  the  old  Caesar  must  be  left  behind, 
in  taking  leave  of  life.  It  is  seldom  a  Bag-CBp^ 
tain  has  not  some  heart-burnings  on  account  of 
his  superior,  and  most  sincerdy  do  I  beg  yoa 
to  forget  and  forgive  any  I  may  have  oocasfoned 
yourself." 

<^  Heaven  help  me,  sir! — I  was  (ar,  just 
then,  from  thinking  of  any  such  thing !  I  was 
fancying  how  little  I  should  have  thought  it 
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probable,  when  we  were  together  in  the  Ca- 

lypsoy  that  I  should  ever  be  thus  standing  at 

2four  bedside.     Really,  Admiral  Bluewater,  I 

would  rejoice  to  share  with  you  the  remnant  of 

life  that  is  left  me." 

«  I  do  believe  you  would,  Stowel;  but  that 
can  never  be.  1  have  just  performed  my  last 
act  in  this  world,  in  giving  my  niece  to  Sir 
Wycherly  Wychecombe.*' 

^*  Yes,  sir — yes,  sir — marriage  is  no  doubt 
honourable,  as  I  often  tell  Mrs.  Stowel,   and 
therefore  not  to  be  despised ;  and  yet  it  h  sin- 
gular, that  a  gentleman  who  has  lived  a  bache- 
lor himself,  should  fancy  to  see  a  marriage  cere- 
mony performed,  and  that,  too,  at  the  cost  of  a 
hundred  pounds,  if  any  person  choose  to  com- 
plain, just  at  the  close  of  his  own  cruise  I  How- 
ever, men  are  no  more  alike  in  such  matters 
than  women  in  their  domestic  qualities ;  and  1 
sincerely  hope  this  3'oung  Sir  Wycherly  may 
find  as  much  comfort,  in  the  old  house  I  under- 
stand he  has  a  little  inland  here,  as  you  and  I 
have  had  together,  sir,  in  the  old  Caesar.     I 
suppose  there'll  be  no  co-equals  in  Wychecombe 
Hall." 
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'*  I  trust  not,  Stowel.  But  you  mast  nov 
receive  my  last  orders  as  to  the  Csesar " 

^*  The  commander-in-chief  has  his  own  flag 
flying  aboard  of  us,  sir  !  **  interrupted  the  me- 
thodical captain,  in  a  sort  of  admonitory  way. 

"  Never  mind  that,  Stowel ; — I'll  answer  ibr 
his  acquiescence.  My  body  must  be  recofed 
on  board,  and  carried  round  in  the  ship  to  Pij- 
mouth.  Place  it  on  the  main-deck,  where  tbe 
people  <;an  see  the  coffin ;  I  would  pass  my  lift 
hours  above  ground  in  their  midst." 

<^  It  shall  be  done,  sir — yes,  sir,  to  tbe  letter 
—  Sir  Gervaise  not  countermanding.  And  IH 
write  this  evening  to  Mrs.  Stowel,  to  say  she 
needn't  come  down,  as  usual,  as  soon  as  she 
hears  the  ship  is  in,  but  that  she  mast  wait  ootil 
your  flag  is  fairly  struck.** 

**  I  should  be  sorry,  Stowel,  to  cause  a  mo- 
ment's delay  in  the  meeting  of  husband  and 
wife!" 

*^  Don't  name  it.  Admiral  Bluewater ;  Mrb 
Stowel  will  understand  that  it's  duty  ;  and  when 
we  married,  I  fully  explained  to  her  that  duty, 
with  a  sailor,  came  before  matrimony." 

A  little  pause  succeeded,  and  then  Bluewater 
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^ook  a  final  and  afiectionate  leave  oFhis  captain. 
Some  twenty  minutes  elapsed  in  a  profound 
silence,  during  which  Sir  Gervaise  did  not  stir, 
fancying  that  his  friend  again  dosed.     But  it 
Mras  ordered  that  Bluewater  was  never  to  sleep 
again,  until  he  took  the  final  rest  of  the  dead* 
It  was  the  mind,  which  had  always  blazed  above 
the  duller  lethargy  of  his  body,  that  buoyed  him 
thus   up,  giving  an  unnatural  impulse   to  his 
physical  powers ;  an  impulse,  however,  that  was 
but  momentary,  and  which,  by  means  of  the  re- 
action, contributed,  in  the  end,   to   his  more 
speedy  dissolution.     Perceiving,  at  length,  that 
his  friend  did  not  sleep,  Sir  Gervaise  drew  near 
his  bed. 

*^  Richard,*'  he  said,  gently,  ^*  there  is  one 
without,  who  pines  to  be  admitted.  I  have  re- 
fused even  his  tears,  under  the  impression  that 
you  felt  disposed  to  sleep." 

**  Never  less  so.  My  mind  appears  to  become 
brighter  and  clearer,  instead  of  fading :  I  think 
I  shall  never  sleep,  in  the  sense  you  mean. 
Whoever  the  person  is,  let  him  be  admitted." 

Receiving  this  permission.  Sir  Gervaise  opened 
the  door,  and  Geoffrey  Cleveland  entered.     At 


260  THE   TWO   ADMIRALS. 

the  same  moment,  Gralleygo,  who  came  and 
went  at  pleasure,  thrast  in  his  own  migaiiily 
form.  The  boy's  fiice  betrayed  the  nature  and 
the  extent  of  his  grief.  In  his  mind,  Adminl 
Bluewater  was  associated  with  all  the  ereals  of 
his  own  professional  life;  and,  thoo^  tke 
period  had  in  truth  been  so  shorty  in  hb  bad 
existence,  the  vista  through  which  he  looked 
back  seemed  quite  as  long  as  that  which  maiked 
the  friendship  of  the  two  admirals  themsdfck 
Although  he  struggled  manfully  for  sdf-coDtrol, 
feeling  got  the  better  of  the  lad,  and  he  threv 
himself  on  his  knees,  at  the  side  of  the  bed»  sob- 
bing as  if  his  heart  would  break.  Bloewater's 
eye  glistened,  and  he  laid  a  hand  aflectiooatdy 
on  the  head  of  bis  young  relative. 

<^  Gervaise,  you  will  take  charge  of  this  boj, 
when  I  'm  gone,"  he  said ;  '^  and  receive  him  id 
your  own  ship.  I  leave  him  to  you,  as  a  V07 
near  and  dear  professional  legacy*  Cheer  up— 
cheer  up — ^my  brave  boy ;  look  upon  all  this  as 
a  sailor's  fortune.     Our  lives  are  the  " 

The  word  '*  king's,"  which  should  have  sac* 
ceeded,  seemed  to  choke  the  speaker.     Casting 
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BL  glance  of  meaning  at  his  friend,  with  a  painful 
sraile  on  his  face,  he  contiitued  silent 

''  Ah  !  dear  sir,"   answered  the  midshipman, 
ingenuously;  "I  knew  that  we  might  all  be 
killed,  but  it  never  occurred  to  me  that  an  ad- 
miral could  lose  his  life  in  battle.     I'm  sure  — 
I  'm  sure  you  are  the  very  first  that  has  met 
vith  this  accident  I " 

**  Not  by  many,  my  poor  Oeofirey.  As  there 
are  but  few  admirals,  few  fall ;  but  we  are  as 
much  exposed  as  others." 

**  If  I  had  only  run  that  Monsieur  des  Prez 
through  the  body,  when  we  closed  with  him,** 
returned  the  boy,  grating  his  teeth,  and  looking 
all  the  vengeance  for  which,  at  the  passing  in- 
stant, he  felt  the  desire,  ^^  it  would  have  been 
something !  I  might  have  done  it  too,  for  he 
was  quite  unguarded  i  ^ 

<<  It  would  have  been  a  very  bad  things  boy, 
to  have  injured  a  brave  man,  uselessly." 

<<  Of  what  use  was  it  to  shoot  you,  sir  ?  We 
took  their  ship,  just  the  same  as  if  you  had  not 
been  hurt." 

<*  I  rather  think,  Oeofirey,  their  ship  was 
virtually   taken   before    I    was  wounded,"  re- 
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turned  Bluewater,  smiling.  *^  But  I  was  stxrt 
by  a  French  marine,  who  did  no  more  than  Us 
duty." 

'^  Yes,  sir,"  exclaimed  the  boy,  impctiendj; 
*^  and  he  escaped  without  a  scratch.  Hfi  M 
least,  ought  to  have  been  massacred.'^ 

'*  Thou  art  bloody-minded,  child ;  I  scarce 
know  thee.  Massacred  is  not  a  word  for  either 
a  British  nobleman  or  a  British  sailor.  I 
saved  the  life  of  that  marine ;  and,  when  yoo 
come  to  lie,  like  me,  on  your  death-bed,  Geof- 
frey, you  will  learn  how  sweet  a  consolation  can 

be  derived  from  the  consciousness  of  sodi  so 
act ;  we  all  need  mercy,  and  none  ought  to  ex* 
pect  it,  for  themselves,  who  do  not  yield  it  to 
others." 

The  boy  was  rebuked,  and  his  feelings  took 
a  better,  though  scarcely  a  more  natural,  dovc- 
tion.  Bluewater  now  spoke  to  him  of  his  nevlj 
discovered  cousin,  and  had  a  melancholy  siUs- 
faction  in  creating  an  interest  in  behalf  of  Mi)* 
dred  in  the  breast  of  the  noble-hearted  and  in- 
genuous boy.  The  latter  listened  with  respect* 
ful  attention,  as  had  been  his  wont,  until 
deceived  by  the  tranquil  and  benevolent  manner 
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of  Bluewater,  he  permitted  himself  to  fall  into 
t.he  natural  delusion  of  believing  the  wound  of 
the  rear-admiral  less  serious  than  he  had  sup- 
posed, and  to  begin  to  entertain  hopes  that  the 
wounded  man  might  yet  survive.     Calmed  by 
these  feelings,  he  soon  ceased  to  weep,  and, 
promising  discretion,  was  permitted  by  Sir  Ger- 
vaise  to  remain  in  the  room,  where  he  busied 
himself  in  the  offices  of  a  nurse. 

Another  long  pause  succeeded  this  exciting 
litde  scene,  during  which  Bluewater  lay  quietly 
communing  with  himself  and  his  God.  Sir 
Gervaise  wrote  orders,  and  read  reports,  though 
his  eye  was  never  off  the  countenance  of  his 
friend  more  than  a  minute  or  two  at  a  time.  At 
length  the  rear-admiral  roused  himself  again, 
and  began  to  take  an  interest  once  more  in  the 
persons  and  things  around  him. 

'^  Galleygo,  my  old  fellow-cruiser,"  he  said, 
*'  I  leave  Sir  Gervaise  more  particularly  in 
your  care.  As  we  advance  in  life,  our  friends 
decrease  in  numbers ;  it  is  only  those  that  have 
been  well  tried  that  we  can  rely  on." 

^*  Yes,  Admiral  Blue,  I  knows  that,  and  so 
does  Sir  Jarvy.    Yes,    old  shipmates   before 
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young  'ons,  any  day,  and  old  sailors,  Uxs  bdbrc 
green  hands.  Sir  Jarvy's  Bowlderos  are  good 
plate-holders,  and  the  likes  of  that;  bot  vhca  it 
comes  to  heavy  weather,  and  a  hard  stzain,  I 
think  but  little  on  'em  all  put  together.* 

^^  By  the  way,  Oakes,''  said  Bluewater,  widi 
a  sudden  interest  in  such  a  subject,  that  he 
never  expected  to  feel  again,  **  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  the  first  day's  work,  in  which,  throogh 
the  little  I  have  gleaned  by  listening  to  those 
around  me,  I  understand  you  took  a  two-deder, 
besides  dismasting  the  French  admiral  ?^ 

<<  Pardon  me,  Dick;  you  had  better  try  and 
catch  a  little  sleep;  the  subject  of  those  two 
days'  work  is  really  painful  to  me." 

<'  Well,  then.  Sir  Jarvy,  if  yon  has  an  avar- 
sion  to  telling  the  story  to  Admiral  Bine,  I  can 
do  it,  your  honour,"  put  in  Galleygo,  who 
gloried  in  giving  a  graphic  description  of  a  sea- 
fight  "  I  thinks,  now,  a  history  of  that  dij 
will  comfort  a  flag-hofficer  as  has  been  so  badly 
wounded  himself." 

Bluewater  ofi*ering  no  opposition,  Grallqrgo 
proceeded  with  his  account  of  the  evolutions  of 
the  ships,  as  we  have  already  described  thcsDi 
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succeeding  suq)risingly  well  in  rendering  the 
narrative  interesting^  and  making  himself  per- 
fectly intelligible  and  clear,  by  his  thorough 
knowledge,  and  ready  use,  of  the  necessary  nau- 
tical terms.     When  he  came  to  the  moment  in 
^which  the  English  line  separated,  part  passing 
to  windward,  and  part  to  leeward  of  the  two 
French  ships,  he  related  the  incident  in  so  clear 
and  spirited  a  manner,  that  the  commander-in- 
chief  himself  dropped  his  pen,  and  sate  listen- 
ing with  pleasure. 

'*  Who  could  imagine,  Dick,"  Sir  Gervaise 
observed,  "  that  those  fellows  in  the  tops  watch 
us  so  closely,  and  could  give  so  accurate  an  ac- 
count of  what  passes  ?^ 

*^  Ah !  Gervaise,  and  what  is  the  vigilance  of 
Galleygo  to  that  of  the  AU«seeing  eye  ?     It  is  a 
terrible  thought,  at  an  hour  like  this,  to  remem- 
ber that  nothing  can  be  forgotten.    I  have  some- 
where read  that  not  an  oath  is  uttered  that  does 
not  continue  to  vibrate  through  all  time,  in  the 
wide-spreading  currents  of  sound  —  not  a  prayer 
lisped,  that  its  record  is  not  also  to  be  found 
stamped  on  the  laws  of  nature,  by  the  indelible 
seal  of  the  Almighty's  will.*' 
VOL.  III.  ir 
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There  was  little  in  conmum   betw«ai  dbe 
religious  impressions  of  the  two  frieods*    Tbey 
were  both  sailors,  and  though  the  word  does 
not  necessarily  imply  that  they  were  snoen  m 
an  unusual  d^ee,  neither  does  it  rigidly  imply 
that  they  were  saints.     Each  had  reoeited  fke 
usual  elementary  educadon,  and  then  eadi  had 
been  turned  adrift,  as  it  might  be,  on  the  ooem 
of  life,  to  suffer  the  seed  to  take  rooty  and  dv 
fruit  to  ripen  as  best  they  might.     Few  of  those 
'^  who  go  down  to  the  great  deep  in  ships,^  and 
who  escape  the  more  brutalising  efiects  of  lifes 
so  rude,  are  altogether  without  religious  impccs- 
sions.     Living  so  much,  as  it  were,  in  the  im- 
mediate  presence  of  the  power  of  God,  the  saikr 
is  much  disposed  to  reverence  his  omnipoleooe, 
even  while  he  transgresses  his  laws ;  but  in  neaxly 
all  those  instances  in  which  nature  has  in- 
planted  a  temperament  inclining  to  deep  feel- 
ings, as  was  the  case  with  Bluewater,  not  even 
the  harsh  examples,  nor  the  loose  or  irre^MB* 
sible  lives  of  men  thus  separated  from  the  cos* 
tomary  ties  of  society,  can  wholly  extinguish  the 
reverence  for  God  which  is  created  by  constudy 
dwelling  in  the  presence  of  his  earthly  mag- 
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nifioence.  This  sentiment  in  Bluewater  had  not 
been  altogether  without  fruits,  for  he  both  read 
and  reflected  much.  Sometimes,  though  at 
isolated  and  distant  intervals,  he  even  prayed ; 
and  that  fervently,  and  with  a  strong  and  full 
sense  of  his  own  demerits.  As  a  consequence 
of  this  general  disposition,  and  of  the  passing 
convictions,  his  mind  was  better  attuned  for  the 
crbis  before  him,  than  would  have  been  the  case 
with  most  of  his  brethren  in  arms,  who,  when 
overtaken  with  the  fate  so  common  to  the  pro^ 
fession,  are  usually  left  to  sustain  their  last  mo* 
ments  with  the  lingering  enthusiasm  of  strife  and 
victory. 

On  the  other  hand.  Sir  Gervaise  was  as  sim- 
ple as  a  child  in  matters  of  this  sort.  He  had 
a  reverence  for  his  Creator,  and  such  general 
notions  of  his  goodness  and  love,  as  the  well- 
disposed  are  apt  to  feel ;  but  all  the  dogmas  con* 
cerning  the  lost  condition  of  the  human  race» 
the  mediation,  and  the  power  of  faith,  floated  in 
his  mind  as  opinions  not  to  be  controverted,  and 
yet  as  scarcely  to  be  felt.  In  short,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief admitted  the  practical  heresy^ 
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which  overshadows  the  &ith  of  millions,  whik 
he  deemed  himself  to  be  a  stoat  adTocale  of 
church  and  king.  StiU^  Sir  Genraise  Oakes,  oft 
occasions,  was  more  than  usually  disposed  (o 
seriousness,  and  was  even  inclined  to  be  devout; 
but  it  was  without  much  r^ard  to  theories  or  r^ 
velation.  At  such  moments,  while  his  opinioos 
would  not  properly  admit  him  within  the  psie 
of  any  Christian  church,  in  particular,  his 
feelings  might  have  identified  him  with  all 
In  a  word,  we  apprehend  he  was  a  tolerably 
fair  example  of  what  vague  generalities,  vhoi 
acting  on  a  temperament  not  indisposed  to  roord 
impressions,  render  the  great  majority  of  men; 
who  flit  around  the  mysteries  of  a  future  state, 
without  alighting  either  on  the  consolations  of 
faith,  or  discovering  any  of  those  logical  con- 
clusions which,  half  the  time  unconsciously  to 
themselves,  they  seem  to  expect  When  Blue- 
water  made  his  last  remark,  therefore,  the  vioe- 
admiral  looked  anxiously  at  his  iriend,  and  re> 
ligion  for  the  first  time  since  the  other  received 
his  hurt  mingled  with  his  reflections.  He  had 
devoutly,  though  mentally,  returned  thanks  to 
God  for  his  victory,  but  it  had  never  occurred 
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to  him  that  Bluewater  might  need  some  pre- 
paration for  death. 

"  Would  you  like  to  see  the  Plantagenet's 
chaplain,  again,  Dick?"  he  said,  tenderly; 
**  you  are  no  Papist ;  of  that  I  am  certain." 

*^  In  that  you  are  quite  right,  Gervaise.  I 
consider  all  churches  —  the  one  holy  Catholic 
church,  if  you  will,  as  but  a  means  furnished 
by  divine  benevolence  to  aid  weak  men  in  their 
pilgrimage ;  but  I  also  believe  that  there  is  even 
a  shorter  way  to  his  forgiveness  than  through 
these  common  avenues.  How  far  I  am  right," 
he  added,  smiling,  '*  none  will  probably  know 
better  tlian  myself,  a  few  hours  hence." 

*^  Friends  must  meet  again  hereafter.  Blue- 
water  ;  it  is  irrational  to  suppose  that  they  who 
have  loved  each  other  so  well  in  this  state  of 
being,  are  to  be  for  ever  separated  in  the 
other." 

<<  We  will  hope  so,  Oakes,"  taking  the  vice- 
admiral's  hand ;  *'  we  will  hope  so.  Still,  there 
will  be  no  ships  for  us  — no  cruises  — no  vic- 
tories —  no  triumphs !  It  is  only  at  moments 
like  this,  at  which  I  have  arrived,  that  we  come 
to  view  these  things  in  their  proper  light     Ot 


I 

i 


270  THE  TWO   ADMIRALS. 

all  tbe  past,  your  constant  unwavering  friend* 
ship,  gives  me  the  most  pleasure  I " 

The  vioe-admiral  could  resist  no  longer.  He 
turned  aside  and  wept  This  tribute  to  vatare, 
in  one  so  manly,  was  imposing  even  to  the  dpog 
man,  and  Galleygo  regarded  it  with  awe. 
Famih'ar  as  the  latter  had  become  widi  his 
master,  by  use  and  indulgence,  no  living  beii^ 
in  his  estimation,  was  as  authoritative  or  u 
formidable  as  the  commander-in-chief;  and  the 
effect  of  the  present  spectacle,  was  to  induce 
him  to  hide  his  own  face  in  sel£«baseiiient 
Bluewater  saw  it  all,  but  he  neither  spcke,  not 
gave  any  token  of  his  observation.  He  merely 
prayed,  and  that  right  fervently,  not  only  fat 
his  friend,  but  for  his  humble  and  uncooth 
follower. 

A  reaction  took  place  in  the  system  of  the 
wounded  man,  about  nine  o'clock  that  night 
At  this  time  he  believed  himself  near  his  end, 
and  he  sent  for  Wycherly  and  his  niece,  to  take 
hb  leave  of  them.  Mrs.  Dutton  was  also  pr&« 
sent,  as  was  Magrath,  who  remained  on  shores 
in  attendance.     Mildred  lay  for  half  an  hour. 
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bathing  her  uncle's  pillow  with  her  tears,  until 
she  was  removed  at  the  surgeon's  suggestion. 

"  Ye'U'See,  Sir  Gervaise,"  he  whispered  — 

(or  *'  Sir  Jairvis,"  as  he  always  pronounced  the 

name,) — ^'ye'U  see.  Sir  Jairvis,  that  it's  a  duty 

of  the  faculty  to  prolong  life,  even  when  there's 

no  hope  ot saving  it;  and  if  ye '11  be  regairding 

the  judgment   of  a  professional   man.  Lady 

Wychecombe  had  better  withdraw.     It  would 

really  be  a  matter  of  honest  exultation  for  us 

Plantagenets  to  get  the  rear-admiral  through 

the  night,  seeing  that  the  surgeon  of  the  Caesar 

said  he  could  no  survive  the  setting  sun." 

At  the  moment  of  final  separation,  Bluewater 
had  little  to  say  to  his  niece.  He  kissed  and 
blessed  her  again  and  again,  and  then  signed 
that  she  should  be  taken  away.  Mrs.  Dutton, 
also,  came  in  for  a  full  share  of  his  notice,  he 
havmg  desired  her  to  remain  afler  Wycherly 
and  Mildred  had  quitted  the  room. 

'^To  your  care  and  affection,  excellent 
woman,"  he  said,  in  a  voice  that  had  now  sunk 
nearly  to  a  whisper—^'  we  owe  it,  that  Mildred 
b  not  unfit  for  her  station.  Her  recovery 
would  have  been  even  more  painful  than  her 
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lossi  had  she  been  restored  to  her  proper  famOj, 
uneducated^  vulgar,  and  coarse." 

"  That  could  hardly  have  happened  to  MJ- 
dred,  sir,  in  any  circumstances,"  answered  tbe 
weeping  woman.  **  Nature  has  done  too  modi 
for  the  dear  child,  to  render  her  any  thing  bat 
delicate  and  lovely,  under  any  tolerable  drciim- 
stances  of  depression." 

*^  She  is  better  as  she  is,  and  Grod  be  dunked 
that  he  raised  up  such  a  protector  kr  kr 
childhood.  You  have  been  all  in  all  to  her  id 
her  infancy,  and  she  will  strive  to  repay  it  to 
your  age." 

Of  this  Mrs.  Dutton  felt  too  confident  to  need 
assurances;  and  receiving  the  dying  ms&'s 
blessing,  she  knelt  at  his  bedside,  prayed  fa*- 
vently  for  a  few  minutes,  and  withdrew.  After 
this,  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  track  occarred 
until  past  midnight,  and  Magrath,  more  dian 
once,  whispered  his  joyful  anticipations  that  tbe 
rear-admiral  would  survive  until  morning.  An 
hour  before  day,  however,  the  wounded  man 
revived,  in  a  way  that  the  surgeon  distrusted. 
He  knew  that  no  physical  change  of  this  sod 
could  well  happen  that  did  not  arise  from  tbe 
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momentary  ascendancy  of  mind  over  matter, 
as  the  first  is  on  the  point  of  finally  abandoning 
its  earthly  tenement ;  a  circumstance  of  no  un- 
usual occurrence  in  patients  of  strong  and  active 
intellectual  properties,  whose  faculties  often 
brighten  for  an  instant,  in  their  last  moments, 
as  the  lamp  flashes  and  glares  as  it  is  about  to 
become  extinct.  Going  to  the  bed,  he  ex- 
amined his  patient  attentively,  and  was  satisfied 
that  the  final  moment  was  near. 

**  You  're  a  man  and  a  soldier,  Sir  Jairvis," 
be  said,  in  a  low  voice,  '<  and  it  '11  no  be  doing 
good  to  attempt  misleading  your  judgment  in  a 
case  of  this  sort.  Our  respectable  friend,  the 
rear-admiral,  is  artiado  mortis^  as  one  might 
almost  say ;  he  cannot  possibly  survive  half  an 
hour." 

Sir  Gervaise  started.  He  looked  around 
him  a  little  wistfully;  for,  at  that  moment, 
he  would  have  given  much  to  be  alone  with  his 
dying  friend.  But  he  hesitated  to  make  a  re- 
quest which,  it  struck  him,  might  seem  im- 
proper. From  this  embarrassment,  however, 
he  was  relieved  by  Bluewater  himself,  who  had 
the  same  desire,   without  the  same  scruples 
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-  aboat  confessing  it.     He  drew  the  sui^geon  to 
his  sidcj  and  whispered  a  wish  to  be  left  alooe 
'«^with  the  commander-in-chief. 

^  Wellj  there  will  be  no  trespass  on  the  roks 
of  practice  in  indulging  the  poor  man  in  lus 
desire/'  muttered  Magrath,  as  be  looked  about 
him  to  gather  the  last  of  his  professional  in- 
struments, like  the  workman  who  is  about  t9 
quit  one  place  of  toil  to  repair  to  another; 
^^and  I'll  just  be  indulging  him." 

So  saying,  he  pushed  Galleygo  and  Geoffiey 
from  the  room  before  him,  left  it  himsd^  and 
closed  the  door* 

Finding  himself  alone.  Sir  Gervaise  kodt  al 
the  side  of  the  bed  and  prayed,  holding  the 
hand  of  his  friend  in  both  his  own.  The  ex« 
ample  of  Mrs.  Dutton,  and  the  yearnings  of  hii 
own  heart,  exacted  this  sacrifice;  when  it  was 
over  he  felt  a  great  relief  from  sensadons  that 
had  nearly  choked  him. 

*'  Do  you  forgive  me,  Gervaise?"  whispered 
Bluewater. 

^^  Name  it  not  — name  it  not,  my  best  friend. 
We  all  have  our  moments  of  weakness,  and  our 
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need  of  pardon.     May  God  forget  all  mjf  sinsj 
as  freely  as  I  forget  your  errors  !  ^ 

**  God  bless  you,  Oakes,  and  keep  you  the 
same  simple-minded^  true-hearted  man,  you 
have  ever  been." 

Sir  Gervaise  buried  his  face  in  the  bed- 
clothes, and  groaned. 

**  Kiss  me,  Oakes,''  murmured  the  rear- 
admiral. 

In  order  to  do  this,  the  commander-in-chief 
rose  from  his  knees  and  bent  over  the  body  of 
his  friend.  As  he  raised  himself  from  the 
cheek  he  had  saluted,  a  benignant  smile  gleamed 
on  the  face  of  the  dying  m^n,  and  he  ceased  to 
breathe.  Near  half  a  minute  followed,  however, 
before  the  last  and  most  significant  breath  that 
is  ever  drawn  from  man,  was  given.  The  re- 
mainder of  that  night  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes 
passed  in  the  chamber  alone,  pacing  the  floor, 
recalling  the  many  scenes  of  pleasure,  danger, 
pain,  and  triumph  through  which  he  and  the 
dead  had  passed  in  company.  With  the  return 
of  light,  he  summoned  the  attendants,  and  re- 
tired to  his  tent. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

And  they  came  for  the  buried  king  that  laj 

At  rest  in  that  andent  fane ; 
For  he  must  be  armed  on  the  battle  daj. 

With  them  to  deliver  Spain ! 
—  Then  the  march  went  souncfing  on, 
And  the  Moors,  by  noontide  sun. 

Were  dust  on  Tolosa's  plain. 

Mfts.  Hbmans. 

It  remains  only  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  the 
fortunes  of  our  principal  characters,  and  of  the 
few  incidents  that  are  more  immediately  con* 
nected  with  what  has  gone  before.  The  death 
of  Bluewater  was  announced  to  the  fleet  at  son- 
rise,  by  hauling  down  his  fl^g  from  the  mixen 
of  the  Caesar.  The  vice-admiral's  flag  came 
down  with  it,  and  re-ap|)eared  at  the  nest 
minute  at  the  fore  of  the  Plantagenet.  But  the 
little  white  emblem  of  rank  never  went  aloft 
again  in  honour  of  the  deceased.  At  noon,  it 
was  spread  over  his  cofiin,  on  the  main-deck  of 
the  ship,  agreeably  to  his  own  request;  and 
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more  than  once  that  day  did  some  rough  old 
tar  use  it  to  wipe  the  tear  from  his  eyes* 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  day  after  the  death  of 
one  of  our  heroes^  the  wind  came  round  to  the 
westward,  and  all  the  vessels  lifted  their  anchors, 
and  proceeded  to   Plymouth.     The  crippled 
sbips,  by  this  time,  were  in  a  state  to  carry 
more  or  less  sail,  and  a  stranger  who  had  seen 
the  melancholy-looking  line,  as  it  rounded  the 
Start,  would  have  fancied  it  a  beaten  fleet  on 
its  return  to  port.    The  only  signs  of  exult- 
ation that  appeared  were  the  jacks  that  were 
flying  over  the  white  flags  of  the  prizes ;  and 
even  when  all  had  anchored,  the  same  air  of 
sadness  reigned  among  these  victorious  mariners. 
The*body  was  landed,  with  the  usual  forms; 
but  the  procession  of  warriors  of  the  deep  that 
followed  it  was  distinguished  Jby  a  gravity  that 
far  exceeded  the  ordinary  aspects  of  mere  form. 
Many  of  the  captains,  and  Greenly  in  par- 
ticular, had  viewed  the  manoeuvring  of  Blue- 
water  with  surprise,  and  the  latter  not  altogether 
without  displeasure;  but  his  subsequent  con- 
duct had  completely  erased  these  impressions, 
leaving  no  other  recollection  connected  with  his 
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conduct  that  morning  than  the  brilliant  oounge^ 
and  admirable  handling  of  his  vessels^  by  wUck 
the  fortunes  of  a  nearly  desperate  day  had  beta 
retrieyed.  Those  who  did  reflect  any  looger 
on  the  subject)  attributed  the  singularity  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  rear-admiral  to  soiae 
private  orders  communicated  in  the  telegiaphie 
signal}  as  already  mentioned. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  dwell  on  the  pir- 
ticular  movements  of  the  fleet,  after  it  readied 
Plymouth.  The  ships  were  repaired,  the  prizes 
received  into  the  service,  and,  in  due  tim^  all 
took  the  sea  again,  ready  and  anxions  to  ei^ 
counter  their  country's  enemies.  They  ran  the 
careers  usual  to  English  heavy  cruisers  in  that 
age;  ^nd  as  ships  form  our  principal  characteis 
in  this  work,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
take  a  general  glance  at  their  several  fbrtuneay 
together  with  those  of  their  respective  oom- 
manders.  Sir  Gervaise  fairly  wore  out  the 
Plantagenet,  which  vessel  was  broken  up  three 
years  later,  though  not  until  she  had  car* 
ried  a  blue  flag  at  her  main,  more  than  two 
years.  Greenly  lived  to  be  a  rear-admiral  of 
the  red,  and  died  of  yellow  fever  in  the  Island 
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of  Barbadoes.    The  Cssar,  with  Stowel  still 
in    command  of  her,  foundered  at  sea  in  a 
iw^inter's  cruise  in  the  Baltic,  every  soul  perish- 
ing.    This  calamity  occurred  the  winter  suc- 
ceeding the  summer  of  our  legend,  and  the 
only  relieving  circumstance  connected  with  the 
disaster  was  the  fact  that  her  commander  got 
rid  of  Mrs.  Stowel  altogether,  from  that  day 
forward.     The  Thunderer  had  her  share  in 
many  a  subsequent  battle,  and  Foley,  her  cap- 
tain, died  rear-admiral  of  England,  and  a  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  thirty  years  later.     The 
Camadc  was  commanded  by  Parker,  until  the 
latter  got  a  right  to  hoist  a  blue  flag  at  the 
mizen ;  which  was  done  for  just  one  day,  to 
comply  with  form,  and  then  both  ship  and  ad- 
miral were  laid  aside,  as  too  old  for  further  use. 
It  should  be  added,  however,  that  Parker  was 
knighted  by  the  king  on  board  his  own  ship;  a 
circumstance  that  cast  a  halo  of  sunshine  over 
the  close  of  the  life  of  one  who  had  commenced 
hb  career  *so  humbly,  as  to  render  this  happy 
close  more  than  equal  to  his  expectations.    In 
direct  opposition  to  this,  it  may  be  said  her^ 
that  Sir  Gervaise  refused,  for  the  third  tim^  to 
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be  made  Viscount  Bowldero,  with  a  fediog  jest 
the  reverse  of  that  of  Parker's ;  for,  secure 
of  his  social  position,  and  careless  of  politics, 
he  viewed  the  elevation  with  an  indiffisreooe 
that  was  a  natural  consequence  enough  ct  his 
own  birth,  fortune,  and  high  character.  Qd 
this  occasion  —  it  was  after  another  yictorjf  «» 
George  IL  personally  alluded  to  the  subfedt 
remarking  that  the  success  we  have  recorded 
had  never  met  wiih  its  reward ;  when  the  old 
seaman  let  out  the  true  secret  of  his  pertina- 
ciously declining  an  honour,  about  which  be 
might  odierwise  have  been  supposed  to  be  as 
indifferent  to  the  acceptance  as  to  the  refusal. 
**  Sir,"  he  answered  to  the  remark  of  the  king, 
'^  I  am  duly  sensible  of  your  majesty's  &vour ; 
but  I  can  never  consent  to  receive  a  patent  of 
nobility  that,  in  my  eyes,  will  always  seem  to 
be  sealed  with  the  blood  of  my  closest  and  best 
friend."  This  reply  was  remembered,  and  the 
subject  was  never  adverted  to  again. 

The  &te  of  the  Blenheim  was  one  of  those 
impressive  blanks  that  dot  the  pages  of  nautical 
history.  She  sailed  for  the  Mediterranean 
alone,  and  after  she  had  discharged  her  pilot. 
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nvas  never  heard  of  again.     This  did  not  occur, 
however,  until  Captain  Sterling  had  been  killed 
on  her  decks,  in  one  of  Sir  Gervaise's  subse« 
quent  actions.     The  Achilles  was  suffered  to 
drift  in,  too  near  to  some  heavy  French  batte- 
ries, before  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was 
signed ;  and,  after  every  stick  had  been  again 
cut  out  of  her,  she  was  compelled  to  lower  her 
flag.    His  earldom  and  his  courage  saved  Lord 
Morganic  from  censure;  but,  being  permitted 
to  go  up  to  Paris,  previously  to  his  exchange, 
he  contracted  a  matrimonial  engagement  with  a 
celebrated  danseuse^  a  craft  that  gave  him  so 
much    future    employment,   that  he  virtually 
abandoned  his  profession.      Nevertheless,  his 
name  was  on  the  list  of  vice-admirals  of  the 
blue,  when  he  departed  this  life.     The  War- 
spite  and  Captain  Goodfellow  both  died  natural 
deaths ;  one  as  a  receiving-ship,  and  the  other 
as  a  rear-admiral  of  the  white.     The  Dover, 
Captain  Drinkwater,  was  lost  in  attempting  to 
weather  Scilly  in  a  gale,  when  her  commander, 
and  quite  half  her  crew  were  drowned.     The 
York  did  many  a  hard  day's  duty,  before  her 
time  arrived ;  but,  in  the  end,  she  was  so  much 
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injared  in  a  general  action  as  to  be 
and  set  fire  to,  at  sea.  Her  commander 
lost  overboard,  in  the  very  first  cruise  she  took^ 
after  that  related  in  this  work.  The 
rotted  as  a  guard-ship,  in  the  Medway^; 
Captain  Blakely  retired  from  the  service 
one  arm,  a  yellow  admiral.  The  Doblin 
her  bones  in  the  cove  of  Cork,  having 
condemned  after  a  severe  winter  passed  oo 
the  north  coast  Captain  0*Neil  was  kHIed 
in  a  duel  with  a  French  officer,  after  the  peace; 
the  latter  having  stated  that  his  ship  had 
run  away  from  two  frigates  commanded  by  the 
Chevalier.  The  Chloe  was  taken  by  an  eneoi/s 
fleet,  in  the  next  war;  but  Captain  Denham 
worked  his  way  up  to  a  white  flag  at  the  main, 
and  a  peerage.  The  Druid  was  wrecked  thai 
very  summer,  chasing  inshore,  near  Bordeaox; 
and  Blewet,  in  a  professional  point  of  view, 
never  regained  the  ground  he  lost  on  this  occa- 
sion. As  for  the  sloops  and  cutters,  they  went 
the  way  of  all  small  cruisers,  while  their  name* 
less  commanders  shared  the  usual  fttes  of 
mariners. 

Wycherly  remained  at  Wychecombe  untfl 
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tlie  interment  of  his  uncle  took  place;  at  which, 
aided  by  Sir  Reginald's  influence  and  know- 
ledge, and,  in  spite  of  Tom's  intrigues,  he  ap-* 
peared  as  chief  mourner.     The  afiair  of  the 
succession  was  also  so  managed  as  to  give  him 
▼ery  little  trouble.     Tom,  discovering  that  hb 
own  illegitimacy  was  known,  and  seeing  the 
hopelessness  of  a  contest  against  such  an  anta- 
gonist as  Sir  Reginald,  who  knew  quite  as  much 
of  the  facts  as  he  did  of  the  law  of  the  case,  was 
fain  to  retire  from  the  field.     From  that  mo- 
ment, no  one  heard  any  thing  more  of  the  lega- 
cies.    In  the  end  he  received  the  20,000/.,  in 
the  five  per  cents,  and  the  few  chattels  Sir 
Wycherly  had  a  right  to  give  away;  but  his 
enjoyment  of  them  was  short,  as  he  contracted 
a  severe  cold  that  very  autumn,  and  died  of  a 
malignant  fever,  in  a  few  weeks.    Leaving  no 
will,  his  property  escheated ;  but  it  was  all  re* 
stored  to  his  two  uterine,  brothers,  by  the  libe* 
rality  of  the  ministry,  and  out  of  respect  to  the 
long  services  of  the  baroo^  which  two  brothers, 
it  will  be  remembered,  alone  had  any  of  the 
blood  of  Wychecombe  in  their  veins  to  boast  of. 
This  was  disposing  of  the  savings  of  both  the 
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baronet  and  the  judge  with  a  very  suitable 
gard  to  moral  justice. 

Wycherly  also  appeared,  though  it  was  m 
company  with  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,  as  one  of 
the  principal  mourners  at  the  iuneral  obsequies 
of  Admiral  Bluewater.  These  were  oFa  pdblic 
character^  and  took  place  in  Westmio^er  AIh 
bey.  The  carriages  of  that  portion  of  the  roy»l 
personages  who  were  not  restrained  by  thekvs 
of  court-etiquette  appeared  in  the  processioo; 
and  several  members  of  that  very  family  Hui 
the  deceased  regarded  as  intruders,  were  pie- 
sent  incog,  at  his  last  rites.  Thi%  howevov 
was  but  one  of  the  many  illusions  that  the  great 
masquerade  of  life  is  constantly  oflfering  to  die 
public  gaze. 

There  was  little  difficulty  in  establishing  the 
claims  of  Mildred  to  be  considered  the  daughter 
of  Colonel  Bluewater  and  Agnes  Hedwordu 
Lord  Bluewater  was  soon  .satisfied ;  and,  as  he 
was  quite  indifferent  to  the  possession  of  his 
kinsman's  money,  an  acquisition  he  neither 
wished  nor  expected,  tlie  most  perfect  good-viU 
existed  between  the  parties.  There  was  matt 
difficulty  with  the  Duchess  of  Glamorgan,  who 
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lad  acquired  too  many  of  the  notions  of  very 
ligh  rank,  to  look  with  complacency  on  a  niece 
that  had  been  educated  as  the  daughter  of  a  sail- 
ing-master in  the  navy.     She  raised  many  ob- 
jecdons,  while  she  admitted  that  she  had  been 
the  confidant  of  her  sister's  attachment  to  John 
Sluewater.     Her  second  son,   Geoffrey,  did 
more  to  remove  her  scruples  than  all  the  rest 
united ;  and  when  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,  in  per- 
son, condescended  to  make  a  journey  to  the 
Park,  to  persuade  her  to  examine  the  proofs, 
she  could  not  well  decline.     As  soon  as  one  of 
her  really  candid  mind  entered  into  the  inquiry, 
the  evidence  was  found  to  be  irresistible,  and 
she  at  once  yielded  to  the  feelings  of  nature. 
Wycherly  had  been  indefatigable  in  establish- 
ing his  wife's  claims  —  more  so,  indeed,  than  in 
establishing  his  own ;  and,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  vice-admiral  —  or,  admiral  of  the  white,  as 
he  bad  become  by  a  recent  general  promotion 
—  he  consented  to  accompany  the  latter  in  this 
visit,  waiting  at  the  nearest  town,  however,  for 
a  summons  to  the  Park,  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
ascertained  that  his  presence  would  be  agree- 
able to  its  mistress. 
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^^  If  my  niece  prove  but  half  as  acoqitaUe  m 
appearance  as  my  tupk^w,  Sir  Gcrvaise,'  eb> 
served  the  duchess,  when  the  young  Viipain 
was  introduced  to  her,  and  hiying  stress  on  tke 
word  we  have  italicised-— ^  nothing  chi  be 
wantmg  to  the  agreeables  of  this  new 
tion.  I  am  impatient,  now,  to  see  my 
Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe  has  prepared 
to  expect  a  young  woman  of  more  than 
merit** 

^*  My  life  on  it,  duchess,  he  has  not  raised 
your  expectations  too  high*  The  poor  giil  is 
still  dwelling  in  her  cottage,  the  companion  of 
her  reputed  mother;  but  it  is  time,  Wyc^ 
combe,  that  you  had  claimed  your  bride." 

^<  I  expect  to  find  her  and  Mrs.  Dnttoo  at 
the  Hall,  on  my  return,  Sir  Gervuse;  it  haviiig 
been  thus  arranged  between  us.  The  sad  oeie- 
monies  through  which  we  have  lately  been, 
were  unsuited  to  the  introduction  of  the  nev 
mistress  to  her  abode,  and  the  last  had  been 
deferred  to  a  more  fitting  occasi<Hi.*' 

'^  Let  the  first  visit  that  Lady  Wycheoombe 
pays,  be  to  this  place,"  said  the  duchess.  ^I 
do  not  command  it,  Sir  Wycherly,  as  one  who 
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bas  some  slight  claims  to  her  duty;  but  I  solicit 

it,    as   one  who  wishes  to  possess  every  hold 

upon  her  love.    Her  mother  was  an  mHy  sbter ; 

and  an  only  sister's  chUd  must  be  very  near  to 


f» 


It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  Duchess 

of  Glamorgan  to  have  said  as  much  as  this 

before  she  saw  the  young  Virginian ;  but  now 

be  bad  turned  out  a  person  so  very  different 

from  what  she  expected,  she  had  lively  hopes 

in  behalf  of  her  niece. 

Wycherly  returned  to  Wychecombe,  after 
this  short  visit  to  Mildred's  aunt,  and  found  his 
lovely  bride  in  quiet  possession,  accompanied 
by  her  mother.    Dutton  still  remained  at  the 
station,  for  he  had  the  sagacity  to  see  that  he 
might  not  be  welcome,  and  modesty  enough  to 
act  with  a  cautious  reserve.    But  Wycherly 
respected  his  excellent  wife  too  profoundly  not 
to  have  a  due  regard  to  her  feelings,  in  all 
things;  and  the  master  was  invited  to  join  the 
party.    Brutality  and    meanness  united,  like 
those  which  belonged  to  the  character  of  Dut- 
ton, are  not  easily  abashed,  and  he  accepted 
the  invitation,  in  the  hope  that,  after  all,  he  was 
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to  reap  as  many  advantages  by  the  mairiage  of 
Mildred  with  the  affluent  baronet,  as  if  she  had 
actually  been  hb  daughter. 

After  passing  a  few  weeks  in  sober  happines 
at  home,  Wycfaerly  felt  it  due  to  all  parties,  to 
carry  his  wife  to  the  Park,  in  order  that  slie 
might  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  near  ida- 
tives  who  dwelt  there.  Mrs.  Dutton,  by  ioYita* 
tion,  was  of  the  party;  but  Dutton  was  left 
behind,  as  having  no  necessary  connection  with 
the  scenes  and  the  feelings  that  were  likely  to 
occur.  It  would  be  painting  the  duchess  too 
much  en  beaUy  were  we  to  say  that  she  met 
Mildred  without  certain  misgivings  and  fean^ 
But  the  first  glimpse  of  her  lovely  niece  couh 
pletely  put  natural  feelings  in  the  asoendancf. 
The  resemblance  to  her  sister  was  so  strong  as 
to  cause  a  piercing  cry  to  escape  her,  and, 
bursting  into  tears,  she  folded  the  tremUiag 
young  woman  to  her  heart,  with  a  fervour  and 
sincerity  that  set  at  naught  all  conventional 
manners.  This  was  the  commencement  of  a 
close  intimacy ;  which  lasted  but  a  short  time, 
however,  the  duchess  dying  two  years  later. 

Wycherly  continued  in  the  service  until  the 
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peace    of  Aix-la-Chapellei    when    be    finally 
quitted  the  sea.     His  strong  native  attachments 
led   him  back  to  Virginia,  where  all  his  own 
nearest  relatives  belonged,  and  where  his  whole 
heart  might  be  said  to  be,  when  he  saw  Mildred 
and  his  children  at  his  side*     With  him,  early 
associations  and  habits  had  more  strength  than 
traditions  and  memorials    of  the   past     He 
erected  a  spacious  dwelling  on  the  estate  in- 
herited from  his  father,  where  he  passed  most 
of  his  time,  consigning  Wychecombe  to  the 
care  of  a  careful  steward.     With  tHe  additions 
and  improvements  that  he  was  now  enabled  to 
make,  his  Virginian  estate  produced  even  a 
larger  income  than  his  English,   and  his  in- 
terests really  pointed  to  the  choice  he  had 
made.    But  no  pecuniary  considerations  lay 
at  the  bottom  of  his  selection.     He  really  pre- 
ferred the  graceful  and  courteous  ease  of  the 
intercourse  which  characterised  the  manners  of 
James's  river.     In  that  age,  they  were  equally 
removed  from  the  coarse  and  boisterous  jollity 
of  the  English  country  squire,  and  the  heartless 
conyentionalities  of  high  life.     In  addition  to 
this,  his  sensitive  feelings  rightly  enough  de- 

VOL.  III.  o 
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tected  that  he  was  regarded  in  the  mollicr- 
country  as  a  sort  of  intruder.  He  was 
of,  alluded  to  in  the  journals,  and  viewed 
by  his  tenants  as  the  American  landiotd;  waA 
he  never  felt  truly  at  home  in  the  country  bt 
which  he  had  fought  and  bled.  In  Eughn^ 
his  rank  as  a  baronet  was  not  sofficieat  to  kxik 
down  these  little  peculiarities;  whereas,  in  Vir- 
giniai  it  gave  him  a  certain  eclat^  that  was 
grateful  to  one  of  the  main  weaknesses  of  hn* 
man  nature.  **  At  home,"  as  the  modter* 
country  was  then  affectionately  termed,  he  had 
no  hope  of  becoming  a  privy-councillor;  wh3r, 
in  his  native  colony,  his  rank  and  fortone^ 
almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  placed  htm  in  the 
council  of  the  governor.  In  a  word,  while 
Wycherly  found  most  of  those  worldly 
siderations  which  influence  men  in  the 
of  their  places  of  residence,  in  favour  of  the 
region  in  which  he  happened  to  be  bom,  his 
election  was  made  more  from  feeling  and  taste 
than  from  any  thing  else.  His  mind  had  taken 
an  early  bios  in  favour  of  the  usages  and  opi- 
uions  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived his  first  impressions,  and  this  bias  he 
retained  to  the  hour  of  his  death. 
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Like  a  true  woman,  Mildred  found  her  bap» 

piness  with  her  husband  and  children.     Of  the 

latter  she  had  but  three ;  a  boy  and  two  girls^ 

The  care  of  the  last  was  early  committed  to 

Idrs.  Dutton.     This  excellent  woman  had  re* 

mained  at  Wychecombe    with   her   husband^ 

until  death  put  an  end  to  his  vices,  though  the 

close   of  his  career  was   exempt  from  those 

scenes  of  brutal  dictation  and  interference  that 

liad  rendered  the  earlier  part  of  her  life  so 

miserable.     Apprehension  of  what  might  be 

the  consequences  to  himself,  acted  as  a  cheeky 

and  he  had  sagacity  enough  to  see  that  the 

physical  comforts  he  now  possessed  were  all 

owing  to  the  influence  of  his  wife.     He  lived  but 

four  years,  however.      On  his  death,  his  widow 

immediately  took  her  departure  for  America. 

It  would  be  substituting  pure  images  of  the 
fancy  for  a  picture  of  sober  realities,  were  we 
to  say  that  Lady  Wychecombe  and  her  adopted 
mother  never  regretted  the  land  of  their  birth* 
This  negation  of  feeling,  habits,  and  prejudices^ 
is  not  to  be  expected  even  in  an  Esquimaux. 
They  both  had  occasional  strictures  to  make 
on  the  climate^  (and  this  to  Wycherly's  great 

o  2 
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Sttrprise,  for  he  conscientiously  believed  thai  <if 
England  to  be  just  the  worst  in  the  world,)  oe 
the  fruits,  the  servants,  the  roads,  and  the  di£- 
ficulty  of  procuring  various  little  comforts.  A^ 
as  this  was  said  good-naturedly  and  in  ples- 
santry,  rather  than  in  the  way  of  ccmplainl^  it 
led  to  no  unpleasant  scenes  or  feelings.     As  all 
three   made    occasional  voyages   to    Engiandy 
where  his  estates,  and  more  particularly  settle- 
ments with  his  factor,  compelled  tlie  baronel 
to  go  once  in  about  a  lustrum,  the  fruits  and 
the  climate  were  finally  given  up  by  the  ladies^ 
After  many  years,  even  the  sliivshod,  cardessi 
but  hearty  attendance  of  the  negroes,  came  to 
be  preferred  to  the  dogged  mannerbm  of  the 
English  domestics,  perfect  as  were  the  latter  ia 
their  parts;  and  the  whole  subject  got  to  be 
one  of  amusement,  instead  of  one  of  complaint 
There  is  no  greater  mistake  than  to  suppose 
that  the  traveller  who  passes  ofice  through  a 
country,  with  his  home-bred,  and  quite  likely 
provincial  notions  thick  upon  him,  is  competent 
to  describe,  with  due  discrimination,  even  the 
usages  of  which  he  is  actually  a  witness.     This 
truth  all  the  family  came,  in  time,  to  discover; 
and  while  it  rendered  them  more  strictiv  critical 
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In   their  remarksi  it  also  rendered  tliem  more 
t.olerant.     At  it  was,  few  happier  families  were 
txy  be  found  in  the  British  empire,  than  that  of 
Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe;  its  head  retain- 
ing his  manly  and  protecting  affection  for  alt 
dependent  on  him,  while  his  wife,  beautiful  as 
a  matron  as  she  had  been  lovely  as  a  girl,  clung 
to  him  with  the  tenderness  of  a  woman,  and 
the  tenacity  of  the  vine  to  its  own  oak. 

Of  the  result  of  the  rising  in  the  north,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say  much*    The  history  of  the 
Chevalier^s  successes  in  the  first  year,  and  of  his 
final  overthrow  at  Culloden,  is  well  knowiu 
Sir  Reginald  Wychecombe,  like  hundreds  of 
others,  played  his  cards  so  skilfully  that  be 
avoided  committing  himself;  and,  although  he 
lived  and  eventually  died  a  suspected  man,  he 
escaped  forfeitures  and  attainder.     With  Sir 
Wycherly,  as  the  head  of  his  house,  he  main- 
tained a  friendly  correspondence  to  the  last^ 
even  taking  charge  of  the  paternal  estate  in  its 
owner's  absence ;  manifesting  to  the  hour  of  his 
death,  a  scrupulous  probity  in  matters  of  money, 
mingled  with  an  inherent  love  of  management 
and  intrigue,  in  things  that  related  to  politics 
and  the  succession.     Sir  Reginald  lived  long 
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enough  to  see  the  hopes  of  the  Jacobites 
pletely  extinguished,  and  the  throne  filkd  by  t 
native  Enjglishman. 

^  Many  long  years  after  the  events  which  m- 
^ered  the  week  of  its  opening  incidents  so 
memorable  among  its  actors,  most  now  be 
imagined.  Time  bad  advanced  with  its  mad, 
unfaltering  tread,  and  the  greater  pait  of  a 
generation  had  been  gathered  to  their  &then. 
George  III.  had  been  on  the  throne  not  ksi 
than  three  lustrums,  and  most  of  the  importnC 
4ictors  of  the  period  of  '45  were  dead  —  vomoj 
of  them,  in  a  degree,  forgotten.  But  each  age 
has  its  own  events  and  its  own  changes.  ThoK 
colonies,  which  in  1745  were  so  loyal,  sq 
devoted  to  the  house  of  Hanover,  in  the  bdief 
that  political  and  religious  liberty  depended  on 
•the  issue,  had  revolted  against  the  supremacy 
•of  the  parliament  of  the  empire.  America  was 
already  in  arms  against  the  mother  country, 
and  the  very  day  before  the  occurrence  of  the 
little  scene  we  are  about  to  relate,  the  iotd* 
iigence  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  had  reached 
London.  Although  the  gazette  and  national 
pride  had,  in  a  degree,  lessened  the  charao- 
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teristics  of  this  most  remarkable  of  all  similar 
combats,  by  exaggerating  the  numbers  of  the 
colonists  engaged,  and  lessening  the  loss  of  the 
royal  troops,  the  impression  produced  by  the 
news  b  said  to  have  been  greater  than  any 
known  to  that  age.     It  had  been  the  prevalent 
opinion  of  England  —  an  opinion  that  was  then 
general  in  Europe,  and  which  descended  even 
to  our  own  times  —  that  the  animals  of  the  new 
continent,  man  included,  had  less  courage  and 
physical  force,  tlian  those  of  the  old ;   and 
astonishment  mingled  with  the  forebodings  of 
the  intelligent,  when  it  was  found  that  a  body 
of  ill-armed  countrymen  had  dared  to  meet,  in 
a  singularly  bloody  combat,  twice  their  number 
of  regular  troops,  and  that,   too,   under  the 
guns  of  the  king's  shipping  and  batteries.    Ru- 
mours, for  the  moment,  were  rife  in  London, 
and  the  political  world  was  filled  with  gloomy 
anticipations  of  the  future. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  allnded  to,  West- 
minster Abbey,  as  usual,  was  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  curious  and  interested.  Se- 
veral parties  were  scattered  among  its  aisles 
and  chapels,  some  reading  the  inscriptions  on 
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the  simple  tablets  of  the  dead  which  niastrate  a 
nation,  in  illustrating  themselves ;  others  listen- 
ing to  the  names  of  princes  who  derived  thdr 
consequence  from  their  thrones  and  alliaooes; 
and  still  other  sets  who  were  wandering  among 
the  more  elaborate  memorials  that  have  beeo 
raised  equally  to  illustrate  insignificanoe,  and  to 
marl^  the  final  resting-places  of  more  modeni 
heroes   and  statesmen.     The    beanty  of  the 
weather  had  brought  out  more  visitors  tha 
common,  and  not  less  than  half-a-dozen  eqm- 
pages  were  in  waiting,  in  and  about  Palace 
Yard.   Among  others,  one  had  a  ducal  ootoaet 
This  carriage  did  not  fiiil  to  attract  the  ftttention 
that  is  more  than  usually  bestowed  on  rank,  m 
England.    All  were  empty,  however,  and  moie 
than  one   party  of  pedestrians    entered   the 
venerable  edifice,  rejoicing  that  the  view  of  a 
duke  or  a  duchess  was  to  be  thrown  in,  among 
the  other  sights,  gratuitously.     All  who  passed 
on  foot,  however,  were  not  influenced  by  this 
vulgar  feeling ;  for  one  group  went  by  that  did 
not  even  cast  a  glance  at  the  collection  of  ctr- 
riages ;  the  seniors  of  the  party  being  too  mock 
accustomed  to  such   things  to  lend  them  a 
thought,  and  the  juniors  too  full  of  anticipations 
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of  what  they  were  about  to  see,  to  thick  of 
other  matters.    This  party  consisted  of  a  hand- 
some man  of  fifty-odd,  a  lady  some  three  or 
four  years  his  junior,  well  preserved  and  still 
exceedingly  attractive ;  a  young  man  of  twenty* 
six,-  and  two  lovely  girls,  that  looked  like  twins; 
though  one   was   really   twenty-one,  and  the 
other  but  nineteen.     These  were  Sir  Wycherly 
and  Lady  Wychecombe,  Wycherly  their  only 
son,  then  just  returned  from  a  five  years'  pere- 
grination on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  Mil- 
dred and  Agnes,  their  daughters.     The  rest  of 
the  family  had  arrived  in  England  about  a  fort- 
night before,  to  greet  the  heir  on  his  return 
from  the  grand  tour,  as  it  was  then  termed. 
The  meeting  had  been  one  of  love,  though 
Lady  Wychecombe  had  to  reprove  a  few  inno- 
cent foreign  aiTectations,  as  she  fancied  them  to 
be,    in  her  son;    and   the   baronet,  himself 
laughed  at  the  scraps  of  French,  Italian,  and 
German,  that  quite  naturally  mingled  in  the 
young  man's  discourse.     All  this,  however,  cast 
no  cloud  over  the  party,  for  it  had  ever  been  a 
family  of  entire  confidence  and  unbroken  love.  \ 
*^  This  is  a  most  solemn  place  to  me,''  ob- 

o  5 
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-served  Sir  Wycherly,  as  they  entered  at  the 
Poets'  Corner,  *^and  one  in  which  a  comiBaB 

•  man  unavoidably  feels  his  own  losignificaiioe. 
But  we  will  first  make  our  pilgrimage,  and  look 

•  at  these  remarkable  inscriptions  as  we  cooe 
^out.  The  tomb  we  seek  is  in  a  chapel  on  die 
other  side  of  the  church,  near  to  the  gretf 
doors.   When  I  last  saw  it^  it  was  quite  akioe.* 

On  hearing  this,  the  whole  party  moved  oo; 
though  the  two  lovely  young  Virginians  csst 
wjstful  and  curious  eyes  behind  them  at  the 
wonders  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 
-  *^Is  not  this  an  extraordinary  edifioe,  Wy* 
<sherly  ?"  half  whispered  Agnes,  the  yoangest  of 
the  sisters,  as  she  clung  to  one  arm  of  her 
brother,  Mildred  occupying  the  other.  **  Gin 
the  whole  world  furnish  such  another?" 

^*  So  much  for  hominy  and  James'  river  !* 
answered  the  young  man,  laughing — ^  now 
could  you  but  see  the  pile  at  Rouen,  or  that  at 
Rheims,  or  that  at  Antwerp,  or  even  that  at 
York,  in  this  good  kingdom,  old  Westminster 
would  have  to  fall  .back  upon  its  litde  tablets 
and  big  names.  But  Sir  Wycherly  stops  ;  he 
must  see  what  he  calls  his  landfall." 
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Sir  Wycherly  had  indeed  stopped.     It  was 

in  consequence  of  having  reached  the  head  of 

the  choeur,  whence  he  could  see  the  interior  of 

the  recess,  or  chapel,  towards  which  he  had 

been  moving.     It  still  contained  but  a  single 

monument,  and  that  was  adorned  with  an  anchor 

and   other  nautical  emblems.    Even  at  that 

distance,  the  words  *'  Richard  Bluewater, 

Rear-Admiral  of  the   White,"  might  be 

read.     But  the  baronet  had  come  to  a  sudden 

halt,  in  consequence  of  seeing  a  party  of  three 

enter  the  chapel,  in  which  he  wbhed  to  be 

alone  with  his  own  family.     The  party  consisted 

of  an  old  man,  who  walked  with  tottering  steps, 

and  this  so  much  the  more  from  the  circum- 

stance  that  he  leaned  on  a  domestic  nearly  as 

old  as  himself,  though  of  a  somewhat  sturdier 

frame,  and  of  a  tall  imposing  looking  person 

of  middle  age,  who  followed  the  two  with  patient 

steps.     Several    attendants    of   the    cathedral 

watched  this  party  from  a  distance  with  an  air 

of  curiosity  and  respect ;  but  they  had  been  re« 

quested  not  to  accompany  it  to  the  chapel. 

^  They  must  be  some  old  brother-officers  of 
my  poor  uncle's,  visiting  his  tomb  I "  whispered 
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Lady   Wychecombe.     **  The  very  venenble 
gentleman  has  naval  emblems  about  his  8ttir&7 

"  Do  you — can  you  forget  him,  love?  Tis 
Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,  the  pride  of  England !  and 
yet  how  changed !  It  is  now  five-and-^wen^ 
years  since  we  last  met ;  still  I  knew  him  at  a 
glance.  The  servant  is  old  Galleygo,  his  steward ; 
but  the  gentleman  with  him  is  a  stranger.  Lei 
us  advance ;  *ase  cannot  be  intruders  in  such  a 
place." 

Sir  Gervaise  paid  no  attention  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Wycbecombes.  It  was  evident,  by  the 
vacant  look  of  his  countenance,  that  time  and 
hard  service  had  impaired  his  (acuities,  tboogh 
his  body  remained  entire ;  an  unusual  thing  fiir 
one  who  had  been  so  often  engaged.  Still  there 
were  glimmerings  of  lively  recollections,  and 
even  of  strong  sensibilities  about  his  eyes,  as 
sudden  fancies  crossed  his  mind.  Once  a  year, 
the  anniversary  of  his  friend's  interment,  he 
visited  that  chapel ;  and  he  had  now  been 
brought  here  as  much  from  habit,  as  by  his 
own  desire.  A  chair  was  provided  for  him, 
and  he  sat  facing  the  tomb,  with  the  \wfg^  letters 
before  his  eyes.      Still  he  regarded  neither. 
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though  he  bowed  courteously  to  the  salute  of 
the  strangers.  His  companion  at  first  seemed 
a  little  surprised,  if  not  offended,  at  the  intru- 
sion ;  but  when  Wycherly  mentioned  that  they 
were  relatives  of  the  deceased,  he  also  bowed 
complacently,  and  made  way  for  the  ladies. 

*^  This  it  is  as  what  you  wants  to  see.  Sir 
Jarvy,"  observed  Galleygo,  jogging  his  master's 
shoulder  by  way  of  jogging  his  memory. 
*^  Them  'ere  cables  and  hanchors,  and  that  'ere 
mizzen-mast,  with  a  rear-admiral's  flag  a-flying, 
is  rigged  in  this  old  church,  in  honour  of  our 
friend  Admiral  Blue,  ns  was;  but  as  is  now 
dead  and  gone  this  many  a  long  year." 

**  Admiral  of  the  Blue,"  repeated  Sir  Ger- 
vaise,  coldly.  ^^  You  're  mistaken,  Galleygo^ 
I  'm  an  admiral  of  the  white,  and  admiral  of  the 
fleet  into  the  bargain.  I  know  my  own  rank^ 
sir." 

*^  I  knows  that  as  well  as  you  does  yourself, 
Sir  Jarvy,"  answered  Galleygo,  whose  grammar 
had  rather  become  confirmed  than  improved, 
by  time,  **  or  as  well  as  the  First  Lord  himself. 
But  Admiral  Blue  was  once  your  best  friend, 
and  I  does  n't  at  aU  admire  at  your  forgetting 
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him  —  one  of  these  long  nights  yoa  'U  be  fiir« 
getting  971^." 

*^I  beg  your  pardon,  Galleygo;  I  latfaer 
think  not.  I  remember  youj  when  a  very  youug 
man." 

*'  Well,  and  so  you  mougbt  remember  Ad- 
miral Blue,  if  you'd  just  try.  I  know'd  ye  bodi 
when  young  luffi;,  myself." 

<*  This  is  a  painfiil  scene,"  observed  the 
stranger  to  Sir  Wycherly,  with  a  melandioly 
smile.  This  gentleman  is  now  at  the  tomb  of 
his  dearest  friend;  and  yet,  as  you  see^  he 
appears  to  have  lost  all  recollection  that  sodi 
a  person  ever  existed.  For  what  do  we  live^  if 
a  few  brief  years  are  to  render  oar  memories 
such  vacant  spots  ! " 

<^  Has  he  been  long  in  this  way?"  asked 
Lady  Wychecombe,  with  interest. 

The  stranger  started  at  the  sound  of  her 
voice.  He  looked  intently  into  the  fiioe  of  the 
still  fair  speaker,  before  he  answered ;  then  he 
bowed,  and  replied  -— 

*'  He  has  been  failing  for  the  last  five  year% 
though  his  last  visit  here  was  much  less  painfiil 
than  this.    But  are  our  own  memories  perfect  ? 
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Surely,  I  have  seen  that  fiice  before !  — -  These 
young  ladies,  too  ^ 

•^  Geoffrey  —  dear  cousin  Geoffirey  !  **  ex- 
claimed Lady  Wychecombe,  holding  out  both 
her  hands.  ^*  It  is  —  it  must  be  the  Duke  of 
Glamorgan,  Wycherly ! " 

No  further  explanations  were  needed.  All 
the  parties  recognised  each  other  in  an  instant. 
They  had  not  met  for  many —many  years,  and 
each  had  passed  the  period  of  life  when  the 
greatest  change  occurs  in  the  physical  ap» 
pearance;  but,  now  that  the  ice  was  broken,  a 
flood  of  recollections  poured  in.  The  duke,  or 
Geofirey  Cleveland,  as  we  prefer  to  call  him, 
kissed  his  cousin  and  her  daughters  with  frank 
affection,  for  no  change  of  condition  had  al- 
tered his  simple  sea-habits,  and  he  shook  hands 
with  the  gentlemen,  with  a  cordiality  like  that 
of  old  times.  All  this,  however,  was  unheeded 
by  Sir  Gervaise,  who  sat  looking  at  the  monu- 
ment, in  a  dull  apathy. 

*^  GaUeygo,**  he  said;  but  Galleygo  had 
placed  himself  before  Sir  Wycherly,  and  thrust 
out  a  hand  that  looked  like  a  bunch  of  knuckles. 

**  I  knows  ye  I "  exclaimed  the  steward,  with 
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a  grin.  ^^  I  know'd  ye  in  the  offing  yonder,  bat 
I  could  n't  make  out  your  number.  Lord,  sir, 
if  this  does  n't  brighten  Sir  Jarvy  up,  again,  and 
put  him  in  mind  of  old  times,  I  shall  begin  to 
think  we  have  run  out  cable  to  the  better  endJ" 

**  I  will  speak  to  him,  duke,  if  you  think  it 
advisable  ?  "  said  Sir  Wycherly,  in  an  inqiurii^ 
manner. 

**  Galleygo,"  put  in  Sir  Gervaise,  "  what 
lubber  fitted  that  cable  ?  —  he  has  turned  in  the 
clench  the  wrong  way." 

"  Ay  —  ay  —  sir,  they  is  great  lubbers,  them 
stone-cutters.  Sir  Jarvy ;  and  they  knows  about 
as  much  of  ships,  as  ships  knows  of  them.  Bat 
here  is  yoiwg  Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe 
come  to  see  you  —  the  old^avLS  nevy." 

*'Sir   Wycherly,  you  are  a  very  welcome 

0 

guest  Bowldero  is  a  poor  place  for  a  gende- 
man  of  your  merit;  .but  such  as  it  is,  it  is 
entirely  at  your  service.  What  did  you  say  the 
gentleman's  name  was,  Galleygo  ?" 

**  Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  the  young  'on 
—  the  old\\n  slipped  the  night  as  we  moored  in 
his  house."    * 

'*  I  hope,  Sir  Gervaise,  I  have  not  entirely 
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passed  from  your  recollection ;  it  would  grieve 
me  sadly  to  think  so.  And  my  poor  uncle,  too ; 
he  who  died  of  apoplexy  in  your  presence !  ^ 

"  NulluSf  fwUay  nullum.  That 's  good  Latin, 
hey  I  Duke  ?  NuUiuSj  nulliuSf  nuUius.  My 
memory  is  excellent,  gentlemen;  nominative, 
penfia  ;  genitive,  penrue^  and  so  on." 

*•  Now,  Sir  Jarvy,  since  you  're  veering  out 
your  Latin,  /  should  likes  to  know  if  you  can 
tell  a  'dove-hitch'  from  a  'carrick-bend?'" 

*'  That  is  an  extraordinary  question,  Galleygo, 
to  put  at  an  old  seaman  I " 

**  Well,  if  you  remembers  ihati  why  can't  you 
just  as  reasonably  remember  your  old  friend, 
Admiral  Blue  ?** 

'^  Admiral  of  the  blue  !  I  do  recollect  maty 
admirals  of  the  blue.  They  ought  to  make  me 
an  admiral  of  the  blue,  duke;  I've  been  a  rear- 
admiral  long  enough.'* 

<<  You  've  been  an  admiral  of  the  blue  once  / 
and  that's  enough  for  any  man,"  interrupted 
Galleygo,  again  in  his  positive  manner;  *'and 
it  bn*t  five  minutes  since  you  know'd  your  own 
rank  as  well  as  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
himself.    He  veers  and  hauls,  in  this  fashion, 
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on  an  idee,  gentlemen,  until  he  doesn't 
one  end  of  it  from  Mother." 

^'  Tliis  is  not  uncommon  with  men  of  great 
age,"  observed  the  duke.  "They  sometimes 
remember  the  things  of  their  youth,  while  the 
whole  of  later  life  is  a  blank.  I  have  remarked 
this  with  our  venerable  friend,  in  whose  mind  I 
think  it  will  not  be  difficult,  however,  to  revive 
the  recollection  of  Admiral  Bloewater,  and  even 
of  yourself  Sir  Wycherly.  Let  me  make  the 
effort,  Galleygo." 

'^Yes,  Lord  Geoffrey,"  for  so  the  stevaid 
always  called  the  quondan  reefer,  '^yoo  does 
handle  him  more  like  a  quicl^-working  boit, 
than  any  on  us ;  and  so  I  '11  take  an  faoppor- 
tunity  of  just  overhauling  our  old  lieutenant's 
young  'uns,  and  of  seeing  what  sort  of  craft  he 
has  set  afloat  for  the  next  generation." 

"  Sir  Gervaise,"  said  the  duke,  leaning  over 
the  chair,  '^here  is  Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe^ 
who  once  served  a  short  time  with  us  as  a 
lieutenant;  it  was  when  you  were  in  the  Plan- 
tagenet.  You  remember  the  Plantagenet,  I 
trust,  my  dear  sir  ?" 

''The  Plantagenets ?     Certainly,  duke;  I 
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read  all  about  them  when  a  boy.  Edwards^ 
and  Henrys,  and  Richards  — ^  at  the  last  name 
he  stopped ;  the  muscles  of  his  face  twitched,  for 
memory  had  touched  a  chord  that  was  always 
sensitive.  But  it  was  too  faintly  to  produce 
more  than  a  pause. 

"  There,  now,**  growled  Galleygo,  in  Agnes 
face,  he  being  just  then  employed  in  surveying 
her  through  a  pair  of  silver  spectacles  that  were 
a  present  from  his  master,  ''you  see  he  has 
forgotten  the  old  Planter ;  and  the  next  thing, 
he  '11  forget  to  eat  his  dinner.  It 's  wicked^  Sir 
Jarvy,  to  forget  such  a  ship." 

''I  trust,  at  least,  you  have  not  forgotten 
Richard  Bluewater?''  continued  the  Duke^ 
''  he  who  fell  in  our  last  action  with  the  Comte 
de  VerviUin?" 

A  gleam  of  intelligence  shot  into  the  rigid 
and  wrinkled  face ;  the  eye  lighted,  and  a  pain* 
ful  smile  struggled  around  the  lips. 

''What,  Dick  I  ^  he  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
stronger  than  that  in  which  he  had  previously 
spoken.  ^*  Dick  I  hey!  duke?  good,  excellent 
Dickf  We  were  midshipmen  together,  my 
lord  duke ;  and  I  loved  him  like  a  brother  I" 
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^^  I  kne^  you  did !  and  I  dare  say  now  yoa 
can  recollect  the  melancholy  occasion  of  his 
death?'' 

*^  Is  Dick  dead  ?  "  asked  the  admiral,  with  a 
vacant  gaze. 

**  Lord  —  Lord,  Sir.  Jarvy,  you  knows  he  is, 
and  that  'ere  marvel  constructure  is  his  mooer- 
ment — now  you  must  remember  the  old  Planter, 
and  the  County  of  Fairvillian,  and  the  threshing 
we  guv'd  him?" 

^^  Pardon  me,  Galleygo ;  there  is  no  occaaoo 
for  warmth.  When  I  was  a  midshipmaiiy 
warmth  of  expression  was  disapproved  of  by  all 
the  elder  officers." 

'^You  cause  me  to  lose  ground,"  said  the 
duke,  looking  at  the  steward,  by  way  of  bidding 
him  to  be  silent:  is  it  not  extraordinary,  Sir 
Wycberly,  how  his  mind  reverts  to  his  yoath, 
overlooking  the  scenes  of  later  life !  Yes,  Dick 
is  dead,  Sir  Gervaise.  He  fell  in  that  battle  in 
which  you  were  doubled  on  by  the  French  — 
when  you  had  Le  Foudroyant  on  one  side  of 
you,  and  Le  Pluton  on  the  other " 

^^  I  remember  it  !**  interrupted  Sir  Gervaisei 
in  a  clear  strong  voice,  his  eye  flashing  with 
something  like  the  fire  of  youth—  ^*  I  remember 
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it!  Le  Foudroyant  was  on  our  starboard 
beam ;  Le  Pluton  a  little  on  our  larboard  bow 
—  Bunting  had  gone  aloft  to  look  out  for  Blue- 
water  —  no  —  poor  Bunting  was  killed " 

"Sir  Wycherly  Wychecombe,  who  after- 
wards married  Mildred  Bluewater,  Dick's 
niece/'  put  in  the  baronet,  himself  almost  as 
eager  as  the  admiral  had  now  become;  Sir 
Wycherly  Wychecombe  had  been  aloft,  but 
was  returned  to  report  the  Pluton  coming 
down ! " 

"  So  he  did !  —  God  bless  him  !  A  clever 
youth  y  and  he  did  marry  Dick's  niece.  God 
bless  them  both*  Well,  sir,  you  're  a  stranger, 
but  the  story  will  interest  you.  There  we  lay, 
almost  smothered  in  the  smoke,  with  one  two- 
decker  at  work  on  our  starboard  beam,  and 
another  hammering  away  on  the  larboard  bow, 
with  our  top-masts  over  the  side,  end  the  guns 
firing  through  the  wreck." 

"  Ay,  now  you  're  getting  it  like  a  book  f " 
exclaimed  Galleygo  exultingly,  flourishing  his 
stick,  and  strutting  about  the  little  chapel; 
that's  just  the  way  things  was,  as  I  knows  from 
seeing  'em  1  " 

<^  I  'm  quite  certain  I  'm  right,  Galleygo  ?  " 
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'< Right!  your  honour^s  righter  tlm  any 
log-book  in  the  fleet  Give  it  to  'em.  Sir  Jarvj, 
larboard  and  starboard !  ** 

*^  That  we  did  — -  that  we  did  "  — >  contimiBd 
the  old  man,  earnestly,  becoming  even  grand 
in  aspect,  as  he  rose,  always  gentleman-like  and 
graceful,  but  filled  with  all  his  native  fire,  ^diat 
did  we!  de  Vervillin  was  on  oar  right,  and 
des  Prez  on  our  left — the  smoke  was  diokii^ 
us  all  — Bunting  — no;  young  Wycfaeoombe 
was  at  my  side ;  he  said  a  (resh  Frenchman  was 
shoving  in  between  us  and  Le  Pluton,  ar  — 
God  forbid  1  I  thought ;  for  we  had  eooogfa  of 
them,  as  it  was.  There  she  comes  I  See^  here 
is  her  flying-jib-boom.end  —  and  there— bey, 
Wychecombe  ?  —  TTiat  *s  the  Old  Romany  shor- 
ing through  the  smoke  !  —  Caesar  himself!  and 
there  stands  Dick  and  young  Geoffirey  Cleve-^ 
land  —  he  was  of  your  family,  duke  —  There 
stands  Dick  Bluewater,  between  the  knight* 
heads,  waving  his  hat  —  HURRAH!  —  He 's 
true  at  last! — He's  true  at  last— HURRAH! 
HURRAH! 

The  clarion  tones  rose  like  a  trumpet's  blas^ 
and  the  cheering  of  the  old  sailor  rang  in  the 
arches  of  the  Abbey  Church,  causing  all  within 
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hearing  to  start,  as  if  a  voice  spoke  from  the 
tombs.  Sir  Gervaisci  himself,  seemed  surprised; 
be  looked  up  at  the  vaulted  roof,  with  a  gaze 
1ialf-*bewildered,  halMelighted* 

**  Is  this  Bowldero  or  Glamorgan  House,  my 
lord  duke,"  he  asked,  in  a  whisper. 

<'  It  is  neither.  Admiral  Oakes,  but  West- 
minster Abbey ;  and  thb  is  the  tomb  of  your 
friend.  Rear- Admiral  Richard  Bluewater." 

*^  Galleygo,  help  me  to  kneel,"  the  old  man 
added  in  the  manner  of  a  corrected  school-boy. 
**  The  stoutest  of  us  all  should  kneel  to  God, 
in  his  own  temple.  I  beg  pardon,  gentlemen ; 
I  wish  to  pray." 

The  Duke  of  Glamorgan  and  Sir  Wycherly 
Wychecombe  helped  the  admiral  to  his  knees, 
and  then  Galleygo,  as  was  his  practice,  knelt 
beside  his  master,  who  bowed  his  head  on  his 
man's    shoulders.      This    touching   spectacle 
brought  all  the  others  into  the  same  humble  at« 
titude,  Wycherly,  Mildred,*  and  their  children, 
with  the  noble,  kneeling  and  praying  in  com- 
pany.   One  by  one,  the  latter  arose ;  still  Gal- 
leygo and  his  master  continued  on  the  pave- 
ment.    At  length  Geofirey  Cleveland  stepped 
forward  and  raised  the  old  man,  placing  him, 
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with  Wycherly's  assistance^  in  the  chair.  Here 
he  sat,  with  a  calm  smile  on  his  aged  feauacs^ 
his  open  eyes  riveted  seemingly  on  the  name  of 
his  friend,  perfectly  dead.      There  had  beeo  a 
reaction,  which  suddenly  stopped  the  carreat  of 
life,  at  the  heart. 

Thus  expired  Sir  Gervaise  Oakes,  fbU  oC 
years  and  of  honours ;  one  of  the  bravest  and 
most  successful  of  England's  sea-captains.    He 
had  lived  his  time,  and  supplied  an  instance  of 
the  insufficiency  of  worldly  success  to  complete 
the  destiny  of  man ;   having,  in  a  degree,  sur- 
vived his  faculties,  and  the  consciousness  of  all 
he  had  done  and  all  he  merited.      As  a  small 
offset  to  this  failing  of  nature,  he  had  regsuned 
a  glimmering  view  of  one  of  the  most  striking 
scenes,  and  of  much  the  most  enduring  senti- 
ment, of  a  long  life,  which  God,  in  mercy,  per- 
mitted to  be  terminated  in  the  act  of  humble 
submission  to  his  own  greatness  and  glory. 


THE   END. 
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